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A S the  Fifth  Report  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Military  Enquiry  contains 
various  ftatements  in  which  mifcondudl  and  negleft  of  duty  are  either 
alleged,  or  infinuated  againft  me ; and,  as  a general  difpofition  unfortu- 
nately prevails  at  the  prefent  time,  not  merely  to  fufpect,  but  to  believe,  that 
perfons  who  hold  offices  of  trull  have  been  more  attentive  to  their 
private  interefts  than  to  thofe  of  the  public,  I have  thought  it  neceffary,  in 
jultice  to  myfelf,  tofeledl  and  extract  all  the  different  parts  of  that  report, 
in  which  blame  feems  to  be  imputed  to  me,  to  diltinguiffi  thefe  paffages  by 
a fucceffion  of  numbers  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  are  placed 
in  the  report,  and  tofubjoin  to  each  extraft  fuch  a plain  expofitionof  fa£ls 
(with  a reference  to  the  official  documents  in  an  appendix  which  fupport 
thefe  fafts)  as  will,  I trull,  afford  a full  juflification  of  my  conduct  and  a 
leffon  of  caution  to  my  accufers. 

ARTICLE  I.  Page  6,  of  Report. 

e<  The  Surgeon  General  Hates  that  his  actual  duties,  in  addition  to  thofe 
<c  detailed  in  His  Majelly’s  warrant,  are  the  formation  of  Medical  Staff  for 
“ every  foreign  expedition  ; the  due  fupply  and  appropriation  of  medicines, 
“ hofpital  llores,  and  inltruments,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  employed 
“ thereon  ; the  iffue  of  directions  to  the  Infpeftors  and  deputy  InfpeCtors 
“ for  the  conduct  and  controul  of  the  Medical  Department  attending  expe- 
“ ditions,  and  of  fpecific  inltructions  to  the  Purveyors  and  Apothecaries 
“ attached  thereto,  relative  to  the  charge  and  expenditure,  and  to  the 
“ tranfmiffion  of  regular  accounts  by  monthly  and  quarterly  returns, 
“ which  are  afterwards  verified  and  regillered  in  his  office.  The  future 
“ fupply  alfo  to  fuch  expeditions  depends  on  him. 

“ It  does  not  appear  to  us  by  what  authority  Mr.  Kcate  executes  thefe 
“ duties  in  addition  to  thofe  enumerated  in  the  warrant.  Moll  of  them, 
“ it  feems,  had  been  executed  by  him  whilll  he  held  the  office  of  Infpettor 
“ of  regimental  infirmaries.  But  from  Lord  Amherlt’s  letter  to  him  and 
cs  to  Mr.  Gunning,  given  in  the  Appendix,  we  infer  that  fuch  duties  were. 
“ to  have  been  jointly  executed  by  them  and  the  Phyfician  General  when 
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« fucli  officer  ffiould  be  appointed.  Whether,  however,  he  voluntarily, 
« or  by  agreement  with  the  other  members  of  the  board,  undertook  thefe 
« additional  duties,  we  cannot  but  remark  that  a very  extenfive  patronage 
“ has  accompanied  the  execution  of  them.” 

Observation. 

The  charge  here  made  againft  me  is,  that  I have  affiumed  certain 
functions,  which  I myfelf  confefs  are  not  affigned  to  me  by  His  Majefty’s 
warrant  of  the  12th  March,  1798,  but  are  “ in  addition  to  my  duties  as 
“ detailed  therein ;”  and  that  this  affumption  of  duty  is  without  proper 
authority  : and  it  concludes  with  a broad  infinuation  that  they  were  under- 
taken for  the  fake  of  “ the  very  extenfive  patronage  which  has  accom- 
“ panied  the  execution  of  them,” 

The  validity  of  this  charge  refts  upon  the  affertion,  that  the  above 
mentioned  duties  have  been  affiumed  by  me  “ in  addition  to  thofe 
“ enumerated  in  the  warrant.”  The  perufal,  however,  of  that  part 
of  my  letter  from  which  the  Commiffioners  of  Military  Enquiry  have 
borrowed,  almoft  verbatim,  their  account  of  my  “ aftual  duties,”  wall 
prove  that  I did  not  ffiate  (as  the  Commiffioners  have  been  pleafed  to  report) 
that  they  were  “ in  addition”  to  the  duties  impofed  on  me  by 
the  warrant  alluded  to  ; and  the  perufal  of  that  part  of  the  warrant  which 
details  the  functions  of  the  Surgeon  General,  (w'hich  warrant  was  drawn 
up  without  my  participation,  or  even  knowledge,)  will  further  prove,  on 
a very  flight  confideration,  that  every  one  of  thofe  which  I ftated  to  be  my 
“ actual  duties”  neceffarily  belonged  to  me  from  the  new  arrangement,  and 
that  they  could  not  properly  have  been  undertaken  by  any  of  the  other 
members  of  the  army  medical  board. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  expreffion  “ in  addition”  is  in  reality  an  in- 
terpolation introduced  gratuitoufly  by  the  Commiffioners  themfelves  into  my 
ftatement,  for  the  purpofe,  apparently,  of  annexing  their  own  comment 
upon  my  alleged  ufurpation  of  duties  and  of  a very  extenfive  patronage. 
Having  given  this  explanation  of  the  authority  under  which  I now  execute 
the  duties  that  have  been  ftated,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  mention,  that  the 
authority  for  executing  them  formerly,  whilft  I held  the  office  of  Infpec- 
tor  of  Regimental  Infirmaries,  was  the  delegation  of  the  Army  Medical 
Board,  as  will  appear  from  the  records  of  its  proceedings,  from  w hich  I 
have  given  copies  of  two  of  their  minutes. 

With  regard  to  the  extenfive  patronage  in  queftion,  as  the  Commiffioners 
have  adduced  no  inftance  of  an  improper  exercife  of  it  on  my  part,  (and 
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it  may  be  prefumed  that  they  had  difcovered  none,  for  it  will  be  fhcwn 
that  they  have  never  evinced  any  backwardnefs  to  blame  my  conduct  when 
theyfuppofed  that  they  had  occafion,)  it  might  have  beenmore  confident  with 
the  liberality  to  be  expedled  from  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  high  authority 
of  Parliament,  if  they  had  omitted  the  unneceffary  “ remark”  with  which 
they  have  concluded  their  comment. 

No  one  certainly,  who  has  ever  been  polfelfed  of  patronage,  can  be  ig- 
norant that  the  few  on  whom  he  is  able  to  bellow  it  confider  themfelves  as 
having  only  obtained  what  they  well  deferved  by  fuperior  merit,  and  that, 
for  this  reafon  they  commonly  feel  but  little  gratitude  for  their  promotion ; 
while  on  the  other  hand,  the  many  who  cannot  be  gratified  believe  them- 
felves to  be  treated  with  harlhnefs  and  injullice,  and  generally  entertain 
no  fmall  holtility  againll  the  unwilling  caufe  of  their  difappointment. 

What  perfonal  advantage  I have  derived  from  the  patronage  which  has 
fallen  to  my  lhareis  evinced  in  many  parts  of  the  Fifth  Report,  in  which  it 
may  be  feen  that  the  evidence  which  feems  molt  unfavourable  to  myfelf 
(how  well  founded  will  appear  hereafter)  has  been  given  by  perfons  to 
whom  that  patronage  has  been  much  extended. 

The  document  given  in  the  Appendix  will  Ihew  that  I readily  gave  up  to  App  ^ t 
Mr.  Gunning  the  nomination  to  appointments  which  had  at  firlt  been  con-  C. 
ceded  to  me  in  confequence  of  my  having  performed  the  chief  parts  of  the 
labours  of  the  Medical  Board,  and  it  will  therefore,  I trull,  afford  fome 
proof  that  my  defire  for  patronage  has  not  been  exceffive. 

ARTICLE  II.  Page  8,  of  Report. 

“ Whilst  the  principals  of  the  Army  Medical  Department  adled  as  a 
“ board,  there  was  no  regular  eftablilhment  of  an  office ; but  an  allowance 
“ of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and  ten  Ihillings  per  diem,  was  given 
“ to  the  Infpc&or of  Regimental  Hofpitals,to  coverall  contingent  expences, 

“ fuch  as  the  rent  of  the  office,  falaries  of  clerks,  llationary,  poltage,  &c. 

“ In  1799,  the  year  after  the  board  was  difcontinued,  and  at  a period 
“ when  the  effe&ive  llrength  of  the  army  was  probably  little  inferior  to 
“ its  prefent  Hate,  the  office  eftablilhment  was,  one  firll  clerk,  who  was 
“ alfo  the  afling  fecretary,  and  two  junior  clerks;  and  the  total  expence 
“ of  the  office  for  clerks  and  contingencies  of  all  kinds,  (exclufive  of  the 
“ treafurer’s  falary  and  allowances)  was  five  hundred  and  fifty  fix  pounds, 

“ five  Ihillings. 
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“ The  office  eftabliffiment,  in  the  year  1806,  is  Hated  to  have  con  fitted 
“ of  one  afliftant  to  the  Surgeon  General,  and  another  to  the  Infpe£tor 
“ general,  who  were  alfo  deputy  infpectors  on  full  pay  ; one  extra 
“ affiftant  to  the  Surgeon  General,  with  the  full  pay  of  a purveyor,  but 
“ with  no  office  pay ; one  fecretary  and  principal  clerk,  having  the  gene- 
“ ral  fuperintendance  of  the  office,  the  correfpondence,  &c.  ; one  clerk 
“ attached  to  the  Surgeon  General ; one  ditto  employed  as  accountant, 
“ both  for  general  and  regimental  hofpitals,  with  extra  pay  for  bringing 
“ up  old  accounts ; five  junior  clerks,  employed  as  their  fervices  are 
“ required,  in  copying,  See.  and  the  whole  office  expence  is  dated  to 
“ have  been  two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty -three  pounds,  three 
“ {hillings,  and  three-pence,  three  farthings.” 

Obs.  The  above  ftatement  exhibits  the  number  of  perfons  who  affifted  the 
members  of  the  Army  Medical  Board  in  the  execution  of  their  duties, 
during  the  different  periods  therein  mentioned,  and  the  great  difference 
between  the  original  and  the  prefent  eftablifhment  of  the  board.  I had 
only  one  clerk  from  1793  until  1796,  when  a fecond  was  allowed;  a 
third  clerk  was  demanded  in  1797,  and  refufed ; nor  could  I obtain  the 
affittance  of  a deputy,  though  I folicited  it  repeatedly  and  urgently.  That 
the  prefent  eftablifhment  is  not  more  than  adequate  to  the  due  execution, 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  office,  is  only  what  the  members  of  the  board  are 
convinced  of  by  daily  experience,  and  what  the  Commiffioners  of  Military 
Enquiry  feem  themfelves  to  have  admitted ; and  if  the  prefent  number 
of  affiftants  be  requifite,  the  infufficiency  of  the  firft  eftablifhment  will  be 
obvious,  efpecially  when  the  circumftances,  under  which  the  Principals 
of  the  Medical  Board  commenced  and  continued  their  functions,  are  con- 
fidered : for  it  will  be  feen  that  the  preffure  of  bufinefs  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  army  was  never  greater,  nor  indeed  fo  great  as  during 
the  firft  of  thofe  periods  from  the  year  1793  to  the  year  1796. 

The  board  was  deftitute  of  that  aid  which  a well  organized  fyftem  would 
have  afforded  them,  had  any  fuch  fyftem  been  left  to  them  by  their  prede- 
ceffors,  Mr.  Adair  and  Mr.  Hunter  ; and  they  received  no  general  inftruc- 
tions  for  their  guidance  from  their  fuperiors.  Alrnoft  immediately  on  their 
creation  arrangements  were  to  be  made  at  home  for  the  reception  of  an 
unprecedented  number  of  fick,  brought  from  time  to  time  from  the  Ne- 
therlands and  Dutch  Provinces,  and  foon  afterwards  at  Plymouth,  Port- 
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mouth,  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  other  places  for  the  reception  of  fick  from  Ire* 
land,  the  Welt  Indies,  the  expedition  to  Quiberon,  and  from  other  parts  of 
the  world,  when  they  were  unprovided  with  buildings,  medicines,  bed- 
ding, utenfils,  &c.  for  their  accommodation,  and  were  befides  embaralfed 
and  often  counteracted  by  another  authority,  (Sir  Jerome  Fitzpatrick,) 
acting  independently  of  the  board.  Confiderable  armaments,  fuch 
as  thofe  deltined  for  Flanders,  under  the  command  of  His  Royal  High* 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Earl  of  Moira,  for  Toulon,  Corfica, 
Minorca,  Portugal,  for  the  Weft  Indies  under  Sir  Charles  Grey,  Sir  Adam 
Williamfon,  and  afterwards  Sir  Ralph  Abercomby,  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  coall  of  France,  &c.  were  to  be  provided  with  fufficient  and  fit 
medical  officers,  together  with  the  requifite  quantities  of  medicines  and  ftores, 
while  the  general  hofpital  fyllem  was  new,  and  the  regulations  for  them 
not  matured,  the  fubordinate  officers  not  very  competent  at  firlt  to  the  cor- 
rect performance  of  their  duties,  and  the  means  of  afeertaining  the  aCtuai 
charges  and  expenditure  yet  imperfeCt. 

Befides  the  calls  of  thefe  foreign  fervices,  the  very  great  augmentation  of 
our  military  force  at  home  during  the  above  period,  by  requiring  numer- 
ous medical  officers,  and  large  fupplies  of  hofpital  neceffaries,  as  well  as 
many  reforms  in  the  Medical  Department,  added  infinitely  to  their  labours ; 
and  of  thofe  labours  it  is  well  known,  that  the  chief  burthen  and  refponfi- 
bility  were  thrown  on  myfelf.  The  inadequate  affillance  alone  which  was 
granted  to  me,  will,  therefore,  I trull,  obtain  fome  allowance  with  every 
candid  mind,  for  thofe  imperfections  and  omiffions,  if  any  fuch  fhall  be . 
found,  which  may  not  be  fatisfaCtorily  explained  in  the  following  pages  ; 
and  I indulge  the  hope,  that  the  documents  given  in  fupport  of  thofe  expla- 
nations, will  prove  that  I have  not  been  deficient  either  in  zeal  for,  or  ap* 
plication  to,  the  public  fervice. 

ARTICLE  III.  Page  9,  of  Report. 

“ Although,  in  the  prefent  divifionof  the  duties  of  the  principals  of  the 
“ department,  we  may  admit  the  expediency  of  diltinCl  affillance  in  the 
“ office  to  the  Surgeon  General  and  InfpeCtor  General,  yet  we  cannot  ap- 
“ prove  of  their  employing  thofe  who,  receiving  the  full  pay  and  allowances 
“ of  another  office,  do  not  execute  thofe  duties  for  which  that  pay  and 
“ thofe  allowances  were  given.  It  might  be  necefiary,  perhaps,  as  the  Sur- 
“ geon  General  Hates,  that  one  acquainted  with  profeffional  duties  ffiould 
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« act  as  hisaffiftant  ; but  the  remuneration  ffiould,  in  our  opinion,  be  in 
“ the  character  in  which  he  a£ts,  and  the  affi  Hants  ought  not  to  receive 
“ thefalaries  of  two  diftinft  offices  for  executing  the  duties  only  of  one.” 

Obs.  The  military  members  of  the  Board  of  Commiffioners  muft  be  well 
aware  that  the  mode  in  which  the  affiftants  to  the  Surgeon  General  and  In- 
fpector  General,  are  paid  for  their  extra  duties  in  the  office,  is  fimilar 
to  that  which  is  uniformly  adopted  throughout  every  department  of  the 
army  for  the  payment  of  extra  fervices,  there  being  fcarcely  one  officer  em- 
ployed on  the  general  flaff  of  the  army,  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  a 
Provofl-Martial,  who  does  not  actually  hold  a certain  rank  in  fome  regiment, 
and  receive  the  pay  of  that  regimental  rank,  although  he  cannot  execute  thofe 
duties  for  which  that  pay  is  given. 

To  the  public  it  can  fignify  but  little,  whether  the  compenfation  to  an 
officer  for  performing  a certain  duty  be  made  by  one  falary  to  a given 
amount,  or  by  a temporary  addition  to  his  ufual  pay,  by  which  the  total 
receipt  is  raifed  to  that  amount ; but  if  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Commiffioners 
in  favour  of  the  former  of  thefe  modes  were  to  be  adopted,  endlefs  confu- 
fion  in  the  accounts  of  the  flaff,  and  of  regiments  having  officers  on  the 
flaff,  would  immediately  take  place  of  the  prefent  convenience  and  regu- 
larity. 

ARTICLE  IV.  Page  n,of  Report. 

“ After  thefe  remarks  on  the  fituation  of  thefe  particular  officers  of  the 
“ eflablifhment,  we  proceed  to  obferve  that  the  Surgeon  General’s  depart- 
“ ment  in  the  office  is  under  his  own  controul,  &c.” 

Obs.  The  department  of  the  Surgeon  General  cannot  with  propriety  be 
confidered  as  “ under  his  own  controul,”  fince  he  has  not  the  power 
even  of  appointing  or  difmiffing  his  clerks. 

ARTICLE  V.  Pages  17,  18,  of  Report. 

“ The  Purveyors  and  Deputy  Purveyors  are  alfo  recommended  by  the 
“ Infpedlor  General.  Lie  has  recommended  four  of  the  firlt,  and  feven  of 
“ the  fecond  clafs.  By  the  rules  laid  down  in  Llis  Majefty’s  warrant  of 
“ 1798,  the  Purveyors  were  directed  to  be  taken  from  among  the  fenior 
“ flaff  or  regimental  officers,  whofe  pay  was  only  ten  or  twelve  Ihillings 
“ per  diem  ; and  we  learn  from  Mr.  Kcate,  that  on  his  iirll  coming  into 
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*<  office  in  1793,  Purveyors  were  taken  from  medical  men  as  a ftep  of  pro- 
**  motion  ; but,  that  feeing  the  inconvenience  of  it,  he  had  recommended 
“ that  they  (hould  be  fele&ed  from  perfons  verfed  in  accounts ; which 
“ Mr.  Knight  Hates  is  now  done,  without  any  reference  to  medical 
“ knowledge. 

“ The  only  obfervation  which  we  {hall  make  in  this  place  is,  that  when 
“ the  rank  of  purveyor  was  no  longer  confidered  as  a ftep  in  promotion 
“ in  the  medical  line,  it  is  very  queltionable  whether  the  fame  rank  and 
“ pay  fhould  have  been  continued  to  thofe  who,  it  is  admitted  by  the  In* 

“ fpector  General,  are  now  mere  ftorekeepers  or  ftewards.” 

Obs.  The  queftion  with  which  the  preceding  article  concludes  muft  be 
determined  by  the  nature  of  the  Puryeyor’s  office,  concerning  which  the  Com* 
miffioners  appear  to  have  attended  only  to  the  account  given  by  the  InfpeCl- 
or  General,  although  that  officer,  when  he  defcribed  them  as  being  more 
properly  ftorekeepers  than  purveyors,  candidly  confeffed  that  he  “ could 
not  ftate  their  particular  duties,  becaufe  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
providing  of  (lores,”  and  thereby  admitted  that  his  own  opinion  about 
thofe  officers  was  but  of  little  value. 

It  frequently  happens  on  fervice  that  Purveyors  and  deputy  Purveyors 
are  entrufted  with  hofpital  (lores  to  a very  confiderable  amount,  with  large 
fums  of  money  for  defraying  the  current  expences  of  hofpitals,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  medical  officers,  and  alfo  with  other 
fums  accruing  from  the  ftoppages  of  men  in  general  hofpitals,  and  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  effects  of  deceafed  officers,  &c. ; and  where  a great 
truft  is  repofed  and  much  refponfibility  is  lodged,  it  becomes  prudent  to 
confer  thofe  appointments  on  fuch  perfons  alone  as  are  deemed  from  their 
characters  deferving  of  confidence ; and  thefe  perfons  muft  evidently  be 
taken  from  a fuperior  clafs  to  that  of  “ mere  ftorekeepers  or  ftewards.” 

That  this  is  the  decifion  of  very  competent  judges  will  appear  from  the 
letter  addreffed  to  the  Army  Medical  Board  by  the  deputy  Secretary  at 
War  on  the  2d  February  1803,  wherein  it  is  declared  that  “ the  employ-  App.  No.  2. 
ing  of  deputy  purveyors  at  Deal  and  Plymouth  hofpitals,  inftead  of  ftore- 
keepers, would  be  more  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  the  fervice.” 
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ARTICLE  VI.  Page  1 8,  of  Report. 

*c  It  will  be  proper  to  notice  in  this  place  what  is  not  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  in  this  full  pay  lift,  that  a new  rank  and  increafed  pay  of  five 
Kt  ihil lings  per  diem,  may  be  given  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Surgeon 
“ General,  to  anyone  belonging  to  the  claffes  before  enumerated,  and 
“ even  to  an  hofpital  mate,  by  invefting  him  with  the  name  of  Principal 
“ Medical  Officer  : a medical  officer  fo  entitled,  whatever  his  previous  rank 
“ may  have  been,  becomes  immediately  the  chief  of  the  ftaff  of  the  hofpital 
“ to  which  he  is  attached,  and  fuperfedes  in  controul  all  his  former  fu- 
“ periors.  This  title  and  pay  were  firft  eftablifhed,  as  we  learn  from  the  Phy- 
“ fician  and  Surgeon  General,  at  the  commencement  of  1798,  by  the  au- 
thority  of  the  Secretary  at  War  and  Commander  in  Chief ; and  they  ftate 
“ that  from  the  extreme  inconvenience  which  arofe  from  the  frequent  and 
“ fudden  removals  of  the  fuperintending  medical  officers  of  hofpitals  to 
“ foreign  duties,  and  of  leaving  the  charge  of  the  fick  and  ftores  to  the 
<c  next  in  rank,  who  had  every  thing  to  learn,  it  was  thought  expedient 
<c  for  this  and  for  other  reafons,  to  give  fuperior  title  and  authority  to 
“■  a proper  perfon  from  any  rank,  appointed  to  manage  and  direct  the  con- 
“ ceras  of  thefe  hofpitals.  The  nomination  of  the  perfons  who  were 
“ to  have  this  additional  pay  and  rank  is  ftated  to  have  been  in  the  board 
colle&ively,  until  the  regulation  of  the  12th  March  1798,  when  it 
w devolved  on  the  Surgeon  General.  As  this  nomination  is  confined  to 
“ the  general  hofpitals,  of  which  only  two  now  remain,  we  fhall  make 
“ no  obfervation  on  the  alleged  reafon  for  recommending  this  rank, 
<c  nor  on  the  diffatisfa&ion  which,  it  is  obvious,  muft  have  been  created 
“ by  fuch  an  incongruous  appointment.” 

-Obs.  The  rank  of  principal  medical  officer  was  inftituted  for  the  reafons 
ftated  above ; fuperior  authority  over  the  other  medical  officers  on  the  fpot 
was  given  with  it  in  order  to  preclude  all  cavil  at  his  orders,  which  had 
often  been  experienced  before,  and  an  increafe  of  pay  of  five  fhillipgs  per 
diem  was  confidered  as  being  only  a reafonable  remuneration  for  the  great 
trouble  and  refponfibility  which  attended  the  execution  of  that  duty.  It 
was  merely  a temporary  rank,  fimilar  to  the  brevet  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General,  &c.  granted  for  efpecial  fervices,  which  was  conferred  on  phy- 
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ficians  (as  in  the  inftances  of  Drs.  Boone,  Mitchell,  and  Somers,)  as  well  as 
on  other  officers,  and  was  fomedmes  conferred  for  ffiort  periods,  as  during 
the  abfence  of  the  perfon  who  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  medical 
department  at  a particular  place  ; and  it  was  reforted  to  from  principles  App.  No  3. 
not  only  of  convenience  but  alfo  of  oeconomy,  becaufe  it  obviated  the 
permanent  charge  on  the  public,  which  a new  appointment  to  the  higher 
ranks  on  the  hofpital  ftaff  would  have  created.  With  refpect  to  the  two 
general  hofpitals  only  which  now  remain  in  this  country,  viz.  the  army 
depot  hofpital  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  the  York  Hofpital  at  Chelfea,  I 
mud  obferve,  that  the  rank  and  pay  of  principal  medical  officer  never 
exifted  at  the  former,  and  that  it  ceafed  at  the  latter  in  1807,  when  its 
eftablifhment  was  altered  to  the  regimental  plan. 

ARTICLE  VII.  Page  18,  of  Report. 

“ It  is  one  of  the  general  rules  laid  down  in  His  Majefty’s  warrant 
“ of  1 2th  March,  1798,  that  the  half-pay  lift  fhould  be  firft  reforted  to 
“ for  the  fupply  of  all  the  officers  of  the  £ Hofpital  Staff.’ — And  the  Sur- 
“ geon  General  and  Infpe&or  General  ftate,  that  they  obferve  this  in  the 
“ promotion  recommended  by  them,  whenever  efficient  officers  can  be 
“ obtained  from  the  lift.  We  doubt,  however,  whether  the  rule  has  been 
“ obferved  fo  ftri&ly  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  or  whether  new  appoint- 
“ ments  have  not  been  recommended,  at  times  when  the  half-pay  lift 
“ could  have  furnifhed  the  requifite  officers.  The  fubjeft  appears  to 
“ have  attracted  the  attention  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander 
“ in  Chief  in  1801,  in  confequence' of  the  recommendation  of  the 
“ Surgeon  General  that  three  affiftant  Infpe&ors,  one  Surgeon,  one 
“ Apothecary,  and  one  deputy  Purveyor  fhould  be  placed  on  half 
“ pay.  On  this  occafion  the  Secretary  at  War  was  informed, c His  Royal 
“ Highnefs  could  not  help  obferving,  that  frequent  promotions  are  re- 
“ commended  by  Mr.  Keate,  in  the  furgeon  general’s  department,  for 
“ which  His  Royal  Highnefs  does  not  fee  the  neceffity,  when  others  of  the 
“ fame  rank  are  to  be  placed  on  half  pay.’  This  intimation  of  His  Royal 
“ Highnefs.  being  communicated  to  Mr.  Keate,  by  the  fecretary  at  war, 

“ produced  an  anfwer,  in  which  he  affigns  the  difference  of  time  between 
“ the  recommendations  for  promotion  and  thofe  for  half  pay  together  with 
“ the  motives  for  each  recommendation,  as  a juftification  of  his  conduct. 

“We  infert  the  letter  at  length  in  the  appendix,  in  juftice  to  Mr.  Keate,  that 
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“ no  part  of  the  explanation  may  be  omitted.  Whatever  opinion, 
“ founded  on  the  particular  circumftances  at  the  time  in  which  it  was 
“ given,  may  be  formed  of  this  anfwer,  we  ftill  think  ourfelves  juftified 
“ in  the  doubt  we  have  entertained,  and  in  recommending,  therefore,  a 
“ ftrict  attention  to  the  general  rule  to  which  we  have  adverted.” 

Obs.  The  only  reference  which  the  Commiffioners  give  as  a foundation 
for  the  doubt  expreffed  in  the  laft  fentence  of  the  above  paflage  is  to  their  Ap- 
pendix, No.  2i,  (A.)  which  contains  the  examination  before  them  of  “ John 
Philips,  Efq.  deputy  infpector  of  hofpitals,”  at  prefent  on  half  pay  ; and  as 
this  officer  is  not  in  my  department,  and  as  I have  befides  declared  in  my 
examination  on  oath  in  anfwer  to  the  eleventh  queftion,  that  it  was 
generally  underftood  by  me  that  the  half-pay  lift  fhould  be  firft  re- 
forted  to  when  vacancies  occurred,  or  new  expeditions  were  ordered,  if 
proper  and  efficient  men  were  on  the  lift,  (which  anfwer  is  nearly 
repeated  in  my  reply  to  their  thirty-ninth  queftion),  I have  no  fufficient 
ground  for  believing  that  any  part  of  the  doubt  entertained  by  the  Com- 
miffioners is  applicable  to  myfelf,  efpecially  becaufe  I may  prefume  that 
my  anfwer  to  the  Secretary  at  War  on  the  occafton  ftated  was  deemed 
fatisfa&ory  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  fince,  if  it  had 
been  otherwife,  the  Secretary  at  War  could  have  felt  no  more  difficulty  to  in- 
form me  thereof  than  he  felt  in  making  his  firft  communication  ; and  alfo  be- 
caufe I may  likewife  prefume  that  an  explanation  which  was  admitted  as  a 
fufficient  juftification  of  my  conduft  by  my  fuperiors,  who  were  the  moft 
competent  judges,  would  not  be  thought  unfatisfa&ory  by  the  commiffioners. 
At  the  fame  time,  fince  it  may  be  fuppofed  by  the  manner  in  which  my  name 
is  introduced,  and  by  the  tenour  of  the  extraft,  as  well  indeed  as  of  the 
whole  report,  that  fome  allufion  to  me  might  be  couched  therein,  I muft 
for  myfelf  fincerely  regret  that  the  Commiffioners  did  not  make  ufe 
of  thofe  opportunities  which  were  at  their  command  to  afcertain  fatts 
and  to  remove  every  doubt  from  their  minds ; and  that,  inftead  of 
manifefting  liberality  towards  the  individuals  they  implicated,  as  well  as 
doing  juftice  to  the  Public  by  obtaining  full  but  correft  information  on  all 
the  points  they  deemed  it  their  duty  to  inveftigate,  they  have  preferred 
rather  to  adhere  to  the  doubts  they  had  firft  formed,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  alone,  as  it  may  feem,  of  reporting  thofe  doubts  to  parliament. 
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ARTICLE  VIII.  Page  21,  Report. 

“ The  Army  General  Elofpital  fyflem  to  which  we  fhall  now  advert, 

“ either  as  it  has  been  adopted  in  our  military  fervice  abroad,  or  in  that 
“ at  home,  is  to  be  eflimated  in  refpe£t  of  its  utility  in  the  care  of  the  Tick, 

“ and  its  economy. 

“ In  purfuing  this  part  of  our  inquiry,  we  have  colle&ed  information 
“ from  gentlemen  of  great  experience  in  every  branch  of  army  medical 
“ practice,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  an  examination  and  comparifon  of 
“ the  accounts  of  general  and  regimental  hofpitals,  and  of  the  medical 
“ fyftem  obferved  in  the  Navy,  Ordnance,  and  Eaft  India  Company’s  fer- 
“ vices,  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  army  medical  fyftem.” 

Obs.  With  how  little  propriety  the  Commiflioners  have  taken  to  them- 
felves  the  credit  of  having  “ collected  information  from  gentlemen  of  great 
“ experience  in  every  branch  of  army  medical  practice,”  in  their  inquiry 
into  “ the  general  hofpital  fyftem,”  has  been  fo  fully  fhewn  by  Dr. 

Bancroft,  in  a late  publication  by  him  on  certain  parts  of  the  fifth  report, 

(and  whofe  animadverfions  on  the  fubjeft  I take  the  liberty  of  giving  in 
the  Appendix,  in  order  to  fave  my  own  time,)  that  it  is  almoft  fuper-  App.  No.  4. 
fluous  to  add  any  thing  to  what  he  has  fo  ably  written ; I fhall  only 
remark,  that  while  the  Commiflioners  have  thought  it  unneceflary  to  put 
even  a Angle  queftion  concerning  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of 
general  hofpitals  to  thofe  fuperior  medical  officers  who  had  been  moft  con- 
verfant  with  them,  and  more  efpecially  to  myfelf,  who  have  had,  with  one 
exception  to  be  hereafter  noticed,  the  controul  of  all  the  general  hof- 
pitals which  have  been  eftablilhed  during  the  laft  fourteen  years,  whether 
at  home  or  abroad,  they  have,  with  fingular  partiality,  fought  -viva  voce 
evidence  from  two  gentlemen  only,  who  certainly  -were  among  the  Ieaft 
qualified  to  give  proper  information  that  they  could  have  felefted ; fince 
one  of  them,  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  has  never  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  fervice, 
been  called  upon  (to  the  belt  of  my  knowledge,)  to  do  one  day’s  duty  in 
general  hofpitals  j and  the  other.  Dr.  Borland,  has  done  but  little  duty  in 
them,  and  that  little  has  been  done  almoft  wholly  in  thofe  of  all  the 
general  hofpitals  within  their  knowledge,  which  the  Army  Medical  Board 
have  always  had  reafon  to  confider  as  the  worft  ; I mean  the  general  hol- 
pitals  in  Flanders,  and  thofe  which  were  under  Dr.  Jackfon’s  manage- 
ment ; fo  that  the  former  had  in  reality  no  perfonal  acquaintance  whatever 
with  thofe  eftabliftiments,  and  the  latter  was  acquainted  chiefly  with  their 
abufes  and  defc&s. 
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ARTICLE  IX.  Page  22,  of  Report. 

“ When  troops  are  engaged  on  aftive  fervice  abroad,  it  muff,  we  pre- 
fume,  fometimes  happen  that  the  fick  and  wounded  cannot  be  accom- 
“ modated  with  the  regiments  to  which  they  belong  : in  fuch  cafes,  hof- 
“ pitals  to  which  the  fick  might  be  generally  fent,  and  medical  aid  beyond 
“ that  which  the  regimental  furgeons  could  fupply,  mufl  become  necef- 
“ fary.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  there  were  general  hofpitals  with 
“ our  army  in  Flanders  in  1793.  The  fick  were  neverthelefs  moflly 
“ kept  with  their  regiments,  and  the  medical  flaff  of  the  army  was  com- 
<c  pofed  of  perfons  who  had  had  experience  in  regimental  practice.  But  in 
“ 1794,  after  the  formation  of  the  army  medical  board,  a new  fyflem 
<c  feems  to  have  been  adopted.  Medical  men  Rated  to  be  inexperienced 
“ in  military  habits,  and  the  conduct  of  army  medical  praflice,  were 
“ placed  at  the  head  of  the  flaff ; and  the  fick  were  taken  from  the 
“ regimental  furgeons,  and  were  almofl  folely  accommodated  in  the  newly 
“ eftablifhed  general  hofpitals.  The  confequences,  as  we  learn  from 
“ Dr.  Borland,  then  furgeon  to  a regiment  on  that  fervice,  and  the  con- 
“ curring  teflimony  of  other  medical  perfons  ferving  in  the  fame  army, 
“ were  very  unfortunate : the  mortality,  which,  while  the  fick  remained 
“ with  their  regiments  in  the  former  year,  had  been  trifling,  and  even  in 
<c  thofe  regiments  which  flill  kept  their  fick  under  the  eye  of  their  fur- 
“ geons,  in  1794,  was  comparatively  fmall,  became  very  great  in  the 
“ general  hofpitals : and  the  expenditure  alfo,  owing  to  bad  fuperintend- 
“ ance,  and  the  want  of  a due  fyflem,  was  very  confiderable.  It  was 
“ another  confequence  of  the  change,  that  the  regimental-  furgeons,  whom 
“ Dr.  Borland  confidered  as  at  that  time  equal  to  their  fituation,  not  being 
“ permitted  to  take  care  of  their  own  fick,  became  lefs  active  in  the  fervice. 
“ Dr.  M‘Gregor,  who  alfo  ferved  as  a regimental  furgeon  on  the  con- 
“ tinent  in  1794  and  1795,  fpeaks  of  the  greater  mortality  in  the  general 
“ than  in  the  regimental  hofpitals,  and  of  the  great  expenditure  of  wine  and 
“ fpirit  in  the  firfl,  whilfl  the  expences  of  the  fecond  were  very  moderate  ; 

and  of  the  difguft  which  was  created  in  the  regimental  furgeons,  becaufe 
“ their  fick  were  taken  from  them,  and  fent  to  the  general  hofpitals 
<c  where  they  were  placed  under  the  care  of  others,  not  acquainted  with, 
u army  practice,  but  felefted  from  civil  lifc.’> 

Obs.  The  obvious  import  of  the  foregoing  article  is,  that  great  mifma- 
bagement  was  introduced  into  the  Britifh  hofpitals  on  the  Continent,  fubfe- 
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qucntly  to  Mr.  Hunter’s  death,  in  confequence  of  the  injudicious  appoint- 
ments and  changes  in  the  former  fyftem  of  condufting  thole  hofpitals,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  by  the  new  Army  Medical  Board.  Among 
thefe  appointments  it  is  alleged  that  “ medical  men  ftated  to  be  inexpe- 
rienced in  military  habits,  and  the  conduit  of  army  medical  practice,  were 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  ftaff.”  Here  the  commillioners  have  greatly 
erred ; no  fuch  perfons  having  been,  at  any  time,  appointed  as  heads  of 
the  continental  Haft',  nor,  indeed,  was  any  change  made  by  the  new  board 
in  thofe  heads,  who  were  appointed  before  Mr.  Hunter’s  death  ; for  the 
Infpector,  Dr.  Kennedy,  the  two  Phyficians,  Drs.  Weft  and  Smith,  the  two 
Staff  Surgeons,  Young  and  Grieves,  and  the  two  Apothecaries  nominated  by 
him,  all  retained  their  fttuations  and  feniority  during  the  whole  time  in 
which  the  alleged  mifmanagement  fubftfted.  Of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
that  mifmanagement  it  is  not  incumbent  on  me,  were  I better  informed  than 
1 am,  to  give  any  account,  ftnce  thofe  who  are  chargeable  with  it,  were 
neither  appointed  by,  nor  accountable  to  the  Army  Medical  Board. 

When  the  Britilh  army  was  firft  affembled  on  the  continent,  early  in  the 
year  1793,  the  late  Mr.  Hunter  held  the  joint  offices  of  Surgeon  General 
and  Infpe&or  of  regimental  infirmaries ; and  as  the  then  Phyfician  Gene- 
ral was  incapable  of  duty,  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  Army  Medical  Board 
devolved  upon  him  ; and,  confequently,  the  hofpital  ftaff  for  that  arms 
was  formed  upon  Mr.  Hunter’s  nomination,  about  the  1.7th  of  April  1793.. 
That  ftaff  confifted  of  two  army  phyficians,  Drs.  Gregory  Weft  and 
Robert  Smyth,  who  were  both  taken  from  half  pay  ; and  of  two  ftaff  fur- 
geons,  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Grieves,  with  a purveyor  and  two  apothecaries, 
who  had  all  been  long  in  the  fervice. 

The  firft  and  fecond  articles  of  the  inftructions  for  the  conduct  of  this 
ftaff,  (given  at  the  war  office,  the  8th  of  May  1793,)  are  in  thefe 
words,  viz.  “ ift.  Every  part  of  the  management  rel'pe&ing  the  fick, 
whether  in  general  or  regimental  hofpitals,  is  to  be  governed  by  the  or- 
ders of  the  phyficians,  except  that  in  the  cafes  ftri&ly  chirurgical,  the  fur- 
geons  are  not  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  controul  of  the  phyficians.”  “ 2nd, 
Each  phyfician  and  furgeon  is  anfwerable  for,  and  of  courfe  inuft  be  abfo- 
lute  in  the  treatment  of  the  patients  under  his  peculiar  charge.  Where 
more  than  one  of  either  capacity  attend,  the  ufual  rule  of  praftice  is  to  be 
obferved.”  The  3d  and  4th  articles  relate  to  the  duties  of  apothecaries 
and  hofpital  mates.  The  5th  article  gives  to  the  phyficians  authority  to 
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appoint  a medical  rtaff,  when  expedient  for  any  detachment  of  the  army- 
The  6th,  7th,  and  8th  articles  relate  to  the  duties  of  the  purveyor,  who  was 
rendered  completely  independent  of  all  medical  controul ; and  the  laft  ar- 
ticle declares  that  “ all  matters  regarding  the  management  of  the  hofpital  , 
and  the  condutt  of  the  officers  belonging  thereto,  are  to  be  fubjed,  in 
every  refpect  and  particular,  to  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.”  From  disagreements  among  the  medical  officers,  or 
other  caufes,  His  Majefty  thought  it  proper,  as  ftated  in  a letter  from  the 
Secretary  at  War,  of  the  29th  of  July  1793,  “ to  place  the  direction  of 
the  hofpitals  on  the  continent  in  the  hands  of  fome  officer  of  experience 
in  that  line,  who  might  give  his  whole  attention  to  the  general  bufmefs  of 
the  department,  while  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  were  occupied  in  the 
exercife  of  their  particular  and  refpedive  duties and  for  that  purpofe  to 
grant  a commiffion  to  Dr.  Hugh  Kennedy,  (from  half  pay,)  appointing  him 
“ Infpector  of  hofpitals  to  the  forces  ferving  under  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York;”  adding,  in  this  inftanceof  attentive  regard  to  the  means 
of  enfuring  a proper  management  of  the  Tick  on  the  continent,  one  to  the 
many  proofs  already  exifting  of  that  paternal  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  the 
army  which  fo  eminently  diltinguifh  and  adorn  His  Majefty’s  character. 
By  this  commiffion  Dr.  Kennedy  was  “ verted  with  the  fuperintendance 
and  controul  of  all  matters  regarding  the  medical  department,  fubject  of 
courfe  to  the  orders  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,”  but  he  was  “not  to  interfere 
with  the  regulations  for  conducing  the  Purveyor’s  branch  of  bufinefs,  as 
fet  forth”  in  the  before-mentioned  inftruftions,  of  which  a copy  was  the 
fame  day  tranfmitted  to  Dr.  Kennedy  for  his  government.  Under  this 
commiffion  and  thefe  inftru£Hons  Dr.  Kennedy  confidered  himfelf  as  being 
in  every  refpeft  independent  of  Mr.  Hunter,  fo  long  as  he  lived ; having 
conveyed  his  recommendations  for  promotions,  &c.  direftly  to  the  Secretary 
at  War,  and  made  all  his  requifitions  for  medicines,  inftruments,  &c.  imme- 
diately to  the  Apothecary  General,  without  ever  communicating  them  to  Mr. 
Hunter ; and  as  foon  as  he  heard  that  Mr.  Gunning  and  myfelf  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  offices  which  had  been  held  by  Mr.  Hunter,  he  wrote  a letter 
to  us,  containing,  among  others,  the  following  pafiage,  viz. : “ As  I hold 
myfelf  refponfible  for  the  abilities  of  thofe  whom  I think  worthy  to  recom- 
mend to  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  promotion,  I am  fedulous  in  my  felec- 
tion.  His  Royal  Highnefs  has  given  me,  upon  that  account,  his  confidence  in 
thefe  matters,  and  will  not  permit  any  interference,  & c.”  This  part  of  Dr. 
Kennedy’s  letter  we  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  to  Lord  Amherft,  re- 
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quefting  to  know  His  Majefty’s  pleafure  on  that  fubjedt ; and  we  were  after- 
wards informed  that  it  had  been  fettled  with  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  approved 
by  His  Majefty,  that  the  Army  Medical  Board  Ihould  nominate  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  to  the  original  appointments  and  augmentations,  but  Ihould  not  inter- 
fere with  any  vacancies  occafioned  by  death  or  refignation ; and  in  conformity 
with  this  arrangement  the  new  board  abftained  (as  appears  by  the  official  docu- 
ments in  my  poffeffion)  from  recommending  to  any  appointment  on  the  hof- 
pital  ftaff  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York  on  the  continent  until  the  18th  of  January  1794,  when,  a fmall 
augmentation  of  ftaff  furgeons  being  required,  they  nominated  Mr.  Hollings 
and  Mr.  Joberns,  two  well-educated  furgeons,  then  ferving  as  hofpital-mates 
in  Flanders,  and  on  the  ift  of  February  following  they  nominated  to  the 
fame  office  Mr.  Francis  M‘Donnell,  who  had  been  formerly  appointed  to  ad 
as  furgeon  at  Offend,  by  Mr.  Hunter.  Thefe  ftaff  furgeons,  no  one  of  them 
taken  from  what  is  called  civil  life* , appear  to  have  been  the  only perfons who 
obtained  any  appointments  to  the  army  on  the  continent,  in  confequence  of 
any  nomination  by  the  new  board,  from  their  creation  on  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1793,  until  the  month  of  April  1794;  when  Dr.  Borland  appears  not 
only  to  have  left  Flanders  fome  time,  but,  on  my  recommendation,  had 
been  appointed  furgeon  to  the  23d  regiment,  then  in  or  going  to  the  Weft 
Indies.  It  appears  abfolutely  impoffible,  therefore,  according  to  all  the  do- 
cuments in  my  office,  that  any  of  thofe  evils  could  have  exifted  which  Dr. 
Borland  has  ftated  in  his  evidence  to  the  commiffioners,  as  having  been  pro- 
duced within  his  own  knowledge  on  the  continent,  previous  to  the  time  of 
his  leaving  it,  by  “ the  elevation  of  perfons  from  civil  life  to  the  fituations  of 
ftaff  phyficians  and  furgeons  ; becaufe  no  fuch  perfons  feem  to  have  been 
appointed  to  either  of  thofe  fituations  by  the  late  Mr.  Hunter,  or  by  the  new 
board.  Indeed  the  three  appointments  before  mentioned,  the  only 
ones  recommended  by  the  board,  and  thofe  not  from  civil  life,  took  place 

* I have  here  mentioned  that  the  gentlemen  then  appointed  Surgeons  were  not  taken 
from  civil  life  merely  to  refute  the  llatement  made  by  Dr.  Borland,  and  not  to  attach  any 
blame  to  fuch  appointments  of  Staff  Officers  on  particular  occafions,  and  when  bellowed 
on  well  qualified  individuals.  That  it  was  a frequent  practice  in  former  wars  to  appoint 
not  only  Phyficians  but  Staff  Surgeons  from  civil  life  is  unqueflionable,  the  following 
gentlemen,  among  others,  whofe  names  I do  not  at  prefent  recolleft,  having  been  advanced 
at  once  to  that  rank,  without  any  previous  army  fervice,  viz.  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
(afterwards  Surgeon  General,)  Mr.  Francis  Tomkins,  Mr.  John  Howell,  Mr.  (now  Sir) 
John  Macnamara  Hayes,  Mr.  Alexander  Grant,  Mr.  Thompfon  Fofter,  Mr.  Wilicox, 
and  Mr.  Field. 
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but  a very  fhort,  if  any,  time  before  Dr.  Borland  left  the  continent ; 
for  it  appears  that  he  returned  to  England  with  Tick  or  invalided  foldiers 
fome  time  in  February,  or  very  early  in  March ; and  was  recommended 
to  thefurgeoncy  of  the  23d  regiment  on  the  29th  of  March  ; when,  accord- 
ing to  my  belt  recolledion,  he  had  been  feveral  weeks  in  London.  Afto- 
nifhed  at  the  difcordance  between  my  official  documents  and  Dr.  Borland’s 
evidence,  and  being  unwilling  to  fuppofe  that  he  could,  when  under  oath, 
have  made  affertions  which  had  no  foundation  in  truth,  I wrote  to  him  on 
the  1 6th  of  May  requeuing  him  “ to  furnifh  me  with  a lift  of  the  new  ftaff 
fent  out  by  the  army  medical  board  prior  to  his  return  from  Flanders 
adding  as  the  motive  of  my  requeft,  that  “ the  official  documents  in  my  pof- 
feflion  did  not  appear  to  confirm  his  ftatement.”  In  his  anfwer  of  the  next 
day  he  writes,  “ I beg  to  ftate  that  the  fituation  I held  with  the  army  in 
Flanders  did  not  put  me  in  poffeffion  of  the  lift  of  the  new  ftaff  fent  out  by 
the  army  medical  board,  prior  to  my  return  from  thence  ; but  it  is  gene- 
rally notorious,  that  perfons  of  little  or  no  experience  in  the  army  were 
appointed  to  commiffions  on  the  medical  ftaff  of  the  above  named  army.” 
In  reply  to  this  anfwer,  I wrote  to  Dr.  Borland  that  “ I certainly  fhould 
not  expect,  in  ordinary  cafes,  that  any  one  in  the  fituation  which  he  held 
for  a very  few  months  with  the  army  in  Flanders,  muft  neceffarily  have  been 
put  in  poffeffion  of  the  lift  of  the  new  ftaff,  which  he  had  ftated  to  have 
been  “ fent  out  by  the  army  medical  board,  prior  to  his  return  from  thence;” 
but  that  not  being  able  either  “ to  recoiled  or  find  among  the  papers  in 
my  office,  any  evidence  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a ftaff ;”  and  being  un- 
willing to  fuppofe  “ that  he  would  have  taken  upon  himfelf,  when  under 
the  obligation  of  an  oath,  to  make  a ftatement  fo  important  in  regard  to  the 
confequences  which  he  had  deduced  from  it,  without  fome  document,  or 
at  leaft  without  fuch  a diftind  recolledion,  as  might  enable  him  to  mention 
the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfons,  whofe  appointment  from  civil  life,  to  the 
fituation  of  ftaff  phyficians  and  furgeons,  had  produced  fo  much  harm,  be- 
fore he  left  the  continent,  I muft  renew  my  application  to  him  for  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  give  on  the  fubjed  ; it  being  neceffary  to  enable  me,&c.” 
Inftead,  however,  of  a farther  explanation  from  Dr.  Borland,  he  wrote 
to  me,  that  he  was  “ far  from  being  perfuaded  by  my  official  call  on  him, 
“ that  he  was  bound  to  give  evidence  regarding  individuals,  that  might  in- 
volve him  in  controverfy,  or  might  be  fuppofed  to  inculpate  others.”  He 
adds,  “ refped  for  your  official  fituation  forbids  me  to  notice  that  part  of 
your  letter  where  you  feem  to  throw  a doubt  on  my  veracity.  I have  given 
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flatements  before  an  authority  competent  to  examine  upon  oath,  and  am. 
ready,  in  the  prefence  of  afimilarly  conffituted  tribunal,  to  enter  more  largely 
on  the  fubjecl  in  queftion.”  Dr.  Borland  had  in  his  firft  letter  exprefled 
a doubt  whether  itwould  be  proper  in  him  or  decorous  to  the  Commiflioners, 
to  anfwer  private  quellions  touching  a fubjecl  on  which  he  was  examined 
on  oath,”  and  might  be  fo  again.  This  I confidered  as  an  expedient  to 
flielter  himfelf  againll  all  quellions,  which  I had  fuppofed  an  innocent  man 
would  have  gladly  anfvvered  for  his  owm  fake.  Of  his  latter  letters,  and  of 
the  degree  of  credit  to  which  he  is  entitled,  the  Public  will  judge,  according 
as  he  may  or  may  not  explain  his  condutt  to  their  fatisfaflion. 

Though  no  new  ftaff  was  appointed  to  the  army  in  Flanders  before  Dr. 
Borland  left  it,  the  new  Medical  Board  did,  upon  requifition,  nominate  two 
phyficians,  three  furgeons,  and  three  apothecaries,  as  an  augmentation 
of  the  original  Stall'  fome  time  after,  i.  e.  on  the  9th  of  April  1794, 
though  it  is  not  probable  that  any  of  the  perfons  then  nominated  and 
fent  out  from  this  country,  could  have  joined  the  army,  until  the  fol- 
lowing month ; nor  was  any  one  fo  nominated  taken  from  civil  life,  ex- 
cepting the  two  phyficians,  Drs.  Rogerfon  and  Moore.  So  that  nothing 
in  thefe  appointments  could  have  occafioned  any  of  the  evils  which 
Dr.  Borland  defcribes  as  having  occurred  within  his  knowledge,  and 
before  his  departure  from  the  continent,  fuppofing  that  any  fuch  > 
evils  exifted.  And  this  is  alfo  true  of  the  Staff  which  the  Medical 
Board  had  fometime  before  nominated  for  the  army  under  Lord 
Moira;  of  which  the  two  phyficians  were-  alone  taken  from  civil 
life  ; for  this  army,  with  the  Staff’  belonging  to  it,  only  reached  Flanders 
about  the  end  of  June  1794,  when,  after  landing  at  Offend,  his  Lord- 
Ihip,  by  a forced  march,  joined  the  army  under  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  York,  four  or  five  months  after  Dr.  Borland’s  departure. 

Befides  thefe  objections  to  Dr.  Borland’s  evidence,  there  are  others 
arifing  from  the  fhortnefs  of  his  ftay  in  Flanders,  and  the  ffation  in  which 
he  was  there  placed.  He  appears  to  have  been  firff  appointed  hofpital 
mate  to  the  army  in  Flanders  on  the  laft  day  of  Auguft  1793,  and  pro- 
bably went  thither  towards  the  middle  or  end  of  the  following  month ; 
and  the  interval  between  his  arrival  and  the  time  when  he  muff  Ivave  fet 
out  upon  his  return,  could  have  been  but  little  more  than  four  months, 
during  which  he  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  ftationed  in  fome 
general  hofpital.  For  though  the  Commiffioners  are  pleafed  to  reprefent 
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him  as  “ furgeon  to  a regiment  on  that  fervice,”  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  there  for  a fingle  minute  in  that  fituation.  And  it  muft  therefore 
occafion  forne  degree  of  wonder,  that  Dr.  Borland,  in  the  ftation  of  hofpi- 
tal  mate,  and  then  “ very  young  in  the  fervice,”  to  ufe  his  own  words, 
Ihould  have  been  able  to  acquire  fo  much  knowledge,  not  only  of  general 
hofpitals,  army  phyficians,  and  ft  a IF  furgeons,  but  alfo  of  the  regimental 
hofpitals  and  the  regimental  furgeons : and  that  he  fhould  fo  willingly, 
and  with  fo  little  diffidence,  have  undertaken  to  give  the  Commiffioners  an 
account  of  their  qualifications,  difcontents,  &c.,  confidering  that  the  duties- 
of  regimental  furgeons  are  ufually  remote  from  general  hofpitals,  and  that 
they  are  rarely  feen  in  them.  That  he  muft  have  known  very  little  oF 
them  may  be  concluded  from  what  he  fays  refpecting  their  qualifications  j 
for  it  is  notorious  that  regimental  furgery  w-as  then,  general])'  fpeaking,  as 
it  had  been  during  the  American  war,  in  a very  defeftive  ftate ; the  fur- 
geons, having  been  either  appointed  by  purchafe,  or  taken  from  the  mates, 
who  had  been  recommended  by  the  Colonels  of  regiments,  without  giving 
any  proofs  of  medical  qualification  ; many  of  them  were  unable  properly  to- 
perform  any  capital  operation  in  furgery ; neither  were  they  fupplied  with, 
fuitable  inftruments,  or  medicines.  It  was  to  remedy  thefe  defects  that 
Mr.  Gunning  and  myfelf  determined,  in  appointing  flaff  furgeons,  who  are 
principally  wanted  for  the  more  important  and  difficult  operations,  to  pay 
lefs  regard  to  feniority  than  our  predeceffor  had  done,  by  feleding  for 
thefe  appointments  aftive  and  well  educated,  though  younger  men,  who, 
after  qualifying  themfelves  to  become  good  operators  in  the  London  hof- 
pitals, had  ferved  as  hofpital  mates.  And  in  a letter  to  Lord  Amherft, 
App.No.V.  dated  the  23d  of  November,  1793,  inferted  in  the  Appendix,  we 
ftated  our  intention  of  making  this  deviation  from  the  practice  of  our 
predeceffor,  with  our  reafons  for  it ; a deviation  which  he  is  underftood  to 
have  intended  to  make,  in  confequence  of  feveral  communications  he  had 
received  during  the  few  months  which  the  war  had  lafled  previoufly  to  his 
death. 

Of  the  effeds  of  the  feveral  appointments  to  the  army  on  the  continent 
which  were  made  upon  our  recommendations,  fome  opinion  may  be 
formed  by  a letter  to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  dated  the  22d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1794,  from  Dr.  Gregory  Weft,  (who  had  been  fent  by  Mr. 
Hunter,  as  fenior  phyfician  and  chief  medical  officer  to  that  army)  in  which 
he  writes  as  follows : viz : “ My  return  to  London  from  the  army  in 
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J‘  February  lad  proceeded  from  no  other  motive  than  to  point  out  to  the 
“ Medical  Board,  the  evils  that  had  refulted  from  a deficiency  of  medical 
“ affidants  in  the  former  campaign,  (i.  e.  during  Mr.  Hunter’s  life.)  In 
“ the  commencement  of  the  prefent,  what  would  have  been  the  confe- 
<c  quence  of  inattention  to  the  circumdance  alluded  to,  as  there  never 
“ was  a period,  when  fo  many  actions  had  taken  place  ? — No  complaint 
“ has  occurred,  and  although  at  this  time  there  may  be  an  appearance  of 
*(  infufficiency,  no  fault  refts  with  you.  Accudomed  to  practife  in  a very 
“ moid  climate  (the  Miffiffippi)  in  a military  hofpital,  I forefaw  the  general 
“ ficknefs  that  would  prevail  at  this  feafon,  if  the  army  continued  in  Hoi* 
“ land ; I therefore  took  the  liberty  to  fugged  fome  time  ago,  that  if  an 
“ hofpital  could  be  procured  on  this  fide  of  the  water,  as  the  great  depot 
<£  for  the  fick,  and  a lodgement  for  the  bulk  of  the  Purveyor’s  (lores, 
“ during  the  continuance  of  the  troops  in  that  country,  fick  foldiers  would 
“ reap  the  greated  benefits,  the  lofs  of  (lores  be  prevented,  and  ex- 
pences  faved  to  government.  By  a letter  I lately  received  from  the 
<c  continent  there  were  in  the  field  hofpital  160;  at  Gorcum  1300. — 
<c  Rheynen  is  not  mentioned,  but  when  I left  Dort,  the  amount  of  patients 
“ there  mud  have  been  near  800.  To  you,  gentlemen,  I appeal  profef- 
“ fionally  if  the  removal  of  the  fick,  from  the  foil  that  gave  birth  to  the 
*c  difeafes  abovementioned,  would  not  be  attended  with  greater  advan- 
“ tages  than  any  increafe  of  medical  aflidance.” 

The  removal  of  the  fick  to  this  country,  as  mentioned  in  Dr.  Wed’s  let- 
ter, was  continued,  and  the  correfpondence  which  was  maintained  by  the 
Medical  Board  and  myfelf  on  the  fubject,  and  the  meafures  we  took  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  fick  and  wounded  after  their  arrival,  conditute  the 
whole,  or  nearly  the  whole, of  what  we  were  allowed  to  do  in  thefe  matters ; 
even  the  requifitions  for  medicines  and  furgeons’  indruments,  were  fent 
by  Dr.  Kennedy,  dire&ly  to  the  apothecary  general,  and  fupplied  without 
any  communication  with  us.  Some  diforders  and  abufes  I am  aware  mud 
have  exided,  but  they  appear  to  have  been  confiderably  exaggerated,  and  to 
have  refulted  in  a great  degree  from  the  difagreeinents  of  the  medical  officers 
that  had  commenced  early  in  the  campaign,  and  are  known  to  have  produced 
Dr.  Kennedy’s  appointment ; w'hich,  however,  did  not  put  an  end  to  them, 
though  it  might  have  altered  their  direction. — 1 have  nowr  before  me  the 
evidence  given  at  “ a court  of  Inquiry,  (held  the  9th  of  June  1794? 

« Tournay,)  by  order  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,’’ 
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whofe  anxiety  to  remedy  abufes  and  to  contribute  to  the  comforts  of  the 
fick  was  confpicuous  on  all  occafions,  to  examine  into  “ a complaint 
“ brought  againft  the  director  general  of  hofpitals,  as  well  as  what  that 
£C  gentleman  may  have  to  offer  on  his  part.”  The  complainants  were,  one 
phyfician,  four  Haft  furgeons,  (including  Mr. Young  and  Mr.  Grieves,)  and 
one  apothecary.  They  Hated  that  Dr.  Kennedy’s  conduct  had  been  “ ini- 
<£  mical  to  the  recovery  of  the  fick,  and  injurious  to  the  profeflional  cha- 
££  racier  of  the  complainants  ; that  either  by  ignorance  or  inattention  tcv 
“ the  duties  of  his  office,  the  Director  General  had  been  the  caufe  of  much 
“ injuftice  to  the  fick  and  wounded  of  the  army,  and  of  unmerited  cenfure 
££  to  the  complainants;  and  that  in  the  hofpital'  many  men  had  materially,. 
££  perhaps  fatally,  fuffered  for  want  of  medicines,  dreflings,  bedding,  &c.” 
Many  of  thefe  wants  were  indeed  fufffciently  proved, but  they  were  in  a great 
degree  accounted  for,  by  the  delays  which  adverfe  wind's  and  weather  had 
produced ; and  in  no  part  of  the  evidence  on  either  fide,  nor  in  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy’s defence,  was  the  flighteft  imputation  caff;  upon  the  Medical  Board, 
or  upon  any  one  of  their  appointments,  though  the  animofities  manifefted 
on  the  occafion  were  fueh  as  muff;  have  in  fome  ..way  produced  reflections 
upon  them,  if  there  had  been  the  leaft  occafion  for  them.  This 
enquiry,  however,  produced  no  termination  of  the  fubfifting  difagreements 
but  the  Army  Medical  Board  were  only  acquainted  with  them  imperfectly 
and  accidentally,  until  the  month  of  Auguft  1794,  when  a communication 
was  made  to  the  Medical  Board  by  Lord  Amherft,  and  in  confequence  of  it, 
both  Mr.  Gunning  and  myfelf  offered  to  go  over  to  the  continent,  and  exert 
our  belt  endeavours  for  the  good  of  the  fervice.  But  one  of  us  alone 
being  thought  fuffieient,  Mr.  Gunning,  with  His  Majefty’s  approbation,  un- 
dertook the  million,  and  made  a fuitable  report  on  the  fubject,  after  his  re- 
turn to  the  then  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Amherft.  This  was  all  that  we 
were  permitted  to  do  until  the  5th  of  December,  1794,  when,  having  been 
informed  by  the  Secretary  at  War  that  the  tick  of  theBritifh  army  in  Holland 
bad  increafed  to  7000  in  number,  and  that  many  of  the  medical  officers  were 
partakers  of  the  ficknefs,  we  recommended  an  addition  of  two  phyficians 
■and  two  apothecaries  for  the  hofpital  ftaff  of  that  army.  To  thefe,  and  the 
other  appointments  made  upon  our  recommendations,  we  hoard  of  no  ob- 
jection until  the  month  of  June  1 795,  when  two  communications  were  made 
to  the  Medical  Board,  by  order  of  His  Royal  Highncfs  the  Duke  of  York  ; 
one  of  them  was  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnett,  dated  Bremerlehe, 
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May  19th,  and  addrefled  to  Colonel  Don,  chiefly  relative  to  the  embarka* 
tion  of  the  fick.  The  other,  a letter  from  the  fame  officer,  then  in  London, 
dated  the  13th  of  June,  1795,  and  addreifed  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Calvert, 
containing  indifcriminate  reflections  upon  the  whole  medical  flaff  of  the 
army  lately  on  the  Continent,  excepting  only  Dr.  Jackfon  and  three  others  j 
but  without  naming  or  defignating  any  individual  but  an  hofpital  mate  of  the 
name  of  Morris,  who  not  only  had  not  been  recommended  by  the  board, 
but  whofe  appointment  Mr.  Gunning  had  oppofed  when  in  Holland  fome 
months  before,  on  account  of  his  being  frequently  intoxicated  ; though, 
fubfequently  to  the  furgeon  general’s  departure,  the  General  commanding 
the  army  after  the  return  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  from 
Flanders,  was  induced  to  make  that  very  appointment,  which  had  been  thus 
oppofed.  I11  a letter  which  the  board  addreifed  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  in  an- 
fwer  to  thefe  communications  from  Colonel  Barnett,  dated  June  25,  1795-, 
are  the  following  paragraphs,  viz. : “We  cannot  but  obferve  through  the 

“ whole  of  thefe  letters,  and  more  particularly  the  laft,  that  it  apears  to  us 
“ to  be  one  principal-  point  in  view  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnett,  to  re« 
“ commend  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  that  even  the  abufe  of  the  hofpitals  and  that 
“ of  the  medical  board  are  but  fecondary  confiderations ; for,  touching 
“ the  accufation  of  Mr.  Morris,  and  the  reporting  him  for  not  doing  his 
“ duty,  he  feems  to  make  an.  apology,  and  fays,  that  ‘ it  is  your  Royal 
“ Highnefs’s  requeil  that  he  thus  particularizes.’  It  is  fortunate,  however, 
“ for  the  medical  board  that  Mr.  Morris  was  appointed  an  hofpital  mate  by 
“ one  of  the  commanders  in  chief  on  the  Continent.  It  is  plain  then  that 
“ the  medical  board  are  not  to  blame  in  this,  and  as  plain  that  no  medical 
“ man  fhould  be  recommended  to  the  fervice  but  by  medical  men,  who 
“ only  are  judges  of  each- others’  merits,  and  of  the  proper  qualifications 
“ for  the  fervice. 

“ We  are  of  opinion  that  general  charges  fhould  not  be  encouraged ; 
“ that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnett  fhould  come  forward  with  his  charee 
“ againfl  particular  men,  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  purveyors,  and  not 
“ merely  on  a half-appointed  mate  ; and  if  he  has  any  charge  againfl  the 
“ army  medical  board,  he  fhould  in  a formal  manner  flate  it,  and  the  board 
“ are  not  in  the  leafl  afraid  but  they  can  juftify  their  condudt  to  your  Royal 
“ Highnefs  j but  to  defend  themfelves  againfl  unprovoked  general  attacks 
“ is  out  of  their  power.  They  are  fatisfied  they  have  given  the  fervice  a 
« better  flaff  than  they  ever  had,  and  if  their  advice  had  been  taken,  and 
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they  had  had  more  power  to  act,  the  diforders  fo  juflly  complained  of 
“ would  have  been  remedied  long  ago.”  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

After  this  the  board  heard  no  more  of  lieutenant  colonel  Barnet’s 
complaint,  nor  of  any  other  on  that  fubject. 

In  regard  to  Dr.  M'Gregor’s  account  of  the  greater  mortality  in 
general  than  in  regimental  hofpitals,  it  will  foon  be  demon  ft  rated  that 
either  from  want  of  memory  or  from  other  defects,  very  little,  if  any 
dependence  ought  to  be  placed  upon  his  evidence  ; and  befides  this,  he 
certainly  could  have  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Hate  and  advan- 
tages, or  difadvantages  of  the  general  hofpitals,  in  Flanders,  becaufe 
he  went  thither  in  1794  as  furgeon  to  a newly  raifed  regiment,  (having 
purchafed  his  comtniffion  of  the  colonel,  the  prefent  Earl  of  Clanricarde 
for  150I.,  and  being  confequently  one  of  thofe  regimental  furgeons  who 
are  defcribed  by  Dr.  Borland  as  not  being  fufficienriy  qualified  at  that 
time)  and  he  never  filled  any  other  fituation  in  Flanders  ; I can,  there- 
fore, difcover  no  means,  by  which  he  could  have  gained  any  knowledge 
worthy  of  the  lead  notice,  reflecting  the  general  hofpitals  on  the  Continent. 
Indeed,  if  what  Drs.  Borland  and  M’Grigor  have  alferted  be  true,  that 
all  or  nearly  all  the  fick  were  taken  from  regimental  furgeons,  and  crowded 
into  general  hofpitals,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  there  could  have  been 
-any  mortality  in  the  regimental  hofpitals,  or  any  means  of  comparifon 
between  them ; and  if  a comparifon  were  to  be  made,  the  period  of  a 
retreat  during  an  unhealthy  feafon  would  have  been  of  all  others  the  lead 
proper  for  it.  This,  however,  is  certain,  that  the  medical  board  were 
not  confulted  either  on  the  eftablifhment  of  general  hofpitals,  or  the 
management  of  the  fick  in  them,  nor  had  they  any  cognizance  or  authority 
over  them  : and,  if  poffible,  they  had  Hill  lefs  concern  with  their  expendi- 
ture, the  controul  of  which  by  the  inftructions  beforementioned,  of  the  8th 
of  May  1793,  was  placed  exclufively  in  other  hands.  Neither  had  the  board 
any  information  on  this  fubject  until  the  7th  of  November  1794,  when  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Wood,  purveyor  of  hofpitals  on  the  Continent,  to  Brook 
Watfon,  Efq.,  in  relation  to  the  confumption  of  wine  in  thofe  hofpitals, 
was,  by  the  lords  of  His  Majedy’s  treafury,  referred  to  the  fecretary  at  war, 
and  by  him  to  the  army  medical  board,  with  a requed  that  they  Ihould 
“ take  the  fame  into  confideration,”  together  with  any  information  that 
they  might  individually  pofiefs,  “ relating  to  the  number  and  Hate  of  the 
fick  in  that  army,  and  enable  him  as  far  as  might  be  in  their  power,  to 
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“ return  a fatisfa&ory  anfwer  to  the  enquiries  of  the  treafury  board  on 
« that  fubject.”  In  confequence  of  that  reference,  the  board  addrefled  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Windham,  then  Secretary  at  War,  of  which  a copy  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix,  giving  the  bell  opinion  which  they  were  able  on  App.No.VI 
the  fubjeft,  and  recommending  the  moll  fuitable  meafures  to  obviate  fimilar 
exceffes  and  abufes  in  future.  Had  the  board  been  fooner  and  oftener  con- 
fulted  on  this  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  management  and  expen- 
diture of  the  hofpitals  on  the  Continent,  there  is  good  reafon  to  believe 
that  many  at  leaft  of  the  caufes  of  complaint  would  either  have  been 
obviated,  or  fpeedily  removed  ; no  fimilar  inftances  of  mifmanagement  in 
general  hofpitals  having  occurred  when  they  were  fubject  to  this  controul. 

Probably  thefe  facts  may  be  deemed  more  than  fufficient  to  juitify  the  board 
completely  on  this  fubject ; if  they  Ihould  not,  I beg  leave  to  (late,  that 
there  are  many  other  documents  in  my  polfeffion  relating  to  it,  which 
I now  leave  unnoticed,  only  becaufe  they  feem  to  be  fuperfluous. 

ARTICLE  No.  X.  Page  22,  of  Report. 

“ Dr.  M‘Grigor  has  noticed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  in  Flanders, 

“ the  fuperiority  of  the  regimental  over  the  general  hofpitals,  in  refpeft  of 
“ the  treatment  of  the  fick  ; for,  whilft  he  ferved  as  a regimental  Surgeon 
“ in  Grenada  in  1 796,  the  mortality  under  the  regimental  treatment  was 
“ trifling  ; but  when,  on  the  return  of  the  army  to  Martinique,  the  fick 
“ were  fent  to  the  general  hofpitals,  the  mortality  became  very  confider- 
“ able.  The  fame  obfervation  of  the  fuperior  advantages  of  the  regimental 
“ management  of  the  fick  was  made  by  Dr.  Borland  whilft  he  ferved  in  the 
“ Weft  Indies,  and  whilft  he  acted  as  Deputy  Infpeftor  of  hofpitals  with 
“ the  Ruffian  auxiliary  army  in  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  in  1800.” 

Obs.  The  affertions  made  by  Dr.  M‘Grigor  as  here  ftated,  and  their  di- 
rect contradiction  to  his  own  ftatements  contained  in  the  volume  which  he 
publifhed  in  the  year  1804,  appear  to  have  been  fufficiently  noticed  by 
Dr.  Bancroft  at  p.  40,  41,  42,  of  his  letter  to  the  Commilfioners,  who 
have,  however,  added  an  error  of  their  own  to  thofe  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  by 
reprefenting  him  as  ftating  that  the  increafed  mortality  in  queftion  took 
place  “ on  the  return  of  the  army  to  Martinique,”  there  having  been,  I 
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believe,  no  fuch  return  from  Grenada  to  Martinique ; nor  did  Dr.  M‘Gri- 
gor  go  to  that  I Hand. 

Dr.  Bancroft  has  alfo  commented  upon,  and  refuted,  Dr.  Borland’s  ac- 
count of  the  advantages  which  are  pretended  to  have  been  derived  from 
the  regimental  management  of  the  fick  by  “ the  Ruffian  auxiliary  army 
in  Guernley  and  Jerfey”  in  1800,  p/43,  44. 

ARTICLE  No.  XI.  Page  23,  of  the  Report. 

“ It  appears  to  be  Dr.  Jackfon’s  opinion  as  dated  in  his  publication  (to 
•£C  which  we  the  more  willingly  allude,  becaufe  we  have  had  frequent  op- 
“ portunides  of  afcertaining  the  correctnefs  of  the  fadts  dated  in  them,  and 
“ alfo  becaufe  many  of  the  improvements  which  have  been  lately  made 

in  the  army  medical  fydem  appear  to  us  to  have  been  fuggeded  by  him) 
tc  that  two-thirds  of  the  medical  dad'  abroad,  during  the  lad  war,  were  ufe- 
“ lefs : “ wherever  the  hofpital  dad'  acted,”  he  fays  “ the  regimental  had 
“ little  to  do  : and  where  the  lad  did  its  duty,  the  hofpital  daff  had  nothing 
“ to  do.” 

r " 

Obs.  In  forming  the  hofpital  dad'  for  the  army  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercrom- 
bie, as  wrell  as  that  intended  for  St.  Domingo,  a very  large  addition  of  medi- 
cal officers  beyond  what  had  been  ufual  in  fimilar  cafes  was  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  great  mortality  wrhich  had  for  fome  time  prevailed  in  the 
Wed  Indies,  and  of  the  advice  and  earned  delire  of  Mefl'rs.  Young  and 
Weir,  the  two  Infpectors  General,  as  well  as  of  eminent  military  and  me- 
dical officers  who  had  ferved  abroad.  Dr.  Jackfon  was  fully  acquainted 
with  the  numbers  and  ranks  of  the  medical  officers  upon  each  daff ; a 
great  part  of  thofe  dedined  for  St.  Domingo  failed  under  his  direction  with 
the  army  from  Cork ; but  though  he  wrote  many  letters  to  me  from  that 
city  refpedting  the  hofpital  department  of  the  expedition,  he  never  in  the 
flighted  degree  intimated  any  opinion  of  a fuperfluity  among  them  ; on  the 
contrary,  I find  in  one  of  them,  dated  “ Spike  Ifland,  the  8th  of  February 
1796,”  the  following  paragraph,  viz.  “ a fignal  being  made  for  failing 
and  there  being  a probability  that  the  w'ind  may  continue  favourable, 
I mud  beg  leave  to  date  to  you  that  the  medical  dad'  for  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  Whyte  will -not  be  adequate 
to  its  purpofes,  from  the  number  left  behind  here,  in  charge  of 
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the  Tick,  unlefs  thofe  who  may  have  returned  to  England  with  Admiral 
Chriftian’s  fleet,  (which  is  fuppofed  at  prefent  in  this  place  to  have  ar- 
rived at  St.  Helen’s,)  are  ordered  to  join  in  the  Well  Indies  with  the 
earliefl  opportunity.”  The  medical  officers  here  alluded  to,,  were  fent 
forward  as  foon  as  poffible,  with  Mr.  Weir,  and  they  all  joined  thofe  from 
Cork,  at  Barbadoes,  in  April,  and  afterwards  arrived  at  St.  Domingo, 
about  the  beginning  of  May  ; and  that  there  were  afterwards  no  fupernu- 
meraries  upon  the  hofpital  Staff  of  that  ifland,  much  lefs  a fuperfluity  of 
two-thirds,  as  is  fo  ftrangely  afferted,  Mr.  Weir’s  correfpondence  will 
abundantly  prove.  Among  his  different  letters  to  the  Army  Medical 
Board,  that  dated  “ Mole  St.  Nicholas,  the  25th  of  July  1796,”  is  parti- 
cularly worthy  of  notice  ; the  following  are  extracts  from  it,  viz.  “ Gentle- 
men, I am  forry  that  every  difpatch  of  mine  to  the  Board  is  only  a hiflory 
of  increafing  mortality  and  accumulated  horrors.  I am  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  drawing  every  medical  man  from  the  Purveyor’s  line,  and  it  is 
not  doing  them  juflice  to  make  them  fuffer,  in  point  of  emolument,  by 
giving  them  a more  fatiguing  duty.  Dr.  Jackfon  arrived  here  only 
yefterday  ; he  is  in  the  fecond  day  of  fever,  this  morning  his  recovery 
is  very  doubtful  ; debility  is  coming  on  very  rapidly,  with  irritability  of 
ftomach,  from  which  few  recover.  Dr.  Cleghorn  expired  yefterday,  on 
the  fifth  day  from  the  attack,  with  the  mortal  fymptom  of  black  vomit. 

Dr.  Fellowes  has  ftruggled  through  a fever  of  a different  kind  for  two 
months,  brought  on  by  ardent  zeal,  in  the  laborious  duty  he  was  day  and 
night  engaged  in  ; the  fymptoms  very  early  gave  us  the  inoft  ferious  ap- 
prehenfions  for  his  life : his  return  to  England  may  reftore  him.  The 

whole  duty  of  this  place  has  fallen  on  Cleghorn,  Lind,  and  myfelf.  To 
attend  the  fick  is  a point  of  duty  I thought  myfelf  exempt  fi-om,  as 
my  ftrength  is  by  no  means  equal  to  that  of  the  department  of 
Inlpector.  Should  the  fervice  go  on  here  beyond  this  feafon,  you  will 
fee  the  neceffity  of  a new  Staff.  Dr.  Cave  is  in  fo  bad  a ftate  of  health, 
by  the  laft  accounts  from  Barbadoes,  as  will  oblige  him  to  return  to 
England.”  Other  letters,  of  fimilar  import,  were  written  in  fucceflion  by 
Mr.  Weir,  particularly  in  the  following  month  of  September,  alfo  in  De- 
cember 1796,  of  which  an  extratt  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix.  App.  No.  7. 
In  one  to  me,  of  the  15th  of  O&ober,  Mr.  Weir  mentions  that  Dr. 

Mailers  had  been  for  fix  weeks  unfit  for  duty  j that  Dr.  M‘Lean  had 
“ applied  for  leave  to  quit  the  fervice,  to  which  I have  obje&ed,  (fays 
he,  at  this  time,  when  we  have  only  one  eilablifhed  phyfician  exclufiv?  of 
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“ the  two  afliftant  Infpe£tors,who  never  can  remain  long  at  any  one  place.*1 
He  adds,  “ 1 fend  inclofed  particular  returns  of  the  Tick,  and  of  the 
diftribution  of  the  Staff,  by  which  you  will  fee  I have  not  one  relief  in  cafe 
of  ficknefs  at  any  poll,  Port-au-Prince  excepted,  where  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  fick  officers  and  men  require  double  affiftance.”  In  addition 
to  thcfe  communications,  Mr.  Wood,  Apothecary  to  the  forces  in  St. 
Domingo,  dates  in  a letter  to  me,  dated  the  20th  May  1807,  that  in  the 
Month  of  July  1796,  at  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  27  commiffioned  officers, 
and  461  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  died,  part  of  a divifion  of 
lefs  than  2500  men  from  Cork  : among  thefe  were  a confiderable  number 
of  medical  men.  “ At  one  time,”  he  adds,  “ the  fick  wore  abfolutely  in 
“ want  of  medical  help,  and  I was  obliged  myfelf,  befides  the  duty 
“ affigned  me  of  the  charge  and  delivery  of  medicines,  to  take  charge  of 
u the  56th  and  67th  regiments,  and  alfo  of  Hofpital  No.  1.” 

If  Dr.  Jackfon’s  teftimony  refpe&ing  the  Hofpital  Staff  in  any  part  of  the 
world  could  have  deferved  credit,  it  muff  have  been  refpefting  that  of 
St.  Domingo,  where  he  ferved  perfonally,  and  of  which,  next  to  Mr. 
Weir,  he  was  the  principal  medical  officer  : — and  if  he  has  fo  egregioufly, 
and  fo  injurioufly  mifreprefented  the  ftate  of  that  Staff,  how  can  he  obtain 
belief  refpefting  any  others, with  which  he  was  much  lefs  acquainted  ? Let  us 
however  proceed  to  the  hofpital  Staff  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  fleet  and  tranfports  inwhich  that  Staff' was  embarked, fuffered 
greatly  by  ftorms,  and  that  moft  of  them  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Chriftian,  were  twice  compelled  to  return  to  Portfmouth.  Mr.  Young, 
the  Infpeftor  General,  was  not  among  thofe  who  returned  the  fecond  time, 
and  it  was  therefore  deemed  proper  to  requeft  that  Sir  John  Hayes,  (who 
as  Director  of  Iiofpitals  at  Southampton,  had  fuperintended  the  firft  em- 
barkation of  the  Medical  Officers,  & c.)  fhould  repair  to  Portfmouth,  and 
perform  the  like  fervice,  in  once  more  difpatching  what  belonged  to  the 
Hofpital  Department.  Before  his  return  to  town  from  Portfmouth,  that 
gentleman  wrote  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War  a letter,  which  is  now 
before  me,  dated  March  2,  1796,  which  will  prove,  that  he  was  fo  far 
from  thinking  there  had  been  any  excefs  in  the  number  of  Medical  Officers 
fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  that  he  declared  himfelf  to  be  “ of  opinion,  that 
“ two  phyficians,  two  apothecaries,  and  twelve  hofpital  mates,  ftiould  em- 
“ bark  with  the  next  convoy  ; and  that  alfo  twelve  mates  ftiould  be  fentin 
“ the  two  following  packets,  or  other  fpeedy  conveyance,  to  fupply  the  Ioffes 
“ which  might  be  fuftained  by  death,  or  any  other  caufe — adding,  “ that 
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“ in  the  fickly  feafon,  the  afliftance  of  every  individual,  however  numerous, 
“ would  be  wanted  to  afford  fuch  medical  relief  as  the  troops  might  re- 
“ quire  and  that,  probably,  “ a confiderable  number  of  the  Staff' 
“ would  be  lharers  in  the  prevailing  difeafes,  from  their  inexperience  of 
“ the  climate,  and  conftant  attendance  on  the  fick.”  Thefe  apprehenfions 
were  certainly  juftified  in  a confiderable  degree,  by  fubfequent  events,  but 
the  Army  Medical  Board  were  fo  unwilling  to  increafe  the  expence  of  the 
Hofpital  Department  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  had  already  greatly  exceed- 
ed their  willies  and  firft  intentions,  that,  when  Sir  John  Hayes’s  letter  was 
referred  to  them  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  they  difcouraged  the  fending 
any  more  commiflioned  medical  officers  to  the  Weft  Indies,  at  that  time, 
and  advifed,  that  inftead  of  24,  only  12  hofpital  mates  lliould  be 
fent. 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  that  the  army  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  ar- 
rived at  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  Illands  in  the  healthy  leafon,  and  that 
during  the  firft  two  or  three  months,  the  mortality  was  very  inconfider- 
able,  and  confequently  the  Hofpital  Staff"  may  be  naturally  fuppofed  to 
have  been  equal  to  the  care  of  the  fick.  But  when  the  unhealthy  feafon 
had  arrived,  and  continued  a few  weeks,  this  ceafed  to  be  the  cafe ; as 
appears  by  Mr.  Young’s  letter  to  me,  dated  “ St.  Pierre  Martinique,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1796,”  in  which  he  alleged,  as  the  principal  caufe  of  his  inability  to 
make  proper  returns,  “ the  numerous  fick  in  the  regiments,  amounting 
“ fometiines  to  400  or  500  (in  each),  divided  in  different  illands,  and  at  an 
“ extenfive  chain  of  polls  ; the  furgeons  and  mates  often  taken  fick  and  dy- 
“ ing  from  the  fatigue  of  duty  thereby  occafioned.” — In  a fubfequent  letter 
from  Mr.  Young  to  me,  dated  St.  Pierre,  4th  December  179 6,  he  writes  as 
follows  : “ Inclofed  you  will  pleafe  receive  the  monthly  return  of  the 
“ Hofpital  Staff  for  the  1 ft  of  December. — In  the  column  of  remarks  in  that 
“ and  the  preceding  returns,  you  will  readily  oblerve  the  immediate  and 
“ urgent  neceflity  there  is  for  more  mates  being  fent-  out  as  foon  as  pof- 
“ fible,  as  feveral  of  the  officers  are  at  this  time  doing  mates’  duty.  In 
“ the  general  hofpitals  throughout  the  feveral  illands,  there  are  only  1 1 
“ garrifon,  and  33  hofpital  mates  doing  duty;  of  thofe  I have  reports  of 
“ deaths  and  fickncfs  almoft  every  day  ; — which,  with  2 garrifon  and  18 
“ hofpital  mates  attached  to  regiments,  conftitute  the  effective  ftrength  of 
“ that  part  of  the  Staff'.  The  illand  of  St.  Lucia  alone  would,  in  my 
**  opinion,  require  20,  from  the  dreadful  ficknefs  and  mortality  that  pre- 
•“  vails  thero,  in  fo  much,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  I can  get  any  to  go  on 
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il  that  fervice  to  fupply  the  occafional  Ioffes.”  t(  From  deaths  and  ffck. 

“ nefs  on  the  regimental  Staff's,  the  commanding  officers  are  conftantly 
“ applying  to  me  to  afford  them  afliftance  ; however  ready  and  willing  I 
“ am  to  grant  it,  you  will  eafily  perceive  my  inability  to  comply  with 
« their  requefts.  Within  the  laft  24  hours,  I am  forry  to  acquaint  you, 

“ that  hofpital  mates  Flail,  Currie,  Culpepper,  and  Macauley,  are  re- 
“ ported  to  be  dead.” 

On  the  23d  of  the  fame  month  Mr.  Young  again  wrote  to  Mr.  Weir  in 
thefe  words,  viz. : “ From  the  mortality,  ficknefs,  defection,  promotion, 

“ and  thofe  gone  to  England  with  invalids,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  fend  you 
“ any  afliftance.  The  conftant  demands  on  the  medicinal  ftore  from  the  ge- 
“ neral  and  regimental  hofpitals  has  fo  drained  it,  that  I am  not  enabled  to 
“ fend  you  more  than  letter  D,  which  I have  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  you 
“ by  the  packet.”  And  in  another  letter  of  the  13th  of  February,  1797,  Mr. 
Young  writes  to  the  Board  as  follows,  viz. : “ From  the  great  mortality  of 
“ officers  and  mates  that  has  occurred,  the  number  conftantly  fick,  promo- 
“ tions,  &c.  I am  obliged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  my  feveral  let- 
“ ters,  pointing  04  the  urgent  and  immediate  neceflity  for  mates  being  fent 
“ out.  Flad  it  not  been  for  feveral  young  men  I procured  at  Barbadoes,  I 
c‘  Ihould  have  been  under  the  mod  diftreffed  circumftances.”  He  then  refers 
to  his  monthly  returns  of  the  (late  and  diftribution  of  the  Hofpital  Staff',  and 
continues.  “ On  taking  a retrofpecl  of  them  you  will  readily  perceive  that 
“ however  ready  and  willing  lam  torelievethe  fervice,  it  is  utterly  impoflible 
“ for  me  to  afford  medical  afliftance  to  St.  Domingo.  At  the  fame  time  I beg 
“ to  affure  you  that  neither  officer,  mate,  medicines,  or  ftores  of  any  defcrip- 
“ tion  belonging  to  that  ftaft'have  ever  been  detained  by  me  in  thefe  iflands  ; 
“ on  the  contrary  I have  rendered  them  everyaid  inmypower.”  Mr.  Young’s 
reafon  for  afking  only  for  fupplies  of  hofpital  mates  in  preference  to  the 
higher  claffes  of  medical  officers  will  be  very  fufficiently  explained  in  another 
place.  In  a fubfequent  letter  from  Mr.  Young  to  the  Infpeclor  General, 
dated  the  20th  of  June,  1 797,  he  writes  as  follows  : “ It  is  my  intention  to 

“ recommend  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  fuch  hofpital  mates  as  are  duly 
“ qualified  to  the  vacancies  of  afliftant  regimental  furgeons  ; in  which  cafe  I 
“ hope  your  exertions  for  the  fupply  of  mates  will  be  fuccefsful,  as  they  will 
“ be  much  wanted.  In  your  laft  you  fpeak  of  a number  of  mates  being  font 
“ out ; thofe  arrived  in  this  country  within  the  laft  three  months,  as  you  will 
“ perceive  by  the  monthly  returns  of  the  Staff',  are  only  Me  firs.  Giddy, 
“ Toofey,  Lear,  Boheme,  For  Iter  and  Price  $ the  three  latter  arc  dead.” 
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Thefe  extra&s  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Weir,  the  two  Tn- 
fpettors  General,  and  from  that  of  the  Staff  Apothecary,  Mr.  Wood, 
will,  I am  confident,  prove  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  every  reader  that  in 
regard  to  the  Weft  Indies  at  leaft  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  foundation 
for  the  affertion  made  by  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  adopted  by  the  Commiffioners, 
that  “ two-thirds  of  the  Medical  Staff  abroad  during  the  laft  war  were 
“ ufelefs  that  “ wherever  the  Hofpital  Staff:'  afted,  the  Regimental 
“ had  little  to  do,  and  where  the  laft  did  its  duty  the  Hofpital  Staff  had 
“ nothing  to  do.”  On  the  contrary  the  medical  officers  of  every  defcrip- 
tion  were  in  great  numbers  attacked  by  the  prevailing  difeafes,  a great 
part  of  them  died,  and  notwithftanding  the  conftant  fupplies  of  hofpital 
mates,  the  fick  were  for  a confiderable  time  in  want  of  fufficient  medical 
affiftance.  That  Dr.  Jackfon  fhould  have  ventured  to  make  an  affertion  fo 
repugnant  to  fadts  may  naturally  create  fufpicion,  and  a defire  of  fome  ex- 
planation, efpecially  as  fo  great  a part  of  the  report  of  the  Commiffioners  is 
founded  upon  that  gentleman’s  publications,  to  which  they  fo  often  refer  ; 
and,  therefore,  though  the  Phyfician  General  and  myfelf  never  before 
thought  proper  to  notice  thofe  publications,  I have  determined  to  put  into 
my  Appendix  a ftatement  of  facts,  fhewing  that,  before  their  appearance,  we, 
by  an  honeft  difcharge  of  our  duties,  had  become  obnoxious  to  Dr.  Jackfon’s 
refentments  ; and  as  a fpecimen  of  what  he  is  capable  of  doing,  or  rather 
of  attempting,  towards  thofe  who  are  in  that  predicament  with  him,  I fhall 
fubjoin  a copy  of  the  charges  exhibited  by  him  in  the  year  1798  againft  Mr. 
Whyte,  then  Purveyor  of  Hofpitals  in  St.  Domingo,  and  of  the  fentence  of 
the  court  martial  which  tried  Mr.  Whyte  on  thefe  charges  ; by  which  fen- 
tence Dr.  Jackfon  uras  declared  to  have  acted  through  the  whole  profecution 
in  “ a frivolous,  malicious,  and  groundlefs  manner,”  towards  a gentleman 
(with  whom  hehad  quarrelled)  w’ho  was  adjudged  to  have  conducted  himfelf 
“ with  the  moft  pure  intentions and  was  therefore  “ moft  honourably 
acquitted.”  The  Court  concluded  with  requefting  the  Commander  in  Chief 
“ that  he  wrould  be  pleafed  to  make  the  opinion  of  the  Court  as  public  as 
poflible.”  I am  not  fo  much  Dr.  Jackfon’s  enemy  as  to  infert  a letter  which 
he  afterwards  wrote  to  me  from  “Mole  St.  Nicholas,  May  15th,  1798,” 
containing  other  proofs  of  the  continuance  and  progrefs  of  the  malice  men- 
tioned in  this  fentence. 

ARTICLE  XII.  Page  23  of  Report. 

“ In  other  parts  too  of  the  fervice  abroad  it  fecms  that  there  was  an 
“ unneceffary  appointment  of  Medical  Staff'  Officers,  even  on  the  general 

“hofpital. 
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•“  hofpital  fydem  of  pradice.  For  Mr.  Young,  a gentleman  of  almoft 
<£  univerfal  experience  in  the  medical  fervice  of  the  army,  dates,  that 
•“  whild  he  aided  as  Infpedor  of  hofpitals  to  the  army  under  General 
“ Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  has  applied  to  the 
“ Surgeon  General  for  fome  additions  of  hofpital  mates  ; but  indead  of 
“ mates,  commidioned  officers  were  fometimes  fent  out,  who,  being  fuper- 
“ abundant,  were,  on  his  report  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  ordered 
“ back  to  England.  Nor  does  it  feem  a fufficient  anfwer  to  this  objection 
tc  of  fending  Officers  of  a defcription  not  wanted,  that  Officers  of  the  de- 

fcription  required  could  with  difficulty  be  obtained.” 

Ob's.  Dr.  Jackfon  in  what  is  dated  in  the  preceding  article  had  con- 
fined his  charge  of  an  excefs  of  hofpital  appointments  to  thole  of  179 5,  in 
the  Wed  Indies,  and  to  the  Staff"  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  Com- 
miffioners,  howevpr,  lefs  cautious  than  even  Dr.  Jackfon,  have  chofen 
in  the  paflage  lad  cited  to  extend  it  to  other  parts  of  the  fervice  abroad, 
folely  by  an  unwarrantable  inference  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Young, 
wffiofe  “ univerfal  experience”  is  mentioned  by  them  to  give  more  impor- 
tance to  his  opinions.  Having  thus  eleded  their  witnefs,  they  cannot  by  the 
rules  of  evidence  refule  his  tedimony,  efpecially  as  their  charge  reds  folely 
upon  it.  Let  him  then  appear  and  declare  the  truth  refpeding  the  expedi- 
tions to  Holland  and  Egypt,  the  only  indances  of  foreign  fervice  on  which  he 
■has  been  employed  frnce  his  return  from  the  W ed  Indies,  and  confequently 
the  only  ones  of  which  he  can  have  had  any  perfonal  knowledge  : let  him 
too  declare  it,  not-  viva  voce,  to  fuit  prefent  occafions,  but  by  the  letters 
which  he  wrote  officially,  as  Infpedor  General  of  hofpitals,  when  fads 
were  prefent  to  his  obfervation,  or  recently  impreffed  on  his  memory ; 
and  let  the  Public  judge  whether  his  evidence  will  fupport  the  charge 
which  the  Commiffioners  have  advanced  againd  me. 

Of  Mr.  Young’s  original  letters  fome  entirely  written,  and  all  figned 
by  his  own  hand  refpeding  the  expedition  to  Holland,  I have  now  a con- 
fiderable  number  before  me,  which  I ffiall  mod  gladly  produce  whenever 
it  can  be  deemed  proper.  Thofe  of  mod  importance  are,  fird,  one  written 
to  me  from  the  Holder  foon  after  the  fird  adion  on  the  heights  of  Keik- 
down,  the  27th  of  Augud  1799,  in  which  he  requires  me  to  **  fend  at 
“ lead  twenty  good  mates  by  a cutter  from  Yarmouth  or  Deal  as  fad  as 
<“  poffible ; with  fome  detachment  cheds  (of  medicines)  containing  larger 
*■*  quantities  of  the  mod  material  articles.”  A fecond,  dated  Huyfdunen 
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7th  September  1799,  in  which  he  renews  his  former  demand  of  a fupply 
of  mates,  &c.  to  “ be  fent  with  all  poffible  difpatch”  ; a third,  of  the  17th 
of  September  1799,  from  the  fame  place,  in  which  he  ftates  his  great 
want  of  medical  afftftance,  and  adds,  “ I am  to  requcft  that  on  receipt  of 
“ this  fifty  good  mates  may  be  fent  with  all  fpeed  by  exprefs  veffels,  or  I 
Ihall  not  hold  myfelf  refponfible  for  confequences.”  In  a fourth, 
dated  Huyfduaen,  2 2d  of  September,  he  writes,  “ It  gives  me  pain  to 
“ repeat  fo  often,  the  diftrefs  I am  under  for  the  want  of  hofpital  mates  ; the 
C£  number  of  fick  and  wounded  conftantly  increafing,  has  obliged  me  in' 
cc  juftice  to  my  own  character  to  reprefent  to  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Ccm- 
ce  mander  in  Chief  that  I cannot  be  anfwerable  for  the  confequences  which 
u may  arife  from  'their  want,  and  which  prevents  me  making  difpofi- 
“ tions  adequate  to  the  preffing  neceflity  of  His  Majefty’s  fervice  ; ” and 
though  feveral  hofpital  mates  had  then  arrived  as  he  acknowledges,  (fub- 
fequently  to  his  preceding  letter)  he  again  requires  to  be  “ relieved  by 
“ fifty  good  mates,  being  immediately  fent  by  exprefs  cutters.”  In  all 
thefe,  as  well  as  in  feveral  fucceeding  letters,  befides  his  requifitions  for 
hofpital  mates,  he  gave  me  notice  to  provide  hofpital  accommodations  and 
medical  afliftance,  for  fick  and  wounded  foldiers,  embarked  and  embarking 
at  the  Helder  for  England,  firft  by  hundreds,  and  afterwards  by  thou- 
fands.  How  much  I exerted  myfelf  to  provide  for  the  diftrefling  exigen- 
cies of  that  period,  my  own  letters  to  Mr.  Young,  and  to  the  Secretary  App.  No.ji 
at  War,  with  other  documents,  ready  to  be  produced,  will  fufficiently 
prove  ; and  juftify  me,  as  well  againft  the  charge  of  excefs  and  prodi- 
gality on  one  hand,  as  of  negligence  or  undue  parfimony  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Young  was  not  originally  intended  to  have  been  employed  on  the 
expedition  to  Egypt,  nor  is  it  of  any  importance  to  explain  how  he 
came  afterwards  to  be  fo  employed.  His  letter  to  me,  dated,  “ Bay  of 
“ Marmorice,  on  the  coaft  of  Afia,  28th  of  January  1801”,  firft  gave  me 
information  of  his  arrival  there,  and  among  others,  it  contains  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  : viz.  u Inclol’ed  you  will  pleale  receive  a return  of  the 
“ Staff,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  there  are  but  three  hofpital  mates, 

“ unattached,  for  the  very  arduous  fervice  this  army  is  about  to  un- 
**  dertake,  in  a country  known  to  be  unfavourable  <0  health,  added  to 
“ the  fatigue  and  expofure  which  troops  muft  neceffarily  be  liable  to,  in 
“ carrying  on  military  operations  againft  an  implacable  enemy,  ftrongly 
**  polled,  will,  I fear,  be  productive  of  the  moft  ferious  confequences, 

**  imlefs  I am  fpeedily  reinforced  by  twenty  well  qualified  mates,  in  ad- 
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« dltion  to  thofe  embarked  at  Portfmouth,  none  of  which,  I am  forry 
<e  to  fay,  has  yet  arrived.  The  mates  required,  I would  recommend  to 
“ be  fent  in  a fall  failing  cutter,  with  all  poflible  difpatch  ; the  importance 
'«  and  urgency  of  the  fervice  rendering  this  a meafure  of  indifpenfable  ne- 
« ceflity.”  He  afterwards  requefls  the  fervicesof  two  aflidant  Infpectors 
by  name,  and  of  Deputy  Purveyor  Kemp,  in  addition  to  thofe  who  were 
with  him.  A fimilar  application  was  made  by  Mr.  Young  to  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  by  a letter  to  Colonel  Brownrigg, 
dated  the  15th  of  February,  1801. 

Mr.  Young’s  next  letter  was  dated  “ Bay  of  Aboukir,  17th  March 
“ 1801,”  and  in  it  he  mentions,  “ the  actions  of  the  8th  and  1 3th  indant,  in 
“ which  as  far  as  can  be  gueffed  at,  there  are  not  lefs  than  1 500  wounded 
“ men,  now  on  board,  fcattered  and  divided  in  all  the  (hips  of  the  fleet  occu- 
“ pying  a fpace  of  18  miles.”  He  then  enumerates  a great  number  of 
hofpital  (lores  which  are  nearly  expended,  and  begs  that  thefe,  and  “ in 
“ fhort  a plentiful  fupply  of  (lores  of  every  defcription  may  be  forwarded 
“ without  a moment’s  lofs  of  time  and  he  adds,  “ I have  written  to  Gene- 
“ ral  Fox,  to  fend  all  the  mates  and  (lores  that  can  be  fpared  from  Minorca. 
“ The  thirteen  mates  embarked  at  Portfmouth  on  the  3d  of  December,  toge- 
e*  ther  with  three  more  from  Malta,  have  joined  ; thefe,  with  forty  more,  will 
“ fcarcelybe  adequate  to  what  the  fervice  now  requires.”  “ I would  here  beg 
“ leave  to  obferve,  that  as  I had  nothing  to  do  with  the  arrangement  of  the 
“ Staff  and  (lores  for  the  equipment  of  the  expedition,  I cannot  hold  myfelf 
“ refponfible  for  the  confequence  of  deficiencies.” 

Mr.  Young’s  next  letter  wras  from  “ Aboukir,  25th  March,  1801  in 
which,  after  mentioning  the  action  of  the  21ft,  he  dates,  that  “the  great 
“ number  of  fick  and  wounded,  crowded  in  upwards  of  fifty  (hips  in  this 
“ bay,  and  in  tents  and  temporary  huts  on  fliore,  would  at  lead  require  a 
“ hundred  well  qualified  mates,  in  addition  to  the  Staft’  already  here ; mod 
“ of  whom,  from  their  ability  and  exertions,  deferve  every  commendation 
“ I can  bedow.  I am  again  to  requed  that  I may  be  amply  fupplied  with 
“ mates,  medicines,  and  bedding.  In  (hort  every  defcription  of  dores  (opium 
“ and  rhubarb  excepted,  which  has  been  had  from  Smyrna)  requifite  for 
“ an  army  fo  peculiarly  circumdanced  as  this.  I have  written  General  Fox 
“ and  Piggot,  as  alfo  my  Lord  Elgin,  for  every  fuccour  they  can  afford.” 
Thefe  requifitions  for  Hofpital  Mates  and  Hofpital  Stores  were  continued 
in  fubfequent  letters,  until  the  middle  of  September  1801.  In  one  of  the 
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1 2th  of  June,  he  informed  me  that  a Phyfician  and  a Deputy  Purveyor, 
with  the  medicinal  and  purveyor’s  ft  ores,  in  charge  of  the  latter,  arrived 
in  the  bay  of  Aboukir  the  day  before.  “ Thefe  fupplies,”  adds  he, 
“ have  come  very  opportunely,  and  I hope  will  enable  me  to  level  all  diffi- 
culties for  a confiderable  time.  I have,  however,  to  regret  that  no  mates 
have  arrived,  about  whom  I have  fo  repeatedly  and  preffingly  written,  and 
who  are  fo  much  wanted,”  See.  He  then  recurs  to  the  old  topic  of  the 
hardlhip  impofed  on  the  medical  officers  of  his  Staff,  by  having  the  ap- 
pointments filled  up  by  the  Board  in  England,  (though  nothing  of  this  kind 
had  been  done  by  the  Board,)  and  then  adds,  “ Hofpital  mates  are  the 
only  defeription  of  gentlemen  I want,  and  unlefs  they  are  fent  exprefs,  it  is 
impofiible  to  calculate  the  confequences.”  From  this,  and  a variety  of 
other  paffages  in  Mr.  Young’s  letters,  perfons,  not  in  the  fecret,  would  be 
led  to  imagine  that  hofpital  mates  were  the  only  medical  men  of  any  ufe 
in  the  army,  and  that  all  the  higher  Stall'  officers  were  little  better  than 
incumbrances.  It  is,  therefore,  time  to  explain  this  myflery  which  has 
been  fuffered  to  fubfill  fo  long,  in  order  to  avoid  the  interruptions  which 
earlier  explanations  would  have  occafioned. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  the  letter  which  Sir  John  M.  Hayes  wrote 
to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War  from  Portfmouth,on  the  2d  of  March,  1 796, 
he  ftrongly  recommended  the  fending  out  of  two  Phyficians,  in  addition  to 
thofe  upon  the  ftaff  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  who  had  then  lately  failed  ; 
and  that  the  Medical  Board,  from  an  unwillingnefs  to  burthen  the  Public  by 
farther  appointments,  had  refilled  that  recommendation.  Information  was, 
however,  foon  after  received  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Webfler,  an  army  phyfi- 
cian, at  Martinico,  who  was  one  of  thofe  originally  allotted  to  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby ’s  ftaff,  and  on  that  occafion  the  Board,  thinking  it  expedient 
that  this  vacancy  fhould  be  fupplied,  and  that  none  of  the  inferior  medical 
officers  of  that  ftaff  was  properly  qualified  to  be  promoted  as  a phyfician,  re- 
commended the  fending  out  another  phyfician  to  the  Weft  Indies  j and  Dr. 
Bowles  was  accordingly  fent.  But  this  meafure  Mr.  Young  thought  proper 
to  defeat ; as  will  appear  by  his  letter  to  me,  dated  Choc  Bay,  St.  Lucia, 
the  26th  of  May,  1796,  containing  what  follows,  viz. : “ Dr.  Bowles  hav- 

“ ing  arrived  and  being  reported  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  he  has  ordered 
“ him  to  return  to  England,  as  he  will  not  admit  him  on  his  ftaff ; from  no 
“ perfonal  diffike  to  him,  but  the  vacancy  happening  fince  he  had  the  com- 
“ mand.  that  and  all  others  falling  under  the  fame  period,  he  claims  as  coming 
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tc  under  his  patronage,  and  to  be  filled  up  by  himfelf.  ’’The  patronage  here 
claimed  for  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  by  Mr.  Young,  was  in  fa&  his  own  pa- 
tronage, and  the  fending  back  of  Dr.  Bowles  was  alfo  Mr.  Young’s  own 
aft,  however  he  may  have  induced  Sir  Ralph  to  countenance  him  in  doing 
it ; and  Mr.  Young,  who  had  not  then  learned,  as  he  afterwards  did,  to 
cover  his  own  views  and  interefts  by  an  affe&ation  of  tendernefs  for  the  feel- 
ings and  folicitude  for  the  interefts  of  the  officers  of  his  Staff,  upon  this 
occafion  frankly  avows,  that  the  fending  back  of  Dr.  Bowles  was  oc- 
eafioned  folely  by  the  confideration  of  patronage ; and  not  becaufe  there 
was  no  want  of  another  Army  Phyftcian ; indeed  there  would  have  been 
great  temerity  in  his  declaring  that  no  fuch  want  exifted,  becaufe  he  very 
i'oon  after  informed  me  by  letter,  that  two  inferior  Staff  officers  were  upon 
his  recommendation  appointed  to  be  Army  Phyficians,  by  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  one  to  nil  the  vacancy  for  which  Dr.  Bowles  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  the  other  that  of  Dr.  Storey,  who  had  failed  from  England 
with  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  and  died  at  Martinico.  It  was  from  a fimilar 
motive,  though  covered  by  a mod  improbable  pretext,  that  Mr.  Young,  on 
the  7th  of  September,  1799,  whilft  writing  in  the  moft  preffmg  terms  for  a 
fupply  of  hofpital  mates,  as  before  mentioned,  thought  proper  to  fend  back 
Dr.  Phelan,  a Staff  Apothecary,  who  had  gone  with  the  army  to  Holland, 
as  Surgeon  to  the  49th  regiment,  and  to  affign  the  following,  which  could 
not  be  his  true  reafon,  for  doing  fo  : viz.  “ Dr.  Phelan,  Apothecary  to 
the  forces,  being  dated  in  general  orders  of  the  nth  of  Auguft  lad,  to 
fucceed  Rofs,  removed  from  the  fervice,  I am  at  a lofs  to  know  what 
ftaff  he  was  intended  for,  and  not  chooftng  to  interfere  with  any  ar- 
■ rangements  of  the  home  Staff,  he  returns  to  England  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Board.”  Dr.  Phelan  had  been  promoted  to  fill  a vacancy 
not  connected  with  the  army  in  Holland,  but  being  there,  it  was  intended  he 
fhould  fupply  the  place  of  another  apothecary  on  Mr.  Young’s  ftaff,  who  had 
been  difabled  from  joining  it  by  ficknefs  ; and  Mr.  Young’s  doubt  on  that 
fubject,  with  his  unwillingnefs  to  interfere  in  any  arrangements  of  the  home 
ftaff,  (at  a time  when  his  own  wants  were  fo  urgent,)  arofe  from  a jealouff 
refpeaing  his  patronage  ; though  no  fort  of  encroachment  had  been  made 
on  it  by  Dr.  Phelan’s  appointment ; and  therefore,  upon  Dr.  Phelan’s  re- 
turn, I gave  him  a written  order,  dated  the  7th  O&ober,  to  go  back  to  Hof- 
land,  and  report  himfelf  to  Mr.  Young  for  fervice,  “ vice  Hugo,”  whofe 
health  precluded  him  from  going  on  that  fervice. 
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In  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  motives,  Mr.  Young  in  his  firfl  let- 
ter from  the  bay  of  Marmorice,  the  a8th  of  January  i8or,  after  prefling  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  for  20  hofpital  mates  in  addition  to  thofe  embarked  at 
Portfmouth,  adds  a particular  “ requeft  that  no  medical  officer  be  fent 
to  this  army,  but  fuch  as  may  be  hereafter  required.”  Hofpital  mates 
did  not  then  bear  commiflions,  and  confequently  were  not  deemed  “ of- 
ficers.” AfterwardsMr.  Young,  in  his  firfl;  letter  fromAboukir,in  which  his 
want  of  medical  afliflance  is  again  ftated,  even  in  ftronger  terms  than  before, 
mentions  his  having  obferved  in  the  newlpapers  “ the  appointments  of 
two  Phyficians  to  this  Staff,  one  of  whom  (Dr.  Buchan,)”  he  obferves  “ has 
reported  his  arrival.”  Upon  this  delicate  point  he  adds,  “ I could 
wiih  to  enlarge,  which  the  want  of  time  prevents ; I cannot,  how- 
ever, refrain  from  faying,  that  I confider  it  very  hard  upon  the  gentle- 
men ferving,  and  who  have  ferved  under  every  rilk.  I would,  therefore, 
beg  you  would  lpare,  in  future,  the  feelings  of  deferving  officers,”  &c. 
Here  it  is  proper  to  mention,  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Buchan, 
which  occafioned  this  expreffion  of  concern  for  “ the  feelings  of  deferv- 
ing officers,”  was  not  made  to  fill  up  any  vacancy,  to  which  any  one  of 
them  could,  in  any  way,  pretend,  but  was  an  augmentation  of  the  Hofpital 
Staff,  which  Mr.  Young  had  reprefented  as  being  infufficient  at  the  firfl, 
and  was,  therefore,  in  the  nature  of  an  original  appointment,  and  not  of 
an  appointment  made  in  confequence  of  a vacancy ; and  yet  it  feems  to 
have  been  with  fome  difficulty  that  Mr.  Young  reflrained  himfelf  from 
fending  back  Dr.  Buchan,  from  whom  the  Britifh  army  afterwards  received 
very  important  fervices,  efpecially  when  he  voluntarily  expofed  himfelf, 
with  uncommon  zeal  and  fortitude,  in  taking  care  .of  thofe  who  were  at- 
tacked by  that  contagious  and  terrible  difeafe  the  Plague,  until  it  became 
his  own  lot  to  fuffer  under  it.  When  Mr.  Young’s  letter,  of  the  2,th 
of  March  1801,  came  to  my  hands,  requiring,  at  lea  A,  “ a hundred  well 
qualified  Mates,  in  addition  to  the  Staff  already  in  Egypt,”  the  abfolute 
ir.-.poflibility  of  procuring  even  half  of  that  number,  induced  me  to  adopt 
the  only  expedient  in  my  pow  er  for  fupplving  this  deficiency,  of  which 
I gave  an  account  to  Mr.  Young,  by  my  letter  to  him  of  the  23d  of 
May,  in  the  words  following,  viz.  “I  am  lorry  that  Mr.  Rufii,  (the  late 
“ Infpector  of  R;  gimental  Infirmaries,)  notwithflanding  he  has ,u fed  the  molt 
“ flrenuous  exertions,  has  not  been  able  to  procure  you  more  than  29 
ix  Hofpital  Mates,  which  ha:-;  induced  me  to  deviate  from  your  willies,  and 
“ to  full  to  ■'  0 cc.-’ftde’-ation  of  Ills  Roy.,!  Tlighn  .!'•  the  Commander  in 
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« Chief,  that  a number  of  Affiftant  Infpeftors  and  Staff  Surgeons,  of  which 
« the  inclofcd  is  a lift,  fhould  be  fent  out  to  Egypt,  the  former  of  whom  are, 
“ by  His  Royal  Highnefs’s  orders, to  aft  as  occafton  requires,  either  as  Sur- 
« geons  or  Aififtant  Infpeftors.  The  three  Phyficians,  who  are  going  out, 
“ are  thofe  who  only  belong  to  the  Mediterranean  Staff,  viz.  Drs.  Bancroft, 
“ Phelan,  and  Craufurd.  I fhall  write  you  more  fully  to-morrow  relative  to 
“ the  ftores  fent  out.  Dr.  Franklin,  Affiftant  Infpeftor  of  Hofpitals,  will 
“ prefent  you  with  the  regular  invoices,  and  give  you  what  other  informa- 
“ tion  you  may  require.”  * 

“ P.  S.  I have  propofed  no  promotion  of  any  kind  here  ; I have  merely 
“ given  you  the  ufe  of  a number  of  experienced  furgeons  who  were  on  half- 
“ pay  or  unemployed,  and  therefore  you  will  not  find  any  impediment  to 
“ the  promotion  of  fuch  as  you  find  deferring  in  the  army  of  Egypt.  Affiftant 
“ Infpeftor  Borland  has  received  His  Royal  Highnefs’s  permiffion  to  remain 
“ here.  Mr.  Kemp  I long  fince  fent  out  to  you  in  the  Rebecca.  It  is 
“ judged  expedient  not  to  fend  out  large  fupplies  of  ftores  without  a Com- 
“ miffioned  Officer.” 

The  Surgeons  and  affiftant  Infpeftors  fent  to  Egypt,  as  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  extraft,  (from  the  beft  and  moft  difinterefted  motives)  con- 
ftitute,  as  I believe,  the  whole  and  foie  foundation  (with  the  exception 
already  dated  of  Dr.  Bowles,)  of  Mr.  Young’s  allegation,  that  “ in  place 
of  Hofpital  Mates,  Commiflioned  Officers  were  fometimes  fent  out,  who 
being  reported  by  him  in  his  public  capacity  to  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
as  fuperabundant,  were  directed  by  him  to  be  returned  to  England.” 
Whether  Mr.  Young’s  motives  in  caufingthefe  officers  to  be  returned,  or 
mine  in  fending  them  to  his  affiftance,  were  the  moft  laudable  and  difinter- 
efted, and  whether  “ the  great  inconvenience  created  to  the  officers  them- 
felves,  and  the  unneceffary  expence  to  the  country”  thereby  incurred,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Young’s  evidence,  be  chargeable  to  him  or  to  me  the  Public 
will  determine,  and  they  will  alfo  determine  whether  the  Commiffioners  have 
not  afted  very  inconfiderately  in  declaring  as  their  opinion  that  “ in  other 
parts  of  the  fervice  abroad”  (befides  thofe  mentioned  by  Dr.  Jackfon) 
“ there  was  an  unneceffary  appointment  of  Medical  Staff  Officers,  even  on 
the  General  Hofpital  fyftem  of  praftice,”  when  they  had  no  other 
authority  for  this  opinion  than  the  ftatement  of  Mr.  Young,  who,  more 
folicitous  about  his  own  patronage,  than  the  qualifications  of  thofe  pro- 
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moted  to  the  higher  medical  offices,  would  perhaps  have  continued  to  afk 
for  Hofpital  Mates  only,  even  if  by  any  unuiual  mortality,  or  other  event, 
he  had  at  once  loll  ever)7  Medical  Officer  above  that  rank.  In  his  hands 
Hofpital  Mates  were  as  raw  materials  from  which  he  could  with  eafe  manu- 
facture, not  only  Staff  Surgeons,  but  Phyficians. — How  well  qualified  they 
would  be  is  another  queftion. 

ARTICLE  XIII.  Page  23  of  Report. 

“ In  refpect  of  the  controul  and  rank  eftabliffied  in  the  General  Hof- 
“ pitals  abroad,  Mr.  Young  thinks  that  the  fyftem  was  founded  on 
“ good  principles,  but  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  employ 
“ InfpeClors  and  Surgeons  than  Phyficians,  becaufe  the  former  could  oc- 
“ cafionally  act  either  medically  or  furgically.” 

Obs.  The  preference  which  Mr.  Young  has  given  to  InfpeClors  and 
Surgeons  over  Phyficians,  becaufe  the  former  may  occafionally  aCl  either 
medically  or  furgically,  was,  perhaps  naturally  to  be  expe&ed  from  him, 
as  it  may  be  from  a few  other  Army  Surgeons  ; but  the  queftion  how  far 
Surgeons  ought  to  be  employed,  inflead  of  Phyficians,  in  large  armies, 
where  fufficient  employment  occurs,  both  for  the  one  and  the  other,  will 
probably  not  be  referred  to  Mr.  Young’s  decifion,  becaufe  he  may  not  be 
thought  qualified  either  by  education  or  impartiality  to  judge  rightly  of 
it. 

If  my  opinion  on  this  fubjeCl  were  afked,  I fhould,  without  hefitation, 
objeQ;  to  the  exclufion  of  Phyficians,  whether  from  the  army  in  general, 
or  from  thofe  duties  which,  until  1800,  were  fo  ably  performed  by  them 
in  conjunction  with  the  Surgeons,  before  deputy  InfpeCtors  were  exclu- 
fively  appointed  to  infpeCt  the  Regimental  Plofpitals  in  the  feveral  diftriCts 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.  ; fervices  which  well  entitle  them  to  the  encomium 
bellowed  on  them  by  the  Commiffioners  in  page  86  of  their  Report, 
viz.  “We  have  every  reafon  to  believe  them  to  be  eminently  de- 
“ ferving  of  commendation  in  all  thefe  refpeCts,  viz.  knowledge,  af- 
fiduity  and  experience.” 

ARTICLE  XIV.  Page  23  of  Report. 

“ The  circumflances  which  we  are  about  to  Hate,  and  which  happened 
“ during  the  campaign  in  Egypt  in  the  lafl  war,  will  clearly  fhew,  we  think 
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that,  under  an  experienced  and  judicious  management  of  the  Medical  De- 
•ce  partnient  of  an  army,  the  General  Hofpital  edablifhment,  (including  the 
*•  large  quantities  of  wine,  medicines,  and  purveyors’  dores  belonging  to  it, 
“ which  ufually  accompany  our  foreign  expeditions)  is  fuperabundant,  if 
“ not  altogether  an  unneceflary  incumbrance.  The  army  which  was  fent 
“ from  Bombay  to  Egypt  in  1801,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
“ General  Sir  David  Baird,  although  confiding,  with  followers,  of  eight 
“ thoufand  men,  had,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  who  acted  as  the 
“ head  of  the  Medical  Staff,  and  of  a Store-keeper,  who  was  appointed 
“ after  the  landing  in  Egypt,  only  the  ufual  regimental  officers,  and  ihefe 
“ carried  their  medicines  with  them.  According  to  the  practice,  however* 
“ obferved  with  foreign  expeditions  going  immediately  from  England,  a pro- 
“ vifionof  acomplete  Medical  Edablifhment,  confiding  ofbetween  twenty  and 
“ thirty  perfons,  with  a very  large  fupply  of  medicines  and  purveyors’  dores, 
“ including  much  wine,  had  been  made  for  this  army,  and  was  fent  to  Egypt 
“ by  the  way  of  theCapeof  Good  Hope.  This  edablidnnent  joined  the  Indian 
“ army  about  a month  after  its  landing  on  the  coad  of  the  Red  Sea,  and,  as 
“ of  courfe,  took  the  charge  of  the  fick  from  Dr.  M‘Grigor  and  the  regi- 
“ mental  medical  officers.  But  Sir  David  Bail'd  having  refufed,  on  the  part 
“ of  the  Ead  India  Company,  to  defray  fo  large  an  expence,  the  whole  of 
“ this  edablifhment,  with  the  exception  of  a few  Hofpital  Mates,  were  or- 
“ dered  to  the  Englifh  army  at  that  time  in  Egypt ; and  Dr.  M‘Grigor 
“ and  the  Regimental  Surgeons  refumed  the  charge  of  the  department, 
“ and  of  their  own  fick.” 

Obs.  W e here  dnd  the  Commiffioners  afferting,  that  **  under  an  ex- 
perienced and  judicious  management  of  the  medical  department  of  an 
army,  the  general  hofpital  edablifhment  &c.  is  fuperabundant,  if  not  al- 
together an  unnecedary  incumbrance;”  and  adducing  as  a proof  of 
their  adertion,  what  is  faid  to  have  happened  during  a former  campaign 
in  Egypt,  with  the  army  from  the  Ead  indies ; and  all  tliis  on  the  au- 
thority of  Dr.  M£Grigor,  who  is  (by  the  Commiffioners)  conddered  as 
having  in  himfelf  given  an  ihftance  of  this  “ experienced  and  judicious 
management,”  from  which  fo  much  good  may  be  exposed.  So  far  as 
experience  might  be  ttfeful  in  thefe  matters,  certainly  Mr.  Young,  who 
was  placed  at  that  time  in  immediate  proximity  and  contrad  with  Dr. 
M‘Grigor,  had  infinitely  the  g reate d ihare  of  it,  becaule  he  had  been  at 

the 


C 39  ) 

(he  head  of  the  medical  department  of  the  three  greatefl  armaments  di£ 
patched  from  this  country,  either  in  the  lail  or  prefent  wars,  whereas  Dr, 

M'Grigor  (who  only  became  a Regimental  Surgeon,  in  1794)  had  attained, 
when  in  F.gypt,  no  higher  rank ; and  his  afling  as  head  of  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Indian  army,  had  been  occafioned  by  the  mere  accidental 
circumftance  of  his  being  the  fenior  Regimental  Surgeon  of  that  army. 

If,  therefore,  an  appeal  be  made  to  opinions  founded  upon  experience, 
that  of  Mr.  Young  certainly  ought  in  this  inflance  to  predominate  beyond 
all  comparifbn : and  it  will  appear  from  the  whole  of  his  correfpondence 
in  my  poffeflion,  as  well  as  from  the  parts  of  it  herewith  publifhed,  that  he, 

(Mr.  Young),  was  very  far  indeed  from  thinking  like  the  Commiffioners, 
or  Dr.  McGrigor,  on  the  fubjeft  of  general  hofpitals.  On  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s 
evidence  to  the  Commiffioners  on  the  fubjeft,  Dr-  Bancroft  has  made 
fome  obfervations  in  p.  61.  of  his  “ letter;”  but  he  was  not  aware  how  v 
egregioufly  that  gentleman  had  mifreprefented  facts  refpecting  the  Medical 
Staff  fent  from  this  country  to  join  the  army  from  India  ; and  probably  no 
perfon,  fenfible  ofthe  value  of  character,  and  of  what  men  in  fociety  owe  to 
each  other,  could  ever  have  fufpe&ed  that  a Staff',  which  contained  no  phy- 
fician,  and  confiited  in  all  of  but  eight  perfons,  viz.  one  infpeitor,  one  pur- 
veyor, one  furgeon,  one  apothecary,  three  hofpital  mates,  and  one  pur- 
veyor’s clerk,  -would  be  ftated  by  him  under  oath,  to  have  been  “ a 
complete  medical  eftabliffiment,  confiding  of  between  twenty  and  thirty 
in  number.”  Such  is,  however,  the  faff;  fuch  was  the  number,  and  fuch 
the  rank  of  the  Staff',  (appointed  with  the  approbation  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief)  who  alone  actually  embarked,  as  will  appear  by  the  em- 
barkation return,  (at  Weymouth,  4th  of  December,  1800)  figned, 

“ Richard  Mofs,  purveyor  to  the  forces,”  with  an  additional  declara-  App.  No.  na- 
tion, by  Mr.  Mofs,  “ that  no  ftorekeeper,  fteward,  or  hofpital  fervant  of 
any  defeription  proceeded  on  this  expedition,  nor  did  any  officer  or  fen- 
vant  join  at  the  Cape.”  Refpedfing  the  “ very  large  quantity  of  medi- 
cal and  purveyors’  ftores,  including  much  wine,  fent  out  in  two  tranf- 
ports,”  ftated  by  Dr.  M‘Grigor  to  have  been  “ font  out  with  the  Staff” 
above  mentioned,  I have  to  obferve,  that  there  is  now  before  me  arr 
invoice  of  the  “ hofpital  ftores  and  medicines,”  here  alluded  to,  and 
/hipped  (not  on  account  of  their  bulk,  but  for  greater  fafety)  on  board 
of  three  (not  two)  armed  tranfports ; and  thefe  were  no  more  than  the 
ufual  affortment  of  2500  men  going  on  a fecrct  expedition,  and  calcu- 
lated . 
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latcd  far  one  year’s  confumption.  Inftead  of  “ much  wine  fent  out  in 
two  tranfports,”  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a fingle  bottle  of 
wine  fent  from  this  country  for  that  expedition ; and  that  thefe  medi- 
cinal ffores,  even  with  thofe  added  at  the  Cape,  were  not  too  many,  may 
be  fafely  concluded,  fmce  Dr.  M£Grigor  readily  took  them  all,  though 
he  objected  to  the  Staff  fent  from  England,  not,  it  may  be  hoped,  from 
any  unwillingnefs  to  have  other  medical  officers  placed  over  him.  Wiffi- 
ing  to  give  Dr.  M‘Grigor  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  foundation  of 
his  teftimony,  and  the  caufe  of  its  ftrange  deviations  from  the  documents 
in  my  office,  I wrote  to  him  on  the  13  th  of  May,  1808,  requefting  he 
would  favor  me  with  a nominal  return  of  the  “ complete  medical  eftablifh- 
ment  ” in  queftion,  and  of  “ the  very  large  quantity  of  medical  and  pur- 
veyors’ (lores,  including  much  wine,  fent  in  two  tranfports.”  To  this  letter 
he  returned  an  anfwer,  dated,  “ London,  the  1 8th  of  May,  1808,”  in 
which  he  wrote  as  follows  : “ I never  was  in  polfeffion  of  any  nominal 
return  of  the  medical  eftabliffiment,  which  went  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  Egypt.  My  anfwer  to  the  queftion  of  the  Military  Commiffioners, 
was  founded  folely  on  my  belief  and  recollection  that  the  number  of  this 
Staff  was  great  for  the  object,  and  this  number  may  be  conftderably  more 
or  lefs  than  what  I have  ftated.  I have  juft  been  told,  that  I conftderably 
over-rated  this  number : it  may  be  fo  ; but  this  does  not  affect  the  purport 
of  my  anfwer,  which  you’ll  obferve  was  a very  general  one.  Though  I 
have  not  hefitated  to  anfwer  your  queftion,  I muft  exprefs  a doubt,  how  far 
I can  be,  by  any  other  authority,  required  to  account  for  evidence  given  on 
oath,  to  a Board  conftituted  as  that  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Military  En- 
quiry is.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.” 

This  letter  was  written  in  London  the  fame  day  with  Dr.  Borland’s  (men- 
tioned in  Art.  IX.  p.  16.)  and  would  appear  to  have  been  the  refult  of  a 
confutation  between  them  refpecling  a fpecies  of  embarraffment  in  which 
they  were  equally  involved  from  fimilar  caufes,  and  in  which  it  would  feem 
they  had  agreed  to  feek  Ihelter,  by  alleging  that  none,  except  the  Com- 
miffioners of  Military  Enquiry,  could  be  entitled  to  call  upon  them  for  any 
explanations.  It  is  remarkable  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor  here  acknowledges 
that  he  had  been  juft  told  of  his  having  conftderably  over-rated  the  num- 
ber of  the  Hofpital  Staff  in  queftion.  Whether  he  had  been  confcious  of 
this  or  not  when  giving  his  evidence,  I will  not  venture  to  deliver  an  opi- 
nion, 
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nion,  although  I cannot  nelp  recolle&ing that  this  pretended  “complete 
Staff”  joined  the  Indian  army  at  Coheir,  in  June  1801,  on  the  weftern 
coafl  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  received  from  Dr.  M'Grigor  the  charge  of  the 
medical  concerns  of  that  army  ; that  they  marched  together  over  the 
defert  of  Thebes  ; were  afterwards  encamped,  during  the  whole  of  the 
month  of  July,  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  in  Upper  Egypt ; that  they 
afterwards  defcended  that  river  nearly  400  miles  to  Ghiza,  in  Lower 
Egypt,  and  after  Haying  fome  time  in  that  neighbourhood  again  embarked 
and  proceeded  tb  Roletta  ; that  during  all  this  time,  and  for  fome  weeks 
after  the  Indian  army  arrived  at  Rofetta,  the  Hofpital  Staff,  fent  from  Eng- 
land, remained  in  “ charge  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Indian 
army,”  and  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  being  fubordinate  to  the  Infpedor  and  to 
fome  other  officers  of  that  Staff,  mufl  neceffarily  have  had  frequent  com- 
munications with  them,  and  efpecially  with  the  Apothecary  and  Purveyor, 
by  whom  it  appears,  from  official  documents,  that  the  medicines  and 
hofpital  (lores,  fent  out  from  England,  were  delivered  over  to  him  ; and 
as  Dr.  M‘Grigor  alfo  retained,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Indian  army,  the 
Hofpital  Mates,  he  mud,  by  all  thefe  proceedings,  (during  three  months 
at  lead,)  have  had  ample  opportunities  of  becoming  perfonally  acquainted 
with  every  one  of  the  individuals  who  compofed  the  Staff  in  quedion. 
But  if  it  be  even  fuppofed  that  he  really  did  not  know  their  number  to  have 
been  only  eight,  fuch  ignorance  cannot  furely  judify  him  in  dating  them 
at  “ between  twenty  and  thirty  in  number,”  dnce  he  ought  not  to  have 
made  that  datement  without  being  at  lead  certain  that  their  number  ex- 
ceeded twenty.  It  might,  however,  have  been  expelled  that  Dr.  M‘Gri- 
gor,  after  being  told  of  his  having  over-rated  the  number  of  the  Staff  in 
quedion,  would,  at  lead,  have  profeffed  fome  concern  at  his  miflead- 
ing  the  Commiffioners,  and  inculpating  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the 
Secretary  at  War,  and  the  Army  Medical  Board,  by  a mifreprefenta- 
tion  fo  grofs  in  its  nature,  and  fo  mifchievous  in  regard  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  it  has  been  employed.  But  indead  of  doing  this,  he 
has  even  now  the  confidence  to  fay,  that  this  Staff,  (fmall  in  number 
and  imperfed,  becaufe  it  had  no  Phyfician,)  was  “ great  for  the  objed 
i.  e,  for  an  army  which,  by  his  own  account,  “ confided,  with  followers,  of 
about  8000  men.”  He  even  pretends,  after  having  been  told  the  contrary, 
that  the  number  of  the  Staff  may  be  confiderably  more  or  lefs  than  what  he 
lias  dated,  i.  e.  that  it  is  dill  problematical,  whether  it  did  not  exceed  thirty 
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rather  than  fall  Ihort  of  twenty.  But  on  the  fuppofition  of  Its  falling  greatly 
fhort  of  his  ftatement,  he,  with  the  utmofl  indifference,  fays,  “ this  does  not 
affetl  the  purport  of  my  anfwer,  which  you’ll  obferve  was  a very  general 
one.”  With  what  truth  or  propriety  fuch  language  could  be  ufed,  I leave 
others  to  decide,  only  obferving,  that  his  ftatement  is  pofitive  in  regard  to 
the  extremes  of  what  he  has  left  undetermined.  It  is  pofitive,  by  his 
ftating,  that  the  number  of  the  Staff,  inftead  of  eight,  was  above  twenty, 
though  lefs  than  thirty.  How  far  Dr.  M’Grigor  may,  on  reflection,  be 
fatisfied  with  himfelf  and  his  anfwer  to  my  letter,  I know  not ; but  I 
know,  that  it  will  never  be  poflible  for  me  to  place  confidence  in  the  tefti- 
mony  of  one,  who,  after  fuch  an  injurious  and  extraordinary  mis-ftatement, 
can  manifeft  fo  much  confidence,  and  fo  little  conern. 

ARTICLE  XV.  Page  24,  of  Report. 

“To  this  it  appears  they  were  fully  competent ; for  the  only  addition 
“ which  was  fubfequently  made  to  this  eftablifliment  was  another  Store- 
“ keeper,  and  the  employing  one  of  the  Afliftant  Surgeons  as  the  refpon* 
“ fible  perfon  to  whom  money  was  to  be  iffued  for  the  contingencies  of 
“ the  department.  The  fame  fimplicity,  and  the  fame  laudable  ceconomy 
“ are  obfervable  in  what  refpefts  the  medical  difburfements  of  this  army. 
“ The  accounts,  after  being  examined  by  DoHor  M‘Grigor,  received  his 
“ fignature  of  approbation  ; and,  when  counterfigned  with  the  approba- 
“ tion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  were  fubmitted  to  the  audit  of  two 
“ perfons  attached  to  that  army,  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  examining  all 
“ the  accounts  belonging  to  it,  and  their  decifion  was  final.  The  fuccefs 
“ of  this  fyftem  of  management  certainly  juftifies  Doctor  M’Grigor  in  his 
“ opinion,  that,  with  the  addition  of  a few  Staff  Surgeons  and  Hofpital 
“ Mates,  as  a provifion  for  an  extraordinaiy  number  of  wounded  men, 
“ the  fame  fyftem  might  be  beneficially  adopted  on  all  our  foreign  ex- 
“ peditions.  And  this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  what  we  learn  from 
“ Do&or  Yates,  of  the  practice  adopted  in  the  India  Company’s  army  ; 
“ for  even  when  in  the  field,  the  only  addition  to  the  regimental  efta- 
“ blifhment,  is,  one  Staff  Surgeon  to  fuperintend  the  whole  Medical  De- 
“ partment,  and  a Medical  Gentleman  to  take  care  of  the  Hofpital 
“ Stores ; with,  occafionally,  three  or  four  Afliftant  Surgeons,  who  are 
“ at  the  difpofal  of  the  Chief  of  the  Staff.” 
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Obs.  Of  the  competence  of  the  Regimental  Medical  Officers  of  the  In- 
dian Army  to  take  care  of  their  own  fick  and  itores,  there  appears  to  be  no 
accurate  means  of  judging  ; as  they  had,  in  fadl,  during  the  prevalence  of  real 
ficknefs,  been  affifted  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Britiffi  Army,  and 
Dr.  M’Grigor  at  laft  found  it  neceffary  to  retain  “ a few  of  the  Hofpital 
Mates.”  One  of  the  reafons  affigned  by  the  Commiffioners  for  their  pre- 
ference of  the  fyftem  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor  and  of  his  arrangements  is,  that  the 
Regimental  Surgeons  carried  their  medicines  with  them.  No  precife  in- 
formation is  given  to  us  as  to  their  (lores,  but  from  the  appointment  of  a 
Store-keeper  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that,  even  with  the  ceconomical  arrange- 
ments of  the  Indian  Army,  a certain  provifion  of  (lores  and  medicines 
beyond  thofe  which  the  Regimental  Surgeons  could  carry  with  them,  was 
deemed  neceffary.  And  after  Dr.  M'Grigor  had  refumed  the  charge  of 
the  department,  we  find  that  an  additional  Store-keeper  was  appointed, 
and  one  of  the  Affiftant  Surgeons  employed  as  the  refponfible  perfon  for 
the  money  concerns  and  contingencies  : thefe  appointments  appear  to  be 
very  analogous  to  the  general  ufage  of  our  department  in  appointing  a 
Purveyor  or  Deputy  Purveyor  for  thefe  fervices  : the  chief  difference  is, 
that  the  latter  officer  is  refponfible  with  his  commiffion  for  the  truft  re- 
pofedinhim,  and  fuch  an  appointment  does  not  weaken  the  Medical  Staff 
of  regiments,  by  taking  their  Affiftant  Surgeons  for  thefe  duties,  which 
circumftance,  in  the  inftance  before  us,  may  have  caufed  the  neceffity  for 
one  of  the  “ few  Hofpital  Mates,”  being  retained  by  Dr.  M‘Grigor  from 
the  Englifh  army.  Of  the  “ laudable  ceconomy  in  the  medical  difburfe- 
ments  of  this  army,”  I have  no  correct  means  of  forming  a comparative 
eftimate ; and,  as  money  accounts  of  the  medical  department  on  foreign 
ftations  are  not  fubmitted  to  my  cognizance  or  controul,  I ffiould  forbear 
noticing  the  fubjecl,  but  that  I have  accidentally  heard  from  perfons  who 
have  opportunities  of  knowing  the  fadts,  that  the  expenditure  of  that  de- 
tachment of  the  Indian  army  which  landed  in  Egypt  is  confidered  by  the 
India  Directors  as  having  been  proverbially  extravagant.  With  refpedt  to 
Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  opinion,  (juftified,  as  the  Commiffioners  think,  by  his  fyftem 
of  management,)  that,  with  the  addition  of  a few  Saff  Surgeons  and  Hof- 
pital Mates,  as  a provifion  for  an  extraordinary  number  of  wounded  men,  the 
fame  fyftem  might  be  beneficially  adopted  on  all  our  foreign  expeditions, 
it  is  deferving  of  particular  notice  that  this  detachment  w'as  never  engaged 
in  adtive  operations,  fo  that  even  to  this  moment  Dr.  M‘Grigoris  notcom- 
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petent  to  give  an  opinion,  founded  on  any  experience,  of  the  wants  of  an 
army  in  ftaif,  medicines  and  ftores,  under  the  accumulated  circumftances 
of  diftrefs,  which  prefent  themfelves  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  which 
refult  from  fuch  actions  as  thofe  which  took  place  in  Egypt  on  the 
landing  of  our  army,  and  fubfequently  during  the  month  of  March, 
and  which  compelled  Mr.  Young  to  urge  with  fuch  prefling  earneftnefs  the 
neCeflity  of  thofe  additions  to  the  Staff  and  Stores,  which  we  have  already 
feen,  or  fhall  hereafter  fttew;  and  of  Mr.  Young’s  experience,  and 
fuperior  opportunities  for  judging  of  this  neceflity,  compared  to  Dr. 
M‘Grigor’s,  no  one  can  entertain  a doubt : nor  can  I allow  that  Dr. 
M’Grigor’s  opinion  is  at  all  confirmed  by  Dr.  Yates’s  account  of  the 
practice  adopted  in  the  India  Company’s  Army,  until  I can  be  perfuaded 
that  the  nature  of  Indian  warfare,  where  Europeans  and  thofe  under 
European  difcipline  are  oppofed  to  Afiatics  on  the  fame  continent,  and 
with  the  known  abundant  means  of  tranfporting  flores  and  baggage,  is 
fimilar  to  the  war  of  Europeans  againft  Europeans,  and  efpecially  in 
the  cafes  of  expeditions  from  this  kingdom  to  hoftile  countries,  where  no 
means  are  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  no  previous  knowledge 
can  be  obtained  of  the  facilities  or  difficulties  that  are  likely  to  offer  them- 
felves. 

Numerous  occafions  will  prefent  themfelves  in  the  courfe  of  this  work 
of  noticing  the  mode  in  which  the  Commiflioners  have  pafl'ed  fome  of 
their  cenfures  ; and  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  point  out  in  this  place,  by 
way  of  contraft,  the  mode  alfo  in  which  they  beftow  fome  of  their  en- 
comiums. They  are  pleafed  to  mention,  in  terms  of  high  praife,  “ the 
fimplicity  and  laudable  oeconomy  obfervable  in  what  refpe&ed  the  dif- 
burfements  of  this  army,”  i.  e.  the  Indian  army  in  Egypt.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  recollected,  that,  according  to  “ this  fyftem  of  manage- 
' ment,”  the  “ fuccefs  of  which  juftifies  the  opinion  that  it  might  be 
beneficially  adopted  on  all  our  foreign  expeditions,”  it  is  the  fenior  Sur- 
geon of  the  regiments  which  happen  to  be  on  a particular  fervice,  who 
firft  examines  the  accounts  of  the  medical  difburfements,  and  gives  them 
the  fignature  of  approbation,  fo  that  among  other  accounts,  this  per- 
fon  is  called  upon  to  detect  the  extravagant  and  improper  charges 
contained  in  his  own  ; charges,  which  if  he  has  once  been  tempted  to 
introduce  into  them,  he  has  a double  interefl  in  pafling,  firft  for  his 
own  gain,  and  next  for  the  fake  of  his  character,  and  which,  if  he  has 
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pafled  for  himfelf,  he  cannot  avoid  parting  for  other  Regimental  Surgeons. 
A more  fimple  ceconomy,  in  any  fenfe  of  the  word,  could  not  be  devifed. 

It  cannot  be  neceffary  to  flate,  that  I confine  this  remark  entirely  to 
the  “ fyflem  ” in  queflion,  without  alluding  to  the  medical  accounts  of 
that  particular  army. 

ARTICLE  XVI.  Page  24,  of  Report. 

“ If  from  what  has  been  Hated,  the  propriety  of  the  General  Hofpital 
“ fyflem,  as  it  has  been  adopted  on  our  foreign  expeditions,  fince  the 
“ eflablifhment  of  the  Army  Medical  Board,  fhall  be  deemed  queftion- 
“ able,  the  extenfive  adoption  of  the  fame  fyflem  at  home  will  be  found 
“ probably  to  be  open  to  much  flronger  objections.  On  aCtive  fervice,  a 
“ diftindl  Medical  Eflablifhment,  which  might  relieve,  in  a great  degree, 
“ the  Regimental  Surgeons,  from  all  duties,  except  in  the  field,  and  whofe 
“ expenditure  was  under  a feparate  controul,  appears  to  carry  a great  con- 
“ venience  with  it : but  the  reafons  which  might  be  urged  in  favour  of 
“ fuch  a meafure  on  fervice,  do  not  apply  to  our  forces  at  home.” 

Obs.  The  queflion  which  is  here  flated,  concerning  “ the  propriety 
of  the  General  Hofpital  fyflem,  as  it  has  been  adopted  on  our  foreign  ex- 
peditions,” has  indeed  been  apparently  decided  by  the  Commiflioners 
againfl  the  Medical  Board.  The  grounds  for  their  decifion,  however, 
were,  firfl,  the  mifinanagement  of  the  Medical  Department  in  Flanders,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  lafl  war,  with  which,  as  I have  abundantly  fhewn,  the 
Board  is  in  no  degree  chargeable ; fecondly,  the  alleged  excefs  of  the 
officers  of  the  Medical  Staff,  which,  I trull,  has  been  amply  refuted ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  comparifon  between  the  Medical  Eflablifhment  of  the  de- 
tachment fent  from  Bombay  to  Egypt,  in  1801,  and  that  of  the  Britifh  army 
in  the  fame  country,  which  has  obvioufly  been  made  upon  grofs  mifrepre- 
fentations ; and  a decifion  which  refls  upon  fuch  grounds  will  fcarcely 
produce  conviction. 


ARTICLE  XVII.  Pages  24  and  25,  of  Report. 

“ Hospitals,  to  which  the  fick  of  regiments,  abfent  on  fervice,  mar 
“ be  generally  fent,  mull  be  undoubtedly  ufeful ; but  our  objection  is  to 
“ the  number  which  have  been  eflablilhed,  and  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
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**  eftabliffiments  attached  to  them  ; and  to  the  principle  on  which  they 
“ have  been  conduced. 

“ The  return  in  the  Appendix  ffiews,  that  five  General  Hofpitals  were 
“ eftablifhed  in  1793;  and  that  three  were  added  in  17 99,  during  the 
“ expedition  to  Holland  ; but  that  thefe  laft  were  difcontinued  in  the  next 
“ year.  Four  others  are  dated  to  have  been  eftablifhed  in  1803,  by  a 
“ War-office  order.  The  eftabliffiments  of  thefe  laft,  it  appears,  were  con- 
“ tinued,  with  the  exception  of  fome  of  the  fervants,  for  two  or  three  years, 
“ although  the  hofpitals  were  never  in  ufe.  (App.  No.  33.  of  Report.) 

“ It  will  be  proper  to  obferve  in  this  place,  that,  with  refpedt  to  three  of 
“ thofe  hofpitals  eftablifhed  in  1803,  which  are  dated  in  the  return,  not  to 
“ have  been  in  ufe,  it  appears  that  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in 
“ Chief  had  directed,  on  the  30th  September  in  that  year,  that  his  order 
“ for  providing  them  fhould  be  revoked ; but  Mr.  Keate  having  dated 
“ that,  in  confequence  of  former  orders,  he  had  appointed  a regular  Staff 
“ for  each  of  the  places,  and  ordered  them,  together  with  the  requifite  com- 
“ plement  of  fuperior  fervants,  to  their  refpective  deftinations,  His  Royal 
“ Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  order,  that  although  thofe  General  Hofpitals  were 
“ not  actually  occupied,  yet  that  the  Staft'  that  had  been  appointed  for 
“ them  ffiould,  under  the  exifting  circumftances,  be  kept  in  readinefs  at 
“ thofe  places. 

“We  have  not  inquired  what  were  the  exifting  circumftances  which 
“ could  juftify  the  fixing  of  complete  eftabliffiments  for  general  hofpitals 
“ at  places  where  there  were  no  patients,  or  into  the  motives  which  in- 
“ duced  Mr.  Keate  to  recommend  a fufpenfion  of  His  Royal  Highnefs’s 
“ order  to  aboliffi  thefe  eftabliffiments,  as  Mr.  Keate’s  letter  to  His  Royal 
“ Highnefs  contains,  of  courfe,  the  reafons  which  operated  on  his  mind. 
“ But  we  cannot  omit  to  obferve,  that  the  continuance  of  thefe  expenfive 
“ eftabliffiments  feems  to  have  been  unknown  at  the  War  Office  ; for  we 
“ find,  that  on  the  1 2th  November  1804,  Mr.  Keate  was  queftioned  relative 
“ to  the  appointment  of  principal  medical  officers  to  two  of  the  places, 
“ c when  it  appears  that  there  were  no  General  Hofpitals  at  the  polls  at  which 
“ they  were  refpedlively  ftationed.’  Mr.  Keate’s  anfwer,  on  the  15th 
“ January  1 805,  being  made  known  to  His  Royal  Highnefs,  he  was  pleafed, 
“ on  the  2 1 ft  of  the  fame  month,  to  recommend  the  difcontinuance  of 
“ thofe  hofpitals.” 
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Ous.  \V ith  regard  to  the  obje&ions  ftated  at  the  conclufion  of  the  firfl:  of 
the  above  paragraphs,  (page  24.  of  Report)  it  will  be  neceffary  to  mention 
briefly  the  circumftances  under  which  the  permanent  General  Hofpitals  at 
home  have  been  formed,  in  order  that  the  reader  may  judge  how  far  the 
number,  magnitude,  and  principle  of  thofe  eftablilhments,  are  deferving  of 
reprehenfion.  I fliall,  therefore,  begin  with  the  number  of  them,  and 
give  a fhort  account  of  each. 

The  five  permanent  general  hofpitals,  which  were  eftablifhed  before,  or 
about  the  year  1793,  were  thofe  at  Deal,  Chelfea,  Plymouth,  Portfmouth 
(or  Gofport),  and  Chatham. 

The  Medical  Board,  very  lhortly  after  their  appointment,  received  notice, 
that  confiderable  numbers  of  fick  and  wounded  foldiers  were  ordered  to 
be  brought  over  from  the  Netherlands,  where  it  was  found  to  be  extremely 
difficult,  inconvenient,  and  expenfive  to  accommodate  them  ; and  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  notice,  they  were  under  the  neceffity  of  providing  haflily 
the  fitted:  places  which  they  could  procure,  at  Deal,  Chelfea,  and  Colchef- 
ter,  for  their  reception.  At  Deal,  there  was  an  hofpital  belonging  to  the 
naval  fervice,  into  which  many  fick  and  wounded  men,  from  Flanders,  had 
for  feveral  months  paft,  been  received  ; and  here  they  were  attended  and 
fupplied  with  medicines  by  Naval  Surgeons,  and  fubfifted  by  the  Navy 
Agent,  at  a fixed  rate  per  man.  But  this  hofpital  having  become  full  of 
patients,  and  that  mode  of  maintaining  them  being  deemed  objectionable, 
fome  old  infantry,  and  cavalry  barracks  were  fitted  up  as  temporary  hof- 
pitals, and  the  fick  foldiers  were  removed  into  them  from  the  Naval  Hof- 
pital, and  continued  to  be  there  accommodated,  until  a Military  Hofpital, 
adapted  to  fuch  prefling  exigencies,  was  built. 

It  was  on  the  fame  emergency  that  a fmall  houfe  was  hired  at  Chelfea, 
and  converted  into  what  has  fince  been  called  The  York  Hofpital : but  as  ** 
its  fize  was  greatly  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  fervice,  four  temporary 
wards  were  ordered  to  be  added  immediately  thereto  ; and  thefe  were  be- 
gun and  finilhed  in  time  for  the  reception  of  the  fick,  which  arrived  in 
about  fix  weeks  afterwards.  This  additional  flight  building,  which  has  fuf- 
fered  much  from  decay,  ftill  remains  as  a part  of  York  Hofpital. 
Into  this  hofpital,  (with  fome  further  additional  buildings)  it  appears, 
that  between  the  xoth  of  November,  1793,  and  the  nth  of  May,  1795, 
i.  e.  in  18  months,  there  were  received  1180  patients  from  Flanders,  and 
174  from  other  places  ; exclufivc  of  about  150  women  and  children. 

So 
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So  many  fick,  however,  were  in  a fliort  time  fent  over  to  this  country 
from  the  oppofite  fhore,  and  efpecially  in  the  winter  of  1794-5,  that  the 
hofpitals  at  Deal,  which  held  about  300  patients,  and  thole  at  Chelfea, 
with  fuch  other  buildings  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
latter,  for  the  purpofes  of  hofpitals,  containing  altogether  about  700  Tick, 
were  infufficient  for  their  accommodation  ; and  therefore  the  barracks  at 
Colchefter  were  for  a time  converted  into  a General  Hofpital,  and  prepared 
for  the  accommodation  of  1500  fick.  Arrangements,  though  on  a much 
fmaller  fcale,  were  alfo  made  for  the  reception  of  fick  at  Harwich,  and 
fome  other  places  ; but  as  military  operations  foon  afterwards  ceafed  on 
the  continent,  the  greater  part  -of  thefe  hofpitals  gradually  became  lefs 
neceffary,  and  were  difeontinued.  If  the  Commiflioners  had  thought  fit 
to  demand  information  concerning  the  miferies  w-hich  our  fick  foldiers  on 
the  continent  fulfered  in  1794  and  1795,  from  the  want  of  proper  hofpital 
accommodation  on  the  fpot,  and  the  wretched  Hate,  alfo,  in  which  they 
arrived  in  our  ports,  they  would  not,  I am  perfuaded,  have  thought  it 
humane  or  reafonable  to  object  to  the  inconfiderable  number  of  hofpitals 
which  were  provided  for  their  reception,  at  home,  during  this  period. 

But  it  was  not  from  the  coafl  of  Flanders  only  that  an  influx  of  patients 
was  liable  to  happen  ; Plymouth  and  Portfinouth  afforded  almoft  daily 
proofs  of  the  extreme  inconvenience  arifingfrom  thewant  of  accommoda- 
tion for  fick  foldiers-;  the  former  of  thefe  places  being  wholly  dellitute  of 
any  fuch  eftablilhment  as  a General  Hofpital,  and  the  latter  having  only  two 
fmall  hofpitals,  thofe  at  Hilfea  and  at  South  Sea  C.aftle,  which  were  both 
very  unfit  for,  and  inadequate  to  the  calls  of  the  fervice.  The  reafons  foi 
erecting  a General  Hofpital  at  Plymouth  are  very  fully -Hated,  in  a letter 
written  by  the  late -Lord  George  Lennox,  when  Governor  of  that  garrifon, 
to  the  then  Commander  in  Chief,  Lord  Amherft,  dated  24th  February, 
1794,  (to  which  I particularly  folicit  the  reader’s  attention,  as  well  as  to 
two  letters  written  by  the  Board  on  the  fame  fubject)  and  thefe  reafons 
finally  prevailed  over  the  great  diflike  which  the  latter  diftinguilhed  officer 
had  imbibed  again!!  thofe  eftabliflunents.  This  fad!  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
ftrongef!  arguments  I could  adduce,  to  fliew  how'  great  muff  have  been 
the  neceflity  for  that  hofpital,  and. will  render  any  further  apology  for 
it  fuperfluous.  A fimilar  neceflity,  but  exifting  in  a ftill  greater  degree, 
led  to  the  eredtion  of  the  General  Hofpital  at  Gofport,  in  lieu  of  die 
confined  and  objectionable  hofpitals  at  Hilfea  and  South  Sea  Caftle. 

The 
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The  laft  to  be  noticed  of  the  five  General  Hofpitals  in  queftion,  is 
that  which  was  attached  to  the  depot  for  recruits  at  Chatham,  and  which 
had  belonged  thereto  before  the  inftitution  of  the  Army  Medical  Board ; 
fuchan  hofpital  has  always  been  found  fo  requifite  for  this  peculiar  fervice 
that  when  the  recruiting  depot  was  removed  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  in  the 
year  1801,  it  was  deemed  neceffary  to  remove  thither  alfoits  medical  efta- 
blifhment,  which  has  fubfifted  there  to  the  prefent  time. 

From  this  account  it  will,  I prefume,  appear  that  no  one  of  the  five  hof- 
pitals above-mentioned,  could  have  been  difpenfed  with,  and  this  will,  I 
conceive,  be  thought  equally  true  of  the  “ three  General  Hofpitals  added 
“ in  1799,”  at  Yarmouth,  Harwich,  and  Colchefter,  (which,  however, 
were  not  permanent,  for  they  “ were  difcontinued  the  next  year,”  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  Report,)  when  it  is  ftated  that  they  were  eilablilhed 
for  the  reception  of  the  fick  and  wounded  of  the  Britifh  and  Ruffian 
armies  after  the  evacuation  of  Holland. 

By  the  return  in  the  Appendix  it  will  be  feen  that  of  Britiffi  foldiers,  2718  App.  No.  1 r 
were-  admitted  into  thefe  General  Hofpitals,  and  into  thofe  at  Chelfea  and  C. 

Deal ; and  of  Ruffians  about  2500  were  accommodated  at  Yarmouth, 

Plymouth,  and  at  Gofport,  befides  150  who  were  received  into  the  Naval 
Hofpital  at  Hull.  By  the  provifions  thus  made  for  the  fick  and  wounded, 
the  mortality  among  the  Britiffi  was  only  in  the  proportion  of  feven  in  a 
hundred.  What  it  might  have  been  without  this  provifion,  and  whether 
the  number  of  hofpitals  formed  at  that  junfture  be  exceffive,  I leave  to 
the  reader’s  judgment,  and  ffiall  content  myfelf  with  fimply  obferving, 
from  the  experience  of  the  laft  and  of  former  wars,  that,  while  military 
operations  are  undertaken  upon  a large  fcale  on  the  oppofite  coafts  of  the 
Continent,  there  is  not  merely  a very  great  convenience  and  ceconomy, 
but  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  eftabliffiing  General  Hofpitals  at  home  for  the 
relief  of  our  armies  abroad. 

Having,  as  I truft,  fully  ffiewn,  that  the  obje&ion  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  to  the  number  of  our  home  General  Hofpitals  has  been  made 
without  a due  knowledge  or  confideration  of  the  circumftances  which 
gave  rife  to  their  eftabliffiment,  I am  now  to  notice  the  “ four  others  ftated 

to  have  been  eftabliffied  in  1803,  by  a War  Office  order,”  at  Chatham, 

Dunmow,  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  and  Edinburgh.  The  propriety  of  this 
order,  (which  feems  to  be  called  in  queftion  by  the  Report,)  it  is  not  in 
my  province  to  defend,  although  I cannot  think  that  itvrauld  require  any 
defence  with  thofe  who  have  even  but  a flight  knowledge  of  the  political 
ftate  of  the  country  at  that  period. 

Ii  The 
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The  order  itfelf,  or  rather  the  orders  are  given  in  the  Appendix,  toge- 
ther with  the  proper  documents  conne&ed  with  them,  and  it  is  fufficient  for 
me  to  date,  that,  upon  the  receipt  thereof,  I had  only  to  obey  by  carry- 
ing them  into  execution. 

In  anfwer,  however,  to  the  firft  of  the  allegations  contained  in  the 
Iaft  paragraph,  viz.  that  I “ recommended  a fufpenfion  of  His  Royal 
“ Highnefs’s  order  to  aboliffi  the  eftabliffients  at  D unmow,  Bury  St. 
4C  Edmund’s,  and  Edinburgh,”  I cannot  but  exprefs  my  furprife  at  the 
mode  in  which  the  Commiffioners  have  perverted  the  plain  meaning  of  my 
letter ; there  is  in  it  no  fuggeftion  whatever  of  the  nature  which  they 
have  ftated,  but  merely  a fimple  account  of  the  fteps  I had  already  taken 
in  the  execution  of  His  Royal  Highnefs’s  former  orders,  and  a requeft  for 
ihftructions  with  regard  to  thofe  which  it  might  be  deemed  neceffary  for 
me  to  take  in  confequence  of  the  change  of  thofe  orders  ; and  inftead 
of  recommending  “ a fufpenfioni,”  (I  obeyed  the  order  ftrittly,  which) 
was  “ not  to  provide  hofpitals  at  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  and  D unmow 
accordingly  hofpitals  were  not  provided  there. 

fn  the  fecond  allegation,  (contained  in  the  words  “ but  we  cannot  omit  to 
w obferve,  &c.”)  there  lies  a lingular  charge,  either  of  the  concealment, 
on  my  part,  “ of  thofe  expenfive  eftabliffiments,”  or  of  inattention  on 
the  part  of  the  War  Office,  in  having  totally  forgotten  them.  What  pro- 
bability of  fuccefs,  and  what  advantages  could  poffibly  have  attended  the 
endeavour  to  conceal  the  eftabliffiments  in  queftion,  it  will  be  difficult 
perhaps  even  for  the  Commiffioners  to  explain : in  order,  however,  to 
repel  a charge  fo  incredible  in  itfelf,  and  fo  injurious  in  its  effefts,  I ffiall 
give  in  the  Appendix  a lift  containing  the  dates  of  feveral  letters  that 
paffed  between  the  War  Office  and  nryfelf  concerning  thofe  hofpitals, 
which  will  prove,  that,  during  the  interval  in  queftion,  I had  frequent 
communications  with  the  War  Department  on  the  lubjedl  of  them,  and 
therefore  that  their  continuance  was  neither  concealed  by  me,  nor  “ un- 
“ known  at  the  War  Office.” 

I muft  next  advert  to  the  fecond  obje&ion  of  the  Commiffioners 
againft  General  Hofpitals,  which  applies  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the  efta- 
biiffiments  attached  to  them.  The  whole  ground  on  which  this  objection 
appears  to  reft,  is  that  which  is  found  in  page  25  of  the  Report.  “ ft  is 
“ Dr.  Borland’s  opinion,  that  the  General  Hofpitals  in  England  appeared 
“ to  have  more  medical  officers  and  fervants  attached  to  them  than  were 
“ neceffary.  This  alfo  feems  to  be  Colonel  Burnet’s  opinion,  if  we  may 
“ jut'ge  fr°m  ?-n  t'ftiniate  of  the  annual  expence  of  an  cllablilhment  requifite 
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“ for  a General  Military  Hofpital,  which  he  has  communicated  to  us,”  &c. 

It  feems  then,  from  the  above  palTage,  that  the  objection  alluded  to,  has 
for  its  foundation  merely  what  is  an  “ opinion  ” of  Dr.  Borland,  and  what 
the  Commiffioners  chufe  themfelves  to  afcribe  to  Colonel  Burnet,  as  his 
“ opinion  ; ” and  I am,  therefore,  to  examine  the  folidity  ofthefe  founda- 
tions. 

The  data  upon  which  Dr.  Borland  has  formed  his  “ opinion  ” muft, 
if  I err  not,  be  very  fcanty  ; for  he  does  not  appear,  from  any  docu- 
ments in  my  pofTeiTion,  to  have  had  any  perfonal  knowledge  of  “ the 
General  HofpitaJs  in  England,”  ’till  1801,  when  he  was  placed  under 
Dr.  Jackfon,  firft  at  Chatham,  and  afterwards  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight : in 
the  General  Hofpitals  at  thefe  places,  -he  ferved  in  the  whole  only  about 
twelve  months,  and  was  afterwards  employed  to  aboiifh  the  General 
Hofpitals  at  Plymouth  and  at  Gofport,  duties  which  did  not  occupy 
many  days.  With  regard  to  the  two  former  hofpitals,  I cannot  recol- 
lect or  difcover  any  intimation  from  himfelf,  or  from  Dr.  Jackfon,  of  a 
fuperabundance,  either  of  Medical  Officers,  or  of  fervants  in  them,  ex- 
cept in  the  fingle  cafe  of  Dr.  Maclaurin : but  the  reafons  which  led  Dr.  -Anp.  No.  3. 
Jackfon  to  reprefent  that  officer  as  fuperfluous,  did  not  convince  the 
Medical  Board  that  he  was  fo,  and  will,  probably,  not  convince  many 
other  perfons  : and  with  regard  to  the  laft  of  thofe  hofpitals,  Gofport, 

Dr.  Borland  vifited  it  when  it  was  in  a reduced  ftate,  in  confequence  of 
the  hofpital  arrangements  which  had  been  made  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight ; and 
when,  therefore,  it  did  not  prefent  a fair  opportunity  for  judging  of  the  ex- 
cefs  or  deficiency  of  the  eftablifhment  which  had  formerly  been  attached  to 
it ; neither  has  he,  in  hating  the  fuperfluous  numbers,  at  all  dihinguiffied 
thofe  required  for  the  charge  of  the  Stores,  from  the  actual  attendants  on 
the  fick.  Upon  thefe  grounds,  I fubmit  to  the  reader  how  far  Dr.  Borland 
can  be  juhified  in  aflerting,  “ that  the  General  Hofpitals  in  England  had 
more  Medical  Officers  and  fervants  than  were  necefi'ary  ; ” efpecially  when 
the  motives  are  confidered  that  induced  Government  to  build  thefe  bolpitals, 
and  when  we  refleft  on  the  poffible  recurrence  of  fitnilar  vifitations  of  difeafe 
and  inundations  of  wounded  men  to  thofe  which  happened  in  1794,  1795, 
and  1799*  As  to  the  opinion  which  is  gratuitoufly  * attributed  to  Colonel 

Burnet. 

* The  Commifiioners  appear  in  many  inftances  to  put  their  own  interpretations  on  the 
words  and  ftatements  of  others  ; and  they  draw  from  them  the  inferences  which  accord 
bell  with  their  conceptions,  even  when  they  have  every  opportunity  of  afeertaining  the  real 
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Burnet,  it  will  be  feen,  by  referring  to  his  eftimate,  given  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  the  Report,  page  169,  that  the  eftabliffiment  propofed  by  this 
officer  was  defigned  folely  for  a General  Hofpital  which  had  no  patients, 
or,  at  lead,  had  but  very  few,  for  his  lift  contains  no  Phyfician,  Sur- 
geon, or  Apothecary ; and  one  orderly  man,  and  one  nurfe  are  the  only 
menial  fervants  included  therein,  which  fervants,  it  is  evident,  would  have 
very  ample  employment  when  they  had  to  attend  merely  upon  30  fick. 
The  “ opinions  ” therefore  of  Dr.  Borland  and  Colonel  Burnet  ought 
not  to  be  conftdered  as  any  proof  that  a greater  number  of  medi- 
cal officers  and  fervants  were  employed  in  the  General  Hofpitals  in  Eng- 
land than  were  actually  neceflary  for  prefent  duties,  or  as  a provifton  for 
fudden  emergencies,  and  the  care  of  the  Stores ; and  as  no  other  evidence 
to  this  point  is  adduced  by  the  Commiffioners,  I might,  perhaps,  be  juf- 
tified  in  quitting  this  fubjeft  ; but  defirous  to  leave  nothing  unexplained, 
which  has  been  urged  againft  me  as  a ground  of  blame,  I beg  leave  to  give 
a brief  account  of  the  eftabliffiment  which  has,  for  many  years,  been  ufu- 
ally  attached  by  me  to  a General  Hofpital,  in  order  that  the  reader  may 
App.No.n.  compare  mine  with  Colonel  Burnet’s,  and  judge,  whether  or  not  a more 
ceconomical  one  could  have  been  devifed,  confiftently  with  the  object  in. 
view.  At  the  firft  formation  of  General  Hofpitals,  their  permanent  or 
refident  eftabliffiment  conftfted  of 
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One  Staff  Surgeon  or  Apothecary  * 

One  Hofpital  Mate  . . , . 

One  Clerk,  having  the  charge  of  ftores  . 

One  Matron,  charge  of  linen,  &c. 

One  Steward,  charge  of  provifions,  &c.  . 020 

One  Wardmafter,  having  general  charge  of  the  hofpital  010 
Phyficians,  Surgeons,  Hofpital  Mates,  Orderlies,  and  Nurfes  were  ad- 
ded according  to  the  number  of  the  fick  ; but  the  Officers  here  mentioned 
were. not  provided  with  apartments  in  the  hofpital  nor  confidered  as  the 
permanent  part  of  the  eftabliffiment.  The  only  alterations  which  have 
been  made  in  the  above  mentioned  eftabliffiment  were  the  appointment  in 
1798,  of  an  a fling  Deputy  Purveyor  at  five  flullings  per  diem  (in  lieu  of 


meaning  of  the  tcftimonics  given  by  the  Gentlemen  examined  before  them.  Dr.  Bancroft 
has  noticed  a freedom  of  this  kind  taken  with  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Young,  (in  page  55  of  his 
late  publication,)  and  the  inftonce  here  given  of  Colonel  Burnet  is  a llronger  proof  thereof. 
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the  clerk)  fecurlty  being  required  for  the  truft  confided  to  him,  and  Tub- 
fequently  in  1800,  the  appointment  of  a Deputy  Purveyor  with  a com- 
miffion,  and  ten  (hillings  per  diem  in  the  place  of  an  afting  Deputy  Pur- 
veyor, which  was  determined  on,  as  I have  already  ftated  in  Article,  No.  V. 
becaufe  the  refponfibility  had  increafed,  and  a commilhon  was  thought  to 
give  to  give  to  the  Public  a furer  pledge  of  the  Purveyor’s  fidelity.  Such 
has  been  the  permanent  ellablifhment  of  the  General  Hofpitals  in  England 
during  the  greatell  preffure  of  the  fervice  in  the  laft  war,  and  fuch  their 
expence  until  an  extra  and  temporary  allowance  of  five  Util  lings  per  diem 
was  granted  to  the  fenior  officer,  with  the  rank  of  Principal  Medical 
Officer,  as  I have  before  explained  in  Article  VI.  The  only  hofpitals  which 
form  an  exception,  are  thofe  of  Plymouth,  Chatham  for  a Ihort  time, 
and  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  In  the  firfl,  Dr.  Boone,  was  appointed  the  perma- 
nent Chief  Medical  Officer  from  the  confideration  of  his  being  the  fenior 
Phyfician,  and  of  his  having  been  fent  to  that  diftrift  before  the  creation  of 
the  Medical  Board.  In  the  fecond,  Dr.  Mitchell,  who  had  been  appointed 
its  principal  Medical  Officer  while  Staff  Surgeon,  was  retained  in  that  fitua- 
tion  after  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Staff  Phyfician,  and  in  the  third, 
the  management  was  placed  under  Dr.  Moore  as  Infpe&or  and  Phyfician,  in 
order  that  he  might  act  in  both  thofe  capacities  whenever  the  number  of  fick 
fhould  be  fo  diminilhed  as  not  to  require  the  aid  of  a fecond  Phyfician.  I 
have  already  faid  that  the  Commiffioners  have  adduced  no  evidence  (but 
only  opinions)  to  fupport  their  objection  to  the  magnitude  of  the  eftablilh- 
ments  attached  to  General  Hofpitals ; they  have  referred  to  two  returns,,, 
one  of  the  ellablifhment  at  the  Depot  Hofpital  in  the  Me  of  Wight,  in  which 
I am  not  aware  that  any  fuperabundance  of  Medical  Officers  or  of  Servants 
will  be  found,  and  the  other,  of  the  Medical  Officers  who  are  ftated 
pro  forma  to  have  been  “ on  duty  at  York  Hofpital,  Chelfea,  from 
25th  of  March,  to  24th  of  September,  1806,”  by  which  it  appears  as  if 
Officers  had  been  on  duty  there  during  that  period,  although  the 
average  number  of  patients,  for  the  faid  time,  was  76.  As  much  mif- 
conception  may  arife  from  the  bare  inlpeftion  of  that  return,  I think  it 
neceffary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  I ftated  to  the  Commiffioners  in  my  ex- 
amination, (fee  page  106  of  the  Report)  that  “ the  eftablifhment  at  York 
“ Hofpital  varied  according  to  the  number  of  fick  ; but  that  it  was,  befides, 

**  a Depot  of  Staff  Officers ; becaufe,  almoft  all  perfons  belonging  to  the 
**  Medical  Staff',  who  are  unemployed,  (and  waiting  in  readirefs  for  other 
fervices)  are  ordered  to  report  theml'elves  there,”  for  which  reafon  they 

are 
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are  always  included  in  the  lift  of  the  Staff,  which  is  dated  to  be  u on  duty-1’ 
at  that  hofpital.  It  this  manner  it  has  happened,  that  of  the  thirty-one 
Medical  Officers  included  in  the  return  alluded  to,  fix  only  belonged  in 
reality  to  the  York  Hofpital,  the  other  twenty-five  being  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  the  care  of  the  Tick,  but  attached  to,  or  ready  for  other  fer vices. 
That  return  was  moreover  a half-yearly  return,  and  therefore  it  in- 
cluded the  names  of  all  thofe  Officers  who  had  been  on  the  books  of  the 
Depot  of  Staff  during  any  part  of  that  half-year,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  number  of  Officers  returned  “ on  duty”  at  York  Hofpital  appears 
much  greater  than  it  was  in  fact  at  any  one  portion  of  the  period  in 
queftion.  To  {hew  that  this  number  was  enlarged  by  accidental  circum- 
App.  No.  1 1.  ftances  alone  I give  in  the  Appendix,  a weekly  return  of  Medical  Officers, 
who  were  nominally  “ on  duty”  in  the  books  of  that  Depot,  during  the 
week  immediately  preceding  that  in  which  the  Commiflioners  required 
(by  letter  dated  17th  March  1807)  a lift  of  the  Medical  eftabliffiment 
at  York  Hofpital  for  the  year  1806,  by  which  it  will  be  feen  that  there 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  only  eight  Officers  on  the  books,  of  whom 
one  was.  attached  to  the  ftores  entirely,  and  two  were  “ for  any  other 
fervice it  is  in  a mode  fimilar  to  the  above  that  the  Military  Officers  of 
.the  army  report  thetnfelves.  to  the  Depots  at  the  Ule  of  Wight  and  at 
Maidftone, 

The  laft  objection  mentioned  by  the  Commiffioners  is  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  General  Hofpitals  at  home  have  been  conducted  ;”  an 
objection,  to  which  I am  at  fome  lofs  how  to  reply  ; becaufe  it  is  ftated 
without  any  explanation  being  given,  either  in  the  paffage  from  which  it  iy 
extracted  or  in  any  other  part  of  their  Report  that  I can  difeover,  of 
what  they  mean  to  exprefs  by  the  term  “ principle.”  From  an  attentive 
perufal  of  the  report,  however,  I am  led  to  believe  that  the  above  objection 
of  the  Commiffioners  is  founded  chiefly  or  wholly  upon  the  preference 
which  they  have  given  to  what  is  called  the  regimental  plan  of  conducting 
hofpitals  over  that  which  has  been  formerly  adopted,  and  I fhall,  therefore, 
offer  a few  obfervations  on  this  fubjeCb 

That  Regimental  Hofpitals  are  in  moft  inftances  capable  of  being  con- 
ducted at  a lower  rate  than  General  Hofpitals  is  an  indifputable  faCt ; the 
reafon  of  this  is,  that  the  cafes  received  into  the  former  are  generally  acci- 
dents or  acute  difeafe, which  demand  a very  fparing  diet,  with  little  animal 
food,  and  feldom  require  wine,  whereas  thofe  cafes  for  which  General 
Hofpitals  are  intended,  and  which  are  ufually  received  into  them,  are 
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patients  worn  out  by  chronic  affe&iorrs,  or  labouring  under  malignant 
difeafes  or  ferious  furgical  injuries,  the  greater  part  of  which  require 
generous  diet  and  a liberal  allowance  of  cordials,  among  which  wine  is 
one  of  the  mod  expend ve ; a great  difference,  therefore,  of  expence  is 
neceifarily  caufed  in  the  diets  only  of  the  Tick,  which  it  is  clear  can  only 
be  controlled  by  the  attending  Medical  Officers  j in  other  refpetts  the 
computation  of  expence  ought  to  be  rather  in  favour  of  General 
Hofpitals,  inafmueh  as  the  articles  of  fupply  are  bought  at  wholefale  in- 
dead'of  retail  prices  ; but  various  contingencies  fwell  the  apparent  expence 
of  General  Hofpitals  which  do  not  appear  in  the  accounts  of  regimental 
furgeons ; the  Regimental  Hofpital  is  a fmall  houfe  or  finall  appendage 
to  a barrack,  from  whence  it  draws  its  fupplies  of  bedding  and  of  (lores, 
and  by  which  department  the  whole  expence  of  waffling  is  paid ; the 
General  Hofpital  is  a very  large  houfe,  and  is  in  itfelf  a barrack,  but  its 
inhabitants  being  Tick  and  difabled  men,  others  in  health  mud  be  hired 
to  do  thofe  duties  which  in  ordinary  barracks  are  performed  by  the  regi- 
mental fatigue  parties  ; and  the  whole  expence  of  wafhing  appears  in  the 
hofpital  accounts,^  indead  of  being  thrown  on  the  Barrack  Department. 

In  thefe  hofpitals  alfo,  which  are  calculated  for  four  or  five  hundred  men, 
the  (lores  and  equipments  mud  be  comparatively  large,  and  proper  per- 
fons  mud  be  employed  for  the  charge  thereof.  In  Regimental  Hofpitals 
this  expence  is  apparently  faved,  but  is  in  truth  paid  for  in  the  expences  of 
the  Barrack  Maders,  Barrack  Store-keepers  and  Barrack  Serjeants,  &c. 

The  General  Hofpitals  are  moreover  Depots  of  Medicines  and  likewife 
ufually  of  {lores,  from  whence  iflues  are  made  to  foreign  fervices  as  well 
as  to  regimental  fervices  at  home  ; a greater  number,  therefore,  both  of 
Hofpital  Staff7  Officers  and  of  Servants  mud  be  kept  on  pay  at  thefe  eda- 
blifhments  than  are  abfolutely  required  for  mere  attendance  on  the  fick ; 
hence  it  appears  that  in  General  Hofpitals,  the  Purveyor,  the  Matron  and 
the  Steward  have  a double  duty  to  difeharge,  one  which  is  proper  to  the 
Barrack  department,  and  one  which  relates  to  the  matters  of  money,  dores 
and  provifions  ; and  it  is  only  by  detaching  the  expences  of  the  former 
department  from  thofe  of  the  latter  that  the  real  expence  of  the  edablilh- 
ment  could  be  afeertained. 

The  tables  which  I have  added  in  the  Appendix  will  prove  the  diffi-  App.  No.  n. 
culty  of  fuch  a feparation,  and  will  exhibit  on  comparifon  a very  great 
difference  in  the  expences  of  two  General  Hofpitals,  each  for  200  men, 
on  account  of  peculiarities  incidental  to  the  nature  of  the  fervice  at  the 
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one,  (the  Army  Depot  Hofpital  in  the  Me  of  Wight)  which  do  not  exift 
at  the  other,  (the  Hofpital  at  Gofport).  In  thefe  tables  are  Hated  the 
aflual  eftablifhment  and  expences  of  the  former,  and  the  expence  of 
the  latter  while  it  fubfifted  for  the  like  number  of  patients  ; and  I have 
fubjoined  a third  table,  fhewing  what  the  expences  of  five  Regimental  Hof- 
pitals  would  be  for  the  fame  number  of  patients,  viz.  200,  allowing  40 
patients  to  each,  which  is  the  ufual  calculation  for  the  maximum  of  fick- 
nefs  and  fupply  in  regiments.  I have  not  included  the  pay  of  wafher- 
women  in  the  General  Hofpital  eftablifhments,  becaufe,  as  this  expence  for 
Regimental  Hofpitals  is  borne  by  the  Barrack  Department,  no  -compari- 
fon  can  be  made  on  this  head.  The  expence  of  Storekeepers,  which 
does  not  appear  in  the  Regimental  Hofpital  fyftem,  (being  in  fa£t  paid  in 
the  Barrack  expenditure,)  but  is  neceffary  in  that  of  the  General  Hofpitals, 
(which  do  not  receive  their  fupplies  from  Barrack  ftores,)  cannot  be  eafily 
detached ; but  in  comparing  the  tables,  due  confideration  ought  to  be 
given  to  this  circumflance. 

I have  likewife  added  in  the  Appendix  a comparative  ffcatement  be- 
tween the  York  Hofpital,  as  it  exifted  on  the  General  Hofpital  plan,  until 
the  25th  December,  1807,  and  its  eftablifhment  as  at  prefent  on  the  Re- 
gimental plan  ; from  which  it  will  be  feen  that  the  difference  of  expence 
between  them  is  very  trivial ; and  the  apparent  faving  on  the  latter  plan 
is  probably  counterbalanced  by  the  additional  expence  which  is  thrown 
upon  the  Barrack  Department  by  the  prefent  mode  of  fupply. 

In  thefe  comparifons  I have  avoided  any  obfervation  on  the  difference  of 
expence  in  the  diets  of  the  fick,  becaufe  this  can  or  ought  only  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  nature  of  the  difeafes,  and  the  judgment  of  the  attending 
medical  officers,  in  which  I have  never  confidered  it  juftifiable  to  inter- 
fere, being  of  opinion  that,  in  almoft  every  inftance,  a perfonal  knowledge 
of  a cafe  is  neceffary  for  forming  a decifion  on  the  propriety  of  a particular 
diet,  or  of  medical  treatment. 

With  refpefl:  to  the  Home  General  Hofpitals,  I have  always  been 
anxious  to  appropriate  thefe  to  the  reception  of  fick  from  foreign  ftations 
exclufively,  unlefs  in  times  of  extraordinary  ficknefs  here  ; and  as  the 
very  worft  cafes  that  can  be  admitted  into  hofpitals,  are  the  medical  and 
furgical  patients,  ufually  fent  from  foreign  fervices,  1 always  have  confi- 
dered, and  ftill  do  confider,  fome  eftablifhment  of  this  nature  for  their 
reception,  not  only  an  humane,  but  a politic  and  ceconomical  meafure  ; 
for  allowing  to  the  Regimental  Surgeons  in  general  much  talent,  and  that 
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{hey  pay  all  the  attention  to  their  nek  that  other  a vocation's  will  admit  of, 
it  mull  Hill  be  confclTed,  that  Staff  Officers,  whether  Pbyficians  or  Sur- 
geons, who  are  felecled  on  account  of  fuperior  education  and  eminent 
talents  in  their  refpecfcive  profeflious,  and  who  can  devote  their  whole  time 
and  abilities  to  the  care  of  the  lick  and  wounded,  without  interruption  from 
the  variety  of  other  duties  required  of  the  Regimental  Surgeon,  are  more 
likely  to  bring  about  the  fpeedy  recovery  of  their  patients  in  General  Hos- 
pitals, than  could  be  expected,  under  thecircumffances  Hated,  in  Regimen- 
tal Hofpitals. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  other  principle  on  which  General  Hofpitals 
have  been,  or  ought  to  be  conducted,  than  that  of  placing  in  them 
the  molt  approved  Medical  Officers,  and  of  affording  to  them  the  molt 
likely  means  of  attaining  the  object  which  every  honeit  practitioner  mull 
have  in  view,  namely,  the  recovery  of  his  padent  by  any  modes  that  his 
knowledge  and  experience  may  fugged,  without  injury  or  injuftice,  either 
to  the  public,  or  to  the  fick  foldier  under  his  care. 

Numerous  documents  in  my  poffeffion  abundantly  prove,  that  in 
ordinary  times  of  healthinefs  abroad,  and  at  all  times  for  the  home  fer- 
vice,  I have  preferred,  and  have  enjoined  the  Regimental  Hofpital  fyf- 
tem,  and  have  conftantly  given  inftru&ions  to  the  chief  Medical  Officers 
on  foreign  Rations,  and  to  thofe  going  on  expedidons,  not  to  eftablilh 
General  Hofpitals,  except  in  cafes  of  the  greateft  emergencies ; and  thefe 
emergencies  appear  always  to  have  occurred,  for  on  every  expedition  that 
has  left  this  country,  General  Hofpitals  have  been  eftablilhed  by  thofe 
Infpeclors  and  Deputy  Infpeftors,  who  have  been  moil  acquainted  with 
the  Regimental  Hofpital  fyftem  at  home.  Indeed,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  General  Hofpital  was  re-opened  by  Deputy  Infpe&or  Baillie, 
in  a period  of  peace  and  quiet,  after  it  had  been  previoufly  difeondnued. 
Of  the  propriety  of  this  meafure,  I do  not  entertain  a doubt  j and  I only 
mention  the  fact,  in  order  to  prove  the  occafional  neceffity  thereof. 
The  eftabliffiments  of  Maidftone  and  Lymington  have  been  placed,  at  my 
recommendation,  on  the  regimental  plan,  in  confequence  of  the  decreafed 
number  and  the  clafs  of  patients  at  each,  and  that  of  the  York  Hofpital  was 
fo  arranged,  in  confequence  of  a fuggeftion  fubmitted  by  me  for  a reduc- 
tion of  its  eftablilhment.  I propofed  the  fame  meafure  for  Eling,  which  it 
was  not  then  deemed  expedient  to  adopt. 
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After  thefe  proofs  of  my  readinefs  to  adopt  the  Regimental  Syflem, 
whenever  I conceived  it  to  be  fcafible  without  injury  to  the  fick,  I hope 
that  a flatement  of  the  following  circumftances,  which  induce  me  to  regret 
the  difcontinuance  of  Gofport  Military  Hofpital,  will  not  be  attributed  to 
any  undue  degree  of  partiality  in  favour  of  General  Hofpitals.  In  con- 
fequence  of  fome  reprefentations,  an  order  was  iifued,  to  put  an  end 
40  the  above  eflablifhment,  on  the  fuppofition,  no  doubt,  that  it  would 
not  be  again  required  : its  convenience  and  utility  have,  however,  been 
recently  evinced  by  what,  in  fuch  cafes  is  always  the  flrongeft  proof, 
the  diflrefs  that  arofe  from  the  want  of  fuch  an  hofpital  in  the  vicinity  of 
Portfmouth,  when  the  fick  of  our  army  from  South  America,  and  thofe 
from  the  Mediterranean  arrived  at  Spithead,  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  in 
the  latter  end  of  lafl  December. 

Dr.  Moore,  Infpedlor  of  Hofpitals,  and  the  chief  medical  officer  at  the 
Army  Depot  Hofpital,  had,  with  his  wonted  regard  to  the  fervice, 
written  to  me  on  the  24th  December,  1807,  dating  that,  having  under- 
flood  that  the  remainder  of  the  troops  from  South  America  might  be 
daily  expe&ed,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  apprize  me  that  if  any  of  the 
tranfports  came  to  Spithead  with  fick  or  invalids,  requiring  the  accommo- 
dation of  an  hofpital,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  any  to  be  admitted  into 
that  General  Hofpital,  as  at  that  time,  from  the  great  number  of  men  at 
the  depot,  and  at  all  the  out-pofls  of  the  ifland,  including  allb  the  prifon 
fhip,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  room  could  be  found  for  more  patients, 
(and  he,  therefore,  recommended  that,  if  thofe  troops  were  expetted  at 
Spithead,  provifion  fhould  immediately  be  made  for  the  reception  of 
their  fick).  Dr.  Moore  adds,  “ on  Tuefday  lafl  I had  a letter  from 
“ Deputy  Infpeftor  M’Grigor,  at  Portfinouth,  written  by  the  defire 
of  General  Prevofl,  to  know  if  any  men  could  be  taken  into  this 
hofpital  belonging  to  the  regiments  that  had  gone  on  fervice, 
“ to  which  I was  obliged  to  reply  in  the  negative,  for  the  reafons  I 
“ have  already  affigned.”  Dr.  Moore’s  communication  being  referred  to 
the  Infpeftor  General,  (who,  fince  the  abolition  of  the  General  Hofpitals  oh 
the  coall,  provides  for  the  reception  of  any  fick  who  may  return  from 
abroad  among  the  Regimental  Hofpitals  in  the  vicinity,)  he  informed  me 
that  it  was  not  very  probable  that  the  South  American  fick  who  had 
been  nineteen  weeks  at  fea,  fhould  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  and 
at  the  rifk  of  the  fcas,  be  again  embarked  ; but  if  they  fhould  be  un- 
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expectedly  removed  (from  Cork),  accommodation  for  a hundred  ferious 
cafes  might  be  found  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portfmouth,  as 
reported  by  Deputy  Infpeftor  M‘Grigor.  Three  hofpital  ffiips,  how- 
ever, did  arrive  from  Cork  with  the  Tick  of  the  South  American  army, 
and  about  the  fame  time  the  army  from  the  Mediterranean,  under  Lieute- 
nant General  Sir  John  Moore,  alfo  arrived  at  Spithead,  with  a very  numerous 
fick  lift,  for  whom  it  does  not  appear  that  accommodation  was 
ready  or  was  eafily  procured,  fince  they  arrived  off  the  Ifle  of  Wight  on 
the  27th  December,  and  were  not  removed  from  their  tranfports  till 
the  8th  January,  (during  which  time  they  are  ftated  to  me,  to  have  fuffered 
very  great  inconvenience,  by  being  detained  on  board  of  crowded  veffels. 
Some  of  them  were  at  laft  fent  round  to  the  Downs,  and  the  reft  for 
the  mod  part,  fent  to  Selfea,  Bognor,  and  the  neighbourhood,  where 
it  appears,  by  a fubfequent  report  from  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  that  the  ac- 
commodation was  bad,  and  the  building  afligned  to  them  totally  unfit  for 
the  purpofes  of  an  hofpital.  If  time  had  been  allowed,  accommodation 
might  have  been  prepared  for  thofe  fick  at  Gofport  Hofpital,  which,  from 
its  conftruftion,  and  likewife  from  its  fituation,  was  admirably  adapted  for 
their  reception,  as  they  might  have  been  landed  from  the  boats  at  the  door 
of  the  hofpital. 

To  conclude  this  fubjecl,  I have  been  for  fome  time  aware,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  a variety  of  allegations,  often  incorredt,  and  not  always  difin- 
terefted,  a general  preference  exifts  in  the  army  in  favor  of  Regimental 
Hofpitals  alone.  To  Item  the  tide  of  popular  opinion,  is  neither  my  wifh 
nor  my  duty  : but  as  far  as  my  experience,  in  the  feveral  official  fituations 
which  I have  had  the  honor  to  hold,  can  enable  me  to  judge,  I canfider, 
that  the  fuperior  benefits  attributed  to  Regimental  Hofpitals  are 
over-rated,  and  that  the  difadvantages  fuppofed  to  refult  from  General 
Hofpitals  are  much  lefs  than  is  pretended,  when  thefe  are  not  greatly  mif- 
condufted.  And  I beg  permiffion  here,  to  enter  my  proteft  againft  the 
purport  of  a declaration  which  Dr.  Borland  has  fubjoined  (in  page  162  of 
Report)  to  his  comparative  ftatement  of  Hofpital  Expenditure  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : “ The  new  fyftem  has  been  introduced  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
“ by  Infpe&or  Ker ; at  Sicily,  by  Deputy  Infpe&or  Somerville ; at  the 
“ Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  Deputy  Infpector  Baillie,  &c.  where  the 
“ favings  have  been  even  greater  than  at  home  ; and  there  can  be  no 
“ doubt,  but  that  if  QNE  authority  controuled,  and  ONE  Medical  Regu- 
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“ lation  pervaded  the  whole  army,  the  Hofpital  Expenditure,  mediants 
“ included,  might  be  defrayed  from  the  Hofpital  Stoppages.”  1 have 
already  mentioned  in  this  “ obfervation,”  that  Dr.  Baillie  had  been  under 
the  drong  neceffity  of  re-edablilhing  the  General  Hofpital  at  the  - Cape, 
notwithlfanding  the  apparent  benefit  accruing  from  the  great  favings  made 
by  adopting  “ the  new  fyftem.”  But  my  proteftis  againd  the  new  order 
of  things  Dr.  Borland  aims  to  introduce,  by  which  it  is  henceforth  to  be 
enjoined  throughout  the  army,  that  the  Hofpital  Expenditure,  “ medicines 
included,”  lhall  be  wholly  defrayed,  by  the  ufual  doppages  made  from  the 
pay  of  the  fick  in  hofpitals.  There  is  but  little  novelty  in  the  mere 
attempt  to  reduce  the  expences  of  Hofpitals : various  expedients  for  this 
purpofe  have  been  adopted,  at  different  times,  with  more  or  lefs  fuccefs ; 
but  every  one  of  thofe  proje&s  has  been,  or  muff  be  founded  upon  depriv- 
ing the  fick  of  thofe  comforts  which  the  moft  able  and  honed  practitioners 
have  ufually  deemed  proper  for  them  and  in  employing  remedies  which 
coil  little,  or  nothing  as  bleeding,  water,  falts,  &c.  a fpecies  of  oeconomy 
which,  I believe,  has  always  proved  ultimately  very  expenfive,  by  the  con- 
fequent  lofs  of  lives. 

ARTICLE  XVIII.  Pages  25,  26,  27,  28,  of  Report. 

“ What  we  have  hitherto  dated  is  applicable  to  the  Medical  Edablilh- 
“ ment  of  the  Britilh  Troops  only  ; for  the  Foreign  Troops  in  our  fervice 
“ have  a didinct  Medical  Edablilhment,  which  mud,  therefore,  be  fepa- 
“ rately  confidered. 

“ From  Doctor  Verdurme’s  datement  of  the  edablilhment  of  Officers, 
“ Clerks,  and  Servants  employed  at  the  General  Foreign  Hofpital,  from 
“ December  1803  to  December  1806,  given  in  the  Appendix,  it  appears 
“ that  there  is  at  prefent  a General  Hofpital  at  Eling,  for  the  Invalids  of 
“ all  the  Foreign  Corps ; and  a fmall  edablilhment  at  Lyinington,  of  a 
“ Surgeon  and  two  Hofpital  Mates,  conducted  on  the  footing  of  a Regi- 
“ mental  Hofpital,  for  the  fervice  of  the  recruits  belonging  to  the  Foreign 
“ Corps,  the  number  of  which  is  faid  to  be  regularly  from  500  to  800 
“ men,  together  with  from  forty  to  fixty  Officers.  App.  No.  36, of  Report. 

“ The  datement  to  which  we  have  before  referred,  Ihews,  that  the 
“ edablilhment  of  Medical  Officers  at  Eling,  from  December  1803,  to 

December  1806,  has  been  low,  compared  with  that  of  the  Britilh  Ge- 
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nera!  Hofpitals  ; yet,  from  the  fame  ftatement,  it  appears  that  the  num- 
ber of  patients  admitted  daring  this  period  of  three  years  was  1301,  whilit 
we  find  that  only  1 1 22  were  admitted  into  the  York  Ifofpital  during  the 
fame  period.  It  is  a Angularity  in  the  eftablifhineiit  of  fervants  at 
Eling,  as  given  in  the  flatement,  that  no  Matron,  head  Nurfe,  Nurfes, 
or  Sempflreffes,  are  employed  in  this  General  Hofpital.  This  has  been  a 
laving  to  the  public,  as  Doctor  Verfturme  calculates,  from  December, 
1796,  to  December,  1806,  of  above  two  thoulandfour  hundred  pounds. 
“ The  view  which  we  have  given  of  this  Hofpital  Eftablifhment,  certainly 
entitles  the  management  of  it  to  much  commendation,  in  comparifon  with 
the  cotemporary  management  of  the  Britifh  General  Hofpitals  ; as  does 
alfo  the  controul  over  the  expences  of  the  hofpital ; notwithftanding  we 
confider  Doctor  Verfturme’s  flatement  as  an  incomplete  reprefentat’on 
of  thofe  expences.  Doctor  Verflurme  infers,  from  the  returns  and 
accounts  for  the  years  1805  and  1806,  tranfmitted  to  us,  that  the  pa- 
tients, during  this  period  of  two  years,  were  fubfifled  at  about  nine  pence 
three  farthings  per  diem  each  ; but  it  does  not  appear  in  what  mode  he 
has  formed  his  calculation.  Our  ftatement,  prepared  from  the  fame 
documents,  {hews,  that  if  the  whole  coll  of  the  fubfiftence  during  this 
period,  be  divided  by  the  total  number  of  fervants  and  patients 
fubfifled,  the  expence  of  each  fervant  and  patient  per  diem  would 
be  about  eight  pence  farthing ; and  that,  if  the  fame  fum  w^as  di- 
vided by  the  number  of  patients  only,  the  expence  of  each  would 
be  eleven  pence  three  farthings  per  diem ; but  if  the  charge  for 
the  fervants’  wages,  their  fubfiftence,  and  the  contingencies,  were 
added,  as  they  ought  to  be,  to  the  coft  of  the  patients’  fubfiftence, 
the  expence  then  of  each  patient  in  the  Eling  Elofpital  would  be  about 
feventeen  pence  per  diem,  during  the  years  1805  and  1806.  It  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked,  alfo,  that  in  thefe  two  years,  a confiderable  fupply 
of  porter,  wine,  lugar,  vinegar,  foap,  barley,  rice,  &c.  were  received  at 
the  Eling  Hofpital,  from  the  Porchefter  Caftle  depot,  the  coft  of  which 
is  not  included  in  the  tranfmitted  accounts.  From  our  ftatement,  a 
conclufion  alfo  may  be  drawn  refpefting  the  number  of  fervants 
and  orderlies  employed  at  the  Eling  Hofpital  during  the  above  two 
years,  which  is  deferving  of  conftderation.  The  number  actually  em- 
ployed during  this  period  may  be  ascertained  by  dividing  the  column  of 
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“ days’  fubiiftence  by  730  ; the  number  of  clays  in  thofe  years,  and  the 
“ number  of  patients  being  afcertained  in  the  fame  way,  the  refult  gives 
“ the  average  number  of  attendants  and  orderlies  to  have  been  16 1 ; and 
“ of  patients  37  '-,  or  nearly  one  fervant  to  two  patients.  We  have 
“ before  dated,  that  the  pay  of  the  Foreign  Hofpital  eftablilhment,  in- 
“ eluding  that  of  Dodlor  Verfturme,  was  nearly  2500I.  during  the  years 
“ 1804  and  1805.  Thefe  views,  therefore,  of  the  actual  expence  of  the 
“ maintenance  of  the  patients  in  the  Eling  Hofpital,  and  of  the  great 
“ difproportion  of  the  eftablilhment  of  fervants  to  the  number  of  patients, 
“ notwithftanding  that  no  women  were  employed,  will  fufficiently  fupport 
“ our  recommendation,  that  the  Eling  General  Hofpital,  as  well  as  the 
“ remaining  Britifh  General  Hofpitals,  Ihould  be  managed  on  the  regi- 
“ mental  plan.  But  at  all  events,  the  recommendation  contained  in 
“•  Dodlor  Verfturme’s  letter  is  certainly  deferring  of  much  attention.  At 
“ prefent  there  are  two  medical  eftabliffiments  belonging  to  the  foreign 
“ corps  ; that  at  Eling,  which  wre  have  been  noticing,  and  another  at 
“ Lymington,  which  is  conducted  on  the  regimental  plan.  Dodlor 
“ Verfturme  propofes  that  the  eftablilhment  at  Eling  Ihould  be  removed 
“ to  Lymington:  this,  he  fays,  would  be  a faving  of  above  ioool.  per 
“ annum  in  the  pay  of  the  perfons  attached  to  that  hofpital.” 

Obs.  There  appears  to  be  but  little  to  notice  in  this  article,  until  the 
Commiflioners  take  the  opportunity  of  bellowing  much  commendation  on 
the  management  of  the  hofpital  eftablilhment  of  the  Foreign  Department 
under  Dr.  Verfturme,  as  compared  with  the  cotemporary  management  of 
the  Britifh  General  Hofpitals,  and  on  the  controul  over  the  expences  of  the 
hofpital ; this  praife  feeins  to  be  founded  on  the  comparatively  Iowr  efta- 
blifhment of  medical  officers  at  thofe  hofpitals,  and  on  the  Angularity 
with  relpect  to  fervants,  that  no  matron,  head  nurfe,  nurfes,  or  fempftrefles 
are  employed  there,  as  well  as  Dr.  Verfturme’s  ftatement  of  the  average 
expence  of  each  patient,  being  about  nine  pence  three  farthings  per  diem. 
With  refpedl  to  the  firft  ground,  I trull  I have  fufficiently  Ihewn  in  the 
preceding  article,  that  from  the  duties  of  medical  officers  at  the  dif- 
ferent Britifh  General  Hofpitals  not  being  clearly  underltood,  has  arifen 
the  erroneous  impreffion  of  a redundancy  being  employed  therein. 

With  refpedl  to  the  low  eftablifhment  of  fervants,  the  Commiflioners 
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have  themfelyes  removed  the  ground  of  praife,  by  dating  the  proportion 
as  being  one  fervant  to  two  patients,  and  it  may  therefore  be  reafonably 
fufpetted  that  the  Angularity,  in  this  refpeft,  has  not  produced  fo  great 
a faving  as  Dr.  Verfturme  calculates  ; it  is  befides  proper  to  notice  that 
Eling  is  not  like  the  Britilh  General  Iiofpitals,  a depot  of  medicines  and 
(tores,  but  draws  them,  as  they  may  be  required,  from  Lymington,  Por- 
chefter,  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  London.  A matron  for  the  charge  of 
linc-n,  and  funilar  (tores,  is  therefore  not  requifitc  here  as  at  other 
hofpitals. 

As  to  the  pretended  faving  made  by  employing  no  female  fervants  (ex- 
cept walherw  omen)  in  the  hofpital  at  Eling,  which  Dr.  Verfturme  cal- 
culates at  more  than  2400I.  in  ten  years,  it  is  only  necelfary  to  fay  a few 
words  in  order  to  (hew  the  fallacy  of  that  ftatement.  It  appears  in 
the  firft  place,  that  the  number  of  fervants  employed  was  as  one  to  even- 
two  patients,  and  as  this  proportion  is,  at  lead,  the  triple  of  that  which  is 
allowed  in  the  Britilh  General  Hofpitals,  it  confequently  follows  that  in- 
ftead  of  any  faving  having  been  made  by  Dr.  Verfturme  in  the  article  of 
fervants,  he  has  incurred  an  expence  about  three  times  greater  than 
that  which  (hould  have  been  incurred,  and  this  expence,  computed  for 
ten  years,  would  undoubtedly  arife  to  a very  large  amount.  In  the 
next  place,  whatever  Dr.  Verfturme  may  afiert,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  the  hire  of  male  fervants  is  much  more  expenfive  than  that  of  female. 
The  orderly  has  already  coft  to  the  nation  a large  fum  in  his  bounty  money 
for  enlifting  as  a foldier,  and  he  has  alfo  been  fome  expence  to  the  nation 
for  his  maintenance  while  drilling,  &c.,  and  likewife  for  his  cloathing, 
expences  which  are  not  incurred  for  nurfes  previoudy  to  their  being  hired 
for  the  fervice  of  hofpitals  : moreover  the  orderly  is  paid  three  pence  per 
diem  for  doing  that  duty,  which  he  receives  in  addition  to  his  daily  pay  of 
13d.  fo  that  he  receives  i6d.  per  diem  in  the  whole,  whereas  a nurfe  re- 
ceives only  nine  pence  per  diem  ; and  therefore  including  the  whole  coft  of 
the  orderly,  and  comparing  his  expence  with  that  of  a woman,  as  a hofpital 
fervant,  it  will  be  feen  that  fo  far  from  a faving,  there  is,  in  fadt,  twice  as 
much  expence  incurred  by  Dr.  Verfturme’s  “ Angularity  ” as  attends  the 
employment  of  female  fervants,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  diminution  which  his 
plan  occaAons  in  the  efledtive  ftrength  of  foreign  corps,  nor  of  the  very 
fuperior  benefit  which  the  fick  derive  from  the  attendance  of  females^  who 
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are  unirerfally  allowed  to  be  more  cleanly,  fober,  attentive  and  induftrious 
fervants  than  orderly  men. 

The  lad  claim  to  praife,  founded  on  the  ftatement  of  the  average  ■■x- 
pence  of  each  patient,  is  unfortunately  difproved  by  the  counter  ftatement 
of  the  Commiffioners  themfelvcs,  v ,'iich  nearly  doubles  the  calculation  of 
Dr.  Verfturme.  The  commendation  which  they  have  bellowed  on  the 
controul  over  the  expences  of  the  hofpital  is  to  be  lhared  between  Dr. 
Verfturme,  the  Comptroller  of  the  accounts  of  the  Army  Hofpitals,  and 
the  Surgeon  General  ; and  of  this  divided  praife  I readily  accept  my  por- 
tion, to  which  I could,  perhaps,  fhew  a better  title  than  the  Commiffioners 
may  be  aware  of,  for  I have  certainly  had  much  irkfome  duty  and  cor - 
refpondence  with  Dr.  Verfturme  on  the  fubjedt  of  his  accounts. 

I may  here  alfo  be  permitted  to  affiume  the  merit  of  having  placed  the 
hofpital  at  Lymington  on  the  plan  of  a detachment  or  Regimental  Hof- 
pital,  which  merit  candour  might  have  led  Dr.  Verfturme  to  allow  me  either 
in  his  evidence  or  in  his  fubfequent  correfpondence  with  the  Commif- 
fioners. That  this  meafure  was  executed  by  directions  originating  from 
me  will  be  proved  by  the  letters  of  my  Affiftant  to  Dr.  Verfturme,  of  the 
27th  February  and  8th  March,  1806,  and  the  Doctor’s  anfwers,  given  in 
the  App.  No.  1 1.  P.  A recommendation  to  the  fame  effedt  relative  to  the 
Hofpital  at  Eling-,  which  has  anticipated  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Commif- 
fioners, was  made  by  me,  as  I have  before  ftated,  on  the  21ft  of  July  1807, 
App.  No.  11.  Q.  but  its  adoption  was  not  then  deemed  expedient. 

ARTICLE  XIX.  P.  28,  29,  of  Report. 

“ The  regimental  part  of  the  Medical  Eftabliffiment  of  the  army,  is  the 
“ laft  fubdivifion  of  this  branch  of  our  fubjedt. 

“ Previous  to  December,  1796,  the  Regimental  Medical  Staff  confifted 
“ of  one  Surgeon  and  one  Mate  to  each  regiment  or  battalion ; 
“ and  the  Surgeon  had  an  allowance  proportioned  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
“ corps,  for  medicines,  the  hire  of  hofpitals,  and  the  medical  expences 
“ attending  detachments  and  recruiting  parties.  But  by  a regulation  of 
“ the  above  date,  it  was  diredted  that  medicines  fliould  be  fupplied  to  the 
“ refpedtive  corps  by  the  Apothecary  General  ; and  the  hire  of  hofpitals, 
44  and  the  medical  expences  alluded  to,  were  to  be  charged  to  the  Pub- 
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c<  lie.  The  Surgeon's  pay  was  at  the  fame  time  increafed,  and  the  mates 
“ received  a king’s  commiflion,  with  increafed  pay,  and  were  fiyled  Aflift- 
“ ant  Surgeons.  It  was  further  directed  by  the  fame  regulation,  that  the 
“ medical  and  hofpital  expences  of  regiments  ffiould  be  inferted  in  the 
“ annual  public  accounts  of  the  refpedtive  corps.  By  a regulation  of  June 
“ 1798,  the  Regimental  Hofpitals  were  declared  to  be  under  the  immediate 
“ direction  of  their  refpective  Surgeons,  fubjeft  neverthelefs  to  the  general 
“ directions  and  luperintendance  of  the  Inipector  of  Regimental  Hofpi- 
“ tals.” 

Obs.  The  amelioration  of  pay  and  emoluments  to  Regimental  Sur- 
geons and  Affiftants  in  1796,  7,  granted  at  the  inllanceof  the  Army  Medi- 
cal Board,  led  me,  when  Infpedtor,  to  form  a code  of  inflru&ions,  together 
with  a Pharmacopoeia  and  a lift  of  capital  and  pocket  inftruments,  a thin  j 
never  before  done,  forthe  guidanceof  Regimental  Surgeoas  in  the  oeconomy 
of  their  hofpitals  ; thefe,  when  approved  by  the  Board,  and  fanctioned  by 
the  King,  were  promulgated  in  1796,  7.  Additions  to  thefe  regulations 
were  made  by  the  Board  in  1798,  which,  though  {lightly  noticed  by  the 
Commiffioners,  will  be  found  to  convey  diredtions  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe 
iffued  in  1 803,  with  a few  exceptions  and  additions  ; among  the  latter  is  the 
introduction  of  orders  relative  to  the  ftation  of  the  medical  officers,  and  to 
leave  of  abfence  ; the  fchedule  of  barrack  fupply  given  in  the  Appendix  ; 
the  mode  of  providing  the  neceffary  equipments  of  fire-irons,  tables, 
and  forms  in  hired  hofpitals  ; the  commutation  of  orderlies  for  nurfes, 
when  a regiment  is  in  three  detachments,  (which  meafure  has  been  {hewn 
in  the  preceding  article,  not  to  be  oeconomical  in  reality,  although  it 
keeps  down  the  hofpital  account,  as  the  orderly  in  fadt  receives  from 
Government  is.  id.  per  diem,  befides  his  daily  hofpital  pay  of  4d.,  not  to 
mention  his  bounty-money,  and  the  neceffary  expences  of  forming  a fol- 
dier,  befides  that  it  takes  from  the  effedtive  ftrength  of  the  regiment ; 
whereas  the  whole  coll;  of  a nurfe  is  one  {hilling  per  diem  from  the  hof- 
pital fund,  without  any  previous  or  prefent  expence  to  Government.) 
The  order  for  dry-rubbing,  inftead  of  waffiing  the  floors  is  alfo  an  ad- 
dition in  the  book  of  1803,  but  it  had  been  in  practice  before  the  promulga- 
tion of  that  book.  Another  addition  (affording  a very  important  means 
of  keeping  down  the  apparent  expenditure  of  Regimental  Hofpitals)  in 
the  inftrudtions  of  1803,  was  that  at  pages  14,  15,  which  confined  the 
charge  to  be  included  in  the  Surgeon’s  accounts  for  meat  to  6d.,  and  of 

K bread 


( 06  ) 


bread  to  three  halfpence  per  pound  ; but  this  order  has  now  been  repealed, 
and  the  General  and  Regimental  Hofpitals  are  again  on  the  fame  footing 
in  this  refpeft.  But  the  moll  important  difference  is  that  which  relates  to 
the  ftoppages  and  their  appropriation,  and  to  the  controul  of  the  hofpitul 
accounts. 

The  C.ommiflioners  have  given  an  ample  account  of  this,  and  their  opi- 
nion leans  to  the  former,  rather  than  to  the  prefent  practice,  as  will  be  feen 
in  the  fubfequent  Article.  1 fhall  only  add  here,  that  during  the  exiftence 
and  the  execution  of  the  former  inftructions,  the  Regimental  Hofpitals 
were  frequently  and  accurately  infpected,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  fick,  the  date  of  the  Surgeons’  inflruments,  and  general 
conduct  of  the  hofpital,  as  to  the  due  expenditure  and  appropriation  of  the 
Hofpital  Funds : but  as  the  regulations  of  1798  were  improvements  on 
thofe  of  1796,  fo  the  prefent  are  in  fome  refpefts,  improvements  on 
the  two  former,  and  the  duties  of  infpection  and  controul,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  regulations,  have  become  more  fyflematic,  and  efficient,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  means  have  become  more  ample. 

ARTICLE  XX.  Page  33  of  Report. 

**  The  remaining  confideration  refpedts  the  controul  over  the  expenditure 
“ of  thefe  ftoppages.  Whatever  expediency  might  have  exifted  at 
ct  the  time  for  withdrawing  this  part  of  the  regimental  expenditure  from 
“ the  examination  and  refponfibility,  in  a great  meafure,  of  the  command- 
“ ing  officer,  we  believe  that  when  the  prefent  good  fyftem  fhall  have 
“ been  fully  eftablifhed,  there  would  be  a convenience,  and  eventually  a 
“ faving,  in  placing  this  matter  on  its  former  footing.  The  cominand- 
« ing  officer  could  as  effe&ually  check  the  expenditure  on  the  fpot,  as  is 
“ done  at  prefent  in  London  ; the  Surgeon  would  be  relieved  from  foine 
“ of  the  returns,  and  part  of  the  correfpondence,  which  may  at  times  in- 
“ terfere  with  his  profeffional  duties  ; and  the  eflablifhment  of  the  office 
“ in  town  might  probably  be  reduced,  or  its  occupation  applied  to  other 
fervices.  1 

“ We  do  not,  however,  recommend  the  immediate  adoption  of  a 
“ change,  left  it  ffiould  more  materially  aft'edt  the  efficiency  of  a fvftem, 
“ which  we  fee  great  reafon  to  approve,  than  at  prefent  occurs  to  us. 
“ But  ffiould  our  fuggeftion,  at  any  future  time  be  adopted,  our  idea 
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“ is,  that  the  Regimental  Paymafter,  who  retains  the  ftoppages,  might 
“ iffiue  money  for  the  weekly  expenditure  to  the  hofpital  ferjeant  a&ing 

under  the  general  directions  of  the  Surgeon.  The  accounts  of  the 
“ expenditure  in  fuch  cafe,  vouched  by  'the  diet  table,  and  the  ufual  re- 
“ ceipts,  having  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  Commanding  Officer, 
“ Paymafter  and  Surgeon  need  not,  any  more  than  under  the  prefent 
“ fyftem,  form  an  item  in  the  regimental  pay-lifts.  But  that  the  flate  of 
tl  the  hofpital  fund,  in  the  Paymafter’ s hands, may  be  known  by  the  Secre- 
“ tary  at  War,  he  fhould  be  required  to  tranfmit  half  yearly  to  the  War- 
“ office,  an  abftract  of  the  weekly  ftoppages  and  expenditure,  certified 
“ by  the  Commanding  Officer  and  Surgeon,  when  the  Secretary  at  War 
“ would  be  enabled  to  direCt  the  appropriation  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
“ in  the  way  we  have  before  recommended  ; and  deficiencies,  if  any 
“ occurred,  might  be  charged  againft  the  Public  in  the  Paymafter’s 
“ monthly  accounts. 

“ We  do  not  mean  by  what  we  have  propofed,  to  withdraw  the  Regi- 
“ mental  Surgeons  from  fome  general  medical  controul,  but  to  recom- 
“ mend,  that  they  fhould  ftill  make  the  monthly  returns  of  the  Rate  of 
“ the  fick,  becaufe  from  thefe  their  fkill  and  affiduity  may  be  judged  of, 
“ and  the  expenditure  of  medicines  furnifhed  to  them  may  be  checked.” 

Oas.  The  “ idea  ” which  the  Commiffioners  have  formed  on 
the  controul  over  the  expenditures  of  Regimental  Hofpitals  and 
which  they  have  Rated  in  1808,  is  fimilar  to  that  on  the  fame  fub- 
jeft  which  the  Army  Medical  Board  had  formed  and  recommended  in 
1798  for  His  Majefty’s  fan&ion,  (which  they  received,)  as  will  be  feen  by 
the  account  of  the  regulations  to  Regimental  Surgeons  of  June  1798, 
which  the  Commiffioners  have  themfelves  given  four  pages  before,  i.  e. 
in  p.  29.  of  their  Report. 

“ By  the  fame  regulation,  nine  pence  per  diem  was  directed  to  be 
“ flopped  from  the  fubfiflence  of  the  fick  in  hofpitals,  which  was  to  be 
“ retained  by  the  Paymafter,  and  to  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the 
“ Surgeon,  in  fupport  of  the  fick,  and  in  providing  them  ‘ reafonable 
“ comforts  and  indulgences.’  The  Surgeon  was  to  keep  an  exatt  ac- 
“ count  of  the  weekly  confumption,  which  was  to  be  examined  and 
“ figned  every  week  by  the  commanding  Officer  and  Paymafter ; it  be- 
“ ing  ftated  to  be  of  the  utinoft  importance  that  thofe  Officers  fhould 
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“ fu'permtend  the  expenditure.  And  the  Surgeon  was  farther  directed  to 
“ make  a half  yearly  return  to  the  Infpe&or  of  Regimental  Hofpitals, 
“ of  the  medicines  ufed  by  him  during  the  preceding  fix  months,  and  of 
“ what  remained.”  That  part  of  the  regulations  of  1798,  which  relates 
App.  No.  n.  t0  thJs  article  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

The  Commiffioners  have  inti-oduced  into  this  part  of  their  Report  a 
defeription  of  the  medical  eftablifhments  of  the  Ordnance,  the  Navy,  and 
the  Ead  India  Company’s  fervices ; upon  thefe  fubjeCts  I defer  my  obfer- 
vations  till  I come  to  notice  fome  important  fuggedions  (at  p.  84  of  their 
Report,)  which  they  have  founded  upon  the  fydem  purfued  in  thofe 
fervices. 

ARTICLE  XXI.  Page  38,  of  Report. 

“ The  expenditure  of  the  Army  Medical  Department. 

“ Under  this  divifion  will  be  confidered  the  mode  in  which  articles  of 
“ all  kinds,  ufed  in  General  and  Regimental  Hofpitals,  have  been  provided 
“ and  iffued,  and  the  expenditure  of  them  controuled. 

“ It  will  be  mod  convenient,  we  think,  to  arrange  the  confideration  of 
“ the  expenditure  under  feparate  heads,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
“ articles  provided,  and  the  mode  of  fupplying  them. 

“ On  this  principle  we  fhall  confider  the  expenditure*  in  hofpitals  under 
“ the  heads  of  medicines  ; dores ; wine,  fpirits,  and  porter  j and  fubfid- 
“ ence  as  provided  by  Purveyors  for  the  General,  and  by  the  Surgeons 
“ for  the  Regimental  Hofpitals.” 

P.  42.  “ It  is  latterly,  and  in  one  or  tw^o  indances  only,  Mr.  Clarke 

“ fays,  that  any  directions  have  been  given  from  the  Army  Medical 
“ Board  Office,  relative  to  the  mode  of  packing.” 

Obs.  The  fird  paragraphs  of  this  Article  are  given  merely  that  the  reader 
may  be  informed  of  the  arrangement  which  the  Commiffioners  have  made 
in  treating  of  “ the  expenditure  of  the  Army  Medical  Department.”  It  is 
to  the  lad  paragraph  alone  that  the  following  remark  is  applicable ; and 
as  it  is  extracted  from  the  “ Obfervations  applying  to  fuch  parts  of  the 
“ Fifth  Report,  &c.  as  relate  to  the  Patent  Office  of  Apothecary-General 
“ to  the  Army,”  page  8,  and  was  written  and  inferted  whhout  any  pre- 
vious communication  whatever  on  the  fubjcCt  with  me,  I perfuade  invfelf 
that  it  will  fuffice  to  exculpate  me  from  the  charge  of  negleCt  in  refpeCt  of 
the  packing. 
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This  anfwer  was  given  by  Mr.  Clarke  as  confidering  the  queftion  to 

apply  merely  to  the  general  mode  of  packing ; but  on  reference  fince  to 
“ Mr.  Jones,  under  whofe  more  immediate  attention  this  duty  has  fallen, 
“ he  underftands  from  that  Gentleman  that  inflru&ions  have  been  given  at 
“ different  periods  by  the  Surgeon  General  to  pack  all  (Surgical  inftru- 
“ ments  feparately  from  liquids,  and  as  much  as  poffible  by  themfelves  ; to 
“ put  up  all  mineral  acids  diftinftly  from  other  articles,  in  cafes  lined  with 
“ an  amalgam  of  tin,  according  to  Dr.  Carmichael  Smith’s  plan  ; and  that 
“ feveral  other  obfervations  of  caution  have  at  times  been  fent  to  the 
“ elaboratory,  all  of  which  inftru&ions  have  been  Itri&ly  complied  with  in 
“ every  poffible  inftance.” 

ARTICLE  XXII.  Page  42,  of  Report. 

“ In  apportioning  the  quantity  (of  medicines.  See.)  originally  directed 
“ for  expeditions,  the  Surgeon  General  ftates,  that  they  proceed  on  a cal- 
“ culation  of  a certain  number  of  fick  to  a given  number  of  men  ; and 
“ as  it  is  frequently  unknown  where  expeditions  are  intended  for,  they  are 
“ obliged  to  fend  general  divifions  of  medicines  and  Ilores ; but,  future 
“ fupplies  depending  on  the  Requifitions  of  the  principal  Medical  Officer 
“ abroad,  it  is  his  duty  to  take  care  that  no  medicines  are  required  which 
“ are  improper  for  the  climate  or  the  prevalent  diforders.” 

Obs.  This  as  a general  ftatement  is  correct ; and  I have  not  as  yet  heard 
of  any  alteration  which  would  generally  improve  the  practice  j though  fome 
flight  deviations  from  it  have  been  occafionally  made,  and  may  with  pro- 
priety continue  to  be  made,  upon  particular  occafions,  when  required  by 
particular  circumftances. 

ARTICLE  XXIII.  Page  42,  of  Report. 

“ But  we  have  reafons  for  thinking,  that  there  has  been  great  inatten- 
“ tion  in  the  affortment  of  the  medicines  fent  abroad,  even  when  the  def- 
“ tination  of  them  could  not  but  have  been  known  ; although  it  is  ob- 
4i  vious,  as  is  obferved  by  Mr.  Young,  in  his  anfwer  to  our  13th  queftion, 
“ that  for  troops  going  to  different  climates,  or  to  be  engaged  on  lervices 
“ of  different  deferiptions,  a difference  in  the  kind  of  Ilores  to  be  pro- 
“ vided,  may  be  neceffary,5> 
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Gbs.  This  will,  I trull,  be  fatisfadtflrily  anfwered  in  the  next  Article. 
But  I will  here  premifc,  that  alterations  have  been  frequently  made,  and 
continue  to  be  fo,  according  to  circumflances,  in  the  affortments  of  medi- 
cines for  general  fervice:  it  would  however,  be  an  unneceffary  expc-ncc 
and  wade,  to  form  affortments  for  every  different  ftation,  and  impoffible 
to  do  it  for  fecret  expeditions.  In  regard  to  permanent  ftations,  no  me- 
dicines are  ordered  to  them,  but  on  a fpecific  requifition  for  the  particular 
Articles. 


ARTICLE  XXIV.  Page  43,  of  Repor'1'. 

“ Dr.  Borland  c thinks,  that  the  medicines  have  been  frequently  ill 
“ afforted  on  the  fervices  on  which  he  has  been  employed.  In  the  Weil 
“ Indies,  during  the  laft  war,  he  has  known  that  great  quantities  of  ufe- 
“ lefs  articles  have  been  accumulated  in  ftore,  while  the  ufeful 
“ articles  in  different  chefts  have  been  exhanfted.’  And  Mr.  Young 
C{  thinks  alfo,  ‘ that  the  general  arrangement  of  medicines  fent  out  with 
u foreign  expeditions  is  imperfedt,  many  of  the  articles  not  being  wanted, 
“ according  to  the  modern  practice  of  the  army ; nor  are  they,  in  his 
“ opinion,  properly  proportioned.’  And  he  Hates,  that  whilfl  he  afted  as 
“ Infpeftor  General  of  Hofpitals  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  General  Sir 
“ Ralph  Abercromby,  £ there  were  a great  number  of  articles  of  Medical 
“ Stores  fent  out,  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  totally  unneceffary  for  Army 
“ Medical  Practice  in  thofe  colonies.’  Under  this  impreffion,  he  had, 
“ in  1798,  fummoned  a Medical  Board  in  the  Weft  Indies,  to  report  to 
“ him  what  medicines  were  neceffary  for  Weft  India  practice  ; which  re- 
“ port  hetranfmitted  to  the  Surgeon  General:  but  in  his  anfvver  to  our  13th 
“ queftion,  before  alluded  to,  he  fays,  that  he  had  frequent  occafion  to 
“ regret  that  his  communications  were  not  ‘ pointedly  ’ attended  to.  On 
“ application  to  the  Surgeon  General  for  a copy  of  Mr,  Young’s  report, 
“ he  ftated  to  us,  that  he  had  fearched  the  office  for  it  in  vain,  and  that 
“ he  was  not  able  to  procure  a duplicate  of  it  from  Mr.  Young.” 

Obs.  This  charge  is  fo  intimately  conne&ed  with  that  of  a profufton 
in  the  fupplies  of  medicines  contained  in  Article  XXVI.  that  I beg  leave 
to  anfwer  them  both  together  ; and  for  this  purpofe  to  ftate  that  I poffefs 
documents  fufficient  to  fill  feveral  volumes,  all  manifefting  my  folicitude 
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to  avoid  the  lofs  refuftmg  from  fuperabunddrit  fupplies  of  medicines,  &c. 
on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  the  evils  which  inuft  unavoidably  arife 
from  a deficiency  of  thofe  fupplies,  and  the  confeqilent  neceffity,  either  of 
allowing  the  lick  to  perifh  without  relief  from  medicines,  or  of  purchafing 
them  on  the  fpot  at  exceffive  prices,  though  of  bad  quality.  To  keep  always 
clear  of  either  of  thefe  extremes,  is  not  only  a matter  of  difficulty,  but 
of  abfolute  impoflibility,  for  one  who  is  not  endowed  with  more  than 
human  forefight.  To  do  it  would  require  a previous  knowledge  of  the' 
numbers  who  are  to  become  fick  in  an  army,  and  of  the  particular  difeafe 
allotted  by  divine  providence,  or  the  operation  of  natural  caufes,  to  each 
individual  ; it  would  alfo  be  necelfary,  to  forefee  the  particular,  and  per- 
haps unformed  opinions  of  each  medical  man  in  the  army,  refpefting,  not 
only  the  intentions  to  be  pu.-fued  and  the  changes  to  be  produced  or  at- 
tempted for  curing  each  difeafe,  but  alfo  respecting  the  various  degrees 
of  fitnefs  in  each  article  of  the  materia  medica  for  anfwering  fuch  inten- 
tion or  producing  fuch  change.  And  after  all  this,  a fupernatural  power 
would  be  necelfary  to  guard  againft  delays  and  Ioffes  by  ftorms,  capture, 
and  a vail  variety  of  other  cafualties. ' None  of  thefe  endowments  belong 
to  me  ; I can  only  claim  the  merit  of  upright  intentions,  and  of  great  ap- 
plication to  the  duties  of  my  office,  with  fuch  talents  as  were  thought  ade- 
quate to  thofe  duties  by  my  fuperiors. 

It  would  be  impoffible  for  me  in  this  performance  to  enter  upon  a 
minute  inquiry  concerning  the  quantities  and  proportions  of  all  the  medicines 
fent  to  different  parts  of  the  world,  during  the  former  and  prefent  wars  ; 
and  therefore  it  will,  I hope,  be  deemed  fufficient  for  me  to  juftify  my- 
felf  againft  the  charges  of  fuperfluity  and  bad  affortment  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, where,  according  to  my  accufers,  the  principal  faults  in  thefe  re- 
fpetts  have  been  committed  ; declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  I am  ready 
to  meet  the  fulleft  inquiry  in  regard  to  other  branches  of  the  fervice  at  any 
future  period. 

The  profufion  in  the  quantities  of  medicines  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  is 
ftated  to  have  commenced  with  the  two  great  expeditions  already  mention- 
ed in  the  year  1 7 95,  to  the  Windward  Illands  and  to  St.  Domingo ; and  here 
I muft  obferve,  that  the  firft  allotments,  both  in  regard  to  the  quantities 
and  proportions  of  the  different  articles,  were  made  in  conformity  with 
the  beft  advice  which  could  be  obtained,  always  having  in  view  the  extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary  prevalence  of  difeafe  and  mortality  at  that  time  in  the  places  to 
which  thefe  expeditions  were  deflined ; that  die  infpc&ors  Mr.  Weir  and 
Mr.  Young,  who  had  ferved  in  different  parts  of  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  were  particularly  confulted  on  this  fubj eft  ; that  additional  quan- 
tities of  bark  and  other  articles  were  ordered  in  confequence  of  their  * fpe- 
cial  applications;  and  that  every  thing  was  done  with  their  appro- 
bation ; and  both  have  in  their  letters  expreffed  particular  fati.ffaction 
with  my  adtive  exertions  for  the  good  of  the  fervice  on  this  occafion. 

App.N0.13.  ka$  been  already  mentioned  that  the  convoy  under  admiral  Chriftian, 
by  which  thefe  medicines  were  fent  out,  was  twice  compelled  to 
return  by  florins,  which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  fome  of  the  fhips,  with 
a difperfion  and  capture  of  others ; and  it  is  known  that  the  hofpi- 
tal  department  fuffered  more  in  proportion  than  any  other  by  thefe  dif- 
aflers.  — Mr.  Young  reached  Barbadoes  the  13th  of  Feb.  1796,  and  on 
the  1 2th  of  March,  five  days  before  the  arrival  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrom- 
by,  he  wrote  a letter  to  me,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract,  viz. : 
<c  The  importance  and  neceflity  of  large  and  immediate  fupplies  being 
ec  frequently  fent  will  at  once  appear,  and  I am  perfuaded  they  wall  be 
<£  forwarded  with  all  poffible  expedition,  &c.”  In  this  letter  he  alfo 
mentions  his  having  had  to  fupply  prefling  demands  for  medicines  and 
{tores  from  Martinico,  St.  Vincent’s,  and  Grenada,  and  adds ; “ detach- 
“ ment,  regimental,  and  voyage  chefts  fliould  be  fent  by  the  packets, 
“ as  I am  obliged  to  fupply  the  furgeons  of  the  French  corps  in  our  fer- 
“ vice.  Opium  fliould  be  fent  in  quantity.”  He  wrote  again  the  20th 
of  March  as  follows  : “ The  Board  will  pleafe  cor.fider  the  diftance  we 
“ are  at  from  the  fource  of  our  fupplies,  and  the  urgent  neceflity  of 
« fending  them  occafionally  by  the  packets ; and  I muft  add  while  on 
“ this  fubj  eft,  that  the  fix  months  regimental  fupplies  fliould  be  fent  in 
“ like  manner,  in  order  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  the  regimental 
« requifitions  draining  our  depots.”  In  another  letter  to  me,  10th  of 
April,  he  writes ; “ The  Themis  has  arrived  with  the  medicines  as  per 
“ return  fent  you,  which  will  prove  a fortunate  fupply,  as  the  ftores  here 
“ are  nearly  exhaufted,  and  1 200  men  in  the  hofpitals,  more  than  900 
45  of  whom  arrived  in  a lamentable  condition  from  Cork.  I have  accom- 

* The  additions  of  bark  ordered  upon  the  requifitionsof  Mr.  Weir,  amounted  to  76001b. 
and  upon  thofe  of  Mr.  Young  to  50001b. 
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“ modated  them  with  medical  officers,  mates,  medicines,  ftores,  & c.  as 
“ far  as  we  could.”— The  hofpital  department  has  been  peculiarly 
“ unfortunate  throughout  the  whole  expedition,  fo  much  fo,  as  to  be 
“ feverely  felt  in  the  campaign,  unlefs  timely  remedied.”  From  St.  Vin- 
cent’s he  wrote  to  me  on  the  22d  of  .Tune  : “ You  have  been  duly  ac- 
“ quainted  with  the  Ioffes  we  have  luftained  by  fhipwreck,  and  other- 
“ wife  ; providing  for  the  numerous  Tick  of  the  St.  Domingo  army  ; the 
“ feveral  garrifons  with  occafional  fupplies,  provincial  corps;  and  the 
“ Tick  and  wounded  prifoners  of  war,  leaves  us  now  with  little  to  calcu- 
“ late  on  ; and  the  unhealthy  feafon  having  already  fet  in,  the  confe- 
“ quence  of  which  we  daily  experience.”  Thefe  and  other  letters  cal- 
ling for  additional  fupplies  of  medicine,  contained  no  intimation  of  any 
thing  improper  in  the  affortment,  nor  any  wifh  for  the  omiffion  of  fome 
particular  articles,  or  an  increafe  in  the  quantities  of  others,  opium  alone' 
excepted,  until  the  iff  of  Nov.  1796,  when  in  a letter  to  me,  dated 
St.  Pierre,  (Martinique,)  Mr.  Young  fays;  “ A cutter  arrived  laft 
“ night  exprefs  from  England,  with  difpatches  for  the  admiral  and  ge- 
“ neral,  announcing  a Spanifh  war ; If  fo  you  will  fee  the  neceffity  of 
“ fending  more  medicines,  which  I beg  may  be  afforted  in  detachment 
“ chefts.  Opium,  JEther,  and  Ol.  Terebinth.,  from  the  general  and 
“ repeated  demands  of  thofe  articles,  I requeft  may  be  fent  in  large 
“ quantities.  Bark  you  will  obferve  by  the  returns  is  already  here  in 
“ amazing  quantity,  which  renders  as  yet  a further  fupply  of  that  article 
“ unneceffary.” 

Previous,  however,  to  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  i.  e.  the  17th  of  No- 
vember, 1796,  I wrote  a letter  to  Mr.  Young  directing  him  “immediately 
“ to  make  up  the  returns  for  the  information  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
“ Duke  of  York”  of  the  fick  and  ftaff,  &c.  “ and  of  all  medicines,  in- 
“ ftruments,  and  hofpital  ftores,  and  their  diftribution  for  the  different 
“ fervices  in  a very  particular  manner,  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
“ tary  at  War.  And  I requefted  particularly  to  know  his  opinion  whether 
“ it  would  be  neceffary  to  fend  further  fupplies  by  the  packets  ; conceiv- 
“ ing,  from  the  immenfe  quantities  fent  out  fince  January  laft,  that  he 
“ could  not  poftibly  be  in  want  of  medicines  in  the  Leeward  Iflands.’* 
This  letter  Mr.  Young  acknowledged  the  receipt  of,  in  one  to  me  dated  St. 
Pierre,  Martinique,  February  13th,  1797  ; and  alfo  referred  to  one  written 
by  him  to  me  on  the  25th  of  November,  in  which  he  had  informed  me  of 
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tht?  arrivals  of  fevcral  parcels  of  medicines  diftinguifhcd  by  letters  A.  B. 
C.  &.  E.,  with  an  invoice  of  the  annual  fupply  then  about  to  bedifpatched, 
and  in  which  he  had  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  latter 
“ there  would  be  a fufliciency  of  medicines  and  inftruments  for  at  leaft 
“ twelve  months.”  Of  courfe,adds  he,  “there  am  be  no  necefiity  of  fend- 
“ ing  out  more  by  the  packets  until  required.”  This  letter  arrived  about 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1797  ; and,  for  the  firft  time,  relieved  me  from 
the  fuppofed  necefiity  of  continuing  to  fupply  his  prefling  requifitions  for 
medicines,  without  any  difcrimination  as  to  their  quantities  or  proportions,, 
(except  in  regard  to  the  few  articles  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  November 
1 ft,  received  a little  before)  and  without  the  mention  of  any  impropriety  in 
the  ufual  aflortment.  And  it  was  chiefly  from  this  omiflion  that  a fuper- 
fluity  of  particular  articles  had  refulted,  in  confequence  of  what  was  fent 
out  before  the  end  of  the  year  1796  ; though  it  muft  be  owned  that  from 
the  hafte  with  which  the  earlieft  packages  were  diipatched  by  the  packets, 
chefts,  already  aflorted  for  general  fervice,  were  of  neceflity  taken.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  by  the  fame  letter,  that  there  was  no  general  fuperfluity  at 
the  time  when  it  was  dated,  viz.  the  13th  of  February  1797,  becaufe  it 
contains  the  following  paragraph,  viz. : “ Immediately  on  the  arrival  of 

“ (the  divifion)  letter  D.  at  Barbadoes  (which  I have  alfo  to  acknowledge 
“ the  receipt  of)  I ordered  the  fame  to  be  forwarded  to  St.  Domingo,  to 
“ relieve  the  diftrefles  of  that  ifland  ; it  being  all  I could  poflibly  fpare  (the 
“ annual  fupply  not  having  arrived)  from  the  conftant  and  prefling  de- 
“ mands  of  the  other  iflands.”  No  medicines  had,  however,  been  fent 
during  two  or  three  months  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  nor  were  any  fent 
afterwards  for  feveral  months. 

But  on  the  20th  of  June  1797  Mr.  Young  wrote  to  me  from  St.  Pierre, 
Martinique,  inclofing  “ a lift  of  fuch  articles  of  purveyors3  ftores  as  were 
“ likely  fhortly  to  be  wanted,”  and  another  lift  “ of  fuch  articles  of  me- 
“ dicines,  and  their  quantities”'  as  were  “ neceflary  to  be  fent  out ; being 
“ thofe  moftly  required  ; and  the  annual  fupply  not  affording  a fufficient 
“ proportion  to  anfwer  the  feveral  demands  made  for  them  from  the  dif- 
“ ferent  iflands.”  “ I have  to  requeft  (fays  he)  that  you  will  caufe  thefe 
“ requifitions  to  be  anfwered  as  foon  as  poflible  by  the  packets,  and  prevent 
“ a neceflity  for  purchafmg  them  in  this  country  at  an  enormous  price,  by 
“ their  being  fupplied  before  the  fmall  quantity  now  in  ftore  be  con- 
4t  fumed.”  After  this  he  mentions,  for  the  firft  time,  “ that  there  are  in 
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“ the  different  medicinal  (lores  quantities  of  fuperfluous  articles  never  re- 
“•  quired  for  practice  in  this  country.”  Many  of  thefehad  probably  been 
font  out  before  the  Army  Medical  Board  was  formed.  44  I (hould  with, 
44  therefore,  (he  adds)  to  have  the  Board’s  determination  refpecting  them  ; 
44  I have  often  attempted  their  exchange  for  more  ufeful  medicines,  but 
44  could  not  fucceed  : of  bark  alone  I have  reafon  to  believe  there  is  more 
than  will  be  required  in  this  country  for  three  years,  and  which 
44  is  lofing  its  virtue  every  day.”  On  the  4th  of  O&ober  I ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  this  letter,  and  of  two  others,  and  informed 
him  44  that  his  requifitions  for  medicines  and  (lores  had  been  immediately 
44  ordered  and  (flipped  on  board  the  packet  in  50  calks,  6 cafes,  and  2 
44  boxes,  with  4 tin  baths  marked  C.”  I added,  44  the  autumnal  fup- 
44  ply  of  medicines  is  now  making  up,  and  will  be  fent  out  in  the  packets, 
44  on  receipt  of  which  I conceive  you  will  be  amply  provided.”  44  It  is 
44  the  pieafure  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  you  (hould  difpofe  of  what 
44  bark  you  conceive  not  likely  to  come  into  ufe.”  44  You  will  fend  me 
44  a lift  of  medicines,  that  you  fay  are  fuperfluous,  and  thofe  will  not  be  again 
44  fent  out.  You  will  alfo  make  a requifttion  to  the  Board  for  fuch  as 
44  you  think  neceffary  ; the  opinion  of  the  Phyficians,  &c.  being  added,  if 
44  the  medicines  thought  neceffary,  are  not  included  in  our  Pharma- 
44  copoeia.” 

This  ftatement  will,  I truft,  fufficiently  account  for  the  accumulation  of 
particular  medicines  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  fo  far  at  lead 
as  they  were  fent  out  by  the  Army  Medical  Board  or  myfelf ; for  it  is 
certain  diat  portions  of  them  were  the  remnants  of  earlier  affortments  ; 
this  was  particularly  true  in  regard  to  the  bark,  of  which  the  quantity 
dated  to  remain  on  hand  in  the  Weft  Indies  exceeded  the  whole  of  what 
the  Apothecary  General  had  furni(hed  in  the  years  1795  and  1796  *. 

In  regard  to  St.  Domingo,  the  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Weir  will 
equally  acquit  the  Board  and  myfelf  of  all  blame  refpefting  the  medicines 
fent  to  that  illand.  The  original  affortment,  for  it  had  been  made  wflth 

* The  army  under  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  been  fupplied  with  i2,ooolbs.  of  bark,  on  the 
recommendation,  as  I have  uuderftood,  of  Mr.  Hunter,  on  a calculation  of  one  pound  of 
bark  for  every  man  fent  out  with  that  army,  and  the  Medical  Board  were  unable  to  afeer- 
tain  that  any  confiderable  quantity  thereof  remained  on  hand  in  1 795,  when  the  expedition 
under  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  was  difpatched  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
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the  approbation  ofMr.  Weir,  and  the  fubfcquent  fupplies  were  the  confe- 
quenceofhis  requifitions  ; particularly  in  September  1796.  They  were 
lefs  frequent  than  Mr.  Young’s ; indeed,  a fmall  part  of  tliofe  fent  to  the 
latter  were  by  him  forwarded  to  St.  Domingo. 

That  I early  felt  the  expediency  of  reftraining  fupplies  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  of  excluding  from  thofe  fupplies  all  unneceffary  and  expenfive 
medicines,  will  appear  by  my  letter  to  Mr.  Windham,  Secretary  at  War* 
dated  the  10th  of  March  1795,  and  given  in  the  Appendix  ; and  in 
another  letter  to  Mr.  Windham  of  the  10th  of  Ottober  1796,  the 
Board  reprefent,  “ that  the  demands  for  medicines  in  general  on  Foreign 
“ Service,  and  the  Weft  Indies  in  particular,  have  been  more  than  ufually 
“ large  and  exorbitant ; that  too  much  care  and  attention  cannot  be  made 
“ ufe  of  to  put  a flop  to  them,  that  the  foldiers  may  on  the  one  hand  be  pro- 
“ vided  with  the  moft  efficient  medicines  only,  and  the  cheapeft,  if  of 
“ equal  goodnefs  ; that  there  may  be  a fufficiency  of  what  is  ufeful,  and  a 
*«  rejeftion  of  what  is  not ; and  that  the  Infpe£tor§  of  Hofpitals  on  fuch 
“ diftant  fervice  may  give  their  receipts  on  the  delivery,  and  be  obliged  to 
“ return  an  account  of  the  remainder  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  fame.” 
“ On  this  account,  they  add,  it  is  principally  neceffary  that  a Pharmacopoeia 
“ be  provided,  and  accommodated  to  thofe  Purpofes,”  &c.  and  they 
moreover  fuggefted  an  expedient  to  hinder,  if  poffible,  the  mifapplication  of 
medicines  belonging  to  the  public.  The  Difpenfatory  here  mentioned 
was  foon  afterwards  prepared  by  the  Board,  and  fan&ioned  by  His 
Majefty. 

From  the  fame  folicitude  for  the  public  fervice,  the  Board,  foon  after 
being  informed  of  the  accumulations  of  particular  medicines  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  devifed  means  for  difpofmg  cf  them  to  the  beft  advantage ; always 
taking  care  to  have  them  previoufly  “ examined  by  a Board  of  Phyficians 
and  Apothecaries  to  afeertain  the  value,”  as  dire&ed  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Young  of  the  2d  of  December  1797.  Orders  were  likewife  given  by  my 
letter  of  the  4th  of  January  1798,  to  Mr.  Young  to  fend  fupplies  of  medi- 
cines for  fix  months’  confumption  to  St.  Kitt’s,  Demerara,  and  Trinidad  ; 
and  the  ufual  fupplies  to  thofe  places  were  in  confequence  thereof  withheld. 
I moreover  fuggefted  to  Mr.  Young  in  that  letter,  the  propriety,  after  fup- 
plying  all  the  ifiands  with  bark  for  one  year’s  confumption,  of  dividing  a 
part  of  what  might  remain  “ into  lots  of  2olb.  301b.  and  5olb.  each,  and 
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felling  them  by  audlion”  to  the  pra&itioners  in  the  iflands  “ taking  care 
“ to  have  every  thing  done  in  this  relpefl  by  a Board.” 

On  the  1 2th  of  February  1798, 1 obtained  permiflion  from  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  to  direct  Mr.  Young  to  fend  a fupply  of  bark  from  the 
Leeward  Iflands  to  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  inftead  of  a like  quantity  which 
was  intended  to  have  been  fent  from  England  ; as  appears  by  Mr.  Lewis’s 
letter  to  me  of  that  date.  And  I ordered  a like  fupply  of  that  article  (by 
my  letter  of  the  2 2d  of  March)  to  be  fent  by  Mr.  Young  from  die  Lee- 
ward Iflands  to  Quebec.  About  the  fame  time  I employed  Mr.  Will'on, 
Afliftant  Infpe&or  of  Hofpitals,  and  Mr.  Wood,  Apothecary  to  the  Forces 
in  St.  Domingo,  (both  lately  arrived  from  the  Weft  Indies),  to  make  a 
minute  and  very  laborious  examination  of  all  the  returns  of  medicines,  in- 
ftruinents  and  materials  of  various  kinds  in  the  ftores  of  the  Windward 
and  Leeward  Iflands,  with  particular  inftnnftions  to  point  out  thofe  medi- 
cines, &c.  which  might  appear  to  them  “ to  be  in  greater  quantities 
than  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  forces  in  the  Weft  Indies  fliould  feem  to  re- 
quire j”  and  to  tranfmit  a return  of  thofe  articles  which  were  not  likely 
to  be  wanted  there,  and  which  confequently  might  with  propriety  be  re- 
moved for  ufe  to  other  places.  On  this  fubjeft  thefe  gentlemen  made  a 
judicious  report,  dated  the  12th  of  July  1798,  together  with  five  different 
returns,  by  one  of  which  it  appeared,  that  there  were  a number  of  unpacked 
chefts,  cafes,  calks,  barrels,  jars,  &c.  in  ftore  in  the  Weft  Indies,  without 
any  fpecification  of  their  contents,  or  any  means  of  afcertaining  them  ; 
that  eight  chefts  of  medicines  had  alfo  been  recently  difcovered  at 
Barbadoes,  the  contents  of  which  were  unknown.  It  appeared  alfo- 
by  the  report  of  thefe  gentlemen,  that  no  returns  had  been  lately  made 
either  from  Tobago  or  St.  Kitt’s  ; and  that  even  fuch  returns  as  had  been 
made  were  defe&ive  by  not  defignating  medicines  by  appropriate  names  ; 
in  many  inftances  by  applying  different  names  to  the  fame  medicine ; and 
by  not  diftinguifhing  fpirituous  from  aqueous  tin&ures,  &c.  and  alfo  in 
many  other  refpe&s : fo  that  notwithftanding  the  care  and  exertions  of 
Meffrs.  Wilfon  and  Wood,  much  obfcurity  and  uncertainty  (till  attended 
the  whole  matter  ; and  befides  this,  it  was  found  that  a change  of  opinion 
refpecling  the  ufe  of  the  bark  in  forne  of  the  prevailing  fevers  of  the 
Weft  Indies  had  fo  far  diminifhed  the  confumption  that  a very  large 
quantity  ftill  remained  on  hand,  which  required  immediate  attention  in 
order  to  obviate  the  lofs  that  might  otherwife  enfue  to  the  Public  ; orders 
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were  .therefore  lent  by  me  to  Mr.  M‘Intyre,  who  had  fucceeded  Mr. 
Young,  to  fend  portions  of  the  bark  to  Grenada,  St.  Lucia,  Dominica, 
Trinidada,  and  St.  Vincent,  where  this  was  underftood  to  be  wanted ; 
and  to  take  all  poffible  care  for  the  prefervation  of  what  remained.  But 
as  more  efficacious  means  appeared  to  be  neceffary  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  bark,  but  various  other  articles,  I was  induced,  on  the  23d  of  April 
1799  to  make  a particular  report  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  refpecting  the 
caufes  and  circumdances  of  the  accumulations  in  quedion,  as  given  in 
App.No.  13.  Appendix,  and  to  propofe  that  a perfon  well  acquainted  with  medi- 
cines, and  “ the  demands  andfupplies  fentoutto  all  the  fen-ices”  (hould 
proceed  to  the  Windward  and  Leeward  I Hands  “ to  examine  the  (lores, 

“ make  his  own  returns,  and  report  at  home  upon  their  (late ; and  after 
“ leaving  a fupply  for  one  year,  to  diftfibute  the  remainder  to  other  fervices.” 

“ That  the  fame  perfon  (hould  afterwards  proceed  to  Jamaica  (where  all 
“ the  hofpital  (tores  after  the  evacuation  of  St.  Domingo  had  been  fent,  and 
“ of  which  no  proper  returns  had  been  made  by  the  garrifon  furgeon  , and 
“perform  the  likefervice  there.”  And  in  cafe  His  Royal  Highnefs  (hould 
approve  of  my  propofal,  I requeded  leave  td  recommend  Mr.  W ood,  apo- 
thecary to  the  Staff  from  St.  Domingo,  who  had  been  affifting  me  in  my 
office,  and  who  had  rendered  effential  fervices  to  the  Public,  to  be  fo  em- 
ployed. On  the  2d  of  May  I was  informed  by  the  Secretary  at  War, 
that  the  whole  of  my  propofal  had  received  His  Royal  Highnefs’s  appro- 
bation, and  that  proper  communications  would  be  made  to  the  Generals, 
commanding  in  Jamaica  and  the  Leeward  Iflands,  &c. 

In  confequence  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Wood  was  foon  after  difpatched  with 
App.  No.  13.  fodruftions,  of  which  a copy  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix.  When  Mr. 

Wood  had  fulfilled  the  object  of  his  million  at  Martinique,  he  wrote  to  me 
from  that  i(land,.on  the  27th  of  November,  1799,  dating  various  kinds  of 
information  refpeding  the  quantities  and  condition  of  the  medicines  there, 
and  the  inftrutlions  which  he  had  given  for  improving  the  returns,  fo  as  to 
avoid  the  great  defeats  in  thole  made  under  Mr.  Young’s  direction.  After 
which  he  writes  as  follows : viz.  “ The  plan  adopted  early  in  this 
country,  I mean  the  preffing  for  (lores,  without  dating  either  name  or 
quantity,  has  created  much  confufion  and  expence.  It  is  to  this  they  are 
indebted  for  what  they  have  confidercd  as  an  excefs ; which,  I prefume, 
will  be  void  of  foundation,  when  I have  feledled  the  ufeful,  and  difpofed  of 
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mnny  articles,  fwelling  the  lift  of  the  Purveyor’s  ftores,  to  the  Quarter 
Mafter  General’s  department,  to  whom  they  belong.”  He  adds,  “ From 
what  I can  learn  at  prefent  from  the  returns,  and  converfation  with  the 
gentlemen  here,  there  will  not  be  found  medicines  enough  for  the  twelve 
ftations  to  Windward,  (many  now  being  in  want)  for  a year  in  advance; 
and  I fhall,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  refort  to  the  ftores  in  Jamaica,  for  the 
fupply  of  Quebec,  8cc.” 

By  this,  and  fubibquent  letters  from  Mr.  Wood,  and  by  his  final  report, 
which  I had  the  honor  of  tranfmitting  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  onthe  9th 
of  June,  1800,  and  which  manifefted  the  great  care  and  ability  with  which 
he  had  fulfilled  the  object  of  his  million,  (greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Public,)  it  appeared,  that  the  real  excefs  of  medicines,  and  of  hofpital 
ftores,  was  much  left  than  had  been  fuppofed ; and  that,  fuch  as  it  was, 
it  had  been  occafioned,  as  I have  already  obferved,  by  the  prelfing  demands 
made  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officers,  and  efpecially  Mr.  Young,  for  imme- 
diate fupplies  of  medicines,  without  mentioning  either  names  or  quantities. 
This  plain  narration  of  facts  will,  I flatter  myfelf,  prove  that  I was  not 
only  blainelefs,  with' regard,  to  any  accumulation  of  medicines  in  the  WTeft 
Indies,  but  that  as  foon  as  I was  informed  of  its  exiftence,  I employed  all 
the  means  in  my  power,  not  only  to  hinder  any  increafe  of  it,  but  to  dif- 
pofe  of  every  thing  fuperfluous  to  the  belt  advantage,  and  alfo  to  obviate 
a repetition  of  fimilar  evils  in  future,  as  well  as  other  abufes  in  the  hofpital 
department.  For  this  purpofe  I alfo  addrelTed  a letter  to  the  Deputy 
Secretary  at  War,  dated  the  29th  of  April,  1801,  of  which  a copy  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

After  the  preceding  ftatement  of  fafts,  it  will,  I think,  be  impoffible  for 
any  candid,  judicious  reader  to  avoid  being  aftonilhed,  that  Mr.  Young,  of 
all  men,  fhould  pretend  to  blame  the  afforment  of  medicines  for  the  army 
under  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  as  he  co-operated  fo  much  in  making  the 
firft  affortment,  and  as  the  fubfequent  fupplies  were  only  fent  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  importunate  and  loofe  requifitions ; to  which,  from  not 
knowing  enough  of  his  difpofitions  in  this  refpeft,  I am  afraid,  too  much, 
rather  than  too  little,  attention  was  paid. 

In  regard  to  the  report  from  the  Board  fummoned  by  him  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  which  he  dates  to  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  Surgeon- 
General,  it  appears  by  one  of  his  letters  that  it  was  fent  to  the  Phyfician- 
General.  But  whatever  became  of  it  muft  be  a matter  of  indifference  to 
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ilie  prefent  fubjeft,  becaufe  fince  that  time  no  medicines  have  been  fern 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  but  upon  fpecific  requifitions.  I)r.  Borland’s  tefti- 
mony,  as  adduced  in  this  article,  will  have  been  fufficiently  repelled  by 
the  facts  already  ftated.  Indeed  his  fituation  in  the  Weft  Indies  could 
have  given  him  but  few  opportunities  of  getting  perfonal  knowledge  on  this 
fubjeft ; and  his  connexion  with  Dr.  Jackfon  will  certainly  fecure  him 
againft  any  fufpicion  of  impartiality  refpe&ing  it. 

Notwithftanding  all  my  endeavours  to  convert  all  accumulations  of  me- 
dicines to  the  Public  advantage,  and  thereby  diminifh  as  far  as  poflible 
the  neceflity  of  new  fupplies,  there  wrere  perfons  at  that  time,  as  there 
have  been  fince,  who  from  a ftrong  propenfity  to  fufpeft  others  of  dis- 
honefty  (not  I hope  by  finding  difpofitions  to  it  in  their  own  minds)  pre- 
tended to  believe  that  I muft  derive  fome  private  benefit  from  the  medi- 
cines furniffied  by  the  Apothecary-General  to  the  Public  ; and  it  was  even 
faid  that  Mr.  Young  after  his  return  from  the  Weft  Indies  had  encouraged 
l'uch  belief.  He  was,  therefore  by  order  of  His  Royal  Highnefsthe  Comman- 
der in  Chief,  defired  to  attend  at  the  office  of  the  medical  board  on  the  26th 
of  April  1799,  when  in  prefence  of  the  acting  Apothecary-General, 
and  of  Mr.  Wood,  as  well  as  of  the  members  of  the  Board  he  difclaimed 
in  the  moft  full  and  fatisfaftory  manner,  the  imputation  of  having  ever 
fuppofed  that  I had  “ had  the  lead  intereft  or  gratuity  from  the  above- 
“ mentioned  medicines  and  ftores  and  declared  that  he  never  did  fay  or 
hint  that  I ever  had  had  any,  as  will  appear  by  the  document  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

ARTICLE  XXV.  Page  43,  of  Report. 

c<  From  Dr.  Yates,  who  palled  through  the  regular  fteps  in  the  medical 
“ l'ervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  India,  and  was  Garrifon  Surgeon 
“ at  Point  de  Galle,  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  for  feven  years  ; wre  learn  that 
“ whilft  at  that  garrifon  he  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  a large  inveft- 
w ment  of  medicines  configned  to  Ceylon,  when  he  noted  feveral  articles 
“ in  large  quantities,  which  he  deemed  of  little,  or  no  ufe  in  that  country  ; 
44  and  he  afterwards  heard  from  the  Medical  Superintendant  of  Hofpitals 
44  in  the  ifland,  that  fome  of  the  ufeful  and  efficient  articles  were  in  finall 
“ quantities,  and  that  others  were  fent  out,  of  which,  an  abundance 
“ could  have  been  procured  in  the  ifiand,  fuch  as  Sago,  Sugar,  &c. 

“ On 


j 2 


( 8i  ) 

“ On  an  infpe&ion  of  the  Apothecary  General’s  Bills  for  1804  and 
“ 1805,  we  find  large  quantities  of  opium  charged,  as  fent  to  Ceylon; 
“ an  article  which  could  have  been  obtained  in  that  ifland,  we  prefume,  at 
w a finall  expence,  compared  with  the  price  charged  by  the  Apothecary 
“ General,” 

Obs.  Neither  the  Army  Medical  Board,  nor  the  Surgeon  General,  have 
ever  had  any  controul  over  the  fupplies  ordered  for  Ceylon,  nor  were  they 
ever  confulted  refpefting  them.  Thofe  who  wifh  for  a farther  explanation 
on  this  fubjeCt,  may  find  it  in  the  Obfervations  lately  publifhed  by  the 
Afting  Apothecary  General,  Mr.  Calvert  Clarke. 

ARTICLE  XXVI.  Page  43,  of  Report. 

“ Aiter  thefe  ftatements,  collected  from  the  examinations  to  which 
<£  we  have  alluded,  and  from  the  Apothecary  General’s  Bills,  it  cannot  be 
“ improper  to  refer  to  note  A)  of  the  third  chapter  in  Dr.  Jackfon’s  fe- 
“ cond  publication.  In  this  he  fpeaks  of  different  inftances  on  the  con- 
“ tinent,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,  during  the  laft  war,  in  which  there  ap- 
<c  peared  a great  want  of  judgment  in  the  feleftion  of  the  medicines  fent 
<c  out,  of  great  improvidence  in  the  quantities  of  the  fupply,  and  of  a very 
“ inexcufable  inattention  to  the  reprefentations  which  had  been  tranfmitted 
“ to  the  Surgeon  General,  relative  both  to  the  affortment  and  quantity  of 
“ the  medicines,  &c.  The  confequence  of  the  whole,  as  Dr.  Jackfon 
“ ftates,  was  a very  great  wafte,  and  a great  unneceflary  expenditure  of 
“ money.” 

Obs.  Here  Dr.  Jackfon’s  book  is  brought  forward  to  fupport  a re. 
production  of  the  charge  advanced,  principally  on  Dr.  Borland’s  evi- 
dence, in  the  laft  article  but  one,  and  there  I truft  completely  repelled  ; 
and  I might  therefore  probably  be  excufed  were  I to  pafs  over  this  without 
notice.  I will,  however,  once  more  endeavour  to  refute  Dr.  Jacklon. 
The  note  (A.),  in  his  laft  publication,  to  which  the  Commiflioners  here  re- 
fer, ftates,  that  after  the  Britifh  army  had  nearly  all  left  the  Continent,  he 
in  May  1 795  difeovered  a deficiency  of  fome  articles  of  medicines,  (in  the 
fupplying  of  which  the  Army  Medical  Board  had  no  concern,  as  I have 
already  mentioned  at  Article  No.  IX.)  and  that  to  a particular  requifition 
which  he  made,  .and  which  he  expected  “ would  have  been  executed 
promptly  and  correCtly,”  no  anfwer  had  been  given,  when  he,  fome  time 

M after, 


C 8*  ) 


after,  left  the  Continent,  &c.  To  this  heinous  charge  I can  only  fay,  that 
I have  no  belief  of  having  ever  feen  any  fuch  requifttion.  Dr.  Jackfon  only 
fays,  it  was  tranffnitted  to  England  for  the  information  of  the  members  of 
the  Army  Medical  Board ; but  he  does  not  mention  the  channel  by 
which  it  was  to  reach  the  Board  ; and  as  fuch  requifttions  for  the  army  on 
the  Continent  had  not,  in  other  cafes,  been  made  to,  or  through  the  Board, 
it  is  probable  that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  never  came  to  their  knowledge.  The 
other  charges  in  Dr.  Jackfon’s  note  (A),  relate  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  have 
been  anfwered  in  my  obfervations  upon  the  laft  Article  but  one.  But  I 
will  here  add  another  decifive  refutation  in  the  extract  of  a letter  from 
Mr.  Wood,  the  Staff  Apothecary  before  mentioned,  (a  gentleman  of  un- 
blemifhed  character,  and  highly  commended  by  Mr.  Young  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  me)  who,  of  all  others,  has  had  moft  knowledge  of  this  fubject. 
It  is  dated,  “ Taunton,  Somerfet,  May  20th,  1807,”  and  was  written 
fpontaneoufly  to  me,  by  Mr.  Wood,  foon  after  Dr.  Jackfon’s  laft  pub- 
lication had  been  accidentally  put  into  his  hands,  by  a gentleman  belonging 
to  a reading  fociety  there.  Mr.  Wood  begins  his  letter  by  mentioning 
this  circumftance ; and  after  expreffing  his  apprehenfton,  that  Dr.  Jack- 
fon’s book  may  miilead  thofe,  who  at  this  time,  are  fo  earned:  in 
their  endeavours  to  correct  fuppofed  abufes  in  the  expenditure  of 
Public  money,  adds  the  following  words:  viz.  “So  far  as  it,  (Dr.  Jack- 
“ fon’s  ‘ fyftem  of  arrangement  and  difcipline  for  the  Medical  Department 
“ of  Armies,’  1805)  concerns  the  fupply  to  the  Weft  Indies,  I muft  be  a 
“ pretty  good  judge.  I had  charge  of  the  principal  Depot,  all  the  time  we 
“ remained  in  poffeflion  of  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  in  St.  Domingo,  I was 
“ employed  by  you  to  limit  the  quantity  fent  to  that  country  for  three 
“ years,  to  prevent  accumulation ; and  actually  infpe&ed  the  whole  of 
“ the  hofpital  (lores,  in  Barbadoes,  Martinique  and  Jamaica,  the  chief 
“ Depots  of  medicines  : I affirm,  in  contradiction  to  his  declaration,  that 
“ inftead  of  near  400  ton  of  medicines  being  fent  in  one  year,  (I  think 
“ he  fays)  that  not  a decimal  part  was  fent  from  England,  as  the  in- 
“ clofed  lift  will  (hew ; and,  I fufpett,  articles  of  diet,  and  even  beds, 
“ bedding,  cot6,  &c.  have  been  included  : if  400  ton  ffiould  be  taken  up 
“ for  hofpital  (lores,  1 imagine  350  of  them  would  be  for  articles,  not  me- 
“ dicine;  and  I know,  in  1796,  when  we  arrived  in  St.  Domingo,  under 
“ the  apprehenfton  of  not  having  enough,  Mr.  Weir  authorized  the  pur- 
chafe  of  fome  that  we  found  at  the  Mole,  going,  on  a private  account, 
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“ to  Jamaica : nor  does  any  excels  appear  upon  my  examination  of  the 
“ principal  Depot  of  Barbadoes,  Martinique  and  Jamaica,  except  in 
44  Bark,  and  this  was  occafioned  by  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Weir,  who  re- 
44  quired  themfelves  an  addition  to  the  quantity  at  firft  intended  for  the 
“ fervice  of  thehofpitals  going  under  their  direction  ; (this  I learnt  at  the 
“ Elaboratory  ;)  and  you  will  recoiled,  Sir,  that  Mr.  Lind  was  conllantly 
“ prefling  for  medicines  for  the  fervice  at  the  very  time  I allude  to. 

44  With  refped  to  a profufion  of  inftruments,  rufty  or  damaged,  I can 
“ freely  aver,  that  I never  faw,  in  all  my  examinations,  fuch  a thing  as  a 
44  rully  fet,  or  hardly  a fpot  to  be  feen  on  them  ; and  to  the  advantage  of 
44  the  fervice,  and  to  the  comfort  of  the  Surgeon,  they  were  fuch  as 
44  would  do  credit  to  any  hofpital  in  London,  in  compadnefs,  modern 
44  improvement  and  quality,  poflefling  an  excellence  unknown  to  other 
44  periods,  acknowledged  by  all,  who  were  not  warped  by  prejudice,  to 
44  be  indebted  to  your  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  fervice.”  It  would 
be  a wafte  of  time  and  of  fads,  were  I after  the  above  extrad,  to  em- 
ploy any  more  of  either  upon  this  fubjed. 

ARTICLE  XXVII.  Page  43,  of  Report. 

44  It  cannot  be  neceflary,  we  fuppofe,  to  recommend  a Arid  attention 
44  to  this  fubjed  in  future ; for,  as  Mr.  Young  remarks,  4 It  is  certain 
44  that  a proper  arrangement  and  abridgement  of  medicines  would  greatly 
44  diminilh  the  expence  of  them  to  government.’  As  a means  of  pro- 
44  ceeding  rightly,  Mr.  Young  recommends  that  in  the  event  of  an  ex- 
44  pedition  taking  place,  it  would  be  proper,  if  it  can  pollibly  be  'done, 
44  to  give  a confidential  communication  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
44  of  the  fervice  to  be  undertaken,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of 
44  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  llores,  &c.  fit  for  fuch  fervice.” 

Obs.  This  trite  remark  of  Mr.  Young  can  merit  no  comment.  I 
may,  however,  be  allowed  to  obferve,  that  his  letters  and  requifitions, 
not  only  from  the  Weil  Indies,  but  from  Holland  and  Egypt,  afford  foir^e 
proof  that  he  is  not  one  of  thofe  who  would,  very  willingly,  fubnfft 
to  reftridion  and  abridgement.  , 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  or  willies  of 
the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  the  head  of  foreign  Staffs,  in  regard  10 
the  aflortments  of  medicines  for  the  climates  where  they  are  to  be  cm- 
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ployed,  it  would  be  impra&icable,  without  great  cxpence,  to  adapt  fuch 
aflortments  for  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  In  fad,  there  are  no  medi- 
cines which  are  ufeful  only  in  one  particular  climate  : Emetics,  Cathartics, 
&c.  are  wanted  in  all,  and  they  operate  alike  in  all : but,  even  if  fuch  af- 
fortments  were  made,  they  would  Rill  be  fubje£t  to  objection  and  altera- 
tion, according  as  differences  of  opinion  and  of  practice,  among  medical 
men,  happen  to  prevail,  and  even  as  differences  of  fafhion  happen  to  oc- 
cur ; for  medicines  have  their  fafhions.  General  affortments,  therefore, 
appear  to  be  expedient,  leaving  the  Principal  Medical  Officers  abroad,  with 
the  fandtion  of  their  Generals,  to  fupply  their  future  wants  by  fpecific  re- 
quifitions  for  fuch  medicines  as  are  molt  fuitable  to  the  prevailing  difeafes 
and  modes  of  practice  ; and  this  is  now  the  uniform  cuRom  of  furniffiing 
all  fupplies. 


ARTICLE  XXVIII.  Page  44,  of  Report. 

“ With  refpedt  to  the  quality  of  the  medicines  and  furgical  articles 
“ furnifhed  from  the  elaboratory,  and  for  which  the  Apothecary  General 
“ mull  be  confidered,  from  what  we  have  before  Rated,  as  folely  refpon- 
“ fible,  the  refult  of  our  information  would  lead  us  to  conclude  that,  in 
“ general,  the  public  has  not  been  ill  ferved — and  Dr.  Borland  Rates 
“ that  the  original  quality  of  the  medicines  which  he  obferved  in  the 
“ WeR  Indies  might  have  been  generally  good.” 

“ But  Mr.  Griffith,  an  experienced  StaR'  Surgeon  of  the  army,  who 
“ ferved  at  the  York  Hofpital  for  about  three  years,  and  during  that  pe- 
“ riod  confidered  it  as  his  duty  to  notice  the  medicines  and  materials 
“ which  were  fent  from  the  army  elaboratory  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital, 
“ Rates,  that  ‘ the  quality  of  thefe  was  very  various,  and  that  at  times 
“ the  medicines  were  very  bad  and  he  fpeaks  particularly  of  a Report 
“ which  he  made  to  the  Surgeon  General  on  the  7th  of  AuguR  iSoi, 
“ of  the  unfitnefs  for  ufe  of  many  of  the  medicines,  and  at  the  fame 
“ time  produced  famples  of  them  to  him.  This,  he  fays,  caufed  a direction 
“ from  the  Surgeon  General  for  the  aflembling  of  a Board  of  Medical 
“ Officers,  of  which  Dr.  Rogerfon  was  prefident,  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
“ fpe&ing  the  medicines ; who  reported  on  the  articles  pointed  out  by 
“ Mr.  Griffith,  that  they  were  bad  and  unfit  for  ufe ; and  that  many 
“ others  which  had  efcaped  his  (Mr.  Griffiths’s)  notice,  were  in  a fimilar 
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te  ftafe.  We  have  applied  to  the  army  Medical  Office  for  this  Report  ; 
“ but  it  is  ftated  to  us,  that  c no  trace  of  fuch  Report  can.  be 
“ found.’ 

Obs.  In  explanation  of  this  Article,  I fhall  introduce  the  following 
extract  of  a letter  from  Dr.  Rogerfon,  'Prefident  of  the  Board  in  Quef- 
tion  to  me,  dated  “ Greata  Bridge,  Yorklhire,  May  the  15th,  1808  ; ” 
in  which,  after  mentioning  this  tranfaftion,  he  writes  as  follows : viz. 
u Upon  the  medicines  being  reported  to  you  as  of  bad  quality,  by  Mr. 
tc  Griffiths,  if  I rightly  recolleft,  you  ordered  the  other  Medical  Com- 
c‘  miffioned  Officers  of  the  hofpital,  to  examine  and  report  to  you 
fC  their  opinion  thereof,  at  your  next  vifit ; and  the  only  article  which  I 
“ now  remember  to  have  found  of  bad  quality  was  the  V mum  Ferri ; a 
ct  fatisfa&ory  explanation  of  the  caufe,  I think,  being  afterwards  given, 
“ I believe  no  written  report  was  made  to  you  on  the  fubje£t ; but  the 

whole  palled  as  matter  of  verbal  communication. 

“ With  refpeft  to  my  opinion  of  the  medicines  fupplied  by  the  Army 
“ E laboratory,  I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  report  to  Sir  Lucas  Pe- 
“ pys,  Bart.  Phyfician  General. 

“ Thos.  Keate  Efq.  Signed, 

“ &c.  &c.  &c.  JOEIN  ROGERSON.” 

Had  Mr.  Griffith’s  report  been  of  more  importance,  and  made  on  bet- 
ter foundation  than  it  probably  was,  it  will  at  lead  be  admitted,  I hope, 
that  I did  every  thing  which  became  me  in  the  matter.  Whether  Mr. 
Griffith  may  have  been  induced  to  prefent  himfelf  as  a witnefs  on  this 
fubjeft  by  any  perfonal  feeling  or  difappointment,  I leave  others  to 
judge,  only  Hating  the  following  fafts : viz.  Mr.  Griffith  (one  of  the 
Staff  Surgeons  nominated  by  Mr.  Gunning  and  myfelf,  in  1794)  ap- 
plied in  April,  1&02,  when  under  orders  for  fervice,  for  leave  to  retire 
on  full  pay ; and  upon  this  application  being  referred  to  me,  I felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  reprefent,  that  a compliance  with  this  requell  would  induse 
great  numbers,  with  llronger  claims,  to  appeal  to  His  Royal  Highnefs’s 
jullicc  and  humanity  for  a fimilar  indulgence.  After  this,  Mr.  Griffith’s 
application  was  not  granted,  and  he  declared  by  letter,  his  determination 
to  accept  of  no  fituation  out  of  London,  unlefs  the  pay  was  greater  than 
that  of  Staff  Surgeon.  This  letter  being  fubmitted  to  the  Commander  in 
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Chief,  it  was  the  opinion  of  His  Royal  Highnefs,  that  Mr.  Griffith 
fhould  retire  from  the  fervice  without  half  pay.  But  this  he  was  ul- 
timately allowed  to  retain. 

If.  the  Commiffioners,  before  they  allowed  themfelves  to  bring  for- 
ward a charge  of  fuch  importance,  upon  the  fingle  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Griffith,  and  in  oppofition  to  an  irrefiftible  mafs  of  evidence,  proving 
that  the  medicines  fupplied  to  the  army  have  invariably  been  of  the  belt 
quality,  had  allowed  themfelves  one  minute’s  reflection,  they  muft  have 
perceived  that  fuppofing  the  Apothecary  General  to  have  been  capable 
of  abuftng  his  trufl  in  this  refpett,  it  is  not  credible  that  he  would  have 
done  it  with  medicines  furniffied  to  York  Hofpital,  where  the  abufe  would 
have  been  fo  foon  and  fo  certainly  detetted.  The  man,  who  uniformly  has 
lent  the  bell  of  medicines  to  remote  fituations,  would  not  be  fo  foolifh 
as  to  fend  bad  ones  to  Chelfea. 

ARTICLE  XXIX.  Pages  44,  45,  of  Report. 

“ The  Apothecary  General  muft  be  confidered  as  generally  refpon- 
**  fible  for  the  packing  of  the  articles  iffued  from  the  Elaboratory.  On 
“ this  head  there  are  ftronger  reafons  for  believing  that  the  Public  has 
“ fuftained  a confiderable  lofs,  than  in  refpett  of  the  bad  quality  of  the 
<c  articles. 

<c  Mr.  Hoffe,  who  has  been  employed  for  about  eighteen  months  as  the 
“ Apothecary,  at  a large  Depot  of  Medicines,  at  York  Hofpital,  Chelfea, 
“ thinks  that  the  articles  coming  direftly  from  the  Army  Elaboratory, 
“ were  in  general  well  packed ; but  that  the  bottles  were  fometimes 
«<  badly  corked.  On  a vifit,  which  two  of  our  Board  made  to  that  De- 
“ pot,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  noticing  this  defett.  The  lofs  from 
“ this  caufe,  confidering  the  quantity  of  the  Stores  from  which  the  bot- 
“ ties  were  faid  to  be  feletted,  was  comparatively  of  little  amount ; but  it 
“ is  obvious,  that  on  foreign  fervice,  a leakage  may  at  times  produce 
“ much  mifchief,  as  well  as  a great  difappointment ; and  we  muft  re- 
“ mark,  that  as  the  wafte  from  bad  corking,  fliewn  to  the  members  of  our 
“ Board,  was  in  the  packages  which  had  come  immediately  from  the 
“ Elaboratory  to  the  York  Depot,  it  is  probable  that  the  lofs  has  been 
“ much  greater  from  this  caufe  in  thofe  packages  which  have  been  fub- 

jetted  to  diftant  carriage. 
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“ When  Ioffes  of  this  kind  have  appeared,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but' 
“ that  the  Apothecary  General  fhould  be  made  refponfible  for  them. 
<c  The  Surgeon  General,  who  was  prefent  at  this  vifit  to  the  Depot,  in- 
“ formed  our  members,  that  in  this  cafe  the  lofs  would  be  charged  againft 
“ the  Apothecary  General.  But  we  cannot  find  that  any  charge  has 
“ hitherto  been  made  for  fimilar  lofl'es,  although  that  which  appeared  at 
“ the  York  Hofpital,  fufficiently  confirms  the  ftatement  before  given, 
“ that  they  have  exifted.” 

Obs.  Having  already  Ihewn  in  Article  XXI.  that  the  packing  has 
not  been  negle&ed  by  me,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  revert  to  that  fubjeft ; 
and  I,  therefore,  proceed  to  Hate  generally,  that  the  Apothecary  General 
is  always  called  upon  to  make  good  fuch  Ioffes  as  are  reported  to  have 
enfued  from  bad  packing.  As  this  ftatement,  however,  will  not  be 
thought  to  agree  entirely  with  the  remark  of  the  Commiffioners,  which 
is  found  at  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  Article,  it  is  of  importance  to- 
ftate,  that  the  very  deficiences  pointed  out  to  the  Deputation  from  their 
Board  who  vifited  the  York  Hofpital,  had  been  obferved,  reported,  and, 
as  Mr.  Clarke  Hates,  the  deductions  to  be  made  from  the  Apothecary  Ge- 
neral's Bills  fettled,  previoufly  to  their  vifit.  The  official  documents  re- 
lative to  this  tranfaction,  are  inferted  in  Mr.  Clarke’s  “ Obfervations,  & c.” 
Pages  35>  36  ^ 37- 

ARTICLE  XXX.  Page  45,  of  Report. 

“ Dr.  Borland  fays,  that,  c whilft  ferving  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  has 
**  obferved  the  packing,  in  many  inftances,  by  no  means  good ; and  he 
“ has  feen  inftruments  there  fo  loaded  with  ruft,  as  not  to  be  fit  for 
“ ufe^’ 

Obs.  In  regard  to  ruft  upon  inftruments,  every  one  who  has  lived  in 
climates  where  the  atmofphere  is  fo  warm  and  fo  much  loaded  with 
moifture  as  it  is  in  the  Weft  Indies,  muft  know  (as  I am  informed)  that 
iron  contracts  ruft  fo  fpeedily,  that  probably,  no  degree  of  care  in  packing 
can  fecure  inftruments  from  it,  when  they  have  been  for  any  confiderable 
time  in  fuch  climates:  and  Mr.  Wood’s  teftimony,  as  given  under  Ar- 
ticle xxvi.  will  be  a fufficient  anfwer  to  Dr.  Borland,  who  in  this,  as  in 
other  cafes,  is  but  the  reporter  of  Dr.  Jackfon. 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Borland,  in  his  evidence  given  before  the  Commiflioners,  Page  i6t, 
fays,  “ Laid  year  I faw  a pocket  cafe  of  inflruments  fent  home  by  Deputy 
Iiifpetlor,  Somerville,  from  Sicily,  as  a fpecimen  of  the  date  in  which 
the  inflruments  were  fent  out,  in  which  cafe  the  inflruments  were  fo 
completely  invelopcd  in  rufl  as  to  be  totally  ufelefs.”  As  a fpecimen 
of  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  Borland  can  mifreprefent  facts,  I beg  leave  to 
refer  to  a letter  to  me,  from  Mr.  Somerville,  dated,  “ Jedburgh,  2d  May, 
App.N0.14.  1 808,”  given  in  the  Appendix;  and  alfo  to  two  official  Reports 
App.A.Jc  B.  on  that  fubjeft. 

ARTICLE  XXXI.  Page  4 6,  of  Report. 

“ The  enquiry  refpecting  the  prices  charged  for  the  articles  in  the 

Apothecary  General’s  bills  has  certainly  occupied  more  of  our  attention 
“ than  either  of  thofe  refpecting  the  quality  of  the  articles,  or  the  packing 
“ of  them ; becaufe  in  thefe  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  lofs  to  the 
“ Public  could  have  been  partial  only,  whilil  the  prices  charged  affect  the 
<c  whole  fupply. 

“ The  prices  for  the  articles  furnifhed  from  the  Army  Elaboratory  c are 
•“  fixed,’  Mr.  Clarke  fays,  c entirely  by  himfelf,  as  a trading  account;’ 
“ and  to  the  queflion,  whether  he  confidered  the  Apothecary  General  as 
“ entitled,  under  his  patent,  to  a greater  profit  than  any  other  perfons 
“ would  derive  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  trade,  from  tranfafting  the  fame  bufi- 
“ nefs  ? He  anfwered,  that  he  confidered  him  entitled  to  fair  profits  in 
“ comparifon  with  a fimilar  account.  That  he  knew  of  no  other  (fervice) 
“ than  that  of  the  navy  fupplied  by  the  Apothecaries’  Company  ; and  that, 
“ with  a proper  conrpenfation  for  the  difference  of  credit  taken  by  the  two 
“ fervices,  he  did  not  confider  the  patent  as  conveying  more  than  the  ex- 
“ clufive  privilege  of  fupplying  medicines,  &c.  to  the  army. 

“ This  anfwer  means  to  admit,  we  prefume,  that  the  Apothecary  Gene- 
“ ral’s  prices  are  to  be  regulated  by  the  fair  market  price  at  the  period  ef 
“ the  account ; which  price  is,  of  courfe,  affe&ed  by  the  rifk  and  delay  of 
“ payment : and  with  this  impreffion  we  have  confidered  the  fubjedl.” 

Obs.  The  explanations  of  Mr.  Calvert  Clarke  are  fo  completely  fatis- 
fa&ory  that  a reference  to  them  may  be  made  with  great  propriety.  He 
. 1 3 obferves, 
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obferves,  that  for  medicines  there  is  no  market  price  ; that  fonie  few  drugs 
may  be  confidered  as  regulated  in  their  price  by  the  Hate  of  the  market,  but 
it  would  be  difficult  from  fuch  price  to  define  the  real  quality  ; the  term, 
beft  quality,  being  often  applied  merely  to  the  comparative  qualities  of  differ- 
ent kinds  of  the  fame  article  as  fold  by  the  perfons  who  ufe  the  term.  That 
the  only  two  eftablilhments  which  can  be  fairly  brought  into  comparifon  are 
thofe  of  the  Apothecary  General  and  of  the  Apothecaries’  Company  ; as 
they  both  purchafe  articles  which  are  allowed  to  be  of  the  beft  pofitive  qua- 
lity, and  both  ftriCtly  adhere  to  the  pharmacopoeia  of  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians  in  every  preparation  they  make.”  This  is  an  important  circumftance, 
becaufe  chemical  products  and  pharmaceutical  compofitions,  apparently  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  directed  by  the  College,  may  be  made  by  cheaper  proceffes 
and  cheaper  ingredients  j but  their  effects  are  confidered  as  lefs  beneficial 
or  lefs  certain ; and,  in  regard  to  the  quality  and  effeCt  of  medicines,  it  is 
furely  of  infinitely  more  importance  than  the  difference  of  price,  fince 
without  it,  the  lives  of  the  fick  may  be  always  in  danger.  Mr.  Clarke  has, 
however,  fliewn  that  there  is  no  fuch  difference,  as  the  Commiffioners 
have  dated,  between  the  prices  of  the  Apothecary  General  and  thofe 
of  the  more  refpeCtable  of  the  druggifts  to  whom  they  applied.  That 
the  real  difference  between  the  former  and  the  prices  of  Meffrs.  Godfrey, 
and  Co.  is  eleven  and  a half  per  cent,  and  not  thirty-nine  as  the  Commif- 
fioners have  reprefented,  and  that  the  real  difference  between  the  Apothe- 
cary General’s  prices  and  thofe  of  Meffrs.  Bufh  and  Howard  is  “ twelve 
and  three  quarters  per  cent.,  and  not  fixty  per  cent,  as  ftated  by  the  Commif-  . 
fioners,  lefs  by  ten  per  cent,  for  intereft.”  Mr.  Clarke  has,  moreover, 
dearly  proved  that,  with  the  allowance  of  intereft  for  the  difference  of  the 
credit  “ taken  by  the  navy  for  medicines  fupplied  by  the  Apothecaries’  Com- 
pany, and  by  that  taken  by  the  army  for  thofe  furniflied  by  the  Apothecary 
General,  the  charge  of  the  latter  is  about  fix  per  cent,  lefs  than  that  of  the 
Apothecaries’  Company.”  And  as  thefe  are  the  only  fervices  which  can 
admit  of  a fair  comparifon,  being  the  only  ones  in  which  the  medicines  are 
invariably  furniffied  of  the  very  beft  pofitive  quality,  and  always  prepared 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  College  of  Phyficians*,  it  may  be  con- 
cluded 

* On  this  fubjeft  Mr.  Calvert  Clarke  has  publifhed  a variety  of  certificates,  figned  by 
very  refpeftable  names,  all  giving  their  teftimony  to  the  excellent  quality  of  the  medicines 
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eluded  that  no  further  vindication  is  neceflary  for  the  Apothecary  Genera!. 
Certainly  if,  with  the  title  derived  from  his  patent,  he  is  contented  to  fupply 
the  army  with  medicines  every  way  equal  in  goodnefs  to  thofe  which  the 
Apothecaries’  Company  (who  have  no  fuch  title)  are  ufed  to  fupply  the 
navy,  and  at  fix  per  cent,  lefs,  there  can  be  no  caufe  of  complaint.  But  to 
fuppofe  that  the  Apothecary  General  is  to  regulate  his  prices  by  thofe  which 
might  be  obtained  by  advertifing  for  tenders  (as  the  Commifiioners  itrangeiy 
propofe,  without  regard  to  the  confequences)  from  perfons  who  would  fur- 
nifh  drugs  of  inferior  qualities,  bought  at  auctions,  or  unfaithfully  prepared, 
is  to  fuppofe  his  patent  no  better  than  wafte  paper ; for  nobody  would  , 
hold  it  on  fuch  terms. 

ARTICLE  XXXII.  Page  49,  of  Report. 

“ We  have  remarked  too,  on  an  inveftigation  of  thofe  bills,  that  the 
“ prices  charged  by  the  Apothecary  General  have  been  uniformly  ad- 
“ mitted ; for  we  can  find  no  alteration  or  deduction  in  any  one  of  the 
“ charges.” 

Obs.  Here  the  Commifiioners  appear  to  conclude  that,  when  no  deduc- 
tions were  made  in  the  prices  charged  by  the  Apothecary  General,  his 
prices  were  admitted  without  any  inquiry  concerning  their  propriety, 
which  certainly  was  not  the  cafe ; for,  in  this  refpeft,  the  interefts  of  the 
Public  were,  fufiiciently  watched,  though  no  diminution  was  made  in  his 
charges,  becaufe,  on  examination,  they  were  found  to  be  reafonable.  As 
App.No.  15.  an  inftance  and  proof  of  this  I fiiall  adduce  in  the  Appendix,  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Clarke  to  the  Phyfician  and  Surgeon  General  in  anfwer  to 
one  written  by  them  on  the  23d  of  July,  1804,  requiring  explanations  con- 
cerning the  prices  charged  for  bark,  linen,  rollers,  and  eighteen  tailed  ban- 
dages ; and  it  mull  appear  very  extraordinary  that  the  Commifiioners 
Ihould  be  fo  ready  to  infer  negligence  in  this  matter,  in  oppofition  to  the 
fafts  Hated  by  themfelves  at  page  48  of  their  report  of  the  exertions  made 


furniflied  to  the  army  by  the  Apothecary  General.  Many  other  fimilar  atteftations  have 
been  alfo  given  to  the  Phyfician  General;  a part  of  which  were,  by  him,  fent  in  to  the  Se- 
cretary at  War,  particularly  from  Dr.  Robertfon  Barclay,  Dr.  Bancroft,  Dr.  Rogerfon,  Dr. 
Scott,  Dr.  Somers,  and  Mr.  North. 
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In  1796  and  7,  by  the  Phyfician  and  Surgeon  General,  “ to  do  juflice  to 
the  Apothecary  General,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  Public.”  I can 
prove,  moreover,  that  I infilled  on  abatements  in  feveral  articles  at  different 
times;  and  that  in  one  half  year’s  bill  of  1803  the  Apothecary  General 
llruck  off,  in  confequence  of  my  inveltigation,  a very  large  fum  indeed. 
There  can  be  no  appearance  of  this  in  the  bills  feen  by  the  Commiffioners, 
becaufe,  after  the  abatements  had  been  agreed  to,  the  bills  were,  of  courfe, 
written  over  again  for  the  Comptrollers,  without  the  alterations  or 
erafures. 


ARTICLE  XXXIII.  Page  51, '52  and  53,  of  Report. 

“ We  have  already  noticed  that  the  fubjeft  of  the  fupply  of  furgical 
““  Inffruments  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  by  the  Apothecary  General,  had 
heretofore  been  under  the  confideration  of  the  Lords  of  theTreafury, 
and  that  their  Lordlhips  were  pleafed  to  approve  of  his  continuing  to 
“ fupply  thefe  articles. 

“ In  Mr.  Garnier’s  reprefentation  to  their  Lordlhips,  after  Hating  the 
“ grounds  on  which  he  claimed  the  right,  under  his  patent,  to  fupply 
•**  furgical  inffruments,  (which  we  have  before  alluded  to,)  he  infills 
“ further,  ‘ that  he  has  an  equal  right  to  be  paid  for  them  in  the  fame 
<c  manner  as  his  predeceffors  have  been  paid,  that  is,  by  charging  the 
“ inffruments  to  Government  at  a fair  profit,  as  between  tradefman  and 
“ confumer,  and  not  by  a net  commiffion  on  the  firft  coll  of  the  com- 
modify,’  which  it  appears  it  had  been  propofed  to  allow  him,  to  the 
“ extent  of  10  per  cent.  Mr.  Gamier  added,  ‘ that  fuch  a plan,  if 
“ adopted,  would  have  been  attended  with  confiderable  lofs  to  Govern- 
“ ment,  for  that  then  the  inffruments  muff  have  been  bought  on  the 
“ fame  credit  as  Government  took  of  him,  and  that  Savigny  and  Evans 
were  the  only  two  perfons  in  the  trade  competent  to  give  credit ;’  and  he 
“ alleges,  that  thefe  perfons’  charge  to  him,  on  an  annual  credit,  would 
“ have  exceeded,  by  10  per  cent,  what  Mr.  Gamier  charged,  which, 
■“  added  to  the  propofed  commiffion,  would  have  made  a real  lofs  to 
“ Government  of  20I.  per  cent.’  Mr.  Gamier  fubjoined  a llatement  of 
“ what  he  then  (1797)  charged  for  each  fet  of  Inffruments  called  Capitals, 
Li  and  what  would  have  been  the  charge  if  the  plan  had  been  adopted. 
“ In  this  he  Hates,  that  his  charge  was  17I.  17s.  per  fet;  but  that  if 
■“  bought  on  an  annual  credit,  the  charge  to  him  would  be  19I.  9s. 
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to  which  adding  i o per  cent,  commiflion,  the  whole  price  would  be 
‘c  21 1.  8s.  or  a lofs  to  Government  of  3I.  1 is.  (i.  e.)  20  per  cent.  It  is 
f‘  manifeft,  in  a view  of  this  flatement,  that  it  cannot  be  correct ; for  it 
“ affumes  the  point  in  queftion,  and  proceeds  on  the  fuppofition  that  the 
“ initruments  could  not  have  been  procured  by  Mr.  Gamier  at  lefs  than 
“ iol.  per  cent,  above  the  price  which,  even  under  the  circumftance  of 
“ the  long  delay  in  payment,  was  charged  by  him  to  Government.  That 
“ which  we  are  about  to  (late  will  fhew  that  he  was  altogether  miftaken 
is  his  reprefentation  on  this  point.  For  we  have  examined  Mr.  Evans, 
“ one  of  the  tradefmen  to  whom  Mr.  Gamier  alludes,  on  the  fubject. 
“ We  fele6bed  Mr.  Evans,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  his  houfe  has  fur- 
“ nifhed  furgical  inftruments  to  the  Navy  Hofpitals,  under  the  orders  of 
“ the  Tranfport  Board,  for  a confiderable  number  of  years.  We  have 
“ confined  our  inquiries  relative  to  Mr.  Evan’s  prices  to  the  period  fub- 
“ fequent  to  1802,  becaufe,  by  a prior  regulation,  the  inftruments  which 
“ are  to  conftitute  what  are  called  full  fets  of  Capitals,  and  portable  fets 
“ of  Capitals,  are  particularly  enumerated  5 and,  therefore,  when  Mr. 
“ Evans  fpeaks  of  thefe  different  collections,  it  is  evident  that  he  fpeaks 
“ of  the  fame  as  are  charged  in  the  Apothecary  General’s  bills  by  thofe 
“ names.  In  thefe  bills,  for  the  years  1804  and  1805,  we  find  that  the 
“ charge  for  full  fets  is  always  19I.  19s.  each,  and  13I.  5s.  for  each 
“ fet  of  portables.  During  this  period  Mr.  Evans  has  charged  1 61.  16s. 
“ for  the  firft,  and  9I.  9s.  for  the  fecond,  including  in  both  the  price  of 
**  the  cafes.  Thefe  are  Mr.  Evans’s  prices,  however,  when  thefe  articles 
“ were  fold  on  the  ufual  credit ; and,  therefore,  it  may  be  remarked, 
“ that  they  can  be  no  fit  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  Apothe- 
“ cary  General’s  prices,  for  that  he  was  feldom  paid  under  1 8 months, 
“ and  fometimes  not  until  two  years  after  the  fupply.  To  meet  this  ob- 
“ jection,  Mr.  Evans  was  afked,  what  would  have  been  his  prices  under 
u fuch  a circumftance  ? but  adding  to  the  queftion  at  the  fame  time, 
“ (w;hat  was  the  fa£t  in  refpeft  of  the  Apothecary  General,)  that  the 
“ fupply  of  furgical  inftruments  in  each  year  had  amounted,  on  an 
“ average,  to  7000I.  with  no  ultimate  rifk  of  payment.  His  anfwer  fhews, 
“ that,  under  all  thefe  circumftances,  he  would  not  only  not  have  added 
“ to  the  prices  before  named  by  him,  but  that  he  would  have  deducted 
“ from  the  total  amount  ‘ certainly  not  lefs  than  5 per  cent.’  This, 
“ therefore,  ought  to  I.ave^been  the  principle  onwhich  the  Apothecary  Ge- 
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« neral  /hould  have  made  his  charges  ; for  it  is  the  rale  of  charging  be- 
«*  tween  the  tradefman  and  the  confumer,  for  which  he  contends.  His 
“ charge,  however,  for  a full  fet  of  Capitals,  is  about  1 9 per  cent. 

“ above  Mr.  Evans’s,  and  40  per  cent,  above  Mr.  Evans’s  charge  for  a 
“ fet  of  portables ; and  thefe  prices  have  been  allowed,  (as  it  fhould 
“ feem,  without  inquiry,)  by  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  check  the 
“ charge. 

“ We  have  learned  another  fadl  from  Mr.  Evans  deferving  of  attention, 

“ alfo,  on  a view  of  the  prices  which  have  been  charged  and  allowed  in  the 
“ Apothecary  General’s  bills.  The  fcrew  tourniquets,  for  which  the 
“ Apothecary  General  always  charges  1 2s.  6d.  each,  are  fold  fmgly  by 
“ Mr.  Evans  at  10s.  6d.  each,  and,  under  a fort  of  contract  with  the  Tran- 
“ fport  Board,  are  fupplied  by  him  to  the  Navy  at  8s.  each  ; being  an 
**  addition  to  Mr.  Evans’s  prices  of  above  50  per  cent,  by  the  Apothecary 
w General,  as  a compenfation  for  an  extend  on  of  credit  of  15  or 
“ 18  months. 

“ The  evidence  which  we  have  thus  produced  (hews,  we  think,  a very 
**  blameable  inattention  in  checking  the  Apothecary  General’s  charges 
«*  in  refpect  ©f  furgical  inftruments  ; for  the  ilighefl  inquiries  would  have 
“ enabled  thofe  to  whofe  confideration  the  prices  were  referred,  to  have 
“ afcertained  that  the  charges  were  extravagant.” 

Osb.  On  my  appointment  to  the  fituation  of  Infpe&or  of  Regimental 
Infirmaries,  I had  frequent  communications  (as  a member  of  the  Army 
Medical  Board)  with  the  late  Surgeon  General,  on  the  fubjedl  of  Surgical 
Inftruments  ; and,  although  it  was  his  duty  to  check  the  prices  of  the  in- 
ftruments, as  well  as  to  judge  of  the  form  and  quality  ; yet,  as  the  orders 
for  quantity  were  ufually  iflued  by  me,  and  as  the  correfpondence  with 
Army  Surgeons  was  through  me,  I was  not  inattentive  to  the  quality. 
Mr.  Gunning,  though  attached  to  the  old  form,  could  not  but  obferve 
a manifeft  fuperiority  in  Mr.  Stodart’s  inftruments  over  thofe  of  Evans,, 
and  finding,  on  inquiry,  his  prices  alfo  to  be  confiderably  lower  than 
thofe  of  the  latter,  who  had  hitherto  fupplied  the  army  with  them,  he  re- 
commended Mr.  Stodart  to  the  Apothecary  General,  as  the  cheapeft,  as 
well  as  beft  Inftrument  Maker  in  London  : until  this  time,  the  charge  to 
the  Public  for  a fet  of  Mr.  Evans’s  capital  inftruments  was  19I.  6s. : and, 
as  it  appears  from  Mr.  Clarke’s  ftatement,  the  charge  to  the  Apothecary 
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General,  by  Mr.  Evans,  was  17I.  14s. ; but  in  confcquence  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  my  predeceffor,  the  Public  were  furnifhed  Av'ith  a fimilaT 
let  of  Mr.  Stodart’s,  and  with  inftruments  better  made,  at  the  reduc  d 
price  of  1 61.  being  3I.  6s.  lefs  than  had  been  paid  before.  Of  this  change 
in  the  maker,  the  Army  Surgeons  have  repeatedly  exprefled  their  appro- 
bation, the  form  of  a few  inllruments  excepted. 

Upon  my  fucceeding  Mr.  Gunning  in  the  office  of  Surgeon  General,  in 
1798,  it  became  my  duty  to  examine  into  the  quality  and  price  of  Sur- 
gical Inftruments.  - On  the  firft  of  thefe  points,  the  quality,  I could  enter- 
tain no  doubt  of  the  excellence  of  Mr.  Stodart’s,  whether  I relied  upon  my 
own  judgment,  or  upon  that  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Army,  who  had  already 
fufficiently  manifefled  their  approval  of  them*.  The  price  of  the  inftru-' 
ments  was  therefore  the  only  point  left  for  my  confideration  ; and  in  order 
to  form  my  eftimate,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Apothecary  General’s 
charges  for  them,  I firft  applied  to  Mr.  Calvert  Clarke,  (who  added  as  the 
Deputy  of  the  Apothecary  General)  for  an  account  of  the  prices  at  which 
the  inftruments  were  charged  to  him  by  Mr.  Stodart ; and,  this  application 
not  being  granted,  I next  obtained  the  prices  which  Mr.  Stodart  charged  to 
cuftomers  for  prompt  payment ; and  after  comparing  thefe,  as  well  as  the 
inftruments  themfelves,  with  thofe  of  Mr.  Savigny,  who  was  the  only  In- 
ftrument  Maker  with  whom  I could  make  fuch  a comparifonf,  Evans 
having  been  difcontinued  for  the  dearnefs  and  inferiority  of  his  articles,  I 
was  perfuaded  that  Mr.  Stodart  was  the  cheapeft,  as  he  was  the  beft,  of 
the  three,  and  .1,  therefore,  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  care  that  he  fhould 
continue  to  be  employed  in  furnifhing  the  army  with  Surgical  Inftruments, 
efpecially  as  he  had  hitherto  executed  his  orders  very  ably,  and  to  the  fatif- 
faction  of  the  Army  Surgeons  at  large.  In  checking  the  prices  charged 
by  the  Apothecary  General,  I thought  it  juft  to  adhere  to  the  mode  in 

* To  prove  ..that  Mr.  Stodart’s  inftruments  have  preferred  to  this  day  their  fuperior 
character  in  the  cftimation  of  the  profeftion,  I venture  to  add  in  the  Appendix,  the  opini- 
ons of  two  of  the  firft  Surgeons  of  London  Hofpitals,  Mr.  Home,  of  St.  George’s 
Hofpital,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Forces  ; and  Mr.  Lynn,  of  the  Weftminfter  Hofpital,  and 
alfo  Surgeon  to  the  Forces.  Thefe  are  the  only  Surgeons  to  whom  I have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  applying,  but  their  names  alone  are  fufficient  to  decide  the  queftion. 

f I have  given  in  the  Appendix  a comparative  view  of  the  prices  charged  by  the 
Apothecary  General,  and  by  Mr.  Savigny.  Mr.  Evans’s  prices  arc  ftated  by  Mr.  Calvert 
Clarke  in  App.  No.  16.  C. 
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which  both  my  PrcdecefTor,  Mr.  Gunning,  and  the  Phyfician  General, 
had  proceeded,  as  is  ftated  in  the  anfwers  of  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  to  the  63d 
and  64tl/i  queftions  of  the  Commiflioners : thefe  queftions  related  to  the 
“ profit  which  the  Phyfician  General  intended  to  allow  to  the  Apothe- 
cary General  on  the  articles,  the  prices  of  which  he  fixed,”  and  alfo  to 
the  “ per-centage  allowed  upon  the  balance  due  to  the  Apothecary  Ge- 
neral, for  the  delay  of  payment  y”  to  which  Sir  Lucas  anfwered,  that  he 
“ conlidered  ten  per  cent,  upon  an  average,  a reafonable  profit ; ” and 
that  “ we  have  no  rule  to  guide  us,  but  generally  allow  more  than  ten 
per  cent,  in  order  to  cover  the  delay  of  payment.”  Acting  upon  this 
principle,  I have  ufually  made  no  objection  to  the  Apothecary  General’s 
charges,  when  I have  found  that  they  did  not  exceed  Mr.  Stodart’s  prices 
for  prompt  payment  by  # more  than  1 2 per  cent. 

In  this  manner,  the  price  charged  to  the  Public,  by  the 
Apothecary  General,  for  the  capital  Set  of  Inftruments, 
ordered  by  the  regulations  of  1803,  and  allowed  was 
The  price  charged  by  tire  fame,  for  the  Portable  Set 
of  do.  and  allowed  was  - 

The  price  charged  by  do.  and  allowed  for  Tourniquets 


The  prices  of  the  fame  articles,  charged  by  Stodart,  for 
prompt  payment,  were  at  the  fame  time,  and  are  ftill 

For  the  Capitals 

Portables  - 

Tourniquets 

Twelve  per  cent,  added  thereon 


£ 

s. 

d. 

*9 

19 

0 

*3 

5 

0 

0 

1 2 

6 

33 

16 

6 

l7 

1 7 

0 

I X 

1 6 

0 

0 

1 1 

6 

3° 

4 

6 

3 

1 2 

6 

33 

l7 

• 0 

* It  will  be  feen  by  the  obfervations  made  by  Mr.  Calvert  Clarke,  in  refutation  of  thofe 
parts  of  this  ftatement,  which  apply  to  the  Apothecary  General,  and  which  are  given  in 
the  Appendix,  that  his  mode  cf  calculating  his  profit  on  the  Surgical  Inllruments  was 
different  from  mine  ; he  obtained  thofe  articles  from  Mr.  Stodart,  at  a price  lefs  than  that 
at  which  they  were  fold  to  cuftomers  for  prompt  payment,  and  he  added  13!  per  cent,  for 
profit  and  delay  of  payment. 
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The  Commiflioners  have  declared  their  belief  that  “ thefe  prices  of  the 
<c  Apothecary  General  have  been  allowed  without  inquiry  by  thofe  whofe 
“ duty  it  was  to  check  the  charges,”  and  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Evans, 
which  I {hall  notice  hereafter,  they  have  palled  a fevere  cenfure  on  my  conduct 
for  not  having  obtained  for  the  Public  aconfiderable  reduftion  of  thofe  prices 
in  confequence  of  the  large  quantities  of  inftruments  which  were  fumilhed 
to  the  army.  That  I allowed  the  charges  in  queflion  “ without  enquiry,” 
I could  difprove  by  many  fafts,  were  it  neceflary ; but  the  following  ex- 
planation will,  I truft,  not  only  fuffice  for  this  purpofe,  but  alfo  fhew  that 
I could  have  afted  unjuftifiably,  if  I had  not  allowed  them.  The  truth  is 
that,  like  the  Commiffioners,  I did  conceive  that  the  inftruments,  being 
bought  in  large  quantities,  ought  to  be  furnifhed  at  lefs  than  the  prompt 
payment  prices ; and  I therefore,  did  make  inquiry  on  the  fubject, 
not  only  of  Mr.  Clarke,  but  of  various  other  perfons,  the  refult  of  which 
was,  that  no  fuch  reduction  as  I fuppofed  could  in  fairnefs  be  made  on 
the  inftruments  provided  for  the  army,  becaufe  thefe,  although  indeed 
ordered  in  great  quantity,  were  alwrays  ordered  upon  emergencies,  and 
required  to  be  furniftied  within  a very  fhort  fpace  of  time  ; the  confequence 
of  wrhich  was  that  the  inftrument  maker  was  fubjetted  to  much  inconve- 
nience, to  lofs  by  deferring  or  declining  other  commiflions,  and  to  heavy 
additional  expences  by  engaging  an  extra  number  of  workmen,  as  well 
as  by  getting  them  to  wrork  longer  than  ufual,  to  enable  him  to  complete 
the  order ; and  that  under  fuch  circumftances  an  abatement  of  price  was 
not  to  be  expected  from  him,  but  that  it  was  reafonably  to  be  regarded 
as  a fufficient  advantage  to  the  Public,  if  he  abftained  from  demanding 
higher  prices.  It  was  upon  thefe  grounds  that  I w'as  induced  to  allow 
to  the  Apothecary  General  the  addition  of  twelve  per  cent,  upon  Mr. 
Stodart’s  prices  for  prompt  payment.  It  will  moreover  be  feen,  by  my 
letter  to  the  Apothecary  General  in  December  1798,  given  in  the  Appen- 
dix, that  I hefitated  to  allow  the  fums  charged  in  his  bills  for  Surgical 
Inftruments,  and  that  it  w'as  no  lefs  by  the  refult  of  the  preceding  enquiry 
than  by  the  letter  of  the  Treafury,  given  alfo  in  the  Appendix,  that  I 
conceived  myfelf  warranted  in  allowing  this  advance. 

After  this  explanation,  it  is  neceflary  that  I fhould  notice  Mr.  Evans’s 
teftimony,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  Commiflioners  have  adduced  a 
part  of  it  againft  the  Apothecary  General  and  myfelf.  Mr.  Evans, 
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it  appears,  gave  them  to  underhand  (App.  No.  66.  of  Report)  that 
he  would  have  fupplied  the  quantity  of  inftruments  which  Mr.  Sto- 
dart  fumifhed  to  the  army,  not  only  without  adding  any  thing  to 
his  prompt  payment  prices  on  account  of  the  delay  of  payment, 
but  even  with  a dedu&ion  of  “ certainly  not  lefs  than  5 per  cent.” 
As  Mr.  Evans  has  declared  upon  oath  thefe  to  be  the  terms  on  which 
he  “ would  ” fupply  the  army  with  inftruments,  I fliall  not  difpute 
his  words ; but  I may  be  permitted  to  fay  that  the  readinefs  of  one 
tradefman,  who  may  be  rich,  to  underfell  another  who  may  be  lefs  fo, 
ought  never  to  be  received  as  a proof,  that  the  price  which  will  content 
the  former  for  a time,  is  bona  fide,  the  fair  value  of  the  commodity  ; the 
contrary  being  evinced  every  day,  not  only  by  fome  tradesmen  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  doing  bufinefs  for  a time  at  little  or  no  profit,  but  by  fome 
others  doing  it  even  at  a lofs,  in  order  that  they  may  force  their  poorer 
competitor  to  a ruinous  reduction  of  his  prices,  and  thereby  drive  him  out 
of  the  trade : I do  not  mean  by  this  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Evans  had  any 
intention  of  this  kind  in  offering  his  wares  at  a lefs  price  than  Mr.  Stodart, 
but  only  to  {hew  that  the  willingnefs  to  underfell  does  not  neceffarily  con- 
ftitute  a criterion  of  the  fair  value  of  commodities.  The  Commiflioners 
however  have  thought  proper  to  view  it  in  that  light,  and  to  afiert  that 
what  Mr.  Evans  faid  he  “ would  ” do  under  certain  conditions,  was  “ the 
*i  principle  on  which  the  Apothecary  General  fhould  have  made  his 
4‘  charges,”  as  being  “ the  rule  of  charging  between  the  tradefman  and 
“ the  cuftomer.”  If  this  be  indeed  the  rule  of  trade,  the  Apothecary 
General  and  I are  in  fault ; but,  though  little  verfed  in  com- 
mercial matters,  I appeal  to  every  judicious  merchant  in  every  part 
of  the  world,  whether  this  be  the  true  rule  or  not  ? and  before  they 
decide,  I beg  to  inform  them,  (of  what  the  Commifti oners  have  either 
forgotten  or  ftrangely  overlooked,)  that  Mr.  Evans  abides  by  no  fuch 
rule  in  his  dealings  with  the  “ Navy  Board,”  fince  he  declares  on 
oath  in  the  fame  examination,  that  “ he  charges  the  Navy  Board  the 
“ fame  prices  as  he  charges  to  cuftomers  in  general,  and  has  no  dift'er- 
“ ence  in  his  wholefale  and  retail  prices and  to  alk  further  whether 
if  the  rule  of  tradets  to  be  determined  from  the  evidence  of  one  tradefman, 
it  ought  not  to  be  determined  rather  from  what  that  tradefman  actually 
does,  than  from  what  he  pretends  that  he  “ would”  do  ? The  mode,  too* 
in  which  the  Commiffioners  have  proceeded  to  examine  Mr.  Evans  is  de- 
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ferving  of  attention.  It  would,  probably,  by  moil  perfons  have  been  thought 
right,  before  calling  on  one  tradefman  to  fet  a price  on  the  wares  of  ano- 
ther, to  have  at  lead;  placed  before  him,  for  full  infpection  and  examination, 
the  articles  themfelves ; and  even  this  mode  is  a very  imperfect  one  with 
refpeft  to  furgical  inftruments,  becaul'e  it  is  not  fo  much  by  external  appear- 
ances as  by  trial  in  operation,  that  their  quality  can  be  ascertained  ; but  the 
CommiiTioners,  accuftomed  themfelves  to  pronounce  without  much  of  de- 
liberation, thought  it  quite  enough  to  hand  over  to  Mr.  Evans  a lilt  of  the 
inftruments  which  were  included  in  the  fets  called  Capitals  and  Portables, 
and,  with  this  lift  for  his  foie  guide,  he  was  defired  to  affix  the  prices  at  which 
he  would  furnilh  articles  bearing  the  fame  name  ; which  articles  I have  fome 
reafon  to  believe  he  never  faw,  as  put  up  for  the  army,  till  I fliewed  them 
to  him  on  the  28th  of  May,  180S.  Nor  is  this  all : The  Commiffioners 

inform  us,  that  they  “ have  confined  their  inquiries  about  Mr.  Evans’s 
prices  to  the  period  fubfequent  to  1802  j”  and  by  this  limitation,  whether  it 
was  made  defignedly  or  unwittingly  I know  not,  they  lighted  upon  a period 
which  appears,  indeed,  well  fuited  for  the  purpofes  of  inculpation.  By  in- 
quiring, however,  into  his  prices  antecedently  to  that  period,  they  would 
have  difeovered  that,  until  1795  hefupplied  the  army  with  inftruments,  as 
I have  before  faid,  and  charged  the  Apothecary  General,  as  his  wholefale 
price,  17k  4s.  for  fets  Similar  in  form  and  number,  but  inferior  in  quality, 
t ho  fe  which  Mr.  Stodart  furnifhed  in  the  fame  year  at  only  14I. ; and 
if  Mr.  Evans  did  not  then  reckon  his  profits  too  great,  when  the  price  of 
labour  was  lefs  than  at  prefent,  is  it  likely  that  he  will  now  be  long  con- 
tented not  only  to  relinquish  the  twenty-fix  and  a half  per  cent,  which  he 
then  demanded  above  the  prices  of  Mr.  Stodart,  but  alfo  to  underfell  him  on 
the  whole  as  much  as  ten  per  cent,  without  reimburfing  himfelf  by  consi- 
derable alteration  in  their  quality  ? Or  if  Mr.  Evans  can  afford  to  make 
and  adhere  permanently  to  this  abftraction  from  his  former  charges,  not- 
vithftanding  the  advances  in  the  v<ages  of  journeymen,  &c.  how  will  he  ex- 
cuSe  himfelf  to  the  Public  for  having  formerly  exafted  fuch  exorbitant 
profits  ? I mull  add,  moreover,  that  Mr.  Evans  never  informed  me  of  this 
diminution  in  his  prices  j and  I therefore  had  no  fuch  ground  as  the  Com- 
miffioners fuppofe  me  to  have  had,  for  requiring  a fimilar  reduction  of  Mr. 
Stodart’s  ; nor  am  I even  now  convinced  that  I ought  to  do  fo.  If  the  Com- 
miffioners will  go  into  any  cutler’s  ftiop  he  will  lliew  them  many  penknives 
apparently  of  equal  goodnefs,  yet  for  fome  he  will  afk,  and  juftly,  three 
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times  as  much  as  for  others  ; and  I have  no  reafon  to  fufpeQ:,  confidering 
the  acknowledged  excellence  of  Mi*.  Stodart’s  inftruments,  that  he  at  pre- 
fent  obtains  more  than  a reafonable  profit  for  them  ; to  deprive  a tradefman 
of  which,  might  I think,  lay  him  under  a ftrong  temptation,  perhaps  ne- 
ceflity,  of  rendering  his  inflruments  of  lefs  value. 

ARTICLE  XXXIV.  P.  54,  of  Report. 

tc  In  Meflrs.  Trotters’  courfe  of  dealings  with  Government,  they  have 
(i  been  ufed,  at  leaf!  during  x 804,  calculating  on  a year’s  credit  to  Govem- 
“ ment,  to  charge  about  20  per  cent,  on  the  money  price  of  the  articles 
w furnilhed  by  them;  yet  their  charge  for  Hofpital  Sheets  is  feven  fhil- 
a lings  and  four-pence,  at  the  time  that  the  Apothecary  General’s  charge 
“ is  ten  findings.” 

Obs.  Anxious  to  detect  faults,  it  feems  to  have  been  impoflible  for  the 
Commiflioners,  when  they  perceived  the  difference  between  the  prices 
of  Meflrs.  Trotter  and  the  Apothecary  General,  for  “ Hofpital  Sheets,” 
to  refill  the  temptation  of  expofing  what  they  immediately  conftrued 
into  a glai'ing  impofition  ; and  this  is  one  among  the  many  fpecimens  to 
be  found  in  their  Report  of  their  precipitancy  in  advancing  accufations  on 
fubje&s  with  which  they  were  unacquainted.  The  fiieets  furnilhed  by 
both  were  indeed  provided  for  the  ufes  of  Hofpitals  ; but  thofe  of  Meflrs. 
Trotter  were  coarfe,  new,  fmall,  and  intended  for  Hofpital  beds  ; whereas 
thofe  of  the  Apothecary  General  were  fine,  confiderably  worn,  large,  and 
meant  to  be  cut  into  bandages  for  wounded  limbs,  &c.  for  which  purpofe 
foft,  pliable,  and  eafy  linen  is  effentially  requifite. 

ARTICLE  XXXV.  Page  54,  55,  of  Report. 

“ In  addition  to  the  quantities  of  Medicines,  Surgical  Inftruments,  and 
“ Materials  and  Stores  which  have  been  furnilhed  by  the  Apothecary  Ge- 
“ neral  for  the  immediate  ule  of  General  and  Regimental  Hofpitals,  large 
4t  quantities  have  alfo  been  furnilhed  by  him  on  the  i*ecommendation  of 
“ the  Surgeon  General,  to  certain  eftablilhed  Depots,  as  a referve  for  the 
“ calls  of  the  fervice.  Some  of  thefe  Depots  of  Medicines,  and  Purveyor’s 
4‘  Stores,  with  diffinft  eftablilhments,  have  been  formed  abroad,  where 
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« the  propriety  of  fuch  a provifion  may  be  admitted ; but  many  more 
“ have  been  formed  at  home,  with  a forefight  of  which  the  propriety  is 
“ very  doubtful. 

“ In  refpect  to  the  propriety  of  forming  thefe  Depots  abroad,  Mr.  Young 
“ thinks  that  they  are  indifpenfably  neceffary  in  the  Weft  Indies.  But  Dr. 
“ Jackfon  (to  whom  we  again  refer,  becaufe  he  appears  to  have  had  great 
“ experience  in  army  medical  practice,  and  to  fupport  his  opinion  by  very 
“ juft  reafoning,)  rather  recommends  the  mode  of  purchafe  on  the  fpot, 
“ when  the  ftation  of  the  troops,  or  the  fcene  of  war,  is  laid  in  a civilized 
“ country.  This,  he  fays,  would  be  fimple  and  ceconomical ; becaufeT 
“ although  the  money  price  be  high,  no  more  would  be  purchafed  than  is 
“ actually  wanted  ; and  it  would  be  fufficiently  certain  too,  becaufe,  in  fuch 
“ fituations,  thofe  articles  which  are  ufually  wanted  are  rarely  found  to  fail 
“ in  the  market.” 

Obs.  The  Commiftioners  declare,  p.  54,  in  regard  to  the  Depots  of 
Medicines  and  Purveyor’s  Stores  with  diftindt  eftablifhments  formed  abroad,. 
“ that  there  the  propriety  of  fuch  provifion  may  be  admitted  ;”  they  ob- 
ferve  alfo  in  the  next  page  that  “ in  refpect  to  the  propriety  of  forming 
thefe  Depots  abroad,  Mr.  Young  thinks  they  are  indifpenfably  neceffary 
in  the  Weft  Indies.”  But  (fay  they)  “ Dr.  Jackfon,  to  whom  we  again  refer, 
becaufe  he  appears  to  have  had  very  great  experience  in  Army  Medical 
praftice,  and  to  fupport  his  opinion  by  very  juft  reafoning,  rather  recom- 
mends the  mode  of  purchafe  on  the  fpot,  when  the  ftation  of  the  troops,  or 
the  fcene  of  war,  is  laid  in  a civilized  country.  This  (he  fays)  would  be 
fimple  and  oeconomical  ; becaufe,  although  the  money  price  be  high,  no 
more  would  be  purchafed  than  is  a&ually  wanted  ; and  it  would  be  fuffi- 
ciently certain  too,  becaufe  in  fuch  fituations  thofe  articles  are  rarely  found 
to  fail  in  the  market.”  Here  we  find,  that  after  the  Commiffioners  had 
avowed  an  opinion,  they  manifeft  a readinefs  not  only  to  diffent  from  it, but 
even  from  that  of  Mr.  Young,  (whofe  “ almoft  univerfal  experience”  at 
other  times  appears  to  them  a ground  of  confidence,)  fo  foon  as  they  meet 
with  a different  opinion  from  Dr.  Jackfon.  In  this  and  other  cafes,  it 
would  have  faved  time  if  the  Commiffioners  had  not  ventured  to  exprefs 
their  thoughts  until  certain  of  their  conformity  with  Dr.  Jackfon’s.  As 
matters  now  ftand  I have  no  hope  of  bringing  them  back  to  a confidence 
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m their  former  dccifion,  but  by  placing  Jackfon  verfus  Jackfon,  and  ad- 
ducing him  to  prove  that  what  he  fays  of  the  certainty  of  making  purchafes 
when  wanted  on  the  fpot,  is  not  true.  For  this  purpofe  I need  only  adduce 
extracts  from  two  letters  written  by  him  to  me  from  Cork ; the  nr  ft  is 
dated  “ Cork,  October  31ft,  1795,”  and  is  inthefe  words,  viz. : “ Every 
thing  was  to  be  provided  here  that  fick  men  require,  and  Cork  is  a place 
where  (lores  and  neceffaries  for  fick  are  procured  with  difficulty.  There  is 
not  a barrel  of  rice  to  be  got  in  the  whole  town  and  the  fecond, 
dated  “November  nth,  1795,”' is  as  follows:  “ There  are  at  pre- 
fent  upwards  of  200  fick  of  thefe  vefiels  in  the  General  Hofpital, 
and  it  requires  no  fmall  exertion  to  furnifh  the  things  they  abfolutely 
want.” 

Now  if  a barrel  of  rice  could  not  be  purchafed  even  in  Cork,  the  firll 
fea  port  and  commercial  city  in  Ireland,  and  if  it  was  fo  difficult  and  required 
fuch  exertions  to  obtain  what  was  abfolutely  wanted  for  200  fick,  when  no 
event  had  happened  to  hinder  the  arrival  of  every  thing  with  which  that  city 
is  ufually  fupplied,  (and  even  of  much  more,  becaufe  it  had  been  generally 
known  for  fome  time  that  troops  were  gradually  collecting  there)  what  cer- 
tainty can  there  be  of  finding  adequate  fupplies  of  Medicines  and  Hofpital 
Stores  at  more  remote  and  lefs  confiderable  flations  ? So  much  for  the 
confiftency  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  “ his  great  experience  in  Army  Medical 
practice, *and  the  very  juft  reafonings  with  which  he  always  fupports  his 
opinions.”  However,  fince  the  Commiffioners  can  now  appeal  to  his  own 
authority  againft  himfelf,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  addition  of  Mr.  Young’s 
may  give  them  a little  more  confidence  in  their  own  judgment,  and  therefore 
I will  remind  them  of  his  letter  to  me,  written  on  the  20th  of  June,  1797, 
from  Martinique  (vid.  p.  74,)  in  which  he  begs  “ the  requifitions  to  be 
anfwered  as  foon  as  poffible  by  the  packets,  to  prevent  a neceflity  for  pur- 
chafing  them  in  this  country  at  an  enormous  price  and  of  his  prelfing  and 
exorbitant  demands  for  medicines,  not  only  in  the  Welt  Indies,  but  in  Egypt, 
which  furely  would  not  have  been  made  if  they  could  have  been  purchafed  on 
the  fpot.  A fimilar  inference  may  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Weir’s  letters  when 
at  St.  Domingo.  But  not  to  detain  my  readers  by  a needlefs  repetition  of 
proofs,  I fhall  content  myfelf  with  adducing  one  of  a decifive  nature  to 
dcmonflrate  the  utility  and  even  neceffity  of  foreign  depots  of  medicines, 
&c.  from  the  events  which  took  place  at  Gibraltar  in  1804.  As  a part  of 
my  correfpondence  on  this  fubjeft  could  not  be  found,  I wrote  for  infor- 
mation 
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mation  to  Dr.  Nooth,a  gentleman  of  great  refpeclability  and  experience, 
who  bad  fucceeded  the  late  Dr.  Morris  in  the  general  fuperintendance  of 
the  Britifti  Hofpital  Department  in  North  America,  during  the  American 
War,  and  was  in  that  fituation  at  Gibraltar  when  the  late  deftru&ive  fever 
prevailed  in  that  garrifon,  and  the  following  letter  which  he  wrote  in  anfwer 
to  mine,  wall,  I think,  decidedly  prove  every  thing  which  is  defirable  on 
this  fubjeft.  The  letter  is  as  follows. 

Purton,  near  Wootton  Baffett, 

tc  Dear  Sir,  19th  May  1808. 

cc  You  mud  without  doubt  recolle£l,  that  foon  after  my  arrival  at 
<e  Gibraltar  in  1803,  I reported  to  you  the  Hate  of  the  Medical  and  Pur- 
“ veyor’s  (lores  in  that  garrifon,  and  that  I obferved  to  you  that  it  was 
u requifite  that  Gibraltar  (hould  be  at  all  times  well  fupplied  with  fuch 
<c  (lores  ; as  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a depot  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops 
<c  at  that  pod,  and  for  fuch  other  troops  as  the  exigencies  of  the  fervice 
“ may  make  it  neceflary  to  employ  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  want  of 
“ fuch  a depot  had,  as  I underftood,  occafioned  fome  diftrefs  during  the 
“ late  war,  and  I therefore  thought  it  right  to  draw  your  attention  to  that 
“ circumflance,  efpecially  as  it  was  daily  expe&ed  at  that  time  that  hoftilities 
“ would  be  renewed  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  France.  In  confequence 
“ of' this  communication,  you  very  judicioufly,  in  my  opinion*  fent  an 
“ ample  fupply  of  Hofpital  (lores  to  Gibraltar,  fufficient  indeed  to  induce 
“ Sir  Thomas  Trigg,  our  Lieutenant  Governor  at  that  time,  to  report  to 
“ the  War  Office,  that  the  (lores  that  had  been  fent  were  in  a great 
<c  meafure  unneceffary.  Had  Sir  Thomas  Trigge,  however,  fpoken  to  me 
“ on  the  fubjedl,  I (hould  I believe,  have  convinced  him  that  the  exigen- 
tc  gencies  of  the  fervice  may  require  fo  ample  a fupply.  The  orders  that 
“ followed  the  (latement  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  you  mull  recol- 
“ lect  too  well  to  need  any  detail  of  them,  particularly  as  you  wrere  officially 
“ called  upon  to  give  your  reafons  for  your  conduft  refpetting  thole 
“ (lores. 

N 

“ The  explanation  that  was  then  given  by  you  was  not,  however,  con- 
“ hdered  as  altogether  fatisfadlory  at  home,  and  I was  accordingly  or- 
“ dered  to  fend  a certain  proportion  of  thefe  (lores  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
“ and  to  divide  the  remainder  betwixt  the  garrifon  of  Malta  and  Gibraltar. 
l<  But  as  no  opportunity  of  fending  (lores  to  the  Weft  Indies  occurred, 
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%(  none  of  courfe  were  fent  thither,  but  about  one  third  of  the  whole 
<£  was  fent  to  Malta  jull  before  the  appearance  of  the  Yellow  Fever  at 
“ Gibraltar. 

“ It  was,  in  my  opinion,  particularly  fortunate  that  there  was  no  poffi- 
“ bility  of  fulfilling  the  orders  from  the  War  Office  by  fending  flores  to 
“ the  Well  Indies,  for  the  Yellow  Fever  foon  occafioned  an  unufual 
“ demand  for  hofpital  (lores  and  medicines,  and  had  we  not  had  a very 
“ ample  fupply,  the  whole  of  the  garrifon,  and  likewife  the  inferior  orders 
“ amongll  the  inhabitants  would  have  buffered  much  more  than  they  really 
“ did  during  the  prevalence  of  that  fatal  epidemic  amongll  us.  The  Hof- 
“ pital  Department  was,  by  General  Orders,  called  upon  to  furnilh  every 
“ thing  that  was  neceffary,  fuch  as  tents,  bedding,  utenfils,  medicines,  &c. 
“ for  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  were  removed  and  encamped  on  the 
“ neutral  ground,  and  the  demands  for  the  regimental  fick  of  the  garrifon 
“ became  very  foon  enormous.  > 

“ It  fo  happened  at  this  time,  that  the  Barrack  Office  was  in  want  of 
“ bedding,  and  orders  were  given  to  the  Hofpital  Department  to  fupply 
“ the  wants  of  that  office,  and  as  the  Artillery  Stores  were  at  this 
“ time  very  badly  fupplied,  both  the  corps  of  artillery  and  artificers  were 
“ to  be  fupplied  with  every  thing  that  was  requifite  for  their  fick.  For- 
“ tunately  we  had  wherewithal  to  anfwer  thefe  numerous  demands  on 
“ our  department,  notwithftanding  the  great  and  necelfary  confumption, 
“ and  likewife  the  aflual  walle  which  our  fears  dictated,  and  which  the 
“ public  alarm  feemed  to  render  neceffary. 

“ Thefe  are  the  feveral  particulars  which  I at  prefent  recolle£l 
“ refpedting  the  Hofpital  Stores  to  which  you  allude  in  your  letter,  and 
“ I hope  they  will  prove  fatisfadlory.  Should  any  further  information  be 
“ thought  neceffary,  I fhall  be  ready  to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  to 
u fatisfy  you  on  this  occafion.  I am,  &c.” 

The  (tores  which  Sir  Thomas  Trigge  found  fo  inconvenient  whilft  they 
were  not  wanted,  had  been  fent  to  Gibraltar,  under  the  ufual  approbation 
and  authority  of  my  fuperiors,  which  has  accompanied  all  that  I have 
ever  done  in  fuch  matters  ; and  I certainly  do  not  think  it  neceflary  to 
fay  any  thing  more  in  juftification  of  myfelf,  nor  of  the  Government  in 
providing  againft  the  probable  wants  of  our  armies,  when  afting  againft 
the  enemy  in  climates  more  formidable  than  the  word  of  enemies,  and 
in  remote  fituations  where  there  can  be  no  certainty,  or  even  probability 
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of  obtaining  adequate  fupplies  by  cafual  purchafes,  though  at  enormous 
prices.  After  having  experienced,  during  fourteen  years,  die  numerous 
complaints  and  prefling  applications  which  have  been  fo  often  made  from 
abroad,  and  all  founded  upon  the  difficulty  and  even  impoflibility  of  pur- 
chafing  Hofpital  Stores  on  the  fpot,  I cannot,  without  ferious  apprehen- 
flons,  obferve  fo  much  inclination  towards  the  dangerous  fyftem  of  truft- 
ing  to  chance  for  fupplies  of  abfolute  neceffity,  though  the  adoption  of 
fuch  a fyftem  would  have  relieved  me  from  no  inconflderable  trouble,  as 
well  as  a heavy  load  of  refponfibility,  and  of  unmerited  cenfure.  Even 
now  a letter  is  juft  received  from  the  fenior  Medical  Officer  at  Barbadoes, 
dated  the  4th  April,  1808,  containing  thefe  words  : “My  fears  refpefting 
“ our  probable  want  of  medicines,  &c.  are  nowr  realifed.  The  London 
“ is  taken  and  burnt.”  It  afterwards  ftates  the  urgent  neceflity  of  imme- 
diately forwarding  a fupply  by  the  packet,  and,  after  deprecating  the  ne- 
ceflity of  making  purchafes  there,  fays,  “ that  with  the  utmoft  attention 
-<c  to  oeconomy  in  the  expenditure  of  medicines,  ftores,  &c.  fome  muff:  be 
“ purchafed  before  any  can  be  exp  eft  ed  to  arrive.”  Suck  confequences 
muff  always  be  expefted  from  too  much  parfimony  in  providing  articles 
of  indifpenflble  neceflity. 

ARTICLE  XXXVI.  Page  55,  of  Report. 

“ In  a return  from  the  Surgeon  General,  we  find,  that  there  were  four 
•“  of  the  Home  Depots  formed  by  order  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Com- 
“ manderin  Chief,  in  1798,  to  each  of  which  the  eftabliflnnent  confifted 
“ of  one  Phyflcian,  one  Surgeon,  one  Apothecary,  and  one  Deputy  Pur- 
“ veyor.  Thefe  were  difcontinued,  however,  in  1799.  But  in  1801, 
“ fourteen  new  Depots  were  formed  in  different  parts  of  England,  on  the 
“ recommendation  of  the  Surgeon  General.  At  three  of  them,  where 
there  were  alfo  General  Hofpital  Eftablifhments,  fome  one  or  more  of 
“ the  Officers  belonging  thereto  took  charge  of  them  : to  the  others  one 
“ Medical  Officer  was  attached.  All  thefe  Depots  were  difcontinued  on 
“ the  concluflon  of  peace,  by  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  In 
“ 1803  and  1804,  the  Surgeon  General  recommended  the  formation 
“ of  forty  Depots  in  England,  which  recommendation,  he  ftates,  was  ap- 
“ proved  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  Where  there  were  General 
Hofpital  Eftablifhments,  which,  as  we  have  before  noticed,  was  fome- 
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“ times  the  cafe,  at  places  where  there  were  no  Hofpitals,  the  Depots 
“ were  in  charge  of  the  officers  and  fervants  belonging  to  thofe  eda- 
“ bliffiments.  Other  Medical  Depots  were  under  the  Charge  of  Mefirs. 
“ Trotters.  The  remainder  had,  as  is  dated  in  the  Return,  ‘ a fufficient 
“ number  of  Medical  Officers  and  Servants  for  the  Duty but  the 
“ various  alterations  which  have  been  made  in  refpeft  of  the  Depots  did 
“ not  permit  the  Surgeon  General  to  give  a fpecific  return  -of  th.  ” The 
“ fame  caufe  would  probably  prevent  an  accurate  return  cf  the  expence 
“ of  the  tranfport  of  the  (lores  to  thefe  Depots,  and  of  the  rents,  &c. ; 
“ but  it  may  be  imagined  that  thefe  expences,  and  the  falaries  of  the  per- 
“ fens  employed  at  them,  could  not  but  have  been  of  very  great  amount. 

“ But  we  have  the  decifive  opinion  of  Dr.  Borland  on  the  impropriety  of 
“ the  formation  of  the  large  Depots  of  medicines  which  took  place  on 
“ the  expectation  ofinvafion  in  1803:  he  fays,  “ that  the  meafure  was 
“ unwife  and  unneceffary,  becaufe  every  town  in  the  kingdom  could 
“ have  furnifhed  the  required  fupply  of  thefe  articles.”  “Whether  he  be 
“ correft  in  this  opinion  or  not,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  he  alfo  dates, 
“ that  when  the  aftual  exigencies  of  the  fervice  required  it,  the  quantity 
“ wanted  might  have  been  eaftly  procured  from  London,  and  thereby 
“ the  great  expence  of  the  Depots,  and  the  great  lofs  from  the  wade  and 
“ peridiing  of  the  medicines  might  have  been  avoided.” 

Obs.  I am  now  to  fpeak  of  the  Depots  which  have  been  formed  at 
home 5 and  as  thefe  have  been  of  three  kinds,  id,  thofe  which  were 
edablifhed  as  a meafure  of  precaution  againd  an  invafion  of  the  country  ; 
sdly,  thofe  from  which  troops  were  to  receive  their  fupplies,  when  fent 
on  foreign  fervices  ; and,  thirdly,  thofe  which  fupplied  the  wants  of 
Regimentai  Hofpitals,  and  fometimes  the  immediate  wants  of  General 
Hofpitals,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  a brief  account  of  each  fort. 

The  Depots  dated  in  the  Report  to  have  been  edablifhed  in  1798, 
1801,  and  1803,  were  all  provided  againd  the  invafions  threatened  by  the 
enemy  in  each  of  thofe  years ; and,  in  apportioning  and  arranging  the 
medicines  and  dores  for  them,  future  .ceconomy  was  kept  in  fight 
not  lefs  than  the  immediate  object  for  which  they  were  intended.  The 
packages  were  of  moderate  fize,  capable  of  eafy  tranfport  and  embarka- 
tion, and  the  affortments  of  medicines  were  adapted  for  foreign  as  well  as 
for  domedic  dalions  $ and  drift  orders  were  given  that  their  contents 
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fhould  not  be  broken  in  upon,  except  in  cafe  of  actual  invafion,  or  of  di- 
rections from  the  Army  Medical  Board,  it  being  intended  that  they  fhould 
be  kept  entire  for  ufe  only  at  the  moment  of  emergency,  or  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  fending  the  whole  of  them,  or  fuch  parts  as  remained  uninjured, 
to  foreign  fervices,  whenever  it  fhould  be  deemed  no  longer  requifite  to 
keep  up  the  Depots  now  under  confideration.  From  the  mode  in  which 
the  Commiffioners  have  dated  the  formation  of  thefe  Depots,  many 
might  be  led  to  believe  that  the  recommendation  of  them  in  1801  and 
1803  had  originated  entirely  with  me,  and  even  to  think,  that  when  the 
Surgeon  General  recommends  numerous  and  expenfive  eflablifhments, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  and  Secretary  at  War  know  not  how  to  refufe 
him  their  fanCtion.  Such  an  idea,  however,  would  manifefUy  be  the 
greatefl  injuftice  to  the  vigilance  and  judgment  which  the  illuflrious  Prince 
at  the  head  of  the  Army,  as  well  as  the  diflinguifhed  characters  who  have 
fucceffively  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  at  War,  have  uniformly  fhewn,  in 
difeovering  and  providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Military  Service.  Of 
thefe  Depots,  the  greater  part  were  formed  in  confequence  of  direct 
orders  from  Head  Quarters,  (as  in  the  inftance  of  Seven  Oaks,  the  order 
for  forming  a Depot  at  which  place  for  20,000  men  has  been  already 
given  in  Appendix  No.  11.  E.  enclofure  a):  and  if  any  fuggeftions  of 
mine  led  to  the  formation  of  other  Depots,  thofe  fuggeftions  were  fuch 
as  in  no  degree  to  diminifh  the  merit  of  my  fuperiors  in  their  confideration 
and  final  decifion  on  the  meafures  I might  have  propofed.  An  inftance  of 
this  kind  occurs  in  a letter  addreffed  by  me  to  Mr.  Lewis,  Deputy  Se- 
cretary at  War,  on  the  1 6th  June,  1803,  which  concludes  with  the  fol- 
lowing paffage  : “ I have  enclofed  for  Mr.  York’s  information  a ftate- 
“ ment  of  the  interior  Depots  eflabliffied  during  the  lafl  war,  at  each  of 
“ which  a fmall  affortment  of  medicines,  under  the  charge  of  Hofpital 
“ Mates,  was  depofited  ; and  I requeft  to  be  honoured  with  inftructions 
“ whether  the  like  arrangement  be  deemed  advifeable  on  the  prefent  oc- 
“ cafion.” 

“ Return  of  the  interior  Depots  eftablifhed  lafl  war,  for  the  reception  of 
Medical  Stores. 


Bedford. 

Chelmsford. 

Colchefter. 


Chatham. 

C.heflerfield. 

Canterbnry. 


Newbury. 

Norwich. 

Wells.” 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Yorke  was  pleafed,  by  letter  of  the  1 8th  of  June  1803,  to  approve 
of  final  1 alfortments  of  medicines  being  fent  to  each  of  thefe  places  as 
depots.  Another  inftance  of  fuch  a fuggeltion  occurs  in  a letter,  written 
fix  days  afterwards,  on  the  22d  June  1803,  as  follows  : “ I have  the  honor 
“ to  tranfmit  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War  a return  of  the 
“ depots  to  which  Medical  Stores  have  been  or  are  about  to  be  fent,  to  be 
“ in  readinefs  for  eventual  fervice  ; and  I requeil  to  be  favoured  with 
“ inftrudtions  whether,  in  Mr.  Yorke’s  opinion,  which  is  founded  upon 
“ better  information  than  I can  polfefs  of  the  extent  of  our  armaments, 
“ this  diftribution  is  calculated  to  meet  every  polfible  exigency  of  the 
“ fervice,  or  whether  any  greater  fupply  fhould  be  got  in  readinefs.” 

If  thefe  be  <c  recommendations,”  they  are  furely  as  faint  as  any  that 
could  have  been  given  at  that  crifis,  and  fuch  as  they  are,  I might  have 
been  charged  with  grofs  negledt  of  duty  in  omitting  them,  efpecially  after 
it  had  been  intimated  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  the  Medical  Board  on  a recent  oc- 
cafion,  in  a letter  dated  the  23d  April  1803,  that  he  was  “ directed  to 
“ (late  in  very  explicit  terms  Mr.  Yorke’s  opinion  that  it  was  their  bound- 
“ en  duty,  jointly  and  feverally,  upon  the  delivery  of  His  Majefty’s  Mef- 
“ fage  to  Parliament,  to  have  taken  into  confideration  the  various  fervices 
“ which  might  fuddenly  create  demands  on  their  department,  and  to  have 
“ made,  or  at  lealt  propofed,  immediate  arrangements  to  fecure  a compli- 
“ ance  therewith,  inftead  of  waiting  to  be  called  upon  by  fuperior  autho- 
“ rity,  before  any  material  Heps  were  taken  for  that  purpofe.” 

It  will  not  be  conceived,  I hope,  that  in  giving  the  preceding  explanation 
I wifh  to  rid  myfelf  of  the  refponfibility  of  having  “ recommended” 
thefe  depots  ; on  the  contrary,  believing,  for  reafons  which  will  be  imme- 
diately given,  that  their  eftablifhment  was  a moil  wife  meafure,  there  is 
every  inducement  for  me,  if  I could  be  content  to  aifume  a merit  which 
belongs  to  others,  to  let  the  Public  fuppofe  that  I firlt  propofed  it.  But 
the  Public  cannot  require  to  be  told,  that  even  if  I had  in  truth  been  the 
original  propofer  of  the  depots,  the  refponfibility  for  that  meafure  would 
not  attach  to  me,  but  folely  to  my  Superiors  who  fandtioned  it ; and 
little  difcernment  therefore  is  neceflary  to  enable  the  reader  to  per- 
ceive that  the  cenfure,  which  is  apparently  bellowed  on  me,  is  in 
reality  aimed  at  them,  through  me.  The  mode  in  which  the  Com- 
miflioners  have  drawn  up  their  Report  concerning  the  Depots 
in  queltion  is  not  unworthy  of  notice.  In  the  very  firlt  fentence 
in  which  they  mention  them,  they  declare  their  doubts  as  to  the  “ propriety 
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of  the  forefight  with  which  they  were  formed.”  It  is  was  reafonably  to 
be  cxpedted  that  Gentlemen  who  had  a Report  to  make  to  the  Legiflaturc 
on  weighty  fubje&s  might  have  thought  it  right,  after  a doubt  of  fuch  a na- 
ture as  the  above  had  arifen  in  their  minds,  to  have  inquired  where  inqui- 
ries ought  to  have  been  made,  and  to  have  fifted  the  queftion  until  the 
doubt  was  either  confirmed  or  removed.  “ But,”  fay  the  Commiffioners, 
“ we  have  Dr.  Borland’s  decifive  opinion  on  the  impropriety  of  forming 
the  large  Depots  of  Medicines  on  the  expectation  of  invafion  in  1803  ;” 
and  having  thus  recollected  his  decifion,  that  “ the  meafure  was  unwife 
and  unneceffary,”  they  appear  to  have  deemed  all  farther  enquiry 
ufelefs,  even  from  me  who  am  Hated  to  have  recommended  it,  and 
who  might,  therefore,  in  candour,  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  fome 
reafons  for  taking  that  ftep  with  which  Dr.  Borland  might  not  have 
been  made  acquainted.  I ffiall  not  advert  to  the  modeft  confidence  which 
this  gentleman  difplays  in  condemning  the  acts  of  the  Government  which 
he  was  and  is  ferving.  But  as  it  is  ufually  found  that  thofe  who  are  moll 
forward  to  give  “ decifive  opinions”  on  public  meafures,  are  the  Ieaft  in- 
formed concerning  the  motives  of  them,  I may  exprefs  my  furprife  and 
regret  that  the  Commiffioners  ffiould  have  fought  no  other  opinion  but  his, 
about  the  expediency  of  the  Depots ; and  that  difbelieving  or  doubting, 
as  they  evidently  do,  his  voluntary  affertion  upon  oath  “ that,  in  a time  of 
invafion,  every  town  in  the  kingdom  would  have  furniffied  the  requifite 
fupplies”  for  the  fick  and  wounded,  they  ffiould,  neverthelefs,  have 
been  fo  readily  convinced  of  the  advantage  of  leaving  the  army  to  the  pre- 
carious and  fcanty  fupply  of  inferior  or  damaged  medicines  from  the  ffiops 
of  country  Druggifls.  In  times  of  plenty  and  quiet  the  medicines  and 
ftores  provided  for  the  army  require  many  weeks  for  their  preparation,  af- 
fortment,  and  difpofal,  into  chefts  and  divifions  ; and  when  all  this  has  been 
accompliffied  with  every  diligence,  fome  further  time  is  necefiary  for  con- 
veyance to  their  refpeClive  dellinations  ; yet  the  Commiffioners  appear  to 
believe,  and  they  repeat  the  oracular  affertion  of  Dr.  Borland,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  confufion  which  the  landing  of  the  enemy  mud  have  occafioned, 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  procuring  horfes  and  waggons  at  fuch  a moment, 
and  the  impoffibility  of  tranfporting  the  ftores  with  thofe  horfes  and  wag- 
gons, where  the  roads  had  been  rendered*  impaffable  for  other 
military  purpofes,  “ that  when  the  aftual  exigencies  of  the  fcrvice  required 
it,  the  quantity  wanted  might  have  been  eafily  procured  from  London.” 
Such  decifive  opinions  refute  themfelves. 
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The  Depots  formed  in  1801  were  kept  up  until  the  peace  .was  made  in 
the  fame  year  ; and  thofe  formed  in  1803  until  1805,  when  the  probability 
of  an  invafion,  and  with  it  the  necelfity  of  thofe  eftabliffiments,  gradually 
ceafed ; and  therefore  I deemed  it  my  duty  to  fugged,  from  time  to  time, 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  advantages  of 
reducing  them,  of  employing  the  Medical  Officers  attached  to  them  on 
other  Services,  and  of  removing  the  medicines  and  ftores  which  they  con- 
tained, to  the  Depots,  which  I am  immediately  to  fpeak  of,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  appropriated  to  the  equipment  of  fuch  troops  as  were  oc- 
cafionally  fent  on  expeditions,  which  meafures  they  were  pleafed  to 
fanftion.  Several  communications  on  this  fubj eft  are  given  in  the  Ap-  App.  No.  17. 
pendix  ; and  from  thefe  it  will  be  feen  that  the  whole  expence  attending 
the  formation  of  thefe  Depots,  which  would  have  been  of  incalculable 
utility  in  the  hour  of  need,  was  ultimately  confined  to  the  mere  carriage 
of  their  fbores  from  London  to  the  places  at  which  they  were  formed,  and 
of  their  fubfequent  carriage  to  the  Depots  for  foreign  fervice  ; to  the 
very  moderate  expence  of  florehoufes  for  them ; and  to  the  falaries  of 
the  Medical  Officers  who  had  the  charge  of  them ; which  falaries  were 
confiderably  lefs  than  it  might  be  fuppofed  from  the  Report,  becaufe  no 
new  appointments  were  made  on  their  account  on  the  Hofpital  Staff,  but 
many  of  the  Officers  were  taken  from  Half-Pay,  and  therefore  received 
only  the  difference  between  that  and  Full-Pay  ; and  others  of  thofe  Officers 
would  have  been  retained  on  Full-Pay,  to  be  ready  for  fervice,  even  if 
thefe  Depots  had  not  been  formed. 

The  fecond  fort  of  Depots  were  thofe  at  which  Hofpital  Stores  have 
been  kept  for  the  purpofe  of  fitting  out  troops  ordered  on  foreign  fer- 
vice. The  neceffity  of  elfablifhments  of  this  nature  was  not  much  felt  till 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1800,  or  the  beginning  of  1801 ; and  this  ne- 
ceffity arofe  chiefly  from  the  following  caufes  : Firft,  quantities  of  medi- 
cines and  Purveyor’s  Stores,  which  had  been  brought  back  from  va- 
rious expeditions  and  fervices,  had  accumulated  at  different  fea-ports, 
and  particularly  at  Gofport,  and  required  to  be  examined,  felefted, 
and  claffed  before  they  could  again  be  brought  into  ufe. 

Secondly,  The  extreme  inconvenience  to  which  fome  armaments  had 
been  fubjefted  by  having  been  fent  on  fervice  with  fcanty  fupplies  of 
Medical  Stores,  the  fuddennefs  with  which  they  were  ordered  and  dif- 
patched  having  rendered  it  impoffible  to  prepare  and  put  up  the  requifite 
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medicines  and  ftores.  Thirdly,  Occafional  complaints  from  the  Chief 
Medical  Officers  on  foreign  ftations  of  delay  at  home,  in  complying  with 
their  requifitions  for  medicines,  &c.  which  delay  arofe  from  the  time 
confumed  in  preparing  them,  and  might  have  been  obviated  by  having 
a certain  ftock  of  the  required  articles  already  prepared . 

For  thefe  reafons  it  was  determined  that  affortments  of  medicines  and 
Purveyor’s  ftores  ffiould  be  made  and  kept  at  convenient  places  to  be 
ready  for  emergencies  ; and  as  great  diftrefs  had  arifen  in  fome  inftanees 
from  the  whole  of  the  Medical  Supplies  having  been  flipped  in  one 
veffel  and  from  that  veffel’s  not  having  reached  her  deftination,  it  was 
alfo  determined  that  fmall  divifions,  containing  an  affortment  of  thofe 
articles  which  would  fuffice  for  500  men  during  twelve  months,  according 
to  the  bell  calculation  that  paft  experience  enabled  me  to  make,  ffiould  be 
formed,  and  thefe  were  afterwards  ordered  to  be  flipped  in  due  propor- 
tions on  board  of  different  veffels,  in  order  that  the  troops  ffiould  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  leaf;  poffible  rifk  of  diftrefs  from  accidents  happening  to  the 
veffels  freighted  with  Hofpital  Stores.  Depots  of  this  kind  have  been 
formed  at  York  Hofpital,  at  Gofport,  at  Plymouth,  and  Falmouth  ; but 
the  only  places  at  which  they  now  exift  are  York  Hofpital,  and  Por- 
chefter  Caftle  near  Portfmouth  j at  the  former  of  thefe  Depots  it  has  been 
ordered  that  medicines  for  1 0,000  men  ffiould  always  be  kept,  and  at 
the  latter  Medicines  and  Purveyor’s  ftores  for  20,000  men. 

The  laft  fpecies  of  Depots  to  be  mentioned,  are  thofe  which  were 
inftituted  in  every  diftrict  during  the.  expectation  of  invafton  in  1803, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  medicines  which  Regimental  Surgeons 
might  ftand  in  need  of  from  time  to  time.  Their  eftabliffiment  was 
originally  recommended  by  the  prefent  Infpector  General  of  Army 
App.No.  17.  Hofpitals,  for  the  reafons  ftated  in  the  documents  given  in  the  Appendix. 

The  neceffity  for  them  was  of  a temporary  nature,  and  they  were  difcon- 
tinued  when  it  ceafed  to  exift. 

After  this  account  of  the  feveral  kinds  of  Depots  which  have  exifted 
at  home  from  179S  until  the  prefent  time,  and  of  the  confiderations  which 
led  to  the  eftabliffiment  of  each  kind,  I fubmit  to  the  reader  whether  or 
not  the  Commiffioners  have  had  reafonable  grounds  for  afferting  that  the 
Depots  at  home  have  been  formed  “ with  a forefight  of  which  the  pro- 
priety  is  very  doubtful.” 
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ARTICLE  XXXVII,  Page  56  and  60  of  Report. 

“ The  confequence  of  this  meafure  has  been,  that  there  is  now  in  (lore 
“ at  the  two  Depots  at  Chelfea  and  Porchefler  Caftle  fuch  a quantity  of 
“ Medicines,  Inftruments,  and  Materials  of  all  kinds,  as  it  will  be  difficult  to 
“ difpofe  of  advantageoufly.  The  lofs  which  has  already  occurred,  from 
“ injury  to  the  articles  appears,  from  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  evidence,  to  be  very 
“ confiderable  at  Porchefler  Caftle. 

“We  wifhed  to  have  given,  generally,  intelligible  accounts  of  the  quan- 
“ tides  now  in  flore  at  the  Depots  we  have  named,  and  at  that  in  the  Ifle 
“ of  Wight ; but  as  the  greater  part  of  the  articles  are  what  are  called 
“ * loofe,’  (i.  e.  not  arranged  according  to  certain  proportions  or  numbers 
“ of  men,)  this  could  fcarcely  be  done.  We  have  given,  however,  in  the 
“ Appendix,  an  abftraft  of  the  medical  flores  at  the  York  Hofpital ; and 
“ it  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  Apothecary  of  that  hofpital,  that 
“ there  are  in  it  two  divifions  complete  for  2500  men  each,  and  that, 

“ with  fome  little  affiftance  from  the  army  elaboratory,  they  could  compleat 
“ feveral  other  divifions.  (App.  No.  55,  of  Report.) 

“ Dr.  M‘Grigor  flates,  that  at  Porchefler  Caflle  depot  there  are  medi- 
“ cines  fufficient  for  about  30,000  men,  and  Purveyor’s  flores  for  a much 
“ greater  number. 

“ The  return  from  the  Ifle  of  Wight  ffiewed  very  large  quantities  alfo  j 
“ but  we  cannot  pretend  to  flate  for  how  many  men  they  may  be 
“ calculated. 

“ With  refpect  to  the  medicines  and  other  articles  now  in  flore,  or 
“ which  may  be  hereafter  returned  to  it  from  expeditions,  the  objeft  ffiould 
“ be  that  they  be  difpofed  of,  or  applied,  before  others  are  ordered  from 
“ the  elaboratory.  With  this  view  the  requifitions  of  Regimental  Surgeons, 

“ when  approved,  fhould  be  executed  at  the  Porchefler  and  York  Depots, 

“ as  well  as  the  requifitions  from  abroad,  and  for  expeditions.  This  re- 
“ commendation  applies  to  medicines,  and  to  what  arecalledmaterials,onIy.” 

Oes.  The  fubfequent  article  which  refers  chiefly  to  the  quantity  of  in- 
ftruments in  flore,  will  neceffarily  embrace  the  fubjedl  of  flores  ; and  will, 
at  the  fame  time,  explain  their  accumulation.  That  injury  mull  have  been 
fuflained  by  them  from  keeping,  and  from  their  frequent  removals,  is  not 
to  be  difputed,  and  was  to  be  expetted  ; and  here  I beg  to  refer  to  a letter 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  of  the  7th  November,  App.  No.  18. 
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1807,  in  confcquence  of  obfervations  made  by  the  Lords  of  the  Trc-afury 
on  the  fubjeft  of  damages  at  Porchefler.  But  if  it  has  been  {hewn  that  the 
meafure  of  eflablifhing  Depots  was  neither  “ unwife  nor  unneceflary,”  but 
was  a meafure  of  State,  dictated  by  the  wifdom  and  forefight  of  an  admini- 
ftration  certainly  more  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  nature  and  neceffities 
of  the  important  crifis  to  which  we  have  referred  than  Dr.  Borland,  on 
whofe  decifive  opinion  the  Commiffioners  have  fo  much  relied,  it  will  then 
be  readily  acknowledged  that  both  the  accumulation  and  the  damages  have 
refulted  from  the  nature  of  the  caufes  that  gave  rife  to  the  Depots,  and  not 
from  any  want  of  attention,  vigilance,  or  oeconomy  in  the  Medical  De- 
partment. 

When  Dr.  M'Grigor  gave  his  evidence,  or  wrote  his  ftatement  as  a 
fequel  to  his  evidence,  concerning  the  Hofpital  Stores  in  the  Depot  at 
Porchefler  Caftle,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Military  Commiffioners,  there 
were  in  that  Depots  Divifions  of  Medicines  calculated  for  29,000  men, 
not  30,000  as  he  flates,  which  is  a provifion  for  9000  men  beyond  the 
regular  one;  and  if  Dr.  McGrigor  had  mentioned  the  unavoidable  caufes 
of  this  excels,  he  would  have  removed  all  ground  of  cenfure  upon  me. 
The  excefs  of  this  Depot  was,  however,  nearly  counterbalanced  by  the 
deficiency  which  exifted  at  that  very  time  at  York  Hofpital,  where  the  pro- 
vifion was  only  for  5000,  inflead  of  1 0,000  men,  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 
This  account  of  the  Purveyor’s  Stores  at  Porchefler  Caftle  is  ilill  lefs 
correct ; for  by  a return  now  before  me  from  MefTrs.  Trotter,  it  appears 
that  the  flores  in  Depot  there  were  only  for  26,500  men,  i.  e.  for  6500 
men  beyond  the  complement,  and  that  the  provifion  of  thofe  flores  in  the 
London  Depot  was  below  the  complement. 

The  “ very  large  quantities  ” of  Hofpital  Stores  Hated  to  be  at 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  had  been  lent  thither  by  Dr.  Borland  on  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  Gofport  Hofpital  ; but  as  flore-room  could  not  be  procured  for 
them  at  the  Depot  Hofpital,  they  were  afterwards  removed  to  Porchefler 
Caflle,  and  will  immediately  be  accounted  for. 

The  difficulty  of  difpofing  advantageoufly  of  the  fuppofed  exceffive 
quantity  of  Hofpital  Sores,  has  not  been  fo  great  as  the  Commiffioners 
have  apprehended ; for,  in  confequence  of  the  fupplies  furniffied  to 
various  expeditions,  there  are  now,  (June  1808,)  at  Porchefler  Caflle, 
notwithflanding  the  addition  of  the  above  flores  brought  from  the  Ifie  of 
.Wight,  medicines  for  only  16,500  men,  and  there  are  none  at  York  Hof- 
pital, (though  medicines  for  7500  men  are  on  their  way  thither  from  the 
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former  Depot;  and  the  quantity  of  Purveyor’s  Stores  has  been  reduced 
in  like  manner ; from  which  ftatement  it  will  appear  that  the  prefent 
flock  of  Hofpital  Stores  is  confiderably  lefs  than  that  which 
Government  has  for  fome  years  deemed  it  expedient  to  provide,  and  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  reprefent  this  deficiency  to  the  Secretary  at 
War. 

With  refpeft  to  the  laft  paragraph  of  this  article,  the  objedt  which  the 
Commifiioners  have  in  view  and  which  they  appear  to  fuggefl,  is  the  pre- 
cife  objedl  which  I have  conflantly  purfued,  and  the  exadt  pradtice 
which  was  adopted  and  has  been  followed  by  me  from  the  firlt  formation 
of  Depots  to  the  prefent  moment. 

ARTICLE  XXXVIII.  Page  56  and  60,  of  Report. 

“ But  the  quantity  ofinflruments  in  (lore  is  much  more  difproportion- 
“ ate  to 'the  probable  wants  of  the  Army  than  the  quantity  of  medicines 
<e  or  Purveyor’s  llores.  At  the  York  Hofpital  Depot  there  w'ere  on  the 
“ 23d  March  1807,  upwards  of  800  full  and  portable  fets  of  what  are 
“ called  “ Capital  Inftruments,”  with  upwards  of  1,300  “ full  and 
“ fmall  fets  of  Pocket  Inftruments.”  At  the  Depot  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight 
“ there  are  alfo  fome  inftruments  ; and  at  the  Porchefter  Caftle  Depot, 
“ Dr.  M‘Grigor  believes  there  were,  in  July  1807,  above  300  fets  of 
“ Capital  Inftruments,  together  with  many  loofe  articles  of  Inftruments. 
« In  October  1807,  Mr.  Keate  tranfinitted  an  account  of  Inftruments 
“ belonging  to  the  Public,  in  which  it  appeared  that  794  fets  of  Capitals 
“ and  Portables  were  then  in  ftore,  and  that  604  fets  were  then  on  fer- 
«•  vice.  We  fliall  make  no  obfervation  on  the  mode  in  which  Mr.  Keate 
“ propofes  to  difpofe  of  the  Inftruments  in  ftore,  but  refer  to  the  docu- 
“ ment  in  the  Appendix. 

“ It  is  remarkable  that,  notwithftanding  Inftruments  to  the  value  of 
“ eighteen  thoufand  pounds  were  provided  in  1801  and  1802,  at  the 
“ clofe  of  the  laft  war,  and  for  which  it  may  therefore  be  prefumed  there 
•*  could  have  been  little  immediate  ufe,  Inftruments  for  which  nearly 
“ eighteen  thoufand  pounds  more  was  charged,  were  provided  in  1803, 
«c  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  prefent  war.  We  obferve  too,  that  the  charge 
“ for  the  repair  of  Inftruments  in  the  fame  year,  amounts  to  one  thoufand 
« four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  We  conclude,  therefore,  on  both  ac- 
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« counts,  that  the  quantity  of  Inflruincnts  in  (lore  in  that  year  muft  have 
“ been  very  confiderable.  Yet  it  appears  that  fince  thus  period  above  ioo 
« full  fets  of  Capital,  and  above  500  Portable  fets  of  Capital  Inftruments, 

“ have  been  provided  for  the  public  fervice. 

“ In  anfwer  to  our  enquiries  on  this  fubjeft,  the  Surgeon  General 
“ Hates,  that  ‘ in  1804,  400  fets  were  fpecially  ordered  by  the  Infpeclor 
“ General  for  the  Volunteers,  which  were  of  a different  description  from 
“ thofe  appropriated  for  Foreign  Service:  and  as  the  removal  of  the 
“ number  of  Inftruments  in  ftore  would  have  rendered  the  divifions  and 
“ chefts  incomplete  for  fervice,  it  was  judged  more  proper  to  leave  the 
“ divifions  complete,  as  the  orders  exprefs.’  He  further  adds,  that  ‘ a 
“ double  proportion  of  Inftruments  Should  always  be  in  ftore  ; for  if  50 
“ fets  on  Foreign  Stations  require  repair,  50  more  muft  be  fent  and  re- 
“ ceived  before  the  others  can  be  returned ; and  he  obferves,  that  Inftru- 
“ ments  requments  require  much  time  in  their  completion,  and  that  they 
“ cannot  be  properly  repaired  but  in  London.’ 

“ The  difpofal  of  the  immenfe  quantity  of  Inftruments  in  ftore  is 
« ftill  to  be  conftdered.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Young,  as  well  as  of 
“ Doftors  Borland  and  M‘Grigor  all  of  whom  havea&edin  the  fituations 
“ both  of  Regimental  and  Staff'  Surgeons,  that  the  Staff  as  well  as  the 
“ Regimental  Surgeons  Should  provide  their  own  Inftruments.  The 
“ objection  which  the  Surgeon  General  makes  to  fuch  a propofition  is 
“ that  the  pay  of  the  Staff  Surgeon  is  not  adequate  to  the  expence  of  it. 
“ But  this  objection  would  apply  more  ftrongly  in  the  cafe  of  the 
“ Regimental  Surgeon  ; for,  until  he  has  ferved  20  years  in  the  army,  his 
“ pay  is  lefs  than  that  of  the  Staff  Surgeon.  It  is  our  recommendation, 
“ therefore,  that  the  Staff  Surgeons  fhould,  in  future,  provide  their  own 
“ inftruments,  which  they  fhould  be  permitted  to  purchafe  from  the 
“ publick  ftores,  as  long  as  any  remain,  at  a reduced  price,  perhaps  two- 
“ thirds  of  the  price  charged  by  a cutler  for  fuch  articles.  A provifion 
“ for  the  Infpecfion  and  taking  care  of  the  Staff  Surgeons’  inftruments 
“ might  be  made,  fimilar  to  that  for  thofe  of  Regimental  Surgeons,  which, 
“ as  we  learn  from  Dr.  McGrigor,  has  been  completely  effectual. 

“ Another  part  of  the  inftruments  might  be  difpofed  of  on  the  fame 
“ terms  of  Hofpital  Mates,  on  their  promotion  to  be  Afhftant  Surgeons. 
“ But  fome  muft  be  retained  for  a fupply  occafionally  of  a few  fets  to 
“ expeditions,  as  a provifion  againft  accidents  that  may  happen  to  thofe 

“ in 
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“ in  the  poflfeffion  of  the  Surgeons.  A very  long  period,  however,  will 
“ elapfe,  if  Dr.  M‘Grigor’s  idea  be  correft,  before  the  quantity  of  in- 
“ flruments  now  in  {lore  can  be  exhaufted  in  methods  which  we  have  pro- 
tc  pofed  for  the  difpofal  of  them  ; but  if  no  more  are  to  be  provided  by 
“ the  Apothecary  General,  the  faving  to  the  Publick  fo  far  will  not  be  in- 
“ confiderable.” 

Obs.  With  refpecl  to  the  accumulation  of  inftruments  at  Porchefter 
Caftle  and  York  Hofpital,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  {hew  that  it  arofe  from 
the  nature  and  neceflity  of  the  fervice,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  avoided. 
To  prove  that  fome  attention  has  always  been  paid  to  the  quantity  in  {lore, 
to  their  prefervation  and  fubfequent  appropriation,  I beg  to  ftate,  that  in 
November  1S02,  during  a period  of  peace,  when  a great  quantity  of  medi- 
cines, inftruments,  and  {lores  had  been  collected  at  Gofport  Hofpital,  in 
confequence  of  thofe  returned  from  Foreign  Services,  efpecially  from 
Holland  and  Egypt,  and  when  it  was  not  believed  that  any  great  quan- 
tities would  be  fuddenly  required,  all  the  inftruments  at  that  Depot,  after  re- 
taining a few  fets  for  the  immediate  ufes  of  the  Hofpital,  were  fent,  by  my 
order,  to  York  Hofpital,  amounting  in  number  to  163  full  fets,  and  229 
fets  of  portable  capital  inftruments  j and  were  there  infpe&ed  by  a Medical 
Board,  affifted  by  the  maker,  Mr.  Stodart ; after  which  it  was  ordered  that 
the  whole  Ihould  be  put  in  the  beft  poflible  ftate  ; and  that,  repairs  being 
made  and  deficiencies  fupplied  where  neceflary,  they  Ihould  then  be  depofited 
at  York  Hofpital,  to  be  kept  in  readinefsfor  future  demands  of  the  fervice. 
Until  the  receipt  of  thefe  inftruments  there  had  been  very  few  in  {lore  at 
York  Hofpital ; for  thofe  which  were  charged  by  the  Apothecary  General 
in  1 80 z had  been  fent  on  Foreign  Services,  whence  they  had  been  re- 
turned  and  depofited  at  Gofport. 

Early  in  1 803,  when  apprehenfions  were  entertained  of  a renewal  of  the 
war,  and  when  orders  -were  given  to  fend  to  all  the  Foreign  Stations  a fup- 
ply  of  medical  (lores,  as  a provifion  againft  any  fudden  emergencies,  no  new 
articles,  either  of  medicines  or  inftruments,  were  ordered  from  the  Apothe- 
cary General,  except  to  make  up  deficiencies,  until  thofe  in  {lore  were  ex- 
pended. Accordingly,  in  March  1803,  from  the  returned  {lores  at  Gof- 
port, 22  divifions  of  medicines  were  ordered  to  be  put  up  for  Foreign 
fejvice,  the  inftruments  for  which  were  fupplied  from  York  Hofpital  ; 
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divifionsfor  Foreign  fervice  were  alfo  put  up  at  York  Hofpital  from  the 
loofe  /lores  ; for  which,  of  courfe,  no  new  inftruments  were  provided,  and- 
ten  divisions  were  made  up  in  like,  manner  at 'Plymouth.  The  loofe  /lores 

at  all  the  hofpitals  being  thus  far  difpofed  of,  in  forming  46  divifions  for  Fo- 
reign fervice,  it  became  necelfary  to  refort  to  the  Apothecary  General  for  a 
fre/h  fupply,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  Depots  for  Foreign  fervice,  (accord- 
ing to  the  /landing  orders)  and  for  other  contingencies  ; and  he  was,  there- 
fore, directed  in  May  16th,  1803,  to  put  up  16  divifions  of  medicines,  but 
without  inftruments  ; and  on  the  24th  he  was  directed  to  put  up  20  divifions 
more,  alfo  without  inftruments.  8 2 Divifions  were  thus  fupplied  ; each, 
with  one  fet  of  full  and  one  fet  of  portable  capital  inftruments  from  the 
/lores  at  York  Hofpital.  Befides  which,  a magazine  cheft  of  medicines  and 
materials,  containing  one  full  fet  of  capital  inftruments,  with  a mixed 
a/fortment  of  all  articles  that  are  thought  necelfary  for  a fmall  detachment 
of  an  army  ; and  two  portable  Surgical  field  cliefts,  for  the  ufe  of  ftaff  and 
other  Surgeons  in  the  field,  or  in  flying  hofpitals,  were  attached  to  each  di- 
vifion  of  medicines  for  500  men.  Thefe  82  divifions,  with  the  attached 
chefts,  (of  which  36  were  immediately  /hipped  for  Foreign  ftations,)  took 
from  the  /lore  at  York  Hofpital  1 64  full  fets,  and  246  portable  fets  of  capi- 
tal inftruments  ; which,  at  once,  accounts  for  more  than  the  number  of 
inftruments  fent  from  Gofport  in  November  and  December,  1 802.  Other 
divifions  were  then  required  for  thofe  Depots  which  were  ordered  to  be 
eftabli/hed  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  fervice  in  cafe  of  Invafion  ; and  with 
thefe  the  ufual  proportion  of  inftruments  was  neceftarily  ordered. 

The  return  in  the  Appendix  /hews  the  diftribution  of  107  fuch  divi- 
fions, which  were  fent  by  the  Apothecary  General  to  1 7 out  of  the  40  De- 
pots of  1803  ; and  this  will  account  for  107  of  the  full  capitals,  and  107 
of  the  portables  fupplied  by  the  Apothecary  General  in  1803.  The  chefts 
attached  to  thefe  divifions  were  not  magazines,  as  to  thofe  for  Foreign 
fervice,  but  cafes  of  extra  Surgical  articles,  (in  each  of  which  was  contained 
one  full  fet  of  capital  inftruments,)  and  thefe  were  not  attached  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  each  divifion ; but  a certain  number  was  fent  to  each 
Depot,  and  the  portable  Surgical  field  chefts  were  fent  in  the  fame  manner. 
By  this  difpofition  it  will  be  feen  that,  of  the  former,  upwards  of  60,  and 
of  the  latter,  upwards  of  150,  were  diftributed  among  the  feventeen  De- 
pots named  in  the  Appendix  laft  referred  to.  Befides  thefe  Depots, 

there 
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there  were  23  others,  making  up  the  number  of  40  (named  in  Appendix, 

No.  71.  of  Report,)  which  were  fupplied  from  York  Hofpital,  and  from 
the  Apothecary  General,  with  divifions  of  medicines  and  inftruments,  and 
alfo  with  the  attached  chefts  and  cafes  containing  inftruments  as  before 
mentioned,  and  particularly  with  the  field  chefts  containing  the  portable 
fets  of  inftruments.  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  thefe  23  fmaller  Depots  did 
not  all  fubfift  at  the  fame  time;  but  they  were  all  eftablifhed  at  one  time  or 
other,  according  to  circumftances,  the  ftores  being  transferred  as  was 
thought  neceflary.  Among  thefe  23  Depots,  there  were  diftributed, 
fpeaking  generally,  about  15  divifions  of  medicines,  (each  containing,  as 
I have  already  mentioned,  one  fet  of  Full,  and  one  fet  of  Portable,  Ca- 
pital Inftruments,)  and  about  20  field  chefts,  each  provided  with  a fet 
of  Portable  Inftruments. 

In  addition  to  thefe  arrangements,  which  were  deftined  for  the  regular 
army  and  for  the  Militia,  in  cafe  of  invafion,  400  fets  of  Portable  Inftru- 
ments were  efpecially  ordered  for  the  ufe  of  the  Surgeons  of  Volunteer 
Corps. 

It  has  been  ftated  in  a preceding  Article  (No.  35.)  that  in  the  year  1 80 5, 
when  the  danger  of  invafion  had  fubfided,  I propofed  to  apply  the  divi- 
fions of  medicines,  &c.  lodged  at  the  above  Depots,  to  fupply  the  troops 
which  were  occafionally  fent  on  Foreign  Service  ; and  that  this  meafure 
was  approved  of  by  my  Superiors,  and  gradually  executed  ; but  it  was  ftill 
deemed  neceflary  to  provide  the  diftrifts  named  in  the  Schedule  given  in  the  App.No.  19. 
Appendix,  with  a frefh  flock  of  medicines  and  ftores,  which  included  40 
fets  of  full  Capital,  and  40  fets  of  Portable  Inftruments,  and  this  I was 
accordingly  direfled  to  do  ; and  not  long  after  I received  orders  to  pro- 
vide and  to  keep  in  readinefs  for  immediate  embarkation,  Flofpital  Stores  for 
50,000  men,  in  addition  to  the  quantities  ordered  to  be  kept  conftantly 
for  30,000  at  Gofport  and  York  Hofpital  Depots  ; which  order,  it  wall  be 
feen  by  the  letter  of  the  Army  Medical  Board,  dated  21ft  November 
1805,  given  in  the  Appendix,  that  lobeyed.  In  confequence  of  thefe  App.No.  19. 
dire&ions  I found  it  neceflary  to  apply  to  the  Apothecary  General  for  40 
new  fets  of  full  Capital  Inftruments,  and  for  the  fame  number  of  Port- 
able. „ 

I beg  leave  to  fubjoin  the  following  table,  in  order  to  exhibit  concifel/ 
the  whole  number  of  Inftruments  which  were  in  ftore  at  the  beginning  of  the 

war, 


# 
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war,  the  appropriation  of  them,  and  the  number  of  new  fets  ordered  for 
particular  fervices. 

Old  Instruments. 

C»pitaL  PcHlWrs. 

Nov.  and  Dec.  1802.  Received  at  YorkHofpital  from  Gof- 

port  Hofpital  - - 163  229 

Capitals  Portables. 

March  1803.  22  Divifions  of  Medicines,  made  up 

at  Gofport  Hofpital,  were  fup- 
plied  from  York  Hofpital  with  22  22 

14  Divifions,  made  up  at  York  Hof- 

pital,  and  thence  fupplied  with  14  14 

10  Divifions,  made  up  at  Plymouth, 
and  fupplied  from  York  Hofpi- 
tal with  - - - 10  10 

■ '■  ■ % " 11 
46  46  46 

x 6 Divifions,  ordered  from  the  Apo- 
thecary General, provided  from 
Y ork  Hofpital  with  - 16  16 

20  Divifions  alfo  ordered  from  the 
Apothecary  General,  and  pro- 
vided from  York  Hofpital  with  20  20 

82  82  82 

82  Magazine  Chefls  attached,  one  to 
each  of  the  above  Divifions, 
and  fupplied  from  Y ork  Hofpi- 
tal with  - - 82  0 

164  Portable  Surgical  Field  C.hefts, 

• two  of  which  were  attached  to 
each  Divifion,and  fupplied  from 
York  Hofpital  with  - - o 164 

164  246  . 


May  1 6th 
24 


New 
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New  Instruments  provided  by  the  Apothecary  General. 


June, &c.  1803.  107  Divifions  diflributed  among  17  Depots, 


Capitals  Portables. 


each  containing  one  Set  of  Capitals, 
and  one  Set  of  Portables 

107 

107 

Do. 

60  Cafes  of  extra  Surgical  Articles  fent 

to  the  above  Depots,  each  contain- 
ing one  Set  of  Capitals 

60 

0 

Do. 

150  Portable  Surgical  Field  Chefls,  each 

containing  one  Set  of  Portables  - 

0 

150 

1804. 

Ordered  for  the  Surgeons  of  Volunteer 

Corps  - 

0 

400 

May  1805. 

40  Diflrict  referve  Supplies,  each  contain- 

ing  one  Set  of  Capitals,  and  one 
Set  of  Portables 

40 

40 

Nov.  1805. 

Ordered  in  part  of  a Supply  for  an 

Army  of  50,000  Men 

40 

40 

247 

737 

Old  Inflruments  furnifhed  from  York  Hofpital 

164 

246 

411 

983 

From  the  preceding  explanations,  it  will,  I trufl,  be  evident,  that  there 
was  no  inattention  to  oeconomy  on  my  part  in  the  firft  difpofal  of  the  in- 

flruments  which 

were  in  Itore  at  the  commencement  of  the 

war, 

and 

that  no  new  inflruments  were  provided  until  thefe  had  been  appropriated 
to  particular  fervices  and  farther  fupplies  were  confidered  as  absolutely 
neceffary.  The  breaking  up  of  the  40  Depots,  and  the  returns  of  Medical 
Stores  from  Foreign  Expeditions,  efpecially  from  Hanover  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1806,  will  account  for  the  accumulation  which  is  now  cenfured  by 
the  Commiflioners,  and  prove  that  this  accumulation  has  been  produced 
by  circumftances  which  in  no  refpedl  depended  upon  me,  and  cannot 
therefore  juflly  be  laid  to  my  charge. 

“ The  difpofal  of  the  immenfe  quantity  of  inflruments  in  {tore,”  which 
Is  afource  of  fo  much  perplexity  to  the  Commiflioners,  will,  1 believe,  be 
ultimately  accompliflied  without  any  neceflity  of  recurring  to  the  plan 
13  which 
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which  they  have  recommended,  a plan  formed,  as  they  flate  on  “ the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Young,  as  well  as  Doctors  Borland  and  M‘Grigor,  that 
the  StaiF  as  well  as  the  Regimental  Surgeons  Ihould  provide  their  own 
Inflruments.”  Of  thefe  three  gentlemen,  certainly  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Young  on  this  fubject  would  have  the  moll  weight  with  me,  if  he  had 
really  given  it ; but  the  fa£t  is,  that  to  the  queftion  of  the  Commiffioners 
(given  in  Appendix,  No.  38,  page  187  of  Report),  “ As  the  Surgeons 
“ of  Regiments,  are  required  to  provide  their  own  Inflruments,  what 
“ is  the  expediency  of  the  Staff  Surgeons  being  fumilhed  with  Inftru- 
“ ments  at  the  Public  expence  ?”  Mr.  Young  only  anfwered  “ I do 
tc  not  know,”  and  this  very  indecifive  anfwer  they  have  conflrued 
according  to  their  own  wilh,  though  by  another  queftion,  they  might 
have  obtained  from  Mr.  Young  a pofitive  approval  or  difapprova] 
of  their  plan.  Of  the  other  two,  Dr.  McGrigorwas  never  a Staff  Surgeon, 
and  Dr.  Borland,  although  he  indeed  held  the  Commiflion  of  Staff  Sur- 
geon, has  never, fo  far  as  I can  difcover, performed  in  that  capacity  a lingle 
capital  operation,  and  neither  of  them  was  therefore  competent  to  judge  of 
the  wants  of  Staff  Surgeons  on  actual  fervice.  But  without  any  reference  to 
the  fentiments  of  individuals,  it  mull  be  obvious  that  the  Staff  Surgeons, 
on  whom  the  capital  operations  almoft  entirely  devolve,  will  require  feveral 
lets  of  Inflruments,  becaufe  one  fet  is  foon  fpoiled  by  a few  operations,  and 
a lingle  operation  is  fufficient  to  blunt  the  edge  of  a cutting  inftrument,  and 
thefe  fetsthey  neither  can  afford  to  purchafe  with  their  prefent  pay,  nor,  having 
purchafed  them,  be  able  always  either  to  keep  them  in  proper  order,  or  to 
convey  them  on  fervice,  becaufe  they  are  deftitute  of  the  neceffary  facilities; 
while  the  Regimental  Surgeon,  on  the  contrary,  has  a fervant  allowed  him 
from  his  regiment,  and  the  conveyance  of  all  his  Hofpital  Equipments  pro- 
vided. The  comparative  ftatement  of  the  Commiffioners  relative  to  the  abilitv 
of  the  Staff'  and  the  Regimental  Surgeon  to  purchafe  their  Inflruments,  as 
ariftng  from  their  refpeclive  pays,  is  by  no  means  corrett.  The  latter 
obtains  at  the  end  often  years  fervice  in  all,  or  of  feven  years  as  Regimen- 
tal Surgeon,  and  not  of  twenty,  as  they  mention,  the  fame  pay  as  a Staff 
Surgeon,  (and  that  withfmaller  deductions,)  and  he  has  befides  advantages 
in  refpecl  of  quarters,  of  a fervant,  of  his  mefs,  &c.  which  are  very  con- 
fid  erably  fuperior  to  thole  of  the  Staff'  Surgeon,  and  he  is  required  to  keep 
only  one  fet  of  Inflruments,  whereas  the  Staff  Surgeon  would  require  to 
purchafe  five  or  fix  fets,  and  that  perhaps  for  a ffiort  fervice,  at  the  end 
of  which  he  would  be  placed  on  the  half-pay  lift,  from  which  he  had  been 
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fuddenly  taken  to  be  font  on  that  fervice,  and  might  as  fuddenly  be  again 
called  at  any  moment  for  another  fervice. 

ARTICLE  XXXIX.  Page  63,  of  Report. 

“ There  feems  to  have  been  the  fame  inattention  to  ceconomyin  con- 
“ dueling  the  fupply  of  thefe  Hofpital  Stores,  from  time  to  time,  as  of  the 
medicines  and  inftruments,  to  which  we  have  before  alluded.  For,  in  a 
“ vifit  to  the  York  Hofpital,  we  obferved  a very  great  accumulation  of 
“ thefe  ftores ; and  from  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  who  has  been  lately  appointed 
<c  to  furvey  the  ftores  at  Porchefter  Caftle,  we  learn,  that  there  are  fuffi- 
" cient  depofited  in  that  place  for  upwards  of  30,000  men.  An  igno- 
<(  ranee  of  the  quantities  of  medicines,  hofpital  ftores,  and  inftruments, 
“ actually  in  ftore,  can  alone  excufe  fo  great  a difregard  to  the  public  in- 
“ tereft  ; for  it  has  been  of  late  only  that  any  ftore  account  has  been  kept 
<c  in  the  Office ; and  it  was  not  until  the  laft  year,  as  appears  from  Mr. 
<£  Hoffe’s  examination,  that  regular  furveys  were  directed  to  be  taken  of 
“ the  ftores  at  the  York  Hofpital  Depot ; nor,  until  the  beginning  of  the 
“ prefent  year,  or  latter  end  of  the  laft,  that  any  furvey  was  made  of  the 
<c  vaft  quantity  of  ftores  of  all  kinds  at  Porchefter  Caftle  Depot,  in  which 
<£  Dr.  M‘Grigor  found  the  articles  depofited,  which  had  been  provided  in 
“ 1803,  on  the  expectation  of  invafion.” 

Obs.  The  only  points  in  the  preceding  Article,  to  which  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  call  the  reader’s  attention,  are  thofe  which  relate  to  the  vifit  of  the 
'Commiffioners  at  York  Hofpital  ; to  the  want  of  ftore  accounts  of  medi- 
cines, &c. ; and  to  the  neglect  of  furveys. 

On  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  points,  it  is  fufficient  to  infert  the  following  letter  of 
Mr.  Price,  Staff  Surgeon,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Purveyor’s  ftores  at 
Y ork  Hofpital  when  that  vifit  was  made,  in  order  to  Ihew  how  much  the 
Commiffioners  mult  have  been  mifinformed  on  that  occafion. 

“ Sir,  York  Hofpital , May  18,  1808. 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  the  1 8th  inft.  requiring 
A‘  me  to  ftate  what  quantities  of  Purveyor’s  ftores  were  wanting  in  Auguft 
M laft,  to  complete  the  equipment  of  the  York  Hofpital,  for  the  accomrno- 
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“ dation  of  500  fick ; what  fuperfluities  were  at  that  time  in  (lore,  and 
“ what  articles  had  been  received  from  invalids,  or  from  other  fervices. 

“ To  your  feveral  inquiries  I beg  leave  to  reply,  that  in  Auguft  laft,  the 
“ equipment  of  the  York  Hofpital  was  far  from  complete.  From  my 
“ Store  Return  of  June  laft,  it  appears  that  the  York  Hofpital  was  defi- 
“ cient  in  feveral  of  the  moft  important  articles  of  hofpital  equipment. 
“ Among  other  articles,  there  were  wanting,  435  palliaflcs,  300  bolfter 
“ cafes,  3000  iheets,  2000  blankets,  500  rugs,  900  flannel  drefies.  Moft 
“ of  the  articles  then  in  ftore  were  nearly  worn  out,  having  been  in  ufe 
“ for  feveral  years. 

“ With  regard  to  your  inquiry  refpe<fting  fuperfluities,  I believe  I need 
u only  obferve,  that  when  I was  ordered  to  equip  York  Hofpital  for  400 
“ men,  upon  its  being  placed  on  the  regimental  eftabliftmient,  it  was  with 
“ difficulty  that  I could  feleft  200  fets  of  ferviceabLe  bedding. 

“ From  invalids  or  other  fervices,  fcarcely  any  thing  has  been  received  j 
“ a few  articles  were  fent  with  the  fick  from  Copenhagen,  moft  of  which 
“ were  only  fit  for  immediate  condemnation. 

“ From  the  Report  of  the  Military  Commiffioners,  page  63,  it  appears 
that  they  obferved  a very  great  accumulation  of  hofpital  ftores  in  the 
“ York  Hofpital.  Had  thefe  Gentlemen  demanded  a fight  of  my  books, 
“ and  confidered  what  number  of  men  the  hofpital  was  calculated  for, 
“ and  fuppofed  to  be  prepared  to  accommodate,  I am  perfuaded  they 
“ would  have  reported  a very  great  deficiency.  They  might  too  have 
“ learned  from  me,  for  I was  then  in  charge  of  the  Hofpital  Stores,  that 
“ there  was  no  Depot  for  Hofpital  Stores  at  the  York  Hofpital,  but  that 
“ the  building  pointed  out  to  them  as  the  Purveyor’s  Store,  was  only  a 
“ Angle  ward  for  the  reception  and  arrangement  of  fuch  ftores  as  were 
“ required  for  change,  or  not  wanting  for  immediate  ufe.  I am  able 
“ confidently  to  aflert  that  the  Stores  the  Commiffioners  obferved  to  be 
“ fo  greatly  accumulated,  were  not  Hofpital  Stores,  and  that  if  they  were 
“ informed  that  a culpable  accumulation  of  that  defeription  did  exift, 
“ they  received,  very  inaccurate  information. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 
T.  Keate,  Efquire,  “ (Signed)  J.  PRICE.” 

Surgeon  General,  See.  &c.  & c.  Surgeon  to  the  Forces 
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On  the  fecond  of  thefe  points,  the  following  extrads  from  the  <c  In- 
ductions for  General  Hofpitals,”  approved  by  His  Majefty  on  the  31ft 
March  1800,  will  prove  that  it  was  not  “ of  late  only”  that  (lore  ac- 
counts have  been  required  and  kept,  both  of  Medicines  and  Purveyor’s 
Stores. 

“ Inftructions  for  General  Hofpitals.  Page  3. 

“ A return  of  the  Medicines  that  have  been  received  the  preceding 
“ half-year,  fuch  as  have  been  confumed,  or  fent  to  other  fervices,  and 
“ what  are  wanted  for  the  enfuing  fix  months,  figned  by  the  refident 
“ Mate,  or  other  perfon  in  charge  of  the  Medicines,  and  the  fenior  Medical 
“ Officer,  accompanied  with  an  Affidavit  that  none  of  the  Medical  Stores 
“ have  been,  to  the  bed  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  converted  to  any 
“ other  ufe,  except  that  of  the  Hofpital,  unlefs  by  an  order  in  writing  from 
“ the  fenior  Medical  Officer  or  Surgeon  General,  is  to  be  tranfmitted 
“ to  the  Surgeon  General  half-yearly.” 

Ibid  page  9.  “ The  Purveyor,  Deputy  or  a&ing  Purveyor,  is  to  take 

“ under  his  charge,  and  to  keep  an  exad  account  of  all  hofpital  (lores, 
“ provifions,  utenfils,  See.  except  medicines  ; and  to  fee  that  the  hofpital 
“ is  perfectly  furniflied  with  every  article  wanted,  as  well  as  the  diet,  &c. 
“ that  (hall  be  directed  by  the  attending  medical  officer.” 

Ibid  page  12.  “ A Return  is  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Surgeon  General 

“ half  yearly  of  Purveyor’s  (lores  that  have  been  received  the  preceding 
“ halt  year,  of  fuch  as  have  been  ufed  or  fent  to  other  fervices,  and  of 
“ what  are  wanting  for  the  enfuing  fix  months,  figned  by  the  Purveyor  or 
“ ading  Purveyor,  and  the  fenior  Medical  Officer  ; and  accompanied 
“ with  an  affidavit  from  each,  that  none  of  the  (lores  have  been,  to  the 
“ bed  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  converted  to  any  other  ufe,  except 
“ that  of  the  hofpital,  unlefs  by  an  order  in  writing  from  the  fenior 
« Medical  Officer  or  Surgeon  General : and  when  any  one,  who  has 
“ charge  of  public  (lores  of  whatever  kind,  has  leave  of  abfence,  or  is 
“ ordered  to  be  removed,  he  is  not  to  quit  his  fituation  until  regularly 
“ relieved,  and  his  charge  delivered  over  to  his  fucceffior,  approved  by  the 
“ fenior  Medical  Officer.” 
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On  the  third  point,  I may  obferve  that  Surveys  or  Infpeftions  were  not 
required  until  ftores  had  accumulated,  and,  as  it  already  has  been  (hewn  in 
Article  XXXVI.  p.  109,110.  that  very  minute  infpeCtions  were  made  of  all 
the  Hofpital  Stores  at  Gofport,  for  the  purpofes  of  public  oeconomy,  it  will 
readily  be  believed  that  fimilar  meafureswere  adopted  at  all  other  places  in 
which  fuch  ftores  had  been  collected.  As  a proof  that,  notwith Handing 
Mr.  Hofe’s  evidence,  “ Surveys  were  directed  to  be  taken  of  the  ftores 
“ at  York  Hofpital  Depot”  before  “ the  laft  year,”  I fhall  fubjoin  the 
following  order  given  to  Mr.  North,  principal  Medical  Officer  at  that  De- 
pot, on  the  4th  November  1802. 

« Sir, 

“ I have  to  requeft  you  will  immediately  convene  an  Hofpital 
“ Board,  confifting  of  yourfelf,  Mr.  Carpue,  and  Mr.  Hebb  to  infpect 
“ the  prefent  ftate  of  the  medicines,  inftruments,  and  materials  at  York 
“ Hofpital,  and  tranfmit  to  me,  without  lofs  of  time,  a particular  report 
“ of  the  whole  of  the  medicines  which  are  in  a ferviceable  ftate,  with  a 
“ feparate  return  of  thofe  which  appear  to  be  unferviceable  ; together  with 
“ fuch  remarks  upon  the  fame,  as  will  enable  me  to  make  a fatisfactory 
“ and  accurate  report  to  the  Secretary  at  War  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
“ Depot  at  York  Hofpital.  The  above  report  muft  be  fent  to  the  War 
“ Office  on.  Saturday  morning. 

“ I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  “ T.  KEATE  ” 

ARTICLE  XL.  Page  65,  of  Report. 

“ The  expenditure  in  the  articles  of  wine,  fpirits,  and  porter  has  alfo 
“ been  confiderable  fince  the  eftabliffiment  of  the  Army  Medical  Board, 
“ and  the  extenfive  adoption  of  the  General  Hofpital  Syftem.” 

Obs.  By  this  introductory  remark  the  Commiffioners  endeavour  to  make 
the  belt  ufe  of  a fuppofed  opportunity  of  reflecting  upon  the  Army  Me- 
dical Board,  and  the  General  Hofpital  Syftem,  as  if  wine,  fpirits,  &c. 
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had  never  been  employed  to  relieve  the  fick  any  where  but  in  General 
Hofpitals,  and  fubfequent  to  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Army  Medical  Board. 

In  the  profecution  of  their  enquiry,  concerning  the  expenditure  of  wine, 
See.  the  Commillioners  manifefl  difpofitions  fimihr  to  thofe  with  which  it 
has  commenced  : fufpicion  every  where  predominates  fo  much,  that  I 
cannot  help  fufpe&ing,  in  my  turn,  that  they  muft  have  been  difappointed 
at  leaft,  if  not  difpleafed,  at  being  unable  to  difeover  that  any  of  the  wine, 
&c.  had  found  its  way  into  my  cellar. 

By  the  delegation  of  the  Medical  Board  at  firft,  and  afterwards  by  the 
arrangements  of  1798,  the  care  of  fupplying  thefe  articles  was  committed 
to  me  ; but  not  without  the  general  fanftion,  as  well  as  the  occafional  in- 
terference of  the  Board,  both  in  regard  to  the  fupplies,  and  their  con- 
fumption. 

In  executing  this  duty,  I continued  to  employ  the  Wine  Merchant 
who  had  been  felefted  by  the  late  Mr.  Hunter  for  that  purpofe,  jointly 
with  another,  whom  it  was  judged  convenient  to  add,  that  each  might 
ferve  as  a point  of  comparifon  with  the  other,  and  that  we  might  not 
depend  folely  upon  the  fidelity  or  ability  of  a fingle  individual.  The 
houfes  fo  employed,  were  thofe  of  Mr.  Delamaine  and  of  Meflrs.  Allan 
and  Smyth,  both  as  refpeftable  Wine  Merchants  as  any  in  London. 
Small  quantities  for  the  fake  of  experiment,  were  occafionally  purchafed 
of  others. 

The  next  part  of  the  Report,  which  requires  particular  animadver- 
fion,  is  the  following : 

“ Subject,  therefore,  to  this  check  and.  controul  only,  and  with  the 
u exception  of  the  quantities  which,  with  Mr.  Keate’s  fan&ion,  were 
“ provided  at  the  different  Rations  by  the  Medical  Officer  or  Pur- 
“ veyor,  the  fupply  of  wine,  fpirits,  and  porter,  for  the  life  of  the 
“ army  at  home  and  abroad,  from  1793  to  1806,  was  conduced  by 
“ Mr.  Keate  : for  as  he  confidered  himfelf  refponfible  for  the  quality  of 
“ the  articles,  the  Secretary  at  War,  he  fays,  left  to  him  the  recommen- 
u dation  of  the  perfons  of  whom  they  were  to  be  purchafed.” 

Here  the  Commiflioners  have  erred  greatly,  for  excepting  one  fhip- 
ment  of  fifty  pipes  of  red  port  to  Barbadoes,  in  confequence  of  a par- 
ticular application  in  1803,  and  a few  fmall  quantities  of  wine  for  dif- 
tant  fettlements,  where  it  could  not  otherwife  have  been  convenient- 
ly obtained,  no  wine  has  been  ordered  by  me  for  foreign  fervice.  The 
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iupply  of  wine  for  the  hofpitals  in  the  Weft  Indies,  after  having  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commiffariate,  was,  feven  or  eight  years  ago,  taken  by  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  His  Majefty’s  Treafury,  and  500  pipes  of  Ma- 
deira, of  the  beft  quality,  were,  through  the  agency  of  the  Victualling 
Office,  furnifhed  and  fent  directly  from  that  ifland,  for  the  ufe  of  the  hof- 
pitals in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Iflands,  with  great  advantage  to  the 
Tick  as  well  as  to  the  Public.  The  care  and  trouble  of  properly  dif- 
tributing  this  wine,  according  to  the  wants  of  the  different  iflands,  were 
left  for  me ; but  I certainly  never  had  an  opportunity  of  tailing  it,  to 
judge  of  its  quality,  whatever  the  Commiflioners  may  have  imagined. 

Their  affertion  is  equally  erroneous,  in  regard  to  the  foreign  con- 
fumption  in  Europe : and  if  they  had  properly  examined  Mr.  Dela- 
maine’s  bill,  they  might  have  feen  that  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  amount  of 
6507 1.  1 os.  iod.  were  for  port  wine,  ordered  by  the  Secretary  at  War, 
without  any  communication  with  me,  and  fent  to  Flanders  or  Holland,  to 
the  great  relief  of  the  fick  there ; and  in  regard  to  Meffrs.  Allan  and  Smyth, 
their  whole  charge  againft  the  Public,  on  this  fcore,  excepting  the  Bar- 
badoes  order  of  1803,  is  only  27 1.  12s.  The  Commiflioners  after  ad- 
mitting, page  66,  that  the  approbation  which  the  Secretary  at  War  has 
given  from  time  to  time,  to  my  recommendation  of  payment  for  the 
articles,  muft  be  confidered  as  a fufficient  authority  for  the  expenditure, 
proceed  to  fcrutinize  “ the  mode  in  which  the  fupply  has  been  con- 
“ dufted.”  M It  appears  (fay  they)  that  the  wine  was  almoft  entirely 
“ purchafed  in  London,  for  home  as  well  as  for  foreign  fervice  *.  This 

Mr.” 

* I have  already  explained  the  miftakeof  the  Commiflioners  in  regard  to  wine  for  foreign 
confumption.  Refpefting  that  for  hofpitals  in  Great  Britain,  I never  preferred  pur- 
chafing  wine  in  London,  when  I could  depend  on  obtaining  it  of  good  quality  on  the 
fpot ; at  leaft,  unlefs  I had  fome  reafon  to  fufpeft  an  improper  underftanding  between  the 
tradefmen  and  the  Purveyor.  For  example,  whilft  my  good  opinion  of  Dr.  Boone  fub- 
fifted,  1 wrote  to  him  on  the  12th  of  November,  1796,  a letter,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extradl : viz. 

“ I have  fent  you  two  pipes  of  wine  ; but  learning  fincc  that  Meffrs.  Scott  and  Idle  have 
“ Port  wine  at  Plymouth,  which  I hear  is  very  good  of  its  kind,  and  cheaper  than  it  is  here, 
u I wifh  you  iu  future  to  order  it  from  them,  and  bring  it  into  your  accounts.  I truft 
“ you  will  be  as  (Economical  of  this  article-as  poflible  ; and  I hope  to  hear  of  a fpeedy  di- 
J>  minution  in  your  returns  of  the  fick.” 

It  would  have  been  a great  relief  to  me,  if  all  the  fupplics  could  have  been  pur  hr.  eJ  on 
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f<  Mr.  Keatc  fays>  lie  was  directed  to  do  by  the  Secretary  at  War ; for, 
**  many  complaints  having  been  received  of  the  quality  of  the  wine 
“ purchafed  on  the  fpot,  it  was  conceived  that  the  London  Market 
“ was  the  beft,  and  he  relies  on  this  authority  alfo  for  the  export  of  eight 
“ pipes  of  port  wine  font  to  Gibraltar,  in  1796,  where  it  was  to  be  prefum- 
tc  ed  that  fuch  an  article  could  have  been  procured  at  a much  lefs  price 
“ than  in  London,  &c.”  Here  the  Commiffioners,  in  their  eagernefs  to 
impute  blame  to  me,  have  totally  overlooked  two  documents  publifhed 
as  Appendages  to  their  own  Report,  No.  81.  of  which  one  is  a let- 
ter from  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War  to  Mr.  Delamaine,  ordering 
him  to  fhip  the  8 pipes  of  wine  in  queftion  for  Gibraltar,  without  any 
mention  of  my  name ; and  the  other  is  an  anfwer  to  a letter  which  I 
wrote  ten  years  afterwards  to  Mr.  Delamaine,  for  information  on  the  fub- 
je6t,  when  the  Commiffioners  had  queflioned  me  about  it,  becaufe  the 
order  was  given  without  my  having  had  the  lead  knowledge  of  it. 
Such  is  the  accuracy  of  Gentlemen  who-  rigidly  exadt  fo  much  of  it 
from  me. 

“ Mr.  Keate’s  orders  (as  we  learn  from  Mr.  Teulon,  the  Clerk  of 
“ a houfe  which  fupplied  much  of  the  wine  from  London)  were,  for 
“ the  beft  and  oldeft  wine  which  could  be  had,  as  it  was  deftined  for 
“ Tick  troops ; and  tafles  and  prices,  Mr.  Teulon  fays,  were  fometimes 
“ called  for,  for  the  purpofe,  as  he  fuppofes,  of  being  compared  with 
“ the  famples  of  other  dealers.  The  prices  for  the  wine  furnifhed  by  this 
“ houfe  are  faid  to  have  been  five  or  fix  per  cent,  lower  than  were 
“ charged  by  them  to  other  cuftomers  *,  and  the  bills  were  generally 
“ difcharged  within  fix  months  after  the  fupply.  From  Mr.  Teulon’s 
“ information,  therefore,  we  may  conclude,  that  fo  far  the  bufinefs  of  the 
“ fupply  had  been  prudently  conduced;  for  although,  until  lately,  the 
; ‘ prices  of  wine  in  the  port  of  London  exceeded  that  at  the  out -ports, 


the  fpot,  and  the  refponfibility  left  with  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  and  Purveyor. 
But  befides  complaints  refpe&ing  the  quality  of  articles  fo  purchafed,  there  was  often, 
reafon  to  fupeA  too  much  intimacy  between  the  tradefmen  and  the  Purveyors. 

* The  prices  fo  charged  were  not  merely  faid  to  have  been  five  or  fix  per  cent,  lower  ; 
for  Mr.  Teulon  fwore,  that  this  was  the  faft  in  regard  to  the  wine  furnifhed  by  Meffrs. 
Allan  and  Smyth  for  the  Public  , and  it  is  a faft  which  is  not  compatible  with  a fufpicion,. 
of  my  having  obtained  any  private  advantage  from  fuch  purchafes. 

“ Ft, 


( ) 


“ vet,  if  there  were  fufficient  reafons  for  believing  that  the  quality  of  the 
“ wine  was  inferior  at  the  out-ports,  it  was  proper,  doubtlefs,  to  procure 
“ it  in  London.” 

“ On  an  infpe&ion  of  fome  of  the  accounts  communicated  by  Mr. 
i(  Keate,  we  obferved  that  all  the  wine  fent  abroad  for  the  ufe  of  the  Foreign 
“ Hofpitals  was  charged  to  Government,  except  in  one  inftance,  without 
“ any  deduction  of  the  drawback,  which  is  allowed  on  the  export  of  wine. 

“ It  would  make  no  real  difference  to  the  Public,  undoubtedly,  whether 
“ the  drawback  was  taken  or  not,  if,  when  it  is  not  deducted,  the  perfons 
“ of  whom  Mr.  Keate  purchafed  the  wine  did  not,  as  they  certainly  had  the 
“ means  of  doing,  avail  themfelves  of  this  advantage  at  the  time  of  the  Ihip- 
“ ment.  Mr.  Teulon  fays,  fuch  a fraud  would  be  fo  eafy  of  detection,  that 
“ he  believes  it  has  never  been  prattifed  *,  and  Mr.  Keate  fays,  that  “ he 
“ believes  the  drawback  was  properly  accounted  for  in  all  cafes.”  We  have 
“ no  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  an  impofition  of  this  fort  has  been  at  any  time 
-<s  practiced  ; but  it  would  have  been  convenient  for  thofe  who  would  ha7e 
<£  the  fubfequent  examination  of  the  accounts,  that  the  charging  or  not 
ec  charging  the  drawback  fhould  have  been  uniform  : for  we  obferve  one 
“ inftance  of  a ftiipment  of  50  pipes  of  port  to  Barbadoes  on  board  the  fame 
“ veflel,  in  1803,  in  which  25  pipes  are  charged  at  about  two  thoufand  five 
=“  hundred  ponnds,  and  25  pipes  at  one  thoufand  three  hundred  pounds; 
“ the  drawback  having  been  allowed  on  the  fecond  and  not  on  the  firii 
quantity.”  p.  67. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  for  what  purpofe  all  this  difcuflion  about  the 
drawback  has  been  introduced  into  the  Report  unlefs  it  was  to  fliew'  that 
the  Commiflioners  had  endeavoured  to  find  out  fomething  wrong,  though 
without  fuccefs.  Mr.  Teuton's  evidence  as  ftated  by  themfelves,  explains 
fully  the  reafon  of  the  drawback  not  being  taken  upon  25  pipes  of  wine 
fhipped  by  Meffrs.  Allan  and  Smyth  for  Barbadoes  in  1803.  “ When  I re- 
“ ceived  the  order,”  fays  he,  “ the  flfip  Enterprize,  onboard  of  which  the 
“ wine  was  to  be  put,  was  not  entered  (outwards)  at  the  Cuftom  Houfe. 
“ without  which  no  drawback  could  be  claimed.  I informed  Mr.  Keate  of 
“ this  circumftance,  and  that  it  would  be  the  fame  thing  to  Government, 
“ whether  the  Cuftom  Iloufe  repaid  us  the  duty,  or  the  wine  was  fhipped 

* Mr.  Teulon  does  not  merely  fay  that  he  believes  fuch  a fraud  has  never  been  pra&ifed  ; 
he  fwears  that  though  it  would  be  “ poflible,”  it  is  “ of  fo  eafy  dctc&ion  that  a merchant 
would  be  out  qf  hisfenfes  to  attempt  it.” 
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“ with  it  on,  the  recovery  of  the  drawback  involving  confiderable  exp  fence, 

“ befides  an  application  to  the  Treafury  to  permit  it.  I alfo  mentioned  to 
“ Mr.  Keate,  that  we  were  in  the  habit  of  (hipping  for  the  Victualling 
“ Office  with  the  drawback  on,  by  their  own  particular  requed.  Mr. 

“ Keate’s  directions  were,  that  I ffiould  do  that  which  was  moft  advan- 
“ tageous  for  the  Public.” 

Being  afterwards  informed  of  what  Meffrs.  Allan  and  Smyth  had 
done  in  this  refpeCt,  I wrote  to  Mr.  Delamaine  defiring  him  to  do  the  fame 
with  the  other  25  pipes  (hipped  by  him  for  Barbadoes,  but  in  his  anfwer 
he  informed  me  that  my  directions  had  come  too  late.  It  was  not  there- 
fore  from  want  of  inclination  in  me,  that  the  uniformity  fo  much  defired 
by  the  Commiffioners  did  not  take  place.  This  will,  I hope,  ferve  as  a 
complete  explanation  and  judification  of  my  conduCt  in  regard  to  the 
drawbacks  fo  unneceffarily  introduced  by  them  into  their  Report. 

Having  in  the  foregoing  datement  departed  a little  from  the  order 
obferved  by  the  Commiffioners,  for  the  purpofe  of  fmiffiing  at  once  all  that 
relates  to  the  Foreign  Supplies,  I am  now  to  confider  thofe  for  Home 
Confumption. 

“ At  fome  times  the  confumption  of  wine  at  lead  is  to  be  particularly 
“ noticed.  In  the  year  1799,  it  is  dated  to  us  that  at  the  York  Hofpital, 

“ which  is  more  immediately  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Keate,  a pipe  of  port 
“ wine  w'as  expended  in  ten  days,  and  that  the  fame  rate  of  confumption 
“ was  continued  for  fome  time ; and  in  the  year  1800,  we  find  that  12 
“ pipes  of  port  wine  were  fupplied  to  the  fame  Hofpital,  1 5 to  that  at 
*c  Gofport,  14  to  Deal,  and  11  to  Chatham  Hofpitals.”  p.  66. 

It  is  truly  dated  by  the  Commiffioners,  page  68  of  their  Report,  that 
ct  the  articles  of  wine,  fpirits,  and  porter,  when  received  into  the  different 
“ Hofpitals,  compofe  part  of  the  dores  which  are  placed  under  the  Purveyor, 

“ or  perfon  aCting  in  that  chara&er;  and  they  are  iffued  under  the  authority 
“ of  the  attending  Medical  Officer,  as  expreffed  in  the  diet  tables.”  It  may 
be  feen  alfo  by  Appendix  No.  6,  that  the  Lords  of  His  Majedy’s  Treafury,  App.No.6. 
in  1794,  were  of  opinion,  that  “ the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  could  not 
“ with  propriety  be  redrained  from  ordering  any  quantity  of  wine  or  brandy 
“ they  might  judge  proper  for  the  benefit  of  the  fick”  ; and  that  the  Army 
Medical  Board  concurred  with  their  Lordfiu'ps  in  the  fame  opinion.  It 
will  be  found  alfo  by  a reference  to  the  diet  tables  of  York  Hofpital  for  the 
year  1799  (which  are  not  dedroyed,  as  Mr.  Wimbridge  fuppofcd)that  the 
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confumption  of  wine,  here  noticed  as  fo  enormous,  did,  in  fad,  amount 
only  to  about  four-fifths  of  a gill  to  each  patient  daily.  (See  the  abftrads 
• of  two  returns  given  in  the  Appendix.)  The  fact  has,  indeed,  been  exag- 
gerated by  Mr.  Griffith,  for  there  is  no  inftance  that  I can  difcover  of  a 
pipe  of  wine  (which  ought  to  contain  138  gallons)  having  ever  been  con- 
fumed  there  in  ten  days  ; the  greatefl:  quantity  confumed  in  that  fpace  of 
time  at  York  Hofpital,  amounted  only  to  126  gallons,  3 quarts,  and  a gill, 
(i.  e.  between  the  20th  and  3 ill  of  December,  1 799)  and  the  next  greatefl 
to  1 15  gallons,  1 quart,  and  5 gills,  (i.  e.  from  the  1 ith  to  the  20th  of 
December  1 799,  inclufive)  ; but  in  this  latter  cafe  there  were  fewer  patients 
than  in  the  former,  and  the  confumption  was  rather  greater  in  proportion 
to  the  numbers.  The  caufe  of  this  increafed  and  feemingly  extravagant 
confumption  was  the  fudden  arrival  and  admiffion  into  York  Hofpital  at 
one  time  (i.  e.  in  December  1799)  of  upwards  of  500  of  the  worfl  cafes  of 
fick  and  wounded  men  from  Holland,  after  a protraded  and  flormy  voyage, 
in  which  fome  had  lain  on  the  decks  of  crowded  veffels,  and  moll  of  them, 
when  brought  into  the  hofpital,  at  that  cold  feafon,  were  in  a deplorable 
Hate.  The  fame  returns  will  Ihew  that  Mr.  Griffith,  who  has  been  the 
informant  in  this  matter,  was  one  of  the  Surgeons  who  ordered  wine  the 
moll  copioully,  (if  any  body  can  be  faid  to  have  donefo,)  excepting  Mr. 
Chevalier,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  operation  ward,  where  there  was  the 
greatefl:  neceffity  for  this  medicine.  Mr.  Griffith’s  patients  appear  to  have 
had,  on  the  average,  a little  more  than  1 gill  each  per  diem,  which  exceeds 
the  general  average  confiderably.  But  as  the  returns  of  the  Hofpital  prove 
that  the  mortality  was  much  fmaller  than  ufual  during  this  increafed  con- 
fumption of  wine,  there  is  room  to  believe  that  it  was  well  paid  for  by  the 
faving  of  valuable  lives  to  the  Public.  Had  the  Commiffioners,  on  receiv- 
ing Mr.  Griffith’s  evidence,  chofen  to  require  an  explanation  on  this  fub- 
jed,  they  might  eafily  have  obtained  one  capable  of  fatisfying  any  reafon- 
able  mind,  and  of  leaving  no  fair  motive  for  introducing  the  matter  into 
their  Report : but  then  its  effed  upon  the  public  mind,  and  the 
clamour  to  be  excited  by  it  againlt  me,  might  have  been  lefs  ; and,  per- 
haps, even  the  labours  of  the  Commiffioners  would  have  appeared  lefs 
important. 

The  expenditure  of  the  wine,  which  is  Hated  in  the  Report  to  have  been 
fent  to  different  Hofpitals,  was  all  regularly  accounted  for  by  the  orders  of 
the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  expreffed  in  the  diet  tables,  Dr.  Jackfon 
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muft  have  dire&ed  the  expenditure  of  a part  of  that  at  Chatham,  as  he  be- 
came the  chief  Medical  Officer  there  in  1800.  Gofport  Hofpital,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  own  confumption,  though  full  of  patients,  fupplied  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  &c.,  and  Deal  Hofpital  had  lately  received  a large  number  of 
wounded  men  from  the  Continent.  That  I was  not  inattentive  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  wine  in  the  different  Hofpitals,  and  that  I endeavoured  to  re- 
flrain  it  as  far  as  I could  with  propriety,  may  be  proved  by  my  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  principal  Medical  Officers  of  thefe  Hofpitals,  to  which  par- 
ticular references  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  ; and  I have  alfo,  on  many  ^pp.  No.  10. 
occafions,  fuggefted  the  fubftitution  of  porter  for  wine  as  defirable  wherever  C.  D.  E. 
it  was  not  deemed  improper,  particularly  at  Plymouth  Hofpital  in  1795. 

The  Commiffioners  at  p.  68,  reprefent  Mr.  Wimbridge  as  Hating,  that 
there  was  no  check  on  the  iffues  of  wine,  &c.  prior  to  the  year  1800, 
becaufe  the  diet  tables  were  not  preferved,  and  there  was  no  perfon  ap- 
pointed to  check  them  ; this,  however,  is  not  a correct  reprefentation.  Mr. 

Wimbridge,  in  his  evidence,  as  given  by  the  Commiffioners,  p.  265,  does 
not  fay  “ that  there  were  no  diet  tables,”  but  that  “ fince  the  year  1 800,  they 
have  been  regularly  entered  in  a book  for  that  purpofe,  which  has  been 
figned  by  the  military  fuperintendant,  and  principal  medical  officer  ;”  and 
he  then  adds,  “ I believe  they  are  not  preferved  before  that  period.” 

That  he  was  miftaken  in  this  belief,  has  been  proved  by  the  extratts  which 
I have  caufed  to  be  made  from  the  diet  tables  of  1799,  in  regard  to  the 
large  confumption  of  wine  in  the  month  of  December  in  that  year ; and 
there  are  others  of  a prior  date  in  the  office,  although  after  the  fettlements 
of  the  accounts,  they  were  not  expe&ed  to  be  wanted  or  called  for  again. 

Ever  fince  I have  been  in  office,  thefe  checks  of  diet  tables  (upon  which 
all  others  muft  depend,  as  they  contain  the  orders  of  the  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons)  with  quarterly  abftra&s,  bills,  and  examinations  of  them  at  the 
Board  Office,  and  their  difcharge  by  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  at  War, 
have  fubfifted  ; though  it  muft  be  prefumed,  and  is  readily  admitted  by 
me,  that  with  our  former  deficient  affiftance,  thofe  additional  precautions, 
for  which  there  are  now  adequate  appointments,  and  which  the  Commif- 
fioners deem  a “ fufficient  check  on  the  expenditure  of  wine,”  were  not 
then  employed,  nor  could  they  have  been  expected  to  be  employed. 

ARTICLE  XLI.  Page  67,  of  Report. 

“ In  the  bills  for  porter,  furnilhed  by  Meffrs.  Calverts,  the  value  of  the 
“ calks,  amounting  altogether  to  a confiderable  fum,  is  feparately  charged. 
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“ We  enquired  as  to  the  appropriation  of  thefe  cafks  ; fome  were  faid  to 
“ have  been  returned  to  the  brewer,  fome  fold  on  the  fpot,  &c.  and  it  was 
“ added,  that  whenever  they  were  not  properly  accounted  for,  an  invefti- 
“ gation  into  the  matter  was  direfled,  and  the  circum fiance  reported  to  the 
“ Secretary  at  War.  Confidering  how  eafy  it  would  have  been  to  check 
“ the  credit  which  was  given  in  Meffrs.  Calverts’  bills  for  the  cafks  re- 
<c  turned  from  any  hofpital,  we  were  furprifed  to  find,  that  the  value  of 
<£  fome  (but  to  a fmall  amount  indeed,)  returned  to  Meffrs.  Calverts  from. 
“ the  Chatham  and  Deal  Hofpitals  in  1800  and  1804,  had  not  been  re- 
“ ceived  or  deducted  from  fubfequent  bills  at  the  Surgeon  General’s 
“ Office,  but  flill  remain  a credit  in  Meffrs.  Calverts’  books.  A fum,  be- 
cc  yond  the  price  of  porter  fupplied  of  late,  appears  to  be  due  alfo  for  cafks 
“ returned  from  the  York  Hofpital.  It  is  clear',  therefore,  that  the  prior 
“ payments  mull  have  been  made  to  Meffrs.  Calverts,  -without  reference 
“ to  the  number  of  cafks  which  might  have  been  returned,  and  the  value 
“ of  wrhich  ought  to  have  been  deduced  from  the  fum  due.” 

Qes.  As  the  duties  neceffarily  attached  to  the  office  of  Surgeon- General 
in  London,  did  not  allow  me  to  vifit  Deal  and  Chatham  Hofpitals  from 
time  to  time,  to  take  accounts  of  the  empty  porter  cafks,  thefe  and  fimilar 
matters  were  neceffarily  committed  to  the  care  of  the  military  fuperintend- 
ants,  and  principal  medical  officers  of  the  hofpitals  in  queflion  ; and  I had 
no  doubt  but  their  attention  to  this  part  of  their  duty  would  be  quite  fuffi- 
eient  to  fave  the  Public  from  any  lofs  upon  returned  empty  cafks,  in  our 
dealings  with  men  of  fuch  fair  characters  as  Meffrs.  Calverts  and  Co.  But 
having  lately  written  to  thefe  gentlemen  for  an  explanation  concerning  this 
part  of  the  Report,  I received  from  them  a letter,  dated  the  30th  of  May 
1808,  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

“ Sir,. 

“ In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28  th  inftant,  I beg  leave-  to  inform 
“ you  that  we  had  no  charge  aginfl  Chatham  Hofpital  after  the  25th  Sep- 
“ tember  1801,  nor  againfl  Deal  Hofpital  after  September  10th  1803, 
“ therefore  the  cafks  being  received  fubfequent  to  thofe  dates,  was  the 
“ reafon  they  were  not  deduced.  If  we  had  had  any  bills  againfl  thofe 
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w hofpitals,  after  the  receipt  of  the  cafks,  we  fhould  certainly  have  given 
« credit  for  them. 

I am,  &c.  for  Felix  Calvert,  and  Co. 
(Signed)  “ JOHN  CHURCHER.” 

This  natural  and  fimple  explanation  which  the  Commiffioners  might 
have  immediately  obtained  by  afking  for  it,  removes  all  grounds  for  the 
“ furprize  ” which  they  felt  when  they  came  to  find,  that  the  value  of  the 
empty  cafks  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  24I.  14s.  only)  “ had  not  been 
“ dedudled  from  the  fubfequent  bills,”  becaufe  there  were  no  fubfe- 
quent  bills,  not  even  at  York  Hofpital  ; for  the  empty  cafks  returned 
from  that  hofpital  had  been  received  by  Mefifrs.  Calvert,  and  Co.  fubfe- 
quently  to  their  laft.  bill,  and  therefore  could  not  be  regularly  accounted 
for  until  the  enfuing  bill,  which  would  contain  a charge  for  the  porter 
mentioned  by  the  Commiffioners  as  due  when  they  made  their  in- 
quiries. 

Though  nothing  has  occurred  in  this  tranfaclion,  but  what  in  fimilar 
circumftances  might  naturally  be  expedted  to  happen  without  the  leaf!: 
indication  of  an  unfair  intention  in  any  one,  or  the  leafl  danger  of  lofs 
to  the  Public,  the  Commiffioners  have  thought  it  afforded  them  a favour- 
able opportunity  for  raifing  general  fuipicions  againfl  me,  in  regard  to 
the  accounts  of  wine,  fpirits,  and  beer,  after  all  their  endeavours  to  find 
any  other  inftance,  in  which  there  was  the  leaft  appearance  of  inattention 
to  thefe  matters,  had  failed  ; and  therefore  they  add,  p.  68.  “ From 

“ thefe  inflances  of  inattention  we  cannot  but  infer  that  the  controul 
“ over  the  accounts  of  this  part  of  the  army  hofpital  fupply  has  been 
**  Ioofe  and  unfatisfadtory.”  But  as  this  inference  is  made  from  an  er- 
roneous fuppofition  that  bills  had  been  paid  for  porter  delivered  fubfe- 
quently  to  the  return  of  the  empty  cafks,  I may  hope  that  the  Commif- 
fioners will  acknowledge  that  thefe,  their  conclufions,  are  not  warranted 
by  fadts  ; and  as  explanations,  which  will,  I prefume,  be  deemed  fatisfac- 
tory,  have  been  given  refpedting  every  other  particular  relating  to  the 
purchafe  and  expenditure  of  wine,  fpirits,  and  porter,  I hope  I may  con- 
fider  this  part  of  my  duty  as  having  been  faithfully  and  unexceptionably 
executed. 

ARTICLE  XLII.  Page  70,  of  Report. 

**  On  the  9th  of  April,  1806,  Mr.  Keate  propofed  to  the  War  Office, 
‘‘  for  the  approbation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  that  the  fyftem  on 
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“ which  the  Cavalry  Depot  Hofpital  at  Maidftone  was  managed  Ihould 
“ be  clianged  ; and  whereas  it  was  at  that  time  conducted  by  a Surgeon 
“ of  the  Forces,  and  principally  on  the  plan  of  a general  Hofpital,  receiv- 
u ing  its  fupplies  from  London,  it  Ihould  thenceforward  be  conducted 
“ more  on  the  plan  of  a Regimental  Hofpital,  the  bedding  and  uteniils 
“ being  furnilhed  by  the  Barrack  Department,  and  the  Surgeon  receiv- 
“ ing  the  weekly  Itoppages  from  the  refident  Paymalter.  In  fupport  of 
“ his  opinion,  that  the  change  would  be  beneficial,  Mr.  Keate  adduced 
“ the  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  adoption  of  the  propofed  mode  at 
“ Deal  and  at  Hilfea ; and  the  fuggeltion  meeting  the  entire  concurrence 
“ of  the  Infpector  General,  who  confiders  the  regimental  mode  as  com- 
“ bining  fimplicity  of  accounts,  with  faving  of  expence,  and  prompt  aid 
“ to  the  fick  foldiers,  was  approved  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
“ fan&ioned  by  the  Secretary  at  War. 

“ In  fupport,  and  in  explanation  of  thefe  opinions,  the  Surgeon  and  In- 
“ fpeCtor  General  have  furnilhed  us  with  comparative  ftatements  of  the 
“ expence  of  Gofport  General  Hofpital  and  Hilfea  detachment  Hof- 
“ pital ; the  refult  of  which  is,  that  the  expence  per  man  is  lefs  by  one  half 
“ at  Hilfea,  on  the  fmall  number  of  22  patients,  than  at  Gofport  on  the 
“ much  largernumber  165, though,  cteteris  paribus,  itis  prefumable  that  the 
“ many  would  have  been  maintained  at  lefs  expence  per  man  than  the  few.” 

Obs.  The  propofal  which  I made  on  the  9th  April  1806,  of  placing  the 
Depot  Hofpita^l  at  Maidftone  on  what  is  called  the  Regimental  Plan,  had 
been  made  by  me  in  October  1803,  when  it  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  In- 
fpeCtor  General  of  Army  Hofpitals,  for  the  reafons  which  are  aftigned  in 
his  anfwer  to  my  letter,  dated  October  6,  1803,  and  given  in  the  Ap- 
. pendix. 

Had  I been  aware  of  the  ufe  which  was  to  be  made  of  the  “ ftatement 
“ of  the  expence  of  Gofport  Hofpital”  procured  from  me,  I Ihould  have 
given  explanations  with  it,  which  would  probably  have  led  the'  Commif- 
fions  to  form  a very  different  eftimate  from  the  above ; for  not  only  were 
confiderable  fums  included  in  that  expence  which  properly  belonged  to 
the  Depot  of  Medicines  and  Stores  attached  to  that  Hofpital  and  which 
were  unconnected  with  the  maintenance  of  the  fick  ; but  the  patients 
moreover  in  that  Hofpital  were  not  under  “ coeteris  paribus,”  with  thofe 
in  Hilfea  Hofpital,  the  former  being  moftly  foldiers  fent  home  from 
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foreign  fervice,  as  worn  out  by  chronic  difeafes,  who  required  a generous 
diet  and  cordial  medicines  to  afford  them  a chance  of  recovery.  To  fhew 
that  the  fimple  maintenance  of  foldiers  in  General  Hofpitals  is  not  fo  ex- 
penfive  as  is  reprefented  in  the  above  extract,  I beg  to  hate,  from  the 
official  documents  before  me,  that  the  fick  were  maintained  in  the  Depot 
Hofpital  and  in  York  Hofpital  during  the  quarter  ending  24th  December 
1 807,  including  the  wine,  fpirits,  cyder,  porter,  fowls,  eggs,  vegetables, 
fruit,  &c.  ordered  by  the  Medical  Officers,  at  a fraction  under  the  regular 
ftoppage  of  xod.  per  man  per  diem. 

ARTICLE  XLIII.  Page  74,  75,  of  Retort. 

“ The  accounts  of  the  Plymouth  Hofpital,  to  which  we  ffiall  now  advert, 

“ are  thofe  of  Dr.  Boone,  who  a&ed  as  Purveyor  of  that  Hofpital  during 
“ the  years  1796,  1 797,  and  1798.  It  appears  that  in  1798,  the  Auditors 
“ of  Public  Accounts,  having  taken  into  confideration  the  accounts  of  Mr. 
“ Window,  Agent  of  Army  Hofpitals,  and  obferving  that  the  payments 
“ made  by  him  were  authorized  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  on  the  recom- 
“ mendation  of  Mr.  Keate,  then  Infpedtor  of  Regimental  Infirmaries,  afked 
“ of  Mr.  Keate  whether  the  claims,  the  payment  of  which  he  had  recom- 
“ mended,  had  undergone  any  examination  by  him,  or  any  one  in  his  de- 
“ partment.  Mr.  Keate,  in  his  anfwer,  informed  the  Board  that  thofe 
“ accounts  had  been  previoufly  examined  in  his  Office.  The  Auditors, 
“ on  a confideration  of  this  letter  and  other  documents,  very  properly,  in 
“ our  opinion,  refolved  that  the  Agent  was  a mere  Calhier,  whofe  accounts 
“ were  to  be  difcharged  by  the  receipts  of  the  parties  for  the  payments 
“ which  had  been  authorized  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  after  an  inveftiga- 
“ tion  of  the  bills  by  the  Infpe&or.  On  a fubfequent  examination  of 
“ fome  of  the  accounts  of  the  Purveyors  and  others,  to  whom  money,  on 
“ the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Keate,  had  been  imprefted  to  the  agent  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Hofpitals,  fuch  confiderable  errors  wrere  found  in  them, 
u that  the  Auditors  thought  proper  to  reprefent  the  matter  to  the  Se- 
“ cretary  at  War.  Letters  were  afterwards  received  from  Mr.  Keate  by 
“ the  Auditors,  relative  to  the  due  expenditure  of  feveral  fums  imprefted 
« on  his  recommendation  ; in  one  of  which  he  ftates,  that  with  refpett  to 
« the  fum  of  8200I.  advanced  to  Dr.  Boone,  he  was  perfectly  fatisfied 
<«  that  it  had  been,  from  time  to  tinxe,  properly  and  advantageoufly  ex- 
“ pended  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick.  Of  another  Purveyor,  he  ftates,  that 
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“ being  an  officer  of  great  refpe&ability,  he  was  perfectly  convinced  the 
“ fuin  advanced  to  him  had  been  duly  expended  for  the  fervice.  And  he 
“ gives  the  fame  reafon  for  his  fatisfaftion  with  the  expenditure  of  feve- 
“ ral  other  Medical  Gentlemen,  to  whom  money  had  been  imprefted : 
“ and  he  adds,  that  he  had  given  the  moll  pofitive  directions  to  thofe  to 
tc  whom  money  was  imprefted,  to  render  a fatisfaclory  ftatementof  it ; and 
“ that  lie  had  every  reafon  to  believe  that  juftice  had  been  done  to  the 
**  Public  in  all  fuch  cafes.  Notwithftanding,  however,  thefe  affurances  of  Mr. 
££  Keate,  Dr.  Boone  was  required  to  deliver  in  an  account  of  the  expenditure 
« of  the  above  fum  of  8200I.  It  is  ftated  to  us,  that  on  an  examination  of 
“ this  and  other  accounts  in  the  audit  office, it  wasfound  that  they  were  fo  full 
“ of  errors,  as  proved  that  they  could  not  have  undergone  any  fatisfaclory 
££  examination,  for  the  purpofe  of  audit,  before  they  were  tranfmitted  to  the 
tc  auditors.  Some  of  the  errors  in  Dr.  Boone’s  account  were  particularly 
“ pointed  out  to  us  ; but  they  were  of  fo  extraordinary  a nature, 
“ that  it  was  thought  fit  a deputation  of  our  Board  fhould  attend  at 
££  the  aud  it  office,  and  afeertain  the  ftatement  by  their  own  infpec- 
“ <ftion.  This  infpedlion  afforded  ample  confirmation  of  the  fads 
“ alleged,  viz. 

“ That  vouchers  had  been  altered  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  larger 
££  firms  than  they  originally  imported  ; that  double  credits  had  been  taken 
‘£  for  tfye  fame  fervices  ; and  that  items  of  charge  were  introduced  into 
“ the  abftraft  for  larger  fums  than  the  vouchers  juftified.” 

Cbs.  The  urgent  motives  which  produced  the  eftabliffiment  of  the 
General  Hofpital  at  Plymouth  are  fully  ftated  in  the  letter  from  General 
Apr-.No.  1 1.  Lord  George  Lennox  to  Lord  Amherft  given  in  the  Appendix. 

This  Hofpital,  if  it  deferved  that  name,  confifted  of  fhips,  ftables, 
barns,  tents,  alms  houfes  in  Plymouth  Dock,  ftorehoufes  and  other 
buildings  in  its  vicinity.  To  thefe  at  different  times  were  font  an  unprece- 
dented number  of  fick  and  wounded  from  Ireland,  from  tranfports  going  on 
expeditions,  and  of  emigrants  and  other  foreigners  after  the  Ouiberon  ex- 
pedition. Many  alfo  from  time  to  time  were  fent  on  fhore  in  the  worft  ftate 
of  contagious  fever,  when  there  W'as  no  adequate  provifion  either  of  build- 
ings,  bedding,  utenfils  or  medicines  for  their  accommodation  and  relief; 
and  the  unavoidable  difficulty  of  properly  reftraining  or  ascertaining  the 
neceffary  expenditure  for  fuch  articles,  and  for  the  diet,  &c.  of  the  Tick 


( 1 37  ) 

in  thefe  divided  receptacles  and  of  thereby  obviating  abufe8,  would  of  itfelf 
in  fuch  circumflances  have  been  very  great ; but  it  was  often  increafed 
by  the  interference  of  another  authority,  i.  e.  that  of  Sir  Jerome  Fitz- 
patrick, who  had  been  rendered  independent  of  the  Board  and  frequently 
ordered  wine,  medicines,  &c.  without  fuperintendance  or  controul,  for 
which  the  General  in  command  direfted  payment  without  any  ref  erence  to 
the  Army  Medical  Board.  Accounts  of  thefe  and  other  Hofpital  expendi- 
tures, made  under  fuch  circumflances,  were  from  time  to  time  tranfmitted 
to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  of  which  alrnofl  the  whole  bufinefs  devolved 
upon  me  as  Infpeflor  of  Regimental  Hofpitals,  with  only  one  Clerk  for 
the  whole  eflablifhment,whilfl  there  was  more  than  fufficient  occupation  for 
feveral.  That  I principally  undertook  the  talk  of  examining  thefe  and  other 
Hofpital  accounts  and  of  fubmitting  them  to  the  Secretary  at  War  for 
payment,  when  they  appeared  unobjectionable,  is  true  ; but  it  is  far  from 
being  evident  that  this  trouble  and  refponfibility  belonged  exclufively  to 
my  office,  or  that  it  would  have  been  neceffary  for  me  to  fubjedl  myfelf 
to  them  in  regard  to  General  Hofpitals,  if  I had  been  lefs  difpofed  to 
render  myfelf  ufeful.  But  the  Board,  as  then  conflituted,  was  a new 
inflitution,  and  neither  its  general  duties  nor  thofe  of  its  members  indi- 
vidually had  been  fufficiently  fettled ; nor  had  they  any  advantage 
from  the  practice  or  inflrudlions  of  their  predeceffors.  Under 
fuch  circumflances,  however,  I examined  Dr.  Boone’s  accounts,  and  re- 
peatedly detected  errors  in  them,  as  many  of  the  vouchers  will  fhow,  by 
remarks  flill  exifling  upon  them ; but  flronger  proofs  of  this  may  be 
found  in  my  letters  to  him,  particularly  thofe  of  November  19th,  1795  ; 
July  1 6th,  1796;  November  9th,  1796;  November  19th,  1796;  and 
October  31ft,  1797;  and  in  his  to  me,  particularly  thofe  of  April 
31ft,  1796;  June  30th,  1796;  Oflober  30th,  1796,  ready  to  be  pro- 
duced. The  errors  fo  difeovered  were,  however,  always  rectified,  with 
fuch  explanations  as  did  not  leave  on  my  mind  any  fufpicion  of  his  want 
of  integrity.  By  thefe  examinations,  and  by  Dr.  Boone’s  letters  and  re- 
turns, I endeavoured  to  afeertain  the  nature,  reality,  and  propriety  of 
the  various  expenditures  ; and  when  fatisfied  of  thefe  particulars,  I,  from 
neceffity,  left  the  deteflion  of  arithmetical  errors  to  my  then  only  Clerk, 
(having  other  occupations  more  than  fufficient  for  my  whole  time)  and 
when  informed  by  him  that  there  were  no  fuch  errors,  I recommended  to 
the  Secretary  at  War  the  payment  of  the  amount,  or  of  the  balances 
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which  appeared  to  be  due.  The  colleftion  of  the  receipts,  their  accuracy 
and  preservation,  1 always  thought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Agent  of  Army 
Hofpitals  *. 

In  the  year  1804,  Dr.  Boone’s  accounts,  which  had  lain  fome  years 
at  the  Auditor’s  Office,  and  been  almoft  forgotten  by  me,  were  in  their 
courfe  brought  to  an  examination  ; many  of  the  tradefmen’s  bills  were 
then  found  to  be  without  proper  receipts,  and  thefe  being  called  for,  I 
wrote  repeatedly  to  him,  requeuing  that  he  would  fatisfy  the  Auditors  on 
this  fubjeft ; but  inftead  of  doing  it,  he  pretended  that  “ every  account 
of  expenditure  for  Plymouth  Hofpital  had  been  fent  to  my  office.” 
Of  this  pretence  I informed  Mr.  Deare,  Secretary  to  the  Commiffioners, 
&c.  at  the  Audit  Office,  by  my  letter  of  the  23rd  of  April,  1804,  adding 
as  follows  : “ The  tradefmen’s  bills,  it  is  true,  were  fent  and  examined, 
“ but  not  the  receipts  ; thefe,  Dr.  Boone  has  at  other  times  dated,  were 
“ never  furniffied,  and  has  alfo  faid,  that  he  had  burnt  them ; but  as  it 
“ is  the  defire  of  the  Auditors  of  public  accounts  to  have  the  receipts 
of  Plymouth  Hofpital  furniflied  by  the  15  th  of  May  next,  I am 
««  to  requeft  that  you  will  caufe  fuch  letters  to  be  written  to  Dr. 
«*  Boone,  as  will  oblige  him  to  give  fuch  anfwers  to  the  queries 
«*  now  requiring  explanation,  as  will  be  fatisfaftory  to  the  Auditors 
“ of  public  accounts.”  No  fatisfaftion  was,  however,  obtained  from 
Dr.  Boone,  and  I,  therefore,  thought  it  necefiary,  on  the  16th  of 
May,  to  addrefs  a letter  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  dating  as 
follows.  “ Dr.  Boone  has  at  length,  after  many  evafions,  pofitively 
**  refufed  to  aft  in  this  bufmefs  on  any  orders  from  me,  and  I have 
“ to  requeft,  that  the  Secretary  at  War  will  be  pleafed  to  lay  his 
“ commands  on  Dr.  Boone,  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  produce  the  re- 
ceipts  in  queftion,  which  I believe  it  is  in  his  power  to  do,  and  in  which 
“ he  declares  he  will  not  ftir  without  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  at 
“ War.”  I renewed  this  requeft,  by  letter,  on  the  5th  of  June,  dating, 

* It  was  impofiible  for  me  to  demand  receipts,  when  I recommended  the  payment  of 
hills.  Money  was  firft  neceflarily  advanced  for  that  purpofe ; and  it  was  only  after  the 
bills  had  been  paid,  that  the  receipts  for  it  could  be  obtained  by  Dr.  Boone  ; and  as  he 
always  remained  accountable  for  them,  it  did  not  then  appear  to  me  necefiary  that  they 
fhouldbe  haftily  called  for,  and  taken  out  of  his  cuflody,  even  by  the  Agent  of  Army  Hof- 
pitals ; knowing,  as  I had  the  means  of  doing  from  time  to  time,  that  the  tradefmen  had 
been  fatisfied. 
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that  Dr.  Boone  had  lately  (hewn  fome  of  the  receipts  in  quedion*  “ at 
“ the  office  of  the  Army  Medical  Board,  but  refufed  to  deliver  them  up.” 
Some  weeks  after,  however,  a part  of  the  deficient  receipts  were  ob- 
tained, through  the  interference  of  the  Secretary  at  War  ; but,  being 
diflatisfied  with  his  conduct  in  withholding  the  remainder,  I,  on  the  27th 
of  Junetf  1804,  requeded  of  him,  that  Dr.  Boone’s  half-pay  and  allow- 
ances might  be  (lopped  until  fatisfa&ion  (hould  be  obtained  in  this  refpeft  : 
afterwards,  viz.  on  the  1 8th  of  October,  1804,  I had  occafion  to  ad- 
drefs  a letter  to  Mr.  Merry,  dating,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary 
at  War,  that  Dr.  Boone’s  accounts  up  to  the  31ft  of  December  1796, 
had  been  as  a matter  “ of  courfe  delivered  at  the  office  of  the  Army 
“ Medical  Board,  where  they  mud  have  been  examined  and  approved 
“ previous  to  the  balance  being  recommended  for  payment  by  me.”  That 
when  my  recommendation  had  received  the  fantlion  of  the  Secretary  at 
War,  the  Accountant  was  authorifed  to  draw  for  the  money  and  the  ac- 
counts, that  is,  the  tradefmen’s  bills  were  returned  for  payment.  It  was 
then  confidered  to  be  the  Accountant’s  duty  to  retain  thofe  receipts  until 
called  on  to  produce  them.  In  many  indances  the  bills  and  receipts 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  office  of  the  Army  Medical  Board,  and  there  re- 
tained until  called  for  by  the  Agent  of  Army  Hofpitals,  to  be  fent,  with 
his  abdradt,  to  the  Commidioners  for  auditing  the  Public  Accounts.  “ I 
“ believe  (continued  I,)  it  will  be  found,  that  all  thefe  accounts  have 
“ been  fent  in,  and  are  at  this  moment  in  the  Auditor’s  office.  The  on- 
“ ly  deficiency,  as  far  as  I can  underdand  the  letters  of  the  Auditors,  is 
“ the  want  of  receipts  ; for  the  expenditure  is  of  courfe  examined  and 
“ approved  by  me  previous  to  the  payment,  and  therefore  previous  to 
<c  the  receipts  being  attached.  The  refponfibility  for  correftnefs  being 
“ always  fuppofed  by  me  to  be  veded  in  the  Accountant,  I never 
“ thought  it  my  duty  to  examine  whether  proper  receipts  were  attached 
“ to  the  bills ; and,  therefore,  when  my  recommendation  was  approved 
“ by  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  w'hen  Dr.  Boone  was  authorifed  to  draw 
“ for  the  money,  I conceived  my  refponfibility  to  ceafe.” 

“ I have  no  doubt  mvfelf  as  to  the  correftnefs  of  the  expenditures,  and 
the  regularity  of  the  payments,  not  only  for  the  period  mentioned  as  the 
balance  of  accounts  to  December  31,  1796,  but  for  any  other  period. 
The  only  complaint  that  I have  heard  from  the  Auditors,  is  the  want  of 
receipts,  and  thofe  receipts,  I have  reafon  to  believe,  are  in  Dr.  Boone’s 
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“ poffeffion,  who  might  have  given  them  up  with  thofe  that  have  lately  come 
“ to  hand,  when  firft  called  upon  to  do  fo,  and  thereby  have  faved  much 
“trouble  to  the  Secretary  at  War  as  well  as  to  the  Auditors. 

“ If  the  Auditors  will  now  give  up  thofe  accounts,  I am  ready  to  re- 
“ ceive  them,  to  examine  and  to  apply  fpecifkally  to  Dr.  Boone  for  every 
“ individual  voucher  that  may  be  wanted. 

“ I have  hitherto  afted  to  the  bell  of  my  judgment  and  abilities  for  the 
“ good  of  His  Majefty’s  Service.  I have  never  recommended  the  payment  of 
“ any  fum  as  a balance,  but  after  the  belt  inveftigation  in  my  power,  ac- 
“ cording  to  the  means  afforded  me,  and  after  being  thoroughly  convinced 
“ of  the  propriety  of  the  expenditure,  as  well  as  of  the  juflice  of  the 
“demand.  If  any  fubfequent  error  has  arifen,  as  to  form,  it  can- 
“ not  be  afcribed  to  me,  who  had  no  inftructions  or  rules  for  my  guid- 
“ ance ; indeed  I never  did  till  very  lately  hear  of  an  Office  of  Auditors 
“ to  fcrutinize,  after  a lapfe  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  the  propriety  of  payments 
“ fanclioned  by  His  Majefty’s  Secretary  at  War,  and  approved  by  thofe  who 
“ have  been  confidered  by  His  Majefty  as  the  moft  competent  to  judge  of 
“ fuch  propriety  during  a moft  extenfive  war,  different  in  every  refpeft  from 
“ any  preceding  one,  more  fudden  in  its  movements,  and  more  afftidted  by 
“ cafual  and  fevere  difeafes,  than  any  ever  known  before.” 

In  the  month  of  December  following,  Dr.  Boone,  whofe  half  pay,  &c. 
had  been  reftored  (by  the  Secretary  at  War)  on  his  promife  to  deliver  up 
all  vouchers  required,  furnifhed  me  with  receipts  to  the  amount  of  about 
8000I.  and  at  the  fame  time  declared  to  one  of  the  clerks  at  the  Board 
Office,  that  he  was  in  poffeffion  of  all  the  reft,  but  would  not  deliver  them 
up  without  caufing  me  much  trouble.  Of  this  I on  the  26th  of  December 
informed  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  again  requefted  him  to  flop  Dr.  Boone’s 
half-pay  and  allowances. 

Afterwards  upon  my  application  to  the  Commiffioners  for  auditing  the 
Public  Accounts,  thofe  of  Dr.  Boone  were  returned  to  me,  but  in  fo 
much  diforder  as  to  require  the  undifturbed  attention  of  a Angle  perfon, 
during  a confiderable  fpace  of  time  for  their  inveftigation.  What  I 
did  with  them  is  ftated  in  the  following  extract  of  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Deare,  Secretary  to  the  Commiffioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Ac- 
counts, dated  Army  Medical  Board  Office,  Auguft  27,  1805,  viz. 
“ When  thefe  Accounts  were  returned  to  me  from  the  Office  of  the  Com- 
“ miflloners  for  auditing  the  Public  Accounts  for  my  inveftigation,  not 

2 “ fo 


C *41  ) 


“ fo  much  into  the  expenditure,  as  to  afcertain  the  accuracy  of  the  Ac- 
“ counts  themfelves,  and  that  there*were  receipts  correfponding  with  each 
“ voucher,  my  examination  was  much  more  minute.  I proceeded  regu- 
“ larly  through  the  different  months,  according  to  the  mode  in  which 
“ the  accounts  had  been  originally  kept  and  fent  in  ; and  my  chief  ob- 
“ fervations  relied  on  errors  in  calculation,  on  deficiency  in  receipts,  or 
“ palpable  miltakes  in  figures.  I proceeded  in  this  manner  until  I came 
“ to  the  examination  of  the  abftradt,  and  correfpondent  vouchers  for  the 
« month  of  January  1797.  Here  my  attention  was  moll  particularly 
“ arrefled. 

“ The  Commilfioners  are  aware  of  the  great  deficiency  of  receipts  to 
“ thefe  accounts  when  returned  to  me  from  their  office  ; after  much  cor- 
“ refpondence  with  Dr.  Boone,  I at  laft  received  from  him,  through  the 

“ interference  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  a very  confiderable  number, 

“ which  will  be  found  attached  to  their  refpedlive  bills.  Amongll  thefe 
“ was  found  a bill,  or  rather  fub-abllradt  of  tradefmens  fmall  bills  for 
“ the  month  of  January  1797,  made  out  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 

“ Gibbons,  Clerk  and  Storekeeper  at  that  time  of  Plymouth  Hofpital, 

“ and  which  is  inclofed,  marked  No.  1.  ; on  comparing  this  with  a fimi- 
“ lar  account  in  the  ufual  hand-writing  of  Dr.  Boone,  which  will  be  found 
“ in  his  accounts  for  that  month,  a copy  of  which,  for  the  facility  of  re- 
“ ference,  is  inclofed,  marked  No.  2.,  and  a copy  of  Mr.  Gibbons's 

receipt  marked  No.  3.  the  very  linking  difference  between  charges  ap- 
“ parently  the  fame,  led  me  to  retrace  my  Heps,  and  enter  into  a Hill  more 
“ minute  examination.  In  purfuance  of  this  I opened  a correfpondence 
“ with  perfons  at  Plymouth  ; but  not  deriving  the  information  from  them 
“ which  I particularly  required,  I felt  it  incumbent  on  me  to  propofe  to 
**  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  I might  be  permitted  to  fend  down  to  Ply- 
“ mouth  two  able  and  confidential  perfons  to  inllitute  and  purfue  the 
44  enquiries  which  appeared  to  me  fo  neceffary.  The  Secretary  at  War 
44  was  pleafed  to  approve  of  this  meafure,  and  accordingly  my  Affillant, 

“ Mr.  R.  Keate  and  Mr.  Sheppard,  Accomptant  to  the  Army  Medical 
“ Board,  were  ordered  to  Plymouth  on  this  duty.  I cannot  more  fully 
“ anfwer  the  objedl  the  Commilfioners  have  in  view,  or  give  a more  am- 
“ pie  detail  of  the  refult  of  my  invelligation,  than  by  inclofing 
“ a copy  of  the  Report  made  to  me  by  thofe  gentlemen  on  the  differ- 
**  ent  points  to  which  I directed  their  attention:  I cannot  help  App.N0.2x. 

“ obferving 
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“ obferving,  that  although  one  abftrad  only  of  thefe  fmall  bills  is  found 
“ in  Mr.  Gibbons’s  hand-writing,  yet,  as  his  receipts  are,  for  feveral 
“ months,  lefs  than  the  fame  charge  made  by  Dr.  Boone,  it  might  throw 
“ ftill  further  light  on  this  part  of  Dr.  Boone’s  accounts,  if  Mr.  Gibbons 
“ was  ordered  to  produce  all  the  abftrads  be  gave  Dr.  Boone  to  corref- 
“ pond  with  the  amount  of  his  receipts. 

tc  I cannot  conclude,  without  remarking,  that  merely  confufion  and 
“ irregularity  would  not  be  furprifing  at  the  period  in  queftion,  and  the 
“ Commiflioners  muft  be'  pleafed  to  take  into  their  confideration,  that 
“ Hofpital  Eftabliflnnents  were  at  that  time  in  their  infancy ; that  there 
cc  was  no  preparation  at  Plymouth  for  the  reception  of  lick,  until  the 
“ lamentable  difeafe  and  mortality,  which  occurred  at  that  period,  ren- 
{C  dered  it  neceffary  to  provide  any  accommodation  that  could  be  pro- 
“ cured ; and  under  the  then  exifting  circumftances  much  deviation 
“ from  regularity  would  have  been  natural  and  unavoidable,  even  in  the 
moil  perfed  Hofpital  Eftablifhment  of  the  prefent  day. 

“ I have  the  honor,  &c.” 

To  the  preceding  letter,  I received  the  following  anfwer  from  Mr. 
Deare : viz. 

“ Sir, 

“ The  Commifhoners  for  auditing  the  Public  Accounts  have  directed  me 
“ to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  Auguft  laft,  with 
“ its  feveral  enclofures,  relative  to  the  accounts  of  Dr.  John  Boone,  late 
“ Ading  Purveyor  of  the  Iiofpitals  at  Plymouth,  between  the  years  1793 
“ and  1 800,  and  to  ftate  to  you  the  fatisfadion  which  the  Board  feel  in 
“ obferving  the  great  attention  you  have  inanifefted,  in  fo  clofely  invefti- 
“ gating  the  bufinefs  in  queftion  j affuring  you,  they  (hall  immediately 
“ adopt  fuch  mcafures  upon  the  information  with  which  you  have  fur- 
“ niflied  them,  as  they  (liall  deem  belt  calculated  to  bring  to  light  the 
“ frauds  which,  from  prefent  appearances,  there  is  too  much  reafon  to 
“ fufped.  “ I am,  &c.” 

Here  is  a plain  narration  of  fads,  which  may  be  proved  in  every  parti- 
cular by  authentic  documents,  and  which  I have  thought  necetfary 
in  order  to  obviate  the  very  ferious  errors  that  every  one  muft  fall  into, 
who  reads  only  the  Report  of  the  Commiftioners : a report,  which,  not- 

withftanding 
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vlthftanding  my  rdpect  for  their  characters,  as  well  as  for  the  authority 
by  which  they  were  appointed,  I mull  confider  as  exhibiting  a remarkable, 
and  I hope,  it  will  be  a folitary  inftance  of  deficient  candour,  at  lead,  in 
gentlemen  holding  fuch  an  appointment.  For  though  they  have  placed 
among  the  latter  Appendages  to  their  Report,  copies  of  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Deare,  of  the  27th  Augull,  1805,  Hating  the  means  and  Heps  by  which  I 
had  detected  w'hat  are  now  confidered  as  the  frauds  of  Dr.  Boone,  and 
alfo  of  Mr.  Deare’s  anfwer,  informing  me  of  the  fatisfadlion  which  the 
Auditors  had  felt,  in  obferving  the  great  attention  I had  manifelled,  in 
fo  clofely  invefligating  that  bufinefs ; yet  they  (the  Commiflioners)  have 
carefully  avoided  the  flighted  mention  of  this  letter  in  their  Report,  leav- 
ing it  buried  in  a place,  where  I am  perfuaded  not  one  reader  in  a hun- 
dred will  be  induced  to  notice  it ; and  this  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Deare,  communicating  my  difcovery  of  Dr.  Boone’s  apparent 
frauds ; for  though  they  have  inferted  in  their  Report  a paflfage  of  my 
letter,  explaining  what  had  been  my  opinion  of  my  own  duties,  in  regard 
to  fuch  accounts  as  thofe  of  Dr.  Boone,  they  have  only  done  it  for  the 
purpofe  of  conteding  that  opinion  ; and  in  their  marginal  reference,  (per- 
haps by  an  error  of  the  prefs)  they  dirett  the  reader  to  a very  different 
document ; they  have,  at  the  fame  time,  carefully  avoided  the  flighted 
mention,  in  the  Report  itfelf,  of  my  having  been  the  fird  detedlor  of 
Dr.  Boone’s  frauds  or  errors.  On  the  contrary,  the  Report  is  drawn  fo 
unfairly,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  equivocally,  (I  will  not  fay  artfully) 
that  thofe  who  read  it  mud  naturally  be  led  to  conclude,  that  the  whole 
merit  of  this  dete&ion  belonged  either  to  themfelves,  or  to  the  Auditors 
of  the  Public  Accounts.  Nor  is  this  all ; for  by  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  noticed  the  opinion  I gave,  * (a  little  before  the  detection)  that  the 
money  paid  to  Dr.  Boone  had  been  fairly  expended  for  the  ufe  of  the 

* I made  this  declaration  with  the  greatefl  fincerity,  having  full  copviftion  that  the  bills 
•f  expenditure,  compofing  the  fums  for  which  receipts  were  wanting,  related  to  articles  that 
had  been  a&ually,  and  bona  fide,  fupplied  for  the  ufe  of  the  Hofpital ; and  I have  ftill  the 
fame  convi&ion,  excepting  only  that  I now  believe  what  was  not  then  fufpedfed,  that  the 
tnue  amount  of  the  bills  has  been  increafed  by  alterations  of  the  figures ; and  thefe  altera- 
tions were  probably  the  caufe  of  Dr  Boone’s  unwillingnefs  to  produce  his  receipts,  as  it 
would  be  difcovered  by  them,  that  the  fums  for  which  they  were  given,  fell  fhort  of  the 
amount  charged  in  his  bills.  It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  articles  men. 
tioned  in  thofe  bills  were  not  fupplied  for  the  Hofpital,  but  only  that  their  real  prices  were 
lower  than  thofe  indicated  by  the  altered  nnmbers. 
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fick,  and  by  their  concealment  or  filence  in  regard  to  my  exertions  to 
detect  his  frauds,  they  have  given  occafion  for  thofe,  who  do  not  read 
with  more  than  common  attention,  to  fuppofe  it  probable  at  lead,  that 
there  might  have  been  fome  participation  or  connivance  on  my  part 
with  Dr.  Boone  in  his  delinquencies.  That  fuch  mi flakes  have  been 
made,  I am  well  affured.  Whether  it  became  gentlemen,  clothed  with 
their  authority,  to  expofe  an  innocent  and,  I hope,  meritorious  indi- 
vidual to  fuch  injurious  mifconceptions,  and  whether  documents, 
tending  to  criminate  me,  would  have  been  palled  over,  or  hid,  like 
thofe  of  a contrary  nature,  I leave  to  the  judgment  of  others.  In 
regard  to  myfelf,  I have  the  fatisfaclion  of  knowing,  what  I believe 
every  candid  and  intelligent  reader  of  the  foreging  flatement  will 
admit,  that  during  the  whole  of  this  bufmefs  I have  been  actuated  bv  the 
moll  difmterefled  and  upright  intentions,  and  that  I fpared  no  exertions 
to  detect  every  error  and  delinquency  as  foon  as  there  was  reafon  to 
fufpedl  the  exiftence  of  any.  The  Commiffioners  have  indeed  chofen  to 
blame  me  for  having  placed  too  much  confidence  in  Dr.  Boone,  who 
was  ftationed  at  Plymouth  by  Mr.  Hunter,  though  he  had  been  nearly 
50  years  in  the  public  fervice  with  an  unblemifhed  character,  and  was 
at  that  time  holding  one  of  the  mofl  refpeftable  fituations  therein  ; and 
though,  in  faft,  I placed  no  more  confidence  in  him  than  it  had  been 
ufual  to  place  in  perfons  holding  fimilar  offices,  which  neceffarily  require 
truft,  excepting  a reafonable  allowance  for  the  very  embarraffing  and 
difficult  circumflances  by  wffiich  he  was  for  fome  time  furrounded,  an 
allowance  prefcribed  to  me  by  my  owm  feelings,  and  by  the  divine  rule  of 
doing  unto  others  that  which  we  would  have  others  do  unto  us : if  this 
be  a fault,  it  is  one  winch  the  Commiflioners  certainly  have  not  committed 
towards  me;  on  the  contrary,  without  regard  for  the  difficulties  of  my 
fituation,  overloaded  as  I was  with  bufinefs  beyond  the  powers  of  any 
individual  and  with  no  adequate  affiftance,  they  have  endeavoured  to 
give  an  arbitrary  extenfion  to  my  duties,  (according  to  their  own  con- 
ceptions,) far  beyond  my- conceptions  when  I undertook  to  difeharge 
them,  and  this  in  regard  to  tranfa&ions  which  had  patted  ten 
years  before  their  owm  appointment,  and  to  impofe  on  me  a rigorous 
attention  to  forms,  which  had  then  never  been  prattifed.  It  wras  noto- 
rious that  the  members  of  the  Anny  Medical  Boat'd  were  not  regular 
accountants  either  by  education  or  profeffion ; they  conceived  it  to  be 
* - fufficient 
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fufficient,  if,  in  regard  to  the  public  expenditure,  they  obtained  that 
reafonable  conviction  which  would  have  fatisfied  them  in  difburfing  their 
own  monies.Had  they  fuppofed  that  more  would  have  been  required  of 
them,  they  would  have  earneftly  folicited  an  immediate  eftablilhment  of  fuch 
a diltinct  office  as  was  created  in  1803,  for  the  examination  and  controul  of 
the  expenditure  of  Army  Hofpitals,  with  a Comptroller,  and  the  aflillance 
of  as  many  Clerks  as  might  be  required.  Could  it  reafonably  be  expedited  of 
methat  with  the  load  of  my  other  duties  and  only  a fingle  Clerk  for  the  whole 
bufinefs  of  the  office,  I fhould  go  through  the  fame  minute  examinations  and 
the  lame  formalities  in  regard  to  Hofpital  Accounts  as  may  now  be  properly 
required  from  the  New  Eftablilhment,  which  doubtlefs  would  have  been 
made  fooner  by  the  Government  if  fuch  formalities  had  been  expected 
from  me  ? The  bufinefs  of  the  Army  Medical  Board,  as  I have  before 
faid,  was  perhaps  never  greater  at  any  periods  than  at  thofe  in  which  Dr. 
Boone’s  expenditures  were  made,  and  if  an  eftablifhment,  which  colts 
nearly  ten  times  as  much  as  that  which  was  then  allowed  to  the  Board,  be  not 
at  prefent  too  much  (and  experience  proves  that  it  is  not  fo,)  could  I with 
inadequate  means  be  required  to  attain  the  prefent  perfection  of  formality 
and  of  exactitude  in  Hofpital  Accounts  ? Surely  this  queftion  requires 
no  anfwer. 

After  all,  what  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  my  fault  or  omiflion  ? This 
and  only  this,  that  I did  not  in  the  firft  inftance  deteCt  errors  or  impo- 
fitions  which  were  fo  artfully  contrived  that  the  auditors  themfelves  did  not 
detect  them,  and  which,  were  only  difcovered  by  me  when  the  accounts 
were  delivered  back  to  me  from  the  Audit  Office ; and  that  I did  not  fufpeCt 
one,  who  had  ferved  the  Public  wdth  a fair  character  for  nearly  half  a 
©entury,  of  the  commifiion  of  frauds,  which,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the 
Commiffioners,  “ were  of  fo  extraordinary  a nature  that  it  wras  thought 
“ fit  a deputation  of  our  (their)  Board  fhould  attend  the  Audit  Office  and 
“ afcertain  the  llatement  by  their  own  infpeCtion  j”  what  they  could  not 
believe  after  being  told  of  it,  without  ocular  proof,  they  blame  me  for  not 
having  fufjpeCted  when  there  wras  no  apparent  reafon  for  doing  fo.  They 
w'ould  require  of  me  fuch  a propenfiiy  to  fulpicion  as  would  only  be  excu- 
fable  in  one  who  had  been  either  long  praCtifed  in  frauds  or  a great  fufferer 
by  them,  though  they  can  allow  themfelves  to  place  an  almoft  implicit 
and  unreferved  confidence  in  men  whofe  names  I am  tired  of  mentioning. 
It  does  not  become  me  to  enquire  concerning  the  purpofe  for  which  this 
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bufinefs  was  Introduced  by  the  Commiftioners  into  their  Report ; but  of 
the  good  likely  to  refult  from  it  I may  be  allowed  to  form  an  opinion, 
becaufe  I can  judge  of  it  feelingly.  And  my  opinion  is,  that  by  their 
flatements  they  have  obtained  credit  for  what  they  have  not  done  and  have 
deprived  me  of  that  which  I had  well  deferved  in  this  bufinefs ; and  that 
they  have  not  added  one  particle  to  the  difeoveries  made  before  their  in- 
terference refpe&ing  Dr.  Boone’s  errors  or  impofitions,  nor  in  any  de- 
gree contributed  towards  finding  out  a remedy  for  them,  having  left  the 
bufinefs  precifely  as  they  found  it  ; though  it  might  have  been  expected 
that  after  making  themfelves  acquainted  with  the  fubject,  they  would  not 
have  been  fatisfied  with  merely  producing  from  it  an  epifode  calculated 
only  to  gain  popular  applaufe  to  themfelves,  and  reflect  blame  on  me, 
but  that  they  would  have  employed  their  authority  in  procuring  farther 
information.  Had  they  been  pleafed  even  to  call  upon  my  afliftant  and 
the  accountant  in  the  Comptroller’s  Office,  who  were  fent  to  Plymouth 
by  me,  and  who  fucceeded  beyond  expectation  in  detecting  the  greateft 
and  worft  part  of  Dr.  Boone’s  impofitions,  fome  ufeful  information 
might,  I believe,  have  been  obtained  from  them  which  does  not  appear 
' on  the  face  of  the  accounts,  and  which  would  have  fatisfaftorily  proved 
the  extreme  degree  of  art  pradtifed  by  Dr.  Boone  to  obviate  either  fufpi- 
cion  or  detection. 

This  is  the  only  confider.tble  infiance  of  fraud  that  has  occurred  during 
14  years  in  the  Army  Medical  Department,  though,  till  lately,  fo  ill  pro- 
vided with  means  to  guard  againft  impofition,  and  though  the  whole  ex- 
penditure, including  that  of  the  Regimental  Hofpitals,  has  amounted  to 
feveral  millions  : and  if  fome  little  lofs,  beyond  the  fioppages  of  Dr. 
Boone’s  half-pay,  and  of  what  may  otherwife  be  recovered  from  him, 
Ihould  remain,  greater  lofles  will  probably  be  found  to  have  occurred  in 
other  departments  better  provided  againft  them. 

Before  I conclude  this  fubjeft,  I beg  leave  to  ftate  that  while  mentioning 
in  my  evidence,  as  given  in  Appendix  No.  7.  of  Report,  fol.  no.  the 
great  utility  of  the  accountant  in  the  office  of  the  Army  Medical  Board, 
“ many  errors,  and  fome  frauds  having  been  detected  by  him  in  the 
“ former  accounts  of  the  agent  of  Army  Hofpitals,  which  had  efcaped 
“ the  vigilance  of  the  fub-accountants,  of  the  clerk  of  the  Board  Office, 
“ the  accountant  at  the  War  Office,  and  the  Office  of  Auditors,”  I didnot 
allude,  in  the  fliglueft  degree,  to  the  accounts  of  the  agent  of  Army  Hofpi- 
tals j 
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tals,  Mr.  Window,  nor  intend  to  impute  any  fraudulent  aft  whatever  to 
that  gentleman,  whofe  character  I have  uniformly  had  reafon  to  confider  as 
perfeftly  upright,  but  I alluded  to  thofe  of  fome  of  the  Sub-accountants 
to  him. 

ARTICLE  XLIV.  Page  77,  of  Report. 

“ It  feems  that  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  refer  fome  of  the 
“ Hofpital  Accounts  (for  expences  incurred  before  his  appointment)  to 
“ the  Comptroller  of  Army  Hofpital  Accounts  : one  of  them,  for  expen- 
“ diture  in  Chatham  Hofpital,  finally  fuppreffed  in  the  year  1805,  is 
“ Hated  to  have  been  under  Mr.  Knight’s  revifion  in  May  1807,  but 
“ in  Oftober  laft  it  was  Hated,  that  his  other  occupations  had  not  per- 
“ mitted  him  to  pay  any  attention  to  it.  This  account  is  certainly  de- 
“ ferving  of  clofe  inveftigation  ; for  the  money  drawn  between  the  25th 
“ September  1800  and  the  16th  July  1801,  amounted  to  9998I.  8s.  3d. 
“ and  as  the  number  of  patients,  during  that  period,  in  Chatham  Hof- 
“ pital,  was,  on  an  average,  only  299,  their  maintenance  appears  to  have 
“ coll  nearly  2s.  3d.  per  diem.” 

Obs.  The  Hofpital  at  Chatham,  which  is  pointed  out  as  having  been 
conducted  in  a very  expenfive  manner,  was  placed,  during  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  period  flated,  i.  e.  from  the  beginning  of  December 
1800,  to  the  1 6th  of  July  1801,  under  the  foie  management  and  controul 
of  Dr.  Jackfon,  (to  whofe  name  an  eulogium  is  almoft  always  annexed  in 
the  Report,)  without  any  reference  to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  as  to  its 
interior  oeconorry.  This  information  may,  perhaps,  lead  the  Commif- 
fioners  to  contrail  his  actual  praftice  in  managing  Hofpitals  with  thofe 
ceconomical  plans  by  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  captivate  them. 

ARTICLE  XLV.  Pages  85,  of  Report. 

Having  Rated  at  the  conclufion  of  Article  XX.  that  1 Ihould,  towards 
the  clofe  of  this  work,  offer  fome  obfervations  concerning  the  Medical 
Eftablilhments  of  the  Ordnance,  the  Navy,  and  the  Eall  India  Company, 
I lhall  now  proceed  to  acquit  myfelf  of  that  promife,  although  I cannot  do 
this  without  much  reluftance  at  being  compelled  to  notice  departments 
with  which  I am  unconnefted,  by  the  very  difadvantageous  and,  I think, 
unjuft  reprefentations  which  the  Commiflioners  have  given  of  the  Me- 
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dical  Eftabliftnnent  of  the  army,  as  compared  with  the  Eftabliffiments  of 
thofe  fervices.  That  of  the  Ordnance  is  the  firft  for  notice,  according  ;o 
the  feries  given  in  the  Report,  and  I lhall  therefore  adduce  the  various 
pafiages  relative  to  it,  which  appear  to  be  moll  deferving  of  attention. 

Section  i.  Extract  from  Report,  page  35. 

<c  The  Medical  Eftablilhment  of  the  Ordnance  confifts  of  an  Infpec- 
“ tor  General,  appointed  in  May  1806,  a Surgeon  General,  an  Affif- 
<c  tant  Surgeon  General,  13  Surgeons,  one  Apothecary-,  appointed  in 
“ Odlobcr  1806,  24  Afliftant  Surgeons,  many  fupemumerary  Afliftant 
“ Surgeons,  and  fix  or  feven  civil  Surgeons,  refident  at  certain  ftations, 
“ whofe  pay  is  only  3s.  6d.  per  diem. 

“ No  perfon  from  the  Ordnance  Department  attends  at  Surgeon’s  Col- 
“ lege  at  the  examination  of  candidates  for  employment  in  this  fervice  ; 
“ but  few,  if  any,  are  employed  who  have  not  diplomas  from  the  College 
« of  Surgeons  in  London,  Dublin,  or  Edinburgh.  No  difficulty  is  found 
“ in  procuring  gentlemen,  fo  qualified,  to  fill  vacancies  when  any  occur  ; 
“ and  there  are  generally  candidates  on  the  lift  waiting  for  vacancies.  No 
“ medical  perfons  are  employed  on  the  Foreign  fervice  of  the  Ordnance 
“ who  have  not  been  previoully  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  the  Hofpi- 
“ tal  at  Woolwich.  The  Mafter  General  appoints  the  Medical  Officers 
“ originally  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Infpe&or  General ; and  pro- 
“ motion,  if  there  be  no  objection,  always  goes  according  to  fenibrfty. 

“ The  great  diftin&ion,  therefore,  which  appears  in  this  view  of  the 
“ conftitution  of  the  Medical  Eftablilhment  of  the  Ordnance,  and  in  that 
“ which  we  have  given  of  the  Army  Medical  Eftabliftnnent  is  that,  in  the 
“ firft  the  perfons  at  the  head  of  the  Department  have  a general  experience 
“ in  Military  Medical  praftice ; that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Infpe&or 
“ General,  they  are  folely  occupied  in  their  Ordnance  employment  at  the 
“ head-quarters  of  the  Ordnance.  That,  although  on  the  firft  appoint- 
“ ment  of  Medical  Officers,  the  diplomas  alluded  to  are  thought  fufficient 
“ teftimonials  of  their  ability,  yet  that  no  one  is  employed  on  Foreign 
“ fervice,  who  has  not  been  previoully  acquainted  with  Hofpital  pi-aftice  at 
“ Woolwich,  and  that  promotion,  unlefs  in  fpecial  cafes,  goes  by  feniority.” 

From  the  preceding  extratt  it  appears  to  be  thought  a fufficient  qualifi- 
cation if  the  candidate  for  employment  in  the  Ordnance  fervice  can  produce 
a certificate  from  either  of  the  Colleges  of  Surgeons  in  the  three  great  ca- 
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pitals  of  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  army,  however,  the  Medical  can- 
didate muft  pofiefs  more  than  a mere  certificate  from  any  one  of  thofe  Col- 
leges ; for  he  is  not  only  required  to  pafs  the  ul'ual  Surgical  Examination 
at  the  London  College  of  Surgeons,  where  the  Surgeon  General  is  prefent, 
but  he  muft  alfo  pafs  a Medical  Examination  before  the  Army  Medical 
Board,  previoufly  to  his  obtaining  the  appointment  of  Hofpital  Mate  ; and 
therefore,  although  the  latter  fervice  may  find  more  difficulty  in  procuring 
the  many  Hofpital  Mates  which  it  requires,  than  the  former  in  procuring 
the  few,  this  caufe  of  difficulty  will,  it  is  prefumed,  deferve  commenda- 
tion rather  than  cenfure. 

The  want  of  Medical  knowledge  in  the  candidates  for  the  Ordnance 
fs  palliated  by  the  Commiffioners  in  a manner  which  may  furprife  many  of 
my  readers ; after  mentioning  in  page  84  of  Report,  that  they  do  not' 
undergo  “ previous  Medical  examination,”  they  continue  thus,  “ no 
c<  Affiftant  Surgeon  is,  however,  employed  in  the  foreign  fervice  of  the 
“ Ordnance  until  he  has  gone  through  a regular  attendance  at  the  Hofpital 
w at  Woolwich,  where  of  courfe  he  will  acquire  this  necelfary  part  of  a 
“•  Military  Surgeon’s  edutation.”  Were  it  even  granted  that  this  acquifition 
is  as  much  a matter  “ of  courfe,”  as  the  Commiffioners  appear  to  believe, 
this  at  leaft  is  certain,  that  time  muft  be  confumed  in  the  completion  of 
his  education,  and  that  fome  expence  is  entailed  on  the  Public  for  his 
maintenance  during  that  interval  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  expence  or  hazard 
to  which  the  healths  of  the  patients  entrufted  to  his  care  are  fubje&ed,) 
which  expence  is  wholly  or  in  a great  meafure  faved  to  the  Public,  by 
that  excellent  regulation  enjoined  to  the  Army  Medical  Board  which  re- 
quires that  the  Candidate  fhall  evince  a certain  portion  of  medical  know- 
ledge before  he  can  receive  the  appointment  of  Hofpital  Mate. 

Much  ftrefs  appears  to  be  laid  on  the  promotion  of  the  Medical  Officers 
in  the  Ordnance,  which,  “ unlefs,  in  fpecial  cafes,  goes  by  feniority,”  and 
the  aim  with  which  this  ftrefs  is  laid  will  be  obvious  from  the  following 
palfage,  taken  from  page  85  of  the  Report,  where  the  fubjedl  is  refuined  : 

“ In  another  point,  too,  the  pra&ice  of  the  Ordnance  fervice  (and  it  is 
“ nearly  the  fitme  in  the  Navy)  appears  to  be  fuperior  to  that  which  has 
“ prevailed  in  the  Army  fervice.  This  refpefls  the  courfe  obferved  in 
“ promotions.  In  the  Ordnance  fervice,  we  learn  that  the  medical  offi- 
“ cers  are  promoted  according  to  feniority  ; and  in  the  Navy,  great  atv 
“ tendon  is  (hewn  to  this  claim  ; and  no  one  is  appointed  a Phyfician  to 
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u the  Fleet  until  after  five  years  actual  l'ervicc  as  a Surgeon.  In  the 
“ Army,  directions  are  given  in  Ilis  Maj city’s  warrant  of  12th  March 
“ 1798,  that  the  Affidant  Surgeons  lhould  be  taken  from  the  Ilofpital 
“ Mates,  and  the  Surgeons  of  Regiments  from  the  Alfiltant  Surgeons, 
“ who  were  to  be  preferred  according  to  ‘ length  or  merit  of  fervice 
“ but  there  are  no  directions  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Surgeons  to 
“ the  Forces,  (or-  Staff  Surgeons.)  It  has  been  left  therefore  to  the  Sur- 
“ geon  General,  in  whofe  patronage  both  thefe  appointments  are,  to 
“ exercife  his  own  diferetion  entirely  in  the  lad  appointments,  and  with 
“ very  little  reltriction  in  the  fil'd.  It  is  not  now  the  quedion,  whether 
“ thefe  appointments  have  been  always  judicioufly  made,  but  whether  it 
“ would  not  have  been  more  generally  fatisfaefcory  to  the  Army  Medical 
cc  Officers,  and  more  confident  with  the  courfe  obferved  in  other 
“ branches  of  the  military  fervice,  if,  with  the  exception  of  unfitnefs, 
“ or  any  other  exception  equally  obvious,  a regard  in  promotions  had 
“ been  always  given  to  feniority.” 

Upon  what  information  the  Commiffioners  have  proceeded  in  making 
this  datement  I am  unable  to  difeover ; but,  although  feniority  has  never 
been  confidered  by  me  as  a fufficient  ground,  when  it  was  the  foie  ground, 
for  recommending  Medical  Officers  for  promotion,  I can  with  confidence 
affert  that  it  has  always  had  the  chief  influence  on  my  recommendations. 
I abftain  from  adducing  documents  as  proofs  of  the  truth  of  this  declara- 
tion, becaufe  I believe  that  it  cannot  fairly  be  contradicted,  nor  indeed 
doubted,  when  I date  that  I am  ordered  by  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Commander  in  Chief  to  lay  before  him  an  annual  return  exhibiting  the 
length  of  fervice  abroad  and  at  home  of  the  Army  Surgeons  and  Affidant 
Surgeons ; and  alfo  becaufe  the  production  of  proofs  of  fuch  a nature 
may,  without  neceffity,  afledt  in  various  ways  the  individuals  named  in 
them,  whofe  feelings  I am  bound  to  refpeCt. 

With  regard  to  the  red  of  the  account  given  by  the  Commiffioners 
refpecting  the  Medical  Edablilhment  of  the  Ordnance,  it  is  only  neceflary 
to  obferve,  that  the  Ordnance  is  a department  of  a peculiar  nature,  and 
one  which  bears  but  a fmall  proportion  to  the  Army ; that  the  detach- 
ments from  it  which  are  fent  on  fervice  are  very  weak  in  comparifon  to 
the  red  of  the  troops;  that  a very  fmall  Medical  Edabliffiment  accom- 
panies them  ; that  they  are  frequently  left  entirely  to  the  care  of  the  Me- 
dical Officers  of  the  Line,  into  the  hofpitals  of  which  they  are  received 
and  treated  as  the  foldiers  of  the  Line  ; and  that  in  all  cafes  on  foreign 
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fervice  they  are  fupplied  with  medicines  and  hofpital  (lores  from  the  ge- 
neral Depots  of  the  Army  Medical  Department ; fo  that  this  mode  of  ac- 
commodation, while  it  relieves  the  Ordnance  from  much  trouble  and 
refponfibility,  tends  materially  to  diminifh  the  neceffity  of  a large  Medical 
Ellablifhment  for  that  department  on  foreign  duty.  Thofe  arrangements 
therefore  which  the  Ordnance  has  made  on  a fmall  fcale  for  the  immedi- 
ate care  of  its  fick  cannot  (however  judicious  for  that  fervice)  be  con- 
fidered  as  fit  to  be  adopted  by  the  Army  Medical  Board,  whofe  duty  it  is 
to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  army  at  large,  as  well  as  for  extraordi- 
nary aid  to  other  departments. 

Section  2.  Extra&s  from  Pages  36  and  37  of  Report. 

“ The  eflablifhments  at  the  Naval  Hofpitals  are  according  to  their  ex- 
<c  tent.  At  Haflar,  calculated  to  receive  1 ,800  patients,  there  are  three  Phy- 
“ ficians,  three  Surgeons,  one  Difpenfer,  and  twelve  Hofpital  Mates.  At 
“ Plymouth,  calculated  to  receive  1,200  patients,  there  are  two  Phy- 
“ ficians,  two  Surgeons,  one  Difpenfer,  and  ten  Mates ; but  the  number 
“ of  Mates  varies  with  the  number  of  patients.  According  to  this  pro- 
“ portion,  therefore,  it  feems  to  be  confidered  that  one  Phyfician,  one 
“ Surgeon,  and  four  or  five  Mates  are  fufficient  for  600  patients. 

“ It  is  required  that  candidates  for  employment,  previous  to  their  ap- 
“ pointment  in  the  Medical  Service  of  the  navy,  (hould  produce  certifi- 
“ cates  of  their  furgical  abilities  from  the  College  of  Surgeons  at  London, 
“ Dublin,  or  Edinburgh,  and  that  they  (hould  be  examined  as  to  their 
“ fkill  in  phyfic  by  the  Medical  Member  of  the  Tranfport  Board. 

“ All  perfons  entering  into  the  Naval  Medical  Service  mud  fird  ferve 
“ as  Affiflant  Surgeons  : thefe  are  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Surgeon, 
“ according  to  the  time  that  they  have  ferved,  and  the  characters  which 
“ they  have  obtained  for  general  good  condu&  and  profeffional  (kill  ; 
“ and  they  muff  again  undergo  an  examination  before  the  College  of 
“ Surgeons  and  the  Medical  Member  of  the  Board,  unlefs  they  (hall 
“ have  been  certified,  in  the  fird  indance,  to  be  duly  qualified  for  the 
“ rank  of  Surgeon. 

“ Hofpital  Mates,  Affidant  Surgeons,  and  Surgeons,  are  appointed  by 
“ the  Tranfport  Board.  We  underdand  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in 
“ procuring  Hofpital  Mates  and  Affidant  Surgeons,  properly  qualified, 
“ and  that  the  number  deficient  at  prefent  cannot  be  lei's  than  600.  Phy- 
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« ficians  to  the  Fleet,  and  to  the  Hofpitals,  and  Surgeons  to  Hofpi- 
“ tals,  are  appointed  by  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  ; 
“ they  mull,  however,  all  be  fele&ed  from  the  lift  of  Navy  Surgeons ; 
“ and  the  Phyficians  mull  have  ferved  five  years  as  Surgeons. 

“ It  appears,  therefore,  that  in  the  Medical  Service  of  the  Navy,  as  in 
“ that  of  the  Ordnance,  the  medical  fuperintendance  is  in  thofe  who  muft 
“ neceffarily  have  had  great  medical  experience  in  the  fervice  ; and  that 
« their  attention  is  folely  dedicated  to  their  employments ; and  that  the 
« Medical  Eftablifhments  of  the  great  Naval  Hofpitals  at  Haflar  and  Ply- 
« mouth  are  very  inferior,  in  proportion  to  the  Tick  calculated  to  be  re- 
“ ceived  at  them,  to  thofe  which  have  been  eftablifhed  in  the  Army  Ge- 
“ neral  Hoipitals.” 

Obs.  The  firft  point  to  which  I fhall  folicit  the  attention  of  the  reader 
is  to  the  alleged  inferiority  of  the  eftablifhments  attached  to  Naval  Hof- 
pitals, from  which  inferiority,  if  it  really  exift,  a charge  of  profufe  expen- 
diture will  neceffarily  refult  .againft  ntyfelf,  who  have  the  controul  of  the 
General  Hofpitals  of  the  Army.  In  drawing  up  their  ftatement,  however, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  Commiffioners  have,  as  ufual,  avoided  enquiry 
into  the  actual  ftate  of  things,  but  have  been  fatisfied  with,  and  milled  bv, 
mere  appearances.  They  learnt  that  the  Naval  Hofpital  at  Haflar  was  “calcu- 
“ lated  to  receive  1 800  patients  and  that  the  Naval  Hofpital  at  Plymouth 
was  “ calculated  to  receive  1200  patients,”  and  fuppofing  thefe  Hofpitals 
were  ufually  full,  they  proceeded  to  divide  the  number  of  the  patients  by 
the  number  of  the  Medical  Officers,  and  by  this  computation  they  difcovered 
cc  that  at  thefe  hofpitals  one  Phyfician,  one  Surgeon,  and  four  or  five  mates 
<£  are  fufficient  for  600  patients.”  Knowing,  as  I do,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  others,  as  well  as  from  my  own,  how  fmall  a number,  com- 
pared with  the  above,  this  proportion  of  Medical  Officers  would  be  read- 
able to  attend,  fo  as  to  do  juftice  to  the  particular  neceflities  of  each  pa- 
tient, I fhould  have  been  aftonifhed  at  finding  that  the  Commiffioners  did 
ferioufly  believe  in  the  fufficiency  of  fix  or  feven  Medical  Officers  to  the 
whole  treatment  and  preparation  of  medicines  for  600  men,  if  I had  not 
recolle&ed  what  they  have  been  told  * by  their  favorite  author,  on  the 

“ correctnefs 

* Dr.  Jackfon,  in  his  publication  of  1805,  page  72,  fpeaking  of  “ the  proportions  of  the 
“ Hofpital  Medical  Staff  appointed  in  the  year  1795,  for  the  force  ferving  at  the  Cape  of 
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<c  corre&nefs  of  whofe  flatements”  they  venture  to  rely  implicitly.  But 
it  will,  I think,  be  admitted  by  all,  that  the  mod  proper  mode  of  com- 
paring the  eflablifhments  of  Naval  with  thofe  of  Army  Hofpitals  would  have 
been  to  examine  the  adtual  numbers  of  their  refpe&ive  Medical  Officers, 
and  of  their  patients  ; and  if  fuch  a comparifon  had  been  made  by  the 
Commiffioners,  the  lafl  fentence  with  which  the  preceding  extratt  from 
their  Report  concludes,  muff  have  expreffied  the  reverfe  of  what  it  now 
does.  Since  they  have  omitted  it,  I will  make  it  for  them,  giving  the  average 
numbers  of  patients  in  the  Naval  Hofpitals  according  to  a return  which 
Mr.  M‘Leav,  Secretary  of  the  Tranfport  Board,  had  the  kindnefs  to  give  me. 


Year 

Average  Number 
of  Patients. 

Phyficians. 

Surgeons. 

Difpenfer. 

Hofpital 

Mates. 

Hallar  Hofpital  1805 

270 

2 

3 

1 

11 

1806 

275 

3 

3 

X 

1 1 

Plymouth  Hof-  ig05 

45* 

3 

2 

1 

1 1 

x8o6 

443 

2 

2 

1 

*3 

Date 

No.  of  Patients 
in  Hofpital 

Infpe£lor. 

Phyfician. 

Surgeon. 

Deputy 

Purveyor. 

Hofpital 

Mates. 

Depot  Hofpital 

Ifle  of  Wight  2d  April 
18  08 

247 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

“ Good  Hope,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,”  fays ; “ The  rule  followed  in  this  cale  feems  to 
« allot  a Phyfician  for  2000  men,  a Surgeon  or  Apothecary  (for  their  duties  were  efteemed 
“ common)  for  every  thoufand,  a Mate  for  every  hundred  and  fifty.  It  may  thus  leem  to 
“ be  proved  by  the  detail  given,  that  the  Hofpital  Staff  was  alone  fufficient  for  the  Medical 
“ care  of  the  whole  divifion  of  the  army,  had  it  aftually  been  all  fick  at  one  time.  Had  it 
“ been  difpofed  in  Hofpitals  under  good  arrangement,  the  labour  would  not  have  been  judged 
“ to  be  a hard  talk  of  duty.”  Sec  Dr.  Bancroft’s  Letter,  See.  p.  56,  57, 58. 
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1 fhall  only  advert  to  one  point  more,  in  which  the  Medical  Department 
s»f  the  navy  is  contrafted  with  that  of  the  army.  In  the  extract  given  in  the 
preceding  Sedtion,  from  page  85  of  Report,  it  was  Hated,  that  “ in  the 
“ Navy,  great  attention  is  fhewn  to  the  claim  of  feniority  ; ” and  in  my  ob- 
fervation  on  that  Extract,  I hope  to  have  given  fatisfaclory  proof,  that  the 
greateft  attention  has  been  fhewn  by  myfelf  to  the  fame  claims.  But  fince 
a comparifon  unfavourable  to  the  Army  Medical  Board  is  attempted  in  the 
Report,  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  latter  to  point  out  the  fuperior  merit  of  its 
regulations  with  regard  to  promotion.  It  appears,  that  in  the  Navy,  the 
Affiftant  Surgeons  mull  procure  teftimonials  of  their  condudt  and  ability, 
from  the  Naval  Officers  and  Surgeons  under  whom  they  are  ferving  ; and 
even  that  “ certificates  mufl  be  produced  annually,  from  their  fuperiors, 
“ before  the  affiflants  are  allowed  to  receive  their  pay.”  Some  con- 
venience may,  perhaps,  refult  from  fuch  regulations ; but  it  is  obvious, 
that  a very  great  difadvantage  muff  likewife  refult  from  it,  which  is,  that 
the  Affiflant  Surgeon  may  be  expofed  to  the  greateft  hardfhips,  if  he 
fhould  happen  to  ferve  under  a Superior,  who  might,  from  caprice,  refufe 
him  the  neceffary  certificate. 

SECTION  IH.  Extract  from  Report,  Page  37. 

“ We  have  alfo  enquired  into  the  nature  of  the  Medical  Eftabliftiment 
“ of  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  Army,  and  into  the  mode  in  which  their 
“ Medical  Department  is  conduced. 

“ Our  general  obfervations  on  this  ftatement  of  the  India  Company’s 
“ Army  Medical  Syftem,  as  contrafted  with  that  on  which  we  are  com- 
“ menting,  are,  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  fupermtendance 
“ of  it,  muft  neceflarily,  as  in  the  two  former  Medical  Departments, 
“ have  had  great  experience  in  all  the  branches  of  Medical  Service,  that 
“ this  fupermtendance  appears  to  be  uniform  and  undivided  5 that  the 
“ regularity  of  the  promotion  muft  lead  to  a fteady  continuance  in  the 
*•  fervice,  and  is  likely  to  prevent  difcontent ; and,  that  even  on  a&ive 
“ fervice,  little  additional  Medical  Aid  is  really  wanting,  beyond  that 
“ which  the  regiments  can  furnifh.” 

Obs.  The  fyftern  fo  much  applauded  in  the  paragraph,  immediately 
following  the  above,  was  formed  when  the  Eaft  India  Company  had  few', 
Or  no  territorial  pofleffions,  and  w'hen  it  tvas  natural  for  them,  with  their 
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very  limited  eftabliffiments,  to  employ  Surgeons,  and  Surgeons  only,  as 
it  now  is  for  the  African  and  Hudfon’s  Bay  Companies  to  do  fo.  That 
a fyftem  fo  formed  (though  now  continued  only,  perhaps,  becaufe  it  was 
originally  thus  formed)  cannot  ferve  as  an  example  for  the  Britilh  Army, 
fo  differently  circumltanced  in  a variety  of  ways,  will,  I think,  be  readily 
admitted. 

As  the  Indian  Army,  which  had  the  benefit  of  Dr.  M‘Grigor's  abilities, 
was  never  brought  into  a&ion,  or  even  expofed  to  an  enemy,  there  could 
have  been  no  great  difficulty,  even  with  moderate  talents,  in  the  per- 
formance of  what  is  made  a theme  of  praife  by  the  Commiffioners,  affifted, 
as  he  was,  by  additional  Hofpital  Mates,  and  other  Medical  Officers  and 
Medical  Aids,  derived  from  the  Britifli  Hofpital  Staff.  In  fad,  the 
Indian  Army  never  was  in  thofe  circumflances  which  originally  produced 
the  effabliffiment  of  General  Hofpitals,  and  for  which  they  are  now  prin- 
cipally continued : and  if  the  Commiffioners  had  been  properly  informed 
on  this  fubjett,  it  may  be  hoped  that  they  would  not  have  fo  mifapplied 
their  praifes.  The  truth  of  what  the  Commiffioners  have  Hated  con- 
cerning the  India  Company’s  Hofpital  Syftem,  viz.  “ that  the  Surgeons, 
« who  obtained  the  fuperintendance  of  it,  muff  neceffarily  have  had 
“ great  experience  in  all  the  branches  of  Medical  fervice,”  will  not  be 
very  apparent  to  thofe  wffio  confider  the  rapidity  of  Medical  Promotion 
in  that  fervice,  and  that  Dr.  M‘Grigor,  who,  from  feniority,  obtained 
this  fuperintendance,  had  only  entered  the  army  fix  or  feven  years 
before. 

How  the  unity  cap  be  greater  in  this  refpeci,  I am  unable  to  conceive ; 
and  in  regard  to  the  regularity  of  the  promotion  by  feniority  alone,  it  will 
often  place  men  of  very  inferior  education  and  talents,  over  thofe  who 
are  much  fitter  for  the  higher  ftations. 

I find  that  I have  omitted  to  notice  a paffage  in  page  59  of  the  Report, 
to  which  importance  feems  to  be  attached  by  the  Commiffioners  j and  as  it 
is  founded  on  an  erroneous  calculation,  I folicit  permiffion  to  notice  it  in 
this  place. 

ARTICLE  XL VI.  Page  59,  of  Retort. 

“ Dr.  jackfon  thinks,  that  an  allowance  of  iool.  per  annum,  for  the 
“ purchafe  of  medicines  for  a corps  of  1000  men,  would  be  ample,  cl'pe- 
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“ daily  if  50I.  was  allowed  for  the  contingencies  of  war,  when  on  actual 
“ fervice  abroad;  and  it  has  been  exemplified  in  the  Regimental  Service  at 
“ home,  under  the  prefent  fuperintendance,  that  the  whole  expence  of 
“ medicines  for  the  year  1 806  did  not  amount  to  more  than  46I.  for  each 
“ corps,  taken  on  an  average  of  600  men.” 

Obs.  When  I recoiled:  the  approbation  which  the  Commiflioners  have 
uniformly  given  in  their  Report,  to  the  other  ftatements  and  fchemes  of 
Dr.  Jackfon,  I cannot  avoid  fuppofing  that  this  calculation  of  the  Doctor 
has  been  introduced  by  them  principally  for  the  purpofe  of  recommending 
“ an  allowance  of  1 ool.  per  annum,”  to  be  granted  in  future  to  the  Sur- 
geons of  “ Corps  of  1000  men,”  as  fufficient  for  the  purchafe  of  medi- 
cines ; and  if  this  has  really  been  the  purpofe  of  the  Commiflioners,  I 
deem  it  incumbent  on  me,  Firft,  to  exprefs  my  entire  diflent  from  them  ; 
fori  can  never  applaud  a contrad,  by  which  the  Surgeons  of  Corps  fhall 
be  tempted,  by  the  ftrong  inducement  of  gain,  to  exhibit  medicines  parfi- 
monioufly,  and  to  fubftitute  cheap  and  inferior  articles  in  lieu  of  good  ; 
and,  Secondly,  to  point  out  the  kind  of  attention  which  the  Commif- 
fioners  have  paid  to  ceconomy,  if  they  intended  to  recommend  the  above 
contrad.  According  to  their  computation  “ the  whole  expence  for  the  Re- 
gimental fervice  at  home”  was  at  the  rate  of  45I.  14s.  6d.  for  each  Corps 
of  boo  men  ; and  by  the  fame  computation,  that  whole  expence  is  at  the 
rate  of  7 61.  4s.  for  each  corps  of  1000  men.  Yet  the  Commiflioners,  in 
propoflng  an  allowance  of  iool.  to  each  Surgeon  of  a Regiment  of  the  latter 
Itrength,  would  grant  the  fum  of  23I.  16s.  beyond  the  adual  coll  of  medi- 
cines of  the  very  befl  quality  for  that  corps ; which,  upon  1 23  Corps  of 
1000  men  each,  would  amount  to  the  fum  of  2927I.  8s.  given  away  unne- 
ceflarily  from  the  Public  among  thofe  Surgeons;  with  the  certainty  that 
medicines  of  inferior  quality  mull,  on  very  many  occafions,  have  been 
exhibited ; as,  for  inftance,  when  they  were  to  be  purchafed  in  fmall  country 
towns.  The  computation,  however,  which  the  Commiflioners  have  made 
is  very  inaccurate ; for  “ the  whole  expence  of  medicines  for  the  Regimen- 
tal Service  at  home”  was  not,  as  they  have  ftated  in  their  Appendix, 
93271.  1 8s.  but  12722I.  2s.  6d.  as  willbefeenby  the  following  Return  of 
that  part  of  the  Apothecary  General’s  bill  for  the  year  1806,  which  parti- 
cularifes  the  different  amounts  for  the  Regimental  Department : 
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^99°8  9 4’ 

2196  4 ro 

520  o 8 

97  7 8 

£12722  2 6 

Making  the  actual  expence  of  each  Corps  of  600  men  about  62I.  7s.  3d. 
inftead  of  45I.  14s.  6d.  as  ftated  in  the  Report.  And  I have  to  add,  that 
befides  the  medicines  included  in  the  above  charges,  there  were  very  confi- 
derable  quantities  ifiued  in  that  year  to  Regimental  Surgeons,  from  the 
Depots  at  York  Hofpital,  and  Porchefter  Caftle ; the  exad  coll  of  which 
it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  afcertain.. 

CONCLUSION. 

I have  now  finiffied  the  irkfome  talk  which  the  Report  of  the  Cont- 
miffioners  has  forced  me  to  affume,  in  order  to  refcue  my  character  from 
their  unwarranted  imputations.  In  difcharging  this  unavoidable  duty,  I 
have  noticed  every  article  in  which  blame  feemed  to  be  either  charged  or 
mfmuated  againft  me,  and,  as  I flatter  myfelf,  have  proved  by  authentic 
documents,  that  no  fufficient  caufe  exifted  for  fuch  charge  or  infmuation. 
And  I have,  moreover,  by  fimilar  documents  demonftrated  important  de- 
viations from  truth  in  fome  of  the  aflertions  of  thofe  perfons  whofe  evidence 
has  been  moll  frequently  adduced  againft  me,  and  moft  confidently  re- 
lied upon  by  the  Commiffioners.  I have  alfo  ffiewn  that  in  other  cafes- 
the  Commiffioners  have  themfelves,  unknowingly,  I am  perfuaded,  mif- 
reprefented  the  evidences.  Other  errors  in  their  Report  have  been 
detected  and  ftated  in  the  publications  of  Dr.  Bancroft,  and  Mr.  Calvert 
Clarke.  The  Phyfician  General  has  alfo,  I have  reafon  to  believe,  pointed 
out  feveral  material  inaccuracies  to  the  Secretary  at  War  ; and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  has,  if  I am  rightly  informed,  been  lately 
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called  by  one  of  its  moil  dillinguiihed  members,  to  particular  mifrepre- 
fentations  which  it  cannot  be  neceffary  for  me  to  explain.  And  though 
fome  gentlemen  unacquainted  with  the  fubjeCl,  after  reading  only  the 
Report  of  the  CommiiTioners,  have  iricautioufly  allowed  themfelves  to  be- 
ilow  commendations  upon  it,  I believe  that  it  will  ultimately  be  found  more 
faulty  than  any  thing  produced  in  modern  times  by  gentlemen  acting  un- 
der the  authority  of  Parliament.  In  regard  to  myfelf,  it  appears,  that 
with  fcrutinizing  eyes,  and  the  moil  biaifed  mind,  they  have  every  where 
eagerly  fought  for  faults  in  my  conduct,  and  that  when  able  to  difcover 
only  the  femblance  of  them,  they  have  earneitly  endeavoured  to  give 
fubilance,  with  augmentation  of  fize  and  darknefs  of  afpeCt,  to  things 
which  had  no  real  exigence.  On  other  occafions  they  have  exercifed 
their  Inquifitorial  Powers,  fo  far  as  to  raife  fubje&s  of  doubt  and  fufpicion, 
and  then,  inftead  of  profccuting  their  enquiries  in  order  to  eflablifh  or 
deilroy  the  doubts  or  the  fufpicions  fo  raifed,  they  have  chofen  to  flop  lhort 
and  report  their  doubts  and  fufpicions  to  Parliament,  thereby  cruelly  ex- 
pofingme  to  the  odium  refulting  from  unjufl  fufpicions,  and  to  the  trouble 
of  deflroying  them.  Had  I been  actually  under  profecution,  and  had 
thefe  gentlemen  been  retained  as  counfel  againfl  me,  and  had  their  whole 
remuneration  from  Parliament  depended  upon  my  conviction,  I do  not  con- 
ceive how  they  could  have  a&ed  with  more  decided  hoflility  than  is  mani- 
fefled  by  them.  In  that  cafe,  however,  their  report  would  have  been 
received  with  proper  caution.  But  aCting  in  characters  and  for  purpofes 
which  feemed  to  warrant  an  expectation  of  impartiality  and  truth  from 
them,  the  whole  weight  of  their  authority  and  pcrfonal  refpeCtability  has 
operated  in  aggravating  the  effeCt  of  their  cenfures,  and  even  of  their 
fufpicions;  and  thereby  increafing  the  difficulties  of  my  juflification.  At 
length,  however,  I can  hope  w'ith  confidence,  to  fland  completely  excul- 
pated in  the  mind  of  every  candid  and  intelligent  reader,  who  will  attentively 
perufe  what  I have  written  in  anfwer  to  thofe  parts  of  the  Report  which 
relate  to  me,  and  will  take  the  trouble  of  referring  to  the  documents  con- 
nected therewith.  I have  in  the  courfe  of  this  Work  carefully  reviewed 
and  confidered  my  pafl  conduCt,  and  have  found  nothing  to  occafion 
fenfations  of  fhame  in  any  but  my  accufers,  or  afford  ground  to  impeach 
my  integrity  or  my  honor.  I feel  that  with  upright  and  laudable  inten- 
tions I have  invariably  endeavoured  to  dilcharge  beneficially  for  the 
Public,  the  laborious,  difficult,  and  very  numerous  duties  impofed 
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upon  me  during  the  courfe  of  almoft  fifteen  years,  in  which  a 
greater  and  more  embarraffing  variety  of  military  operations  has 
occurred  than  at  any  period  in  the  hiftory  of  this  Country.  To  pre- 
tend that  I have  never  erred  in  judgment,  or  failed  of  fuccefs  in 
my  exertions  to  ferve  the  Public,  would  imply  a belief  of  my  pofleffing 
more  than  human  powers  ; but  that  my  errors  and  failures  have  been 
neither  numerous  nor  important,  may  well  be  prefumed,  fince  the  Commif- 
fi oners,  with  all  their  efforts,  have  been  able  to  difcover  fo  few  ; and 
certainly  I am  confcious  of  none  either  difcovered  or  undifcovered, 
which  ought  to  lelfen  my  eftimation  with  the  Public,  or  difqualify  me 
for  any  office  which  I hold — though  the  Commiffioners  have  thought 
proper  to  recommend  an  abolition  of  thofe  held  by  the  members 
of  the  Army  Medical  Board  for  the  purpofe  of  creating  others  for 
fimilar  duties.  But,  as  this  recommendation  is  founded  upon  errors 
the  molt  palpable  and  the  mod  plainly  demondrated  it  may  be  juftly 
concluded  that  fuch  a change  would  be  as  little  conducive  to  the 
public  intereds,  as  compatible  with  public  judice.  In  regard  to  my- 
felf  at  lead  I will  candidly  avow  that  my  expectations  are  not  con- 
fined to  a mere  exoneration  from  the  unjudifiable  imputations  of 
the  Commiffioners-  I have  been  forty  years  in  the  public  fervice,  and  I 
look  with  confidence  to  the  applaufe  of  having  always  faithfully  and 
meritorioufly  performed  my  duties,  which  during  the  lad  fourteen  years 
have  been  extremely  arduous  as  well  as  important,  and  accompanied 
with  no  adequate  remuneration.  That  I mud  have  attained  fome  degree 
of  eminence  in  my  profeffion  before  I could  have  been  appointed  to  a 
feat  at  the  Army  Medical  Board  will  not  be  doubted ; nor  will  any  one 
acquainted  with  my  fituation  at  that  time,  be  furprifed  when  I declare 
that  the  emoluments  which  I derived  from  the  exercife  of  my  profeffion, 
(and  which  were  rapidly  increafmg)  amounted  to  more  than  twice  as  much 
as  I have  ever  obtained  from  my  office  of  Surgeon  General,  and  that 
they  were  attended  with  far  lefs  trouble,  and  none  of  the  anxieties  and 
refponfibilities  of  my  official  duties  which  compelled  me  almod  immediately 
to  relinquilh  nearly  the  whole  of  my  private  and  increafmg  practice ; and 
as  fo  many  years  have  fince  elapfed,  I may  now  confider  it  as  irrecoverably 
loft,  without  any  adequate  return  ; fince,  unfortunately  for  myfelf,  I am 
at  this  moment  poorer  by  feveral  thoufands  of  pounds,  than  I was  at  the 
date  of  my  firft  appointment  as  Infpeftor  of  Regimental  Ilofpitals.  Whether 
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an  aggravation  of  this  lofs,  by  depriving  me,  without  caufe  or  mifconduct, 
of  the  office  for  which  I have  thus  facrificed  all  my  increafing  profeffional 
emoluments  will  be  deemed  compatible  with  the  liberality  or  juftice 
ufually  extended  even  to  younger  and  lefs  deferving  fervants  of  the  Public 
— let  others,  after  fuitable  reflection,  determine.  On  this  point  I will  fay 
no  more  ; but  leave  my  deferts,  whatever  they  may  be,. to  the  judgment 
of  my  Superiors  ; requeuing  only,  that  if  from  the  fcanty  portion  of  time 
in  which  I had  engaged  to  finifh  my  defence,  and  the  confiderable  part  of 
it  fpent  in  fearching  for  papers,  which  have  not  always  been  found,  I 
fhould  have  left  any  circumftance  in  my  conduct  without  fufficient  explan- 
ation and  vindication  (which  I do  not  believe)  I may  be  called  upon 
-fupply  fuch  omiflion.  I am  confcious  of  nothing  which  ought  to 
make  me  flirink  from  the  fullefl:  enquiry ; though  I muft  always  depre- 
cate and  protefl;  againft  any  judgment  founded  on  the  Report  of 
Gentlemen,  to  every  one  of  whom  the  fubject  was  new,  by  their  own 
confeffion,  and  who,  from  that  important  defeCt,  were  liable  to  be 
milled,  and  to  be  rendered  the  inftruments  of  artful  and  interefted  men. 
With  a view  to  new  offices,  fuch  men  might  well  be  fuppofed  ready  to 
promote  an  abolition  of  the  old,  not  only  by  public  evidence,  but  by 
private  information,  (and  I had  almoft  faid  calumnies)  ; I do  not  indeed 
know  or  fufpeCt  that  fuch  informations  have  been  given  to  the  Commif- 
fioners  direCUy  and  collectively  ; but  indirect  channels  for  mifchievous 
communications  may  eafily  be  conceived,  and,  perhaps,  they  might  be 
.difcovered  by  the  Commiffioners,  without  much  trouble.  This,  however, 
is  at  lead:  certain,  that  indications  of  an  early  prejudice  againft  me  exift 
in  the  Report,  and  without  any  appearance  of  an  adequate  caufe  ; and  it 
may,  therefore,  be  naturally  afcribed  to  fomething  latent,  by  which  they 
were  probably  induced  to  believe  me  culpable ; and  to  think  that  they 
were  only  fulfilling  the  objeCt  of  their  appointment  and  ferving  the  Pub- 
lic hy  ig^refenting  me  as  fuch.  It  is  in  this  way  that  I can  beft  acquit  the 
Commiffioners  of  ail  premeditated  injuflice  towards  me,  an  acquittal  which 
J wifli  to  pronounce,  though  the  injury  I have  fuffered  is  not  diminilhed 
in  its  effe&s  by  innqcency  of  intention  in  thofe  who  have  occafioned  it. 
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ExiraH  of  a Letter  front  the  Surgeon  General  to  the  Comm'ff  oners  of  Military  Inquiry , elated 
Army  Medical  Board  Office,  3 if  January  1807. 

THE  aftual  duties  then  of  the  Surgeon  General  comprize  the  elettion  and  recom- 
mendation of  all  ftaff  furgeons,  regimental  furgeons,  and  affiftants  ; the  formation 
of  ftaff  for  every  expedition  that  leaves  this  country  ; the  due  fupply  and  appropriation 
of  medicines,  hofpital  ftores  and  inftruments  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  employed  therein  ; 
the  iffue  of  Direftions  to  the  Infpe&or  or  deputy  Infpe&or  for  the  general  condudt  and 
controul  of  the  medical  department  attending  fuch  expeditions ; of  fpecific  inftrudions  to 
the  Purveyor  and  Apothecary  for  the  charge,  the  fubfequent  expenditure,  and  the  tranf- 
miflion  of  regular  accounts,  by  monthly  or  quarterly  returns,  which  are  afterwards  exa- 
mined, verified,  and  regiftered  in  the  Surgeon  General’s  office.  The  future  fupplies  of 
fuch  expeditions  alfo  depend  on  the  Surgeon  General.  The  fame  returns  of  medical  offi- 
cers, fervants  employed,  and  of  expenditure  of  provifions  in  hofpitals,  as  well  as  of 
medicines  received,  expended,  and  remaining,  and  requifitions  for  future  fupplies,  are 
regularly  tranfmitted  from  every  foreign  ftation  whatever  to  the  Surgeon  General,  by  whom 
they  alfo  are  examined,  verified,  and  regiftered.  A very  extended  correfpondence  with 
foreign  ftations  naturally  arifes  from  the  above  duties.  The  general  hofpitals  and  the 
depots  of  medicines  and  ftores  for  home  and  for  foreign  confumption,  reft  ftill  under  the 
direttion  of  the  Surgeon  General,  including  correfpondence  with  every  department  on  all 
fubje£U  conne&ed  with  their  management:}  returns  of  every  kind,  controul  of  medical 
officers  and  fervants,  their  firft  eftabliffiment,  the  future  fupplies,  and  the  expenditure. 
He  infpefts  the  quality  and  regulates  the  prices  of  all  furgical  articles  in  the  Apothecary 
General’s  bills;  infpefts  all  the  army  inftruments  ; attends  the  court  of  examiners  at  the 
royal  college  of  furgeons  at  the  examination  of  hofpital  mates,  affiftant  furgeons,  and 
furgeons  to  the  army.  In  the  money  department  he  examines  the  claims  of  medical 
officers  under  his  controul  for  contingences  of  all  kinds,  as  travelling  expences,  lodging 
money,  and  forage  ; approves  them  if  correfl,  and  recommends  to  the  Secretary  at  War 
the  payment  thereof : he  examines  into  and  recommends  alfo  remunerations  for  difabled 
officers,  indemnifications  for  Ioffes  of  every  defeription,  and  payments  connected  with 
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the  return  of  invalids,  or  of  ftores  going  to  or  returning  from  foreign  ftations,  and  con- 
duffs  every  correfpondence  connedled  therewith.  In  the  year  fubf -quent  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  board  thefe  duties  were  comparatively  eafy ; but  even  then  the  allowances 
for  office  and  for  affiftance  were  found  not  adequate  to  the  duties  to  be  performed. 
Thefe  duties  have  rapidly  increafed  in  extent  from  year  to  year,  and  the  means  of  exe- 
cuting them  have  at  length  become  more  proportioned  thereto. 

Vide  Fifth  Report — Appendix,  No.  2.  p.  95. 
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Extract  from  the  King's  Warrant  for  the  New  Arrangement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 

Army , of  the  1 2th  March  1798. 


Surgeon  General, 

To  recommend  ftafF  and  regimental  fugeons  and  affiftants  ; to  felefl  from  the  ftaff  fur- 
geons  on  full  pay  at  home,  fuch  as  may  be  neceffary  to  be  employed  in  the  general 
liofpitals,  camps  or  diftridts  in  this  kingdom  ; to  make  his  requifitions  to  the  infpedlor 
for  apothecaries  and  hofpital  mates  : and  to  appoint  the  inferior  officers  and  attendants 
in  the  faid  hofpitals,  for  the  management  of  which  he  is  to  be  refponfible. 

To  correfpond  with  the  heads  of  hofpitals  abroad,  and  to  attend  to  all  matters  that  are 
to  be  tranfadted  at  home  in  relation  thereto. 

To  be  the  channel  of  application  for  extending  the  leave  of  officers  abfent  from  hofpi- 
tals abroad  ; and  of  orders  for  their  return  to  their  duty. 

To  continue  (with  the  Phyfician  General)  in  the  duty  regarding  the  Apothecary  General; 
and  (with  the  infpedtor)  in  that  which  refpedls  the  claims  of  officers  for  bounty  or  indem- 
nification for  lofs  of  limbs  and  cure  of  wounds. 

To  certify,  when  applied  to  by  officers  in  town,  in  furgical  cafes,  in  like  manner  as 
before  fpecified  for  the  Phyfician  General  in  medical  cafes. 

To  affift  at  the  medical  examination  of  hofpital  mates. 

Vide  Fifth  Report — Appendix,  No.  3.  p.  95. 


No.  I.  B. 


Memorandum  from  Army  Medical  Board  Minute  Booh.  No.  I. 

Letters  relative  to  pay  and  diftribution  of  the  army  furgeons  and  ftaff  to  be  written 
and  delivered  to  the  Infpedlor  and  other  confequent  correfpondencies  in  his  depart- 
ment. 

Tuefday,  22d  Dec.  1795. 

Letters 
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Letters  and  orders  relative  to  the  inftruments  and  (lores,  and  medicines  to  and  from  all 
parts  abroad  and  at  home  to  be  written  by  and  delivered  to  the  Infpe£lor  or  his  clerk, 
with  all  the  confequent  correfpondencies  in  his  department. 

Turf  day,  22  d Dec.  1795. 


No.  I.  C. 

ExtraEl  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate,  to  M.  Lewis,  Efq.  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  dated 

Juguf  21 ft,  1794. 

On  my  leaving  town  on  Sunday  I was  prevented  from  acquainting  you  that  on  an  in- 
terview with  Mr.  Gunning  on  Saturday  he  fignified  his  wifhes  to  be  put  in  poffdfion  of 
all  the  bufinefs  relating  to  appointments,  except  what  belongs  to  the  Medical  Board.  I 
accordingly  acquiefced,  and  fent  him  the  book  of  minutes,  faying  that  Mr.  Watkins  was 
ready  to  give  his  clerk  all  the  information  in  his  power. 


No.  II. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  dated  War- 

OJpce,  2 d February , 1803. 

Gentlemen, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Burnett  having  reprefented  that  the  employing  of  deputypur- 
veyors  at  Deal  and  Plymouth  hofpitals,  inftead  of  (lore-keepers,  would  be  more  conducive 
to  the  benefit  of  the  fervice,  and  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief  having  ap- 
proved of  the  fame,  I have  the  Secretary  at  War’s  dire£lions  to  defire  that  the  proper  fteps 
may  be  taken  for  carrying  the  above  arrangement  into  execution. 

I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  M.  LEWIS. 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Bart. 

T.  Keate,  Efq. 

F.  Knight,  Efq. 


[A  2] 


No. 


APPENDIX,  No.  3,4. 


No.  III. 

Copy  ef  a Letter  from  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War  to  the  Surgeon  General , dated  War-Ojfice 

2 d October  t 1800. 

Sir, 

I am  direCted  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yefterday’s  date,  and  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  Secretary  at  War  thinks  it  reafonable  that  Mr.  Docker  fhould  receive 
the  extra  pay  of  5s.  per  diem  during  the  time  he  arts  as  fenior  Medical  Officer,  in  the  ab-- 
fence  of  Mr.  Whitelocke. 

I am,  Sir,  & c. 

(Signed)  M.  LEWIS. 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq. 


No.  IV. 

Extract  from  “ A Letter  to  the  CommiJJteners  of  Military  Enquiry , containing  Animadver- 
fions  on  fame  Parts  of  their  Fifth  Report , lA c.  By  Edward  Nathaniel  Bancroft , M.  D. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians , Phyftcian  to  His  Majejty’s  Forces , and  to  St. 
Georgds  Hojpital.”  P.  2 6. 

I am  next  to  notice  that  part  of  your  report  which  relates  to  “ the  army  general 
ci  hofpital  fydem.”  In  purfuing  'your  inquiry  into  this  fubjeCt,  you  date  that  you  - 
have  collected  information  from  gentlemen  of  great  experience  in  every  branch  of 
army  medical  practice,  and  have  endeavoured,  by  an  examination  and  comparifon  of 
the  accounts  of  general  and  regimental  hofpitals,  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  “ the  army 
« emdical  fydem.”  On  reading  the  fird  part  of  the  above  paffage,  it  was  natural  to 
conclude,  that  here  at  lead  no  fuch  imperfections  in  the  evidence  would  be  found  as^ 
have  been  pointed  out  in  your  datement  concerning  the  Army  Phyficians ; for  the 
afiertion  that  you  “ had  collected  information  from  gentlemen  of  great  experience 
“ in  every  branch  of  Army  Medical  practice,”  implied  that  you  had  examined  or 
communicated  with  all  thofe  medical  officers,  whofe  profedional  rank  and  fcience, 
and  whofe  military  experience,  refpeCtability  of  character,  and,  I may  add,  inde- 
pendence of  circumdances,  might  operate  as  a fecurity  for  the  accuracy,  fairnefs, 
and  fufficiency  of  their  tedimonies  refpettive  the  comparative  advantages  and 
defedts  of  general  and  regimental  hofpitals.  But  this  expectation  has  been 

1 1 wholly 
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m holly  difappointed  ; for  the  various  documents  publiflied  in  the  Appendix  to 
your  report,  are  proofs  that  you  have  omitted  afking  all  thofe  officers  of  that  de- 
fcription  who  appeared  before  you,  (viz.  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Mr.  Keate,  Mr.  Knight,  Sir 
John  Hayes,  Mr.  Young  and  Doftor  Frank)  a Angle  queftion  about  the  refpe&ive  or 
comparative  benefits  of  general  and  of  regimental  hofpitals  : you  have  likewife 
omitted  making  inquiries  on  thefe  fubje&s  from  other  gentlemen  of  the  rank  of 
Infpe&ors,  as  Dr.  Nooth,  Dr.  Robertfon  Barclay,  Mr.  Weir,  and  Dr.  Moore ; 
and  you  have  not  condefcended  to  fummon  before  you  even  one  army  phyfi- 
cian.  From  all  thefe  fources,  abundant  and  valuable  information  might  with 
certainty  have  been  obtained ; but  inftead  of  recurring  to  fuch  authorities,  you- 
have  contented  yourfelves  with  the  teftimonies  of  two  officers,  whofe  evidence  ought, 
pritna  facie , to  have  been  received  with  great  caution,  becaufe  both  owe  their 
promotions  and  prefent  employments  to  thofe  late  arrangements  in  the  medical 
department,  which  have  effedled  the  depreffion  of  the  Army  Phyficians,  and  the  dif- 
continuance  of  general  hofpitals,  and  are  therefore  deeply  interefted  in  reprefenting 
thefe  arrangements  as  the  molt  advantageous  to  the  Public.  That  their  teftimonies 
might  be  partial  was  thus  to  be  apprehended;  and  therefore  moft  perfons  would 
have  thought  it  prudent  in  you  either  not  to  have  demanded,  or  not  to  have  depended 
folely  upon,  them:  but  as  you  feem  to  have  predetermined  that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  notions  - 
fihould  be  the  type  after  which  the  fyftem  of  the  Army  Medical  Department  fliouldby  your 
recommendation,  be  new-modelled,  it  was  only  neceflary  for  the  attainment  of  this  ob- 
je£l  to  procure  a confirmation  of  thofe  notions  ; and  in  feletting  Dotftors  Borland  and 
M'Gregor  exclufively  out  of  all  the  Medical  Officers  who  were  or  might  have  been  called 
before  you,  as  the  means  of  that  confirmation,  you  certainly  did  not  make  an  injudicious 
choice,  their  opinions  on  this  fubjeft  having  been  well  known  a confiderable  time  before. 
Ido  not  imagine,  indeed,  much  lefs  infinuate,  that  you  wifhed  for  any  evidence  or  even 
for  any  opinions  from  thefe  gentlemen  which  did  not  accord  with  truth  ; I only  fuppofe 
it  not  unlikely  that,  being  yourfelves  fully  perfuaded  that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  proje&s  and 
and  aflertions  were  well  founded,  you  might  be  willing  to  fee  them  fupported  by  " con* 
“ curring  teftirr.ony,”  and  might  not  wifti  to  have  the  fubjedl  perplexed  by  contraditlory 
ftatements.  If  the  fa£ls,  however,  which  I (hall  adduce  at  their  proper  places,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  evidence  of  thefe  gentlemen,  be  correct,  and  I have  the  ftrongeft  reafon 
to  believe  they  will  prove  fo,  you  may  perhaps  ultimately  partake  of  thofe  regrets  which  I 
feel,  on  account  of  your  having  relied  fo  entirely  upon  it  as  to  negledl  all  other  teftimony. 

I but  {hall  ffiortly  notice  the  latter  part  of  what  I have  lately  quoted  from  your  report,  l 
mean  that  where  you  fay  “ you  have  endeavoured  by  an  examination  and  comparifon 
“ of  the  accounts  of  the  general  and  regimental  hofpitals,  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  army 
“ medical  fyftem.”  This  certainly  appears  to  me  as  a very  inlufficient  mode  of  eftimat- 
ing  the  real  merits  of  any  fyftem  of  this  nature  ; there  being  many  confiderations  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  it  which  can  never  properly  become  matters  of  account ; fuel)  as  the  various 
degrees  of  luperiority  in  the  profeflional  treatment  of  the  fick  whereby  their  recoveries 
may  be  accelerated  or  retarded,  and  their  lives  preferved  or  facrificed  ; and  alfo  the 
different  degrees  of  indrutdion  which  may  be  afforded  to  the  younger  Medical  Officers, 
with  other  circumftanoes,  which  cannot  be  accurately  eftimated  and  reduced  into  pounds 
Ihillings  and  pence.  And  if  the  fimple  amount  of  expenditure  were  to  conftitute  the 
only  criterion  for  decifion,  and  that  arrangement  be  deemed  the  bed  which  is  found  to 
coff  the  lead,  none  could  be  fo  good  as  that  which  fliould  leave  the  fick  without  any 
affidance,  by  refuDng  to  difburfe  one  penny  for  their  relief. 


No.  V. 


Copy. 

My  Lord,  Hofpital  Board,  November  23,  1793. 

In  the  plan  which  the  Surgeon  General  and  Infpeddor  of  regimental  infirmaries  have 
have  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  your  Lordfhip,  and  which  at  a future  time  they 
fhall  confider  more  at  large,  for  the  different  hofpital  effablifliments,  they  have  found 
themfelves  under  the  necefiity  of  deviating  from  the  lately  eftablifiied  cuftom  of  choofing 
and  intermixing  men  of  different  abilities  and  education,  and  concentrated  in  this  one 
point,  through  a regular  gradation  from  different  fervices,  and  from  motives  of  length 
of  fervice  and  feniority  only  ; we  conceiving,  that  the  certain  effedl  of  fuch  a difpoG- 
tion  mud  ever  be,  what  it  has  indeed  already  been,  that  the  management  of  the 
mod  important  cafes,  and  the  performing  of  almod  the  whole  of  the  operations  mud  fall 
into  the  hands  of  men,  who  from  length  of  time  and  fervice,  have  either  forgotten 
what  they  have  originally  learned,  or  have  never  been  taught,  as  having  been  qualified 
for  the  inferior  fituations  only,  or  had  contracted  a difufe  of  their  powers,  or  even  loft 
them  entirely.  The  fatal  tendency  of  fuch  a plan  muft  be  obvious ; men  are  brought 
forwards  to  aCtive  fervice  when  they  are  fit  only  for  retirement,  and  fliould  receive  an  ho- 
nourable  difmiflion  for  their  paft  fervices,  with  no  expe<flation  for  the  future.  Reviv- 
ing this  fydem,  we  have  brought  forwards  younger  men  of  the  bed:  chirugical  education, 
of  ability,  and  attivity  ; and  the  Staff  not  being  yet  completed,  as  it  is  of  the  greated 
importance  to  theiervice  to  have  at  the  head  of  fuch  an  hofpital  in  the  chirugical  de- 
partment, a furgeon  of  the  fird  experience,  and  of  a proper  age,  and  who  has  been  in 
the  continual  habit  of  operations,  as  well  as  in  the  exercife  of  all  other  parts  of  know- 
ledge in  his  profeflion,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Thompfon  Forder,  one  of 
the  furgeons  of  Guy’s  hofpital,  who  has  ferved  in  America,  and  is  now  on  half  pay, 
hoping,  that  your  Lorddiip,  in  confideration,  as  well  of  his  former  fervices,  as  his  prefent 

8 firuation, 
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fituation,  will  grant  him  fuch  an  augmentation  of  pay,  as  will  compenfate  for  the  change, 
and  be  fuitable  to  the  liberality  of  the  fervice,  fo  confpicuous  in  the  grant  to  others  on 
the  hofpital  eftabliflimenr,  and  of  inferior  ability. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  L.  PEPYS. 

J.  GUNNING. 

Lord  Amherft.  T.  KEATE. 


No.  VI. 


SIR,  Upper  Brook  Jlreet,  Nov.  10th,  1794. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  in  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  inftant,  that 
on  confidering  the  fubjedb  of  Mr.  Wood’s  letter  to  Mr.  Watfon,  we  are  greatly  furprifed 
at  the  immoderate  expence  in  the  articles  of  wine  and  fpirits  for  the  hofpitals  on  the 
Continent;  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  fuch  immenfe  quantities  cannot  have  been  fairly 
appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  lick,  the  number  of  whom  at  Rhener  have  been  reported 
to  us  to  vary  between  600  and  900  men.  We  think  with  their  Lordfliips  at  the  Treafury 
Board,  that  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  cannot  with  propriety  be  reltrained  from  ordering 
any  quantity  of  wine  or  brandy  they  may  judge  proper  for  the  benefit  of  the  fick  ; but 
we  are  of  opinion  that  abufes  mull  exift  fomewhere,  and  no  where  fo  likely  as  in  the  de- 
livery and  diftribution  before  it  reaches  the  patient. 

We  conceive  that  no  accurate  judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  necefiary  confumption 
merely  from  the  numbers,  becaufe  fo  much  will  depend  upon  climate  and  the  prevailing 
difeafes  of  the  feafon,  that  the  quantity  muft  be  perpetually  varying.  From  May  1793  to 
May  J794)  18  pipes  were  fent  out,  and  were  faid  to  be  fufficient;  whereas  in  the  lad 
fix  months  20  pipes  have  been  fent  to  the  Continent,  and  this  quantity,  as  it  now  ap- 
pears, has  been  very  inadequate  to  the  confumption. 

We  therefore  propofe  that  printed  papers,  containing  the  particular  quantity  for  each 
day’s  delivery,  Ihould  be  figned  by  the  attending  phyfician,  furgeon,  &c.;  and  after  the 
delivery  thefe  papers  fhould  be  fent  to  the  Direttor,  or  Head  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ments, as  checks,  that  the  Purveyor  or  his  afliftant,  whether  clerks,  Rewards,  orderly 
ferjeants,  or  men,  who  are  entrufied  with  the  delivery,  Ihould  in  all  cafes  that  will  admit 
of  it  be  obliged  to  fee  the  wine  and  fpirits  mixed  with  medicine  or  nourithment,  before 
it  is  carried  to  the  fick. 

That  the  Purveyor  Ihould  have  the  power  to  hire  and  difcharge  clerks,  Rewards,  and 
all  who  att  under  him,  where  and  when  he  pleafes. 


That 
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That  he  fliould  have  the  power  of  retaining  orderly  ferjeants,  corporals,  and  men  in 
his  fervice,  who  (hould  not  be  removed  from  him  without  his  confent. 

That  a Deputy  Purveyor  fliould  refide  at  each  hofpital,  except  the  grand  hofpital, 
where  the  Purveyor  is  himfelf  to  refide. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  L.  PEPYS. 

J.  GUNNING. 
T.  KEATE. 

Right  Hon.  Wm.  Windham, 

&c.  See.  &c. 


No,  VII- 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Weir  to  Mr.  Keale,  Surgeon  Genera /,  &c. — Dated  Jllole, 

St.  Nicholas , December , 1796. 

**  Give  me  leave  to  thank  you,  Sir,  for  all  the  kind  attentions  I have  ever  received 

in  every  point  of  duty  I have  had  occafion  to  addrefs  you.” “ The  moll  arduous  part 

of  the  fervice  has  fallen  on  the  old  officers,  by  the  climate  proving  fatal  to  thofe  who 

never  were  in  fuch  before.” “ The  proofs  of  whatever  (lores  are  received  (hall  be 

fent ; they  are  already  gone  home  in  every  Captain’s  certificate  who  brought  them  out.” 

“ I have  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  neceflity  of  fending  medical  men 

accuftomed  to  the  climate.” <c  The  difeafes  of  this  feafon  are  remittent  and  intermit- 

tent fevers  ; one  half  of  this  garrifon  is  in  the  fick  [lift,  and  many  who  were  only  con- 

valefcent  have  died.” “ On  the  whole,  it  may  be  aflerted,  that  there  is  not  one  pod 

cn  the  fea  coaft  favourable  to  the  health  of  Europeans.” 


No.  VIII. 

’ Dr.  Jackson  having  ferved  as  Surgeon’s  Mate  to  the  71ft  regiment  in  North  America, 
and  obtained  an  enfigney  therein  before  the  end  of  the  American  war,  retired  upon  the 
half  pay  of  the  latter  commiflion,  until  the  16th  of  October  1793,  (the  day  on  which  Mr. 
Hunter  died)  when  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  3d  regiment  of  foot,  then  under 
orders  for  the  Weft  Indies,  but  the  deftination  of  this  regiment  being  almoft  immediately 
afterwards  changed,  Dr.  Jackfon  manifefted  difeontentment ; upon  which  I offered  him 
the  furgeoncy  of  the  10th  foot  at  Jamaica,  being  defirous  to  gratify  him  as  far  as  might 
ccnfift  with  the  good  of  the  fen-ice 5 which  offer  he  declined.  But  in  a very  few  weeks 

after 
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after  he  again  tnanifeftcd  his  diffatisfa£lion,  and  at  the  fame  time  his  difinterefled  zeal  by 
applying  for  leave  to  fell  his  commiffion  of  Surgeon  to  the  3d  regiment,  which  he  had 
obtained  without  purchafe  only  two  months  before,  and  alfo  foliciting  the  appointment 
of  Phyfician  to  the  army  in  the  Weft  Indies,  together  with  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
military  hofpitals  there.  This  application  was  referred  to  Mr.  Gunning  and  myfelf,  by 
Lord  Amherft,  and  it  was  by  our  anfwer  to  his  Lordfhip,  on  the  28th  of  December, 

1793,  that  we  firft  incurred  Dr.  Jackfon’s  difpleafure.  This  anfwer  will  be  found 
fubjoined.  A. 

After  this,  i.  e.  in  Auguft  1794,  Dr.  Jackfon  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  Continent, 
and  there  found  means  to  ingratiate  himfelf  greatly  with  fome  of  his  military  fuperiors. 

We  have,  however,  Dr.  Jackfon's  own  authority  for  believing,  (as  many  others  have  done, 
particularly  the  late  * Mr.  John  Hunter,)  that  this  could  have  been  no  evidence  of  his 
medical  qualifications:  Dr.  Jackfon  having  ftrongly  aflerted  in  his  different  publications, 
efpecially  that  of  1805,  p.  81.,  that  military  officers  are  not  competent  judges  of  the 
merits  of  medical  men.  “ They  cannot,”  fays  he,  “ be  fuppofed  to  penetrate  the  depths 
of  fcience  fo  as  to  form  a juft  eftimate  of  a£Iual  profeffional  ability,”  and  though  “ a Com- 
mander in  Chief  may  be  indulged  with  a body  phyfician  of  his  own  choice,  the  health  of 
the  army  and  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  are  fubmitted  to  rifk,  if  he  be  permitted  to  choofe 
the  chief  medical  officer  who  atfls  under  his  command  for  the  purpofe  of  general  fer- 
vice.”  Of  the  truth  of  this  dodlrine  he  foon  appeared  to  the  Board  as  a remarkable  in- 
ftance  and  proof;  for  though  by  his  own  declaration  military  recommendations  ought 
not  to  prevail  in  fuch  cafes,  he  contrived  very  foon  to  get  himfelf  fo  recommended  for  the 
appointments  of  Phyfician  and  lnfpe£lor  of  Hofpitals,  that  nothing  but  a ftrong  feeling 
of  duty  could  have  enabled  the  Board  to  withftand  the  applications  in  his  favour.  And 
he  did  (after  having  ferved  as  an  Affiftant  InfpeQor  in  St.  Domingo),  at  laft  fucceed  in 
getting  appointed  (without  the  knowledge  of  the  Army  Medical  Board)  Phyfician  and 
“ Head”  of  the  Hofpital  or  Depot  at  Chatham  ; a title  which  was  afterwards  abolilhed 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  This  office  he  took  upon  himfelf  about  the  5th  of  De- 
cember 1800,  and  found  then  a Staff  Surgeon  and  an  Apothecary,  who  had  ferved  under 
and  to  the  fatisfa£lion  of  his  predeceffor  Dr.  Mitchell.  Dr.  Jackfon  however  immediately 
applied  for  their  removal  and  for  the  appointment  of  a particular  Staff  Surgeon  of  his 
own  nomination  (inflead  of  the  firft),  together  with  that  of  Dr.  Borland  to  a£l  as  a phyfi- 
cian. Though  Dr.  Jackfon’s  appointment  had  been  made  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  Board,  they  were  defirous  of  giving  him  every  reafonable  fupport,  and  accordingly 
granted  his  requeft,  excepting  fo  far  as  related  to  Dr.  Borland.  On  that  fubjedi  I in- 
formed him  of  my  having  (according  to  the  ufual  practice)  fent  his  letter  to  the  Phyfician 


• Mr.  Hunter,  when  Surgeon  General,  wrote  thus  to  Mr.  Lewis,  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  on  the  nth 
of  May  1791,  refpefling  military  recommendations  of  medical  men:  “ Indeed  recommendations  from  officers, 
further  than  of  character  as  gentleman,  and  doing  their  duty,  have  ro  weight  with  me.  No  man  but  a profefiionaJ 
man  is  a judge  of  profeflional  metit,  and  even  few  of  them.” 
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General  for  perufal,  and  that  the  latter  had  dated  in  anfwer,  he  <(  could  not  'orntenance 
any  but  a regular  PnyGcian  who  had  been  duly  examined,  to  be  employed  as  fuch  at  fo 
important  a dation  as  Chatham.”  I added,  that  thePhyfician  General  propofed  to  recom- 
mend Dr.  Crawford  for  that  dation,  and  that  I wilhed  to  know  whether  his  being  fent. 
Vould  be  fatisfaftory.  To  this  letter  Dr.  jackfon  fent  aa  anfwer,  dated  the  28th  of  De- 
cember, perfiding  in  his  former  application  for  Dr.  Borland  alone  ; whom  he  dated  to 
be  acquainted  with  his  “ views,”  &c.  In  reply  to  this  I informed  Dr.  Jackfon,  on  the 
id  of  January  1S01,  that  as  there  was  no  example  of  a Surgeon’s  having  been  appointed 
to  the  duty  for  which  Dr.  Borland  was  intended,  his  appointment  for  that  fervice  could 
not  be  allowed,  but  that  Dr.  Jackfon  might  have  his  choice  of  any  one  among  the  Army. 
Phyficians.  This  however  would  not  fatisfy  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  therefore  the  Board 
thought  it  bed  to  indulge  him  with  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Borland  at  Chatham  as  an  Af- 
fidant  Infpeftor  (to  which  rank  he  had  been  railed  with  the  pay  of  15s.  per  diem  in 
November  17 99),  and  to  appoint  Dr.  Maclaurin  a regular  Army  Phyfician,  to  refide 
and  aft  there  as  fuch.  Dr.  Jackfon  being  informed  of  this,  wrote  to  me  on  the  21  d 
of  January  1801  as  follows,  “I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  both 
your  letters,  and  mufl  exprefs  myfelf  on  all  occafions  fenfible  of  your  attentions  towards 
the  Hofpital  at  Chatham  ; with  the  aflidancenow  announced,  we  (hall  be  peTfeftly  equal 
to  the  duty  of  the  place,  though  from  the  uncommon  influx  of  recruits  it  has  for  fome 
time  been  preffing.”  This  apparent  fatisfaftion  was  however  but  of  fhort  duration.  Dr. 
Jackfon  had  gone  to  Chatham  with  the  purpofe  of  making  confiderable  innovations  in  the 
diet  and  treatment  of  the  fick  according  to  his  own  peculiar  notions ; and  Dr.  Borland, 
as  well  as  the  Staff  Surgeon,  feemed  perfeftly  difpofed  to  co-operate  in  his  views  and 
experiments.  Dr.  Maclaurin,  however,  thought  them  dangerous,  and  fairly  communi- 
cated his  fentiments  to  Dr.  Jackfon,  who  had  indeed  from  the  fird,  admitted  him  with 
reluftance  to  take  charge  of  the  fick  in  a few  wards  of  the  South  Hofpital  only,  referr- 
ing the  red  forliimfelf  and  Dr.  Borland,  whom  he  allowed  to  aft  as  a Phyfician  in  direft 
oppofition  to  the  intentions  of  the  Board — and  though  Dr.  Maclaurin’s  wards  were  gra- 
dually emptied  by  the  difeharge  of  his  patients,  he  was  not  permitted  to  receive  more  ; 
the  new  cafes  of  ficknefs  being  all  taken,  by  Dr.  Jackfon’s  order,  into  the  wards  appro- 
priated to  himfelf  and  Dr.  Borland,  fo  that  in  a little  time  Dr.  Maclaurin  was  without  a 
Angle  patient,  and  the  intentions  of  the  Board  in  placing  him  at  Chatham  were  com- 
pletely frudrated.  When  matters  were  drawing  to  this  conclufion  Dr.  Jackfon  by 
different  letters  reprefented  Dr.  Maclaurin’s  day  at  Chatham  to  be  ufelefs  and  incon- 
venient, for  the  purpofe  of  getting  him  removed  ; and  Dr.  Maclaurin  appeared  alfo  to 
wifh  for  a feparation  from  both  Dr.  Jackfon  and  Dr.  Borland.  The  Board  were  there- 
fore difpofed  to  give  him  another  dedination,  and  leave  Dr.  Jackfon  with  his  favourite 
coadjutor,  if  it  could  be  done  with  fafety  to  the  fick.  But  as  Dr.  Jackfon  had  been 
made  an  Army  Phyfician  without  any  previous  examination  they  thought  it  would  be 
improper  to  withdraw  the  only  regular  Phyfician  at  Chatham  to  make  room  for  Dr. 
Borland  without  adequate  proof  of  his  fitnefs  to  aft  as  a PhyGcian  there.  And  I was 
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therefore  defired  to  propofe  that  Dr.  Borland  fliould  offer  himfelf  to  he  examined  by  the 
Phyfician  General  with  two  Army  Phyficians,  according  to  the  provifions  of  His  MajeBy’s 
order  of  the  12th  of  March  1798  ; an  order  which  had  been  made  purpofely  to  give  fuch 
Army  Surgeons  as  were  qualified  for  the  office  of  Phyfician  an  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing that  appointment.  Dr.  Borland  had  in  a letter  written  to  me  from  St.  Domingo, 
the  8th  of  December  17 96,  complained  of  his  not  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of  PhyGcian, 
and  had  exprefled  great  readinefs  and  defire  to  appear  before  “ the  College  of  London" 
or  undergo  any  other  examination,  which  might  be  deemed  necefTary.  He  mull,  how- 
ever, have  known  that  he  was  then  too  far  off.  When  afterwards  he  came  very  near, 
and  fent  a letter  to  the  Board  dated  London,  the  ift  Augufl  1798,  Bating  his  fer- 
vices  and  foliciting  promotion ; and  when  in  anfwer  to  that  letter  he  was  informed  that 
the  Board  had  no  promotion  to  give  him,  unlefs  he  would  qualify  himfelf  to  become  a 
Phyfician,  his  readinefs  to  be  examined  was  no  longer  even  profeffed,  although  His 
Majefty’s  warrant  befo*ementioned  had  then  been  recently  made  in  order  to  fatisfy 
fuch  complainants  as  Dr.  Borland  ; but  infiead  of  availing  himfelf  of  that  indulgence, 
he  repaired  to  Ayr,  whither  I wrote  to  him  on  the  6th  December,  offering  to  recom- 
mend him  to  be  Surgeon  to  the  garrifon  of  St.  Kitt’s.  This  offer  he  rejefted  by  his 
anfweT  of  the  12th  December,  in  which  he  expreffed  a wifh  to  be  employed  in  Europe 
or  the  Mediterranean,  Bating  himfelf  to  be  “ qualified  as  a Phyfician  and  a Licentiate 
of  the  College  of  Edinburgh."  It  appeared,  however,  that  the  College  of  Phyficians  at 
Edinburgh  had  forgotten  (as  they  have  done  ever  fince)  to  infert  his  name  in  the  liB  of 
their  Licentiates  •,  though  if  it  had  ever  been  included  in  that  lift,  no  evidence  could 
thence  have  been  derived  of  his  fitnefs  to  become  an  Army  Phyfician,  becaufe  all  thofe 
who  obtain  the  degree  of  Doftor  of  Medicine  from  any  of  the  Scotch  Univerfities, 
(which  degree,  it  is  well  known,  is  granted  very  readily  by  fome  of  thofe  Univerfities  to 
perfons  that  have  never  been  within  500  miles  of  them,)  have  a right  to  be  admitted 
Licentiates  and  Fellows  of  that  college,  on  paying  the  fees,  without  undergoing  any 
examination  whatever.  Afters  lapfe  of  two  years,  Dr.  Borland  was  placed  on  duty  at 
Chatham  in  the  manner  already  Bated  ; and  in  confequence  of  his  afting  as  a Phyfician 
contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  Medical  Board,  I wrote  to  Dr.  Jackfon  on  the  22d 
April  1801,  fuggeBing  the  propriety  of  his  advifing  Dr.  Borland  to  apply  for  an  exa- 
mination under  the  order  of  the  warrant  beforementioned,  as  Dr.  Mitchell  the  prede- 
ceflor  of  Dr.  Jackfon  had  done.  This,  however  Dr.  Borland  declined  to  do  by  a letter 
which  he  wrote  to  me  on  the  iB  of  May,  1 801 , alleging  that  he  was  then  “ an  AfliBant 
Infpeftor"  and  that  as  fuch  he  confidered  himfelf  “ more  in  the  Channel  of  promotion” 
than  he  fhould  be  as  an  Army  Phyfician,  which  was  certainly  not  the  cafe  at  that  time, 
becaufe  promotions  were  then  as  open  to  thofe  AfliBant  Infpeftors  who  w'ere  Phyficians 
us  to  thofe  who  were  not,  and  Dr.  Jackfon,  notwithBanding  his  fuperior  Infpeftorial  rank, 
had  recently  been  very  glad  to  obtain  the  appointment  of  Phyfician.  When  it  was 
found  that  Dr.  Borland  continued  to  aft  as  a Phyfician,  and  to  refufe  fatisfying  the 
Phyfician  General  refpedfing  his  qualifications  as  fuch,  and  that  the  number  of  deaths, 
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moreover,  had  been  for  fomc  time  in  much  greater  proportion  under  the  management  of 
Dr.  Jackfon  than  they  had  been  under  that  of  his  prcdeceflor  Dr.  Mitchell,  I requefted 
Dr.  Jackfon  to  inform  me  why  Dr.  Maclaurin’s  wards  were  empty,  whilft  the  o her* 
were  crowded,  and  when  “ four  patients  had  died  in  the  week,  all  medical  cafes  ?” 
But  this  letter  produced  no  alteration  ; Dr.  Jackfon,  indeed,  anfwered  it  on  the  27th  of 
May,  by  Hating  that  Dr.  Muclaurin's  profeflional  opinions  were  fo  different  from  his 
own  that,  having  adopted  and  being  defirous  “ to  maintain  one  plan  of  management 
for  the  hofpital”  he  could  “ not  confidently  with  that  plan  allot  to  him  (Dr.  Maclaurin) 
any  portion  of  the  medical  duty,  which  (added  he)  explains  the  queflion  concerning 
which  you  defire  information.” 

Previoufly  to  this,  Dr.  Jackfon  had,  by  his  foie  authority,  fuperfeded  at  Chatham,  the 
diet  table  for  Military  Hofpitals,  eltablifhed  by  His  Majefty’s  regulations,  and  intro- 
duced another,  which  appeared  infufficient  for  the  proper  nourifhment  of  the  patients  ; 
and  Dr.  Maclaurin,  after  remonftrating  with  Dr.  Jackfon  on  this  fubjedf,  as  well  as  on 
his  extraordinary  and  violent  methods  of  treating  the  fiek,  made  a formal  reprefentation 
to  the  Board  of  thefe  matters,  on  the  8th  of  June  1801. — But  on  the  21ft  of  that  month, 
the  Board  received  a letter  from  Dr.  Jackfon,  in  which  he  endeavoured,  by  explanations, 
to  obviate  the  adverfe  conclufions,  which  the  late  hofpital  returns  appeared  to  warrant, 
alleging,  that  in  forming  an  opinion,  by  comparing  them  with  the  returns  “ of  all 
“ former  periods,  the  Board  could  fcarcely  avoid  falling  into  error,  &c.”  This  let- 
ter, with  the  removal  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  and  almod  the  whole  eftablilhment  at  Chatham,  to 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  which  was  foon  to  take  place,  induced  the  Board  to  wait  for  farther  in- 
formation, and  greater  certainty,  before  they  made  any  reprefentation  concerning  the 
mal-pra£lice  with  which  Dr.  Jackfon  was  charged  ; and  they  waited  accordingly.  But 
finding  afterwards,  that  the  mortality  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight  increafed,  beyond  all  example, 
foon  after  Dr.  Jackfon’s  arrival  there,  viz.  from  four,  which  was  the  number  of  deaths 
in  Auguft,  to  9 in  September,  13  in  Oftober,  27  in  November,  and  39  in  December ; 
and  the  Board  being  officially  called  upon,  to  give  their  opinion  of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  new 
g Diet  Table,  which  it  was  propofed  to  introduce  into  other  Military  Hofpitals,  they  felt  it 
to  be  their  indifpenfable  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  their  fuperiors  to  this  lubject ; and, 
in  order  that  they  might  neither  be  milled  themfelves,  nor  be  the  caufe  of  mifleading 
others,  in  a queftion  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  chara&er  of  Dr.  Jackfon,  on  one 
hand,  and  of  the  lives  of  His  Majefty’s  fubje&s  on  the  other,  they  were  induced  to  call 
B.  X&2.  for  the  teftimony,  not  only  of  Dr.  Maclaurin,  but  of  Mr.  Andrews,  Hofpital  Mate, 
who  had  been  employed  under  Dr.  Jackfon  at  Chatham,  as  acting  furgeon  for  fomc 
g ^ time,  and  of  Mr.  Morrifon,  another  Hofpital  Mate,  who  had  been  likewife  employed  at 
Chatham,  and  of  whom,  as  well  as  of  Mr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Jackfon  had,  in  a letter  to  me, 
dated  the  25th  of  January,  in  that  year,  given  very  advantageous  accounts.  In  addition 
to  thefe  teflimonies,  the  Board  received  a letter,  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  from  Mr.  John 
Stratford,  another  Hofpital  Mate,  who,  having  had  more  frequent  opportunities  than  the 
former,  of  witnefling  the  treatment  of  the  fick  by  Dr.  Jackfon  and  Dr.  Borland,  not  only 
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corroborated  the  accounts  of  Dr.  Maclaurin,  Mr.  Andrews,  and  Mr.  Morrifon,  but 
fuperaddcd  many  particulars  tending  more  itrongly  to  iticuipite  Dr.  Jackfon  and  Dr.  Bor- 
land. But  though  the  Board  had  no  reafon  to  diitruft  any  part  of  this  evidence,  they 
were  unwilling  to  bring  forward  allegations  of  fuch  ferious  import  on  the  Angle  autho- 
rity Mr.  Stratford,  and  therefore  kept  back  the  whole  of  his  evidence  ; — a part  of  it  will, 
however,  be  here  fubjoined  ; and  the  Public  may  allow  it  what  degree  of  credit  they  {hall  B.  4. 
judge  proper,  or  riifbelieve  it  altogether,  if  they  pleafe.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Board 
received  an  original  paper,  dated  the  27th  of  May,  containing  the  prefcriptions  of  Dr. 

Borland,  for  five  foldiers  admitted  into  the  South  Hofpital  at  Chatham,  and  which  paper 
confirmed  the  accounts  given  by  Dr.  Maclaurin,  &c.  of  Dr.  Jackfon’s  fingular  and  al- 
moft  uniform  practice  of  putting  febrile  patients,  who  had  been  fir (t  copioufly  bled,  in- 
to the  warm  bath,  then  immediately  plunging  them  into  the  cold  bath,  and  then  with-r 
out  delay,  giving  purges  and  emetics  of  confiderable  ftrength. 

In  confequence  of  the  letter  above  alluded  to  from  the  Army  Medical  Board  to  the 
S-cretary  at  War,  of  the  25th  December,  1801,  four  gentlemen  who  had  filled  refpefln- 
ble  offices  in  the  Army  Medical  Department  (and  of  whom  two  had  ferved  with  Drs. 

Jackfon  and  Borland  at  St.  Domingo)  were  ftle&ed  and  fent  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  an  inquiry  concerning  the  fubje£fs  of  that  letter.  This  inquiry 
accordingly  took  place,  but  it  was  made  completely  ex  parte  ; as  the  gentlemen  who  were 
to  report  on  the  fubjetfl  had  not  only  been  appointed  without  any  reference  to  the  Medi- 
cal Board,  but  had  avoided  all  communication  with  the  members  of  it,  as  well  as  with  Dr. 
Maclaurin,  Mr.  Andrews,  and  Mr.  Morrifon.  They  pafled  one  night  only  on  the  life  of 
Wight,  and  were  about  three  hours  employed  in  examining  what  related  to  the  hofpital, 
where  Dr.  Jackfon,  after  timely  notice  of  their  vifit,  had  prepared  matters  for  their  inspec- 
tion ; and  where  he  explained  every  thing  as  he  pleafed,  without  even  the  chance  of  con- 
tradiction from  any  perfon. 

That  a report,  thus  haftily  made,  after  an  inquiry  under  fuch  circumftances, 

Ihould  not  have  been  fatisfadfory  to  the  Army  Medical  Board  will  not  appear  extraor- 
dinary, confidering  that  though  one  of  its  members  (myfelf)  had  perfonally  infpected  the 
hofpital  at  Chatham,  whilft  under  Dr.  Jackfon’s  management,  and  though  they  poficfled 
returns,  with  other  documents  and  evidence  connedled  with  its  management,  for  many 
months,  no  information  was  received  ordefired  from  any  of  the  Board.  With  Dr.  Jack- 
fon’s help,  however,  the  reporters  found  various  caufes  both  of  difeafe  and  of  mortality 
at  the  Ifle  of  Wight ; though  they  were  nearly  fuch  as  applied  to  all  general  and  regimen- 
tal hofpitals  in  Great  Britain,  in  which  no  fimilar  mortality  had  occurred ; and  though, 
in  regard  to  the  hofpital  at  Chatham,  if  the  mortality  under  Dr.  Mitchell  and  Dr.  Roger- 
fon  in  the  years  1 799  anc^  1800  had  been  compared  with  that  under  Dr.  Jackfon  in  i8or, 
the  refult  would  have  been  at  leaft  as  two  to  one  in  favour  of  the  former.  On  the  fub- 
jeft,  however,  of  mal-prattice  the  reporters  fay,  “We  examined  minutely  the  hofpital 
books,  (how  was  this  poflible  in  fo  fhort  a time,  with  fo  many  other  things  to  examine  ?) 
in  which  the  medjdnes  ordered  for  the  fick  are  entered.  Such  regifters  we  do  not  think 
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ffione  fufficient  to  furnifh  evidence  for  giving  a judgment  on  the  pra&ice  of  a phyfician. 
Tor  this  purpofe  indeed  we  do  not  know  any  other  means  than  thofe  dated  in  our  firft 
letter  to  you.  But  the  regifler  was  fufiicient  to  convince  us  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
the  charge  contained  in  Dr.  Maclaurin’s  letter  of  the  univerfal  and  indifcriminate  ufe  of 
blood  letting,  and  fome  other  remedies 'therein  mentioned.  Dr.  Jackfon  further  dated 
to  us,  and  that  upon  probable  ground,  that  Dr.  Maclaurin  had  no  adequate  means  of 
knowing  or  judging  of  his  (Dr.  Jackfon’s)  pra&ice.  We  did  not  receive  equal  fatisfacfion 
to  our  inquiries,  why  Dr.  Maclaurin  was  not  allowed  to  take  his  proportion  of  the  hofpital 
duty  at  Chatham  ; for,  judging  as  we  do,  that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  practice  could  only  be  decid- 
ed upon  by  fair  and  full  trial,  we  are  equally  of  opinion  that  Dr.  Maclaurin’s  practice  was 
entitled  to  the  fame  indulgence  (or  more  properly  judice)  from  Dr.  Jackfon;  and  that 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  points  of  praftice  fhould  have  prevented  Dr.  Maclaurin  from 
taking  his  proportion  of  the  duty ; but  not  having  the  means  of  invedigating  fully  the 
caufes  of  the  mifunderdanding  between  Dr.  Jackfon  and  Dr.  Maclaurin,  from  this  lad 
gentleman  not  being  on  the  fpot,  we  forbear  to  give  any  further  opinion  upon  the 
fubjeift. 

But  though  Dr.  Jackfon’s  conduct  in  depriving  Dr.  Maclaurin  of  that  participation  in 
the  treatment  of  the  fick,  which  the  Board  intended,  and  had  exprefsly  directed  that  he 
fhould  have,  was  blamed  in  the  report ; yet  no  notice  was  taken  therein  of  the  infub- 
ordination  and  difobedience  with  which  he  had  perfided  to  employ  as  a phyfician. 
Dr.  Borland,  a mere  furgersn,  who  had  never  been,  in  any  way,  examined  refpefting  his 
knowledge  of  phyfic,  not  even  when  he  was  made  an  hofpital  mate.  Yet  the  reporters 
thought  proper  to  notice  “ the  mifehievous  effects  of  various  kinds,  that  mud  arife  front 
application  to  officers  in  inferior  dations,  for  their  opinion  and  judgment  cf  their  fu- 
periors.”  This  obfervation  related  to  what  they  fuppofed  our  deviation  from  the  drift 
rules  of  military  difeipline,  in  taking  the  evidence  of  medical  officers,  who  were  fubor- 
dinate  to  Dr.  Jackfon,  on  fubjefts  fo  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  army,  and  the  lives 
of  fick  foldiers,  of  which,  one  at  lead  of  thofe  officers,  (Dr.  Maclaurin)  appeared  better 
qualified  to  judge  than  Dr.  Jackfon,  being  feveral  years  his  fenior  as  a phyfician,  and 
with  the  advantage  of  a much  better  education.  They,  however,  difapproved  of  Dr. 
Jackfon’s  Diet  Table,  and  it  was  difeontinued. 

In  confequence  of  this  enquiry,  the  Board  were  authorifed  by  this  Royal  Highnefs, 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  write  ; and  on  the  third  of  February,  1 802,  did  write,  to 
Dr.  Jackfon,  direffing  him  to  deliver  over  the  Medical  Patients  to  the  care  of  two  Army 
Phyficians,  who  had  been  fent  thither  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  confine  himfelf  to  the 
duties  of  infpeflion.  We,  at  the  fame  time,  fignified  His  Royal  Highnefs’s  pleafure, 
that  Dr.  Borland  fhould  no  longer  remain  at  the  depot  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Thefe 
direftions,  not  being  fatisfaflory  to  Dr.  Jackfon,  he  foon  afterwards  offered  his  refig- 
nation,  which  was  accepted  ; and  having  been  fince  placed  and  continued  on  half  pay, 
Ite  has  had  leifure  to  manifefl  his  refentment  towards  the  Board,  in  the  two  publications 
which  have  obtained  fo  much  attention  and  confidence  from  the  Commiffioners.  That 
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with  fuch  difpofitions  Dr.  Jackfon  ffiould  be  capable  of  gTofsly  mifreprefenting  fa£ls,  will 
aot  furprife  any  one  who  may  read  the  following  authentic  copy  of 

CHARGES  exhibited  by  Dodlor  Jackfon,  Affiftant  Infpe£tor  of  Hofpitals  for  St.  Do- 
mingo, againft  James  Whyte,  Efq.  Purveyor  of  Hofpitals  for  faid  Wand,  together 
with  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  Martial.. 

i ft.  For  removing  from  the  yard  of  the  hofpital  Moultrum,  two  copper  ftills, 
(landing  in  the  yard  of  the  above  houfe,  at  the  time  it  was  occupied  as  an  hofpital  for 
Britilli,  without  communicating  to  the  infpeftor  of  hofpitals  the  authority  under  which 
he  did  this. 

2d.  For  returning  a difrefpe&ful  anfwer  to  his  fuperior  officer,  the  infpe&or  of  hof- 
pitals, when  required  in  a direct  and  pointed  manner,  to  produce  an  authority  for 
removing  the  above  property,  confidered  as  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  hofpital. 

3d.  For  equivocating  fubterfuges  and  ungentlemanlike  conduct,  in  the  various  fteps  of 
the  above  tranfadtions., 

OPINION. 

The  court  having  duly  confidered  the  whole  of  the  evidence  in  behalf  of  the  pro- 
fecution,  and  alfo  what  the  priCpner  had  to  fay  in  his  defence,,  are  fully  of  opinion,  that 
the  prifoner  is  in  no  one  refpe£t  g.uilty  of  a fingle  article  alleged  againft  him  ; that  he 
a£led  throughout  with  the  moft  pure  intentions,  and  do  therefore  molt  honorably  acquit 
him,  and  humbly  requeft  that  his  Excellency,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  may  be  pleafed 
to  make  the  opinion  of  the  court  as  publick  as  poffible,  as  it  appears  throughout  that  the 
profecutor  has  afted  in  a frivolous,  malicious,  and  groundlefs  manner. 

Approved  by  Major  General  Whyte. 

N.  B.  This  court  maTtial  was  held  the  7 th  of  March,  1798. 


(COP  Y.) 

My  Lord,  Old  Burlington-Street , December  28 th,  1 793. 

The  Surgeon  General  to  the  army,  and  the  Infpector  of  regimental  infirmaries,  have,, 
in  obedience  to  your  Lordfhip  s commands,  perufed  Dr.Jackfoifs  letter,  but  do  not  think 
themfelves  refponfible  for  his  not  being  placed  in  that  fituation  for  which  he  thinks  him- 
felf  fo  well  qualified  •,  and  for  which  they  are  affined  there  arc  many  others  as  well  qua- 
lified likewife. 

Could  they  have  been  confulted  on  this  occafion  they  would  have  had  no  fcruple  in  ad-- 
vifing  him  not  to  quit  his  advantageous  fiiuation  in  the  North  of  England  ; and  which  he 
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Rates  as  producing  him  upwards  of  400b  per  ann.,  for  the  uncertain  profpeft  of  fucceed- 
ing  tohisexpe&ed  appointment  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  having  ferved  in  the  Medical  Department  as  a furgeon’s  mate  ; the  having  clofed  his 
fervice  with  an  enfigncy;  the  having  retired  upon  its  half-pay;  the  refuming  the  fervice  with 
a furgeoncy  of  a regiment,  as  a temporary  expedient,  and  for  the  purpofe  merely  of  being 
recommended  to  be  a ph)  fician  on  the  Raff ; and  the  folication  in  the  fame  moment  as  it 
were,  of  the  fuperintendancy  of  the  regimental  hofpitals ; are  circumftances  which  they 
cannot  confider  as  the  proper  fteps  for  fucceeding  to  either  office,  and  they  fubmit  to  your 
Lordlhip  if  fo  fhort  a fervice  as  a few  months  entitles  a regimental  furgeon  to  fell  a com- 
-miffionthat  he  has  not  purchafed. 

We  have,  & c. 

(Signed)  J.  GUNNING. 

TH.  KEAEE. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Amherft. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Army  Medical  Board  to  the  Secretary  at  War , dated  De- 
cember 10 th,  i 80 1 . 

Sir, 

WE  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult.  with 
the  inclofed  papers,  directing  us,  “ after  comparing  the  ftatement  of  the  expenditure  for 
the  Hofpital  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  with  that  for  the  other  General  Hofpitals  in  this 
“ country,  to  report  to  you  our  opinion,  whether  it  would  be  expedient  at  prefent  to 
“ make  any,  and  what  alteration  in  the  fyftem  eftablilhed  by  Dr.  Jackfon,  or  whether 
“ Dr.  Jackfon’s  regulations  appear  to  have  been  framed  with  fo  due  a regard  to  cecono- 
“ my,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  troops,  as  to  afford  juft  ground  for  confidering  the 
“ propriety  of  introducing  them  into  the  other  General  Hofpitals  at  home.” 

We  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  we  have  made  the  comparative  ftatement 
of  the  expenditure  for  that  Hofpital  with  that  of  the  other  General  Hofpitals  at  home, 
but  we  find, -that  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  patients  in  thofe  Hofpitals  is  of  a very 
different  defeription  of  fick  from  thofe  formerly  at  Chatham,  and  now  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

With  refpe£t  to  the  queftion,  unconne&ed  with  other  circumftances,  which  in  the 
courfe  of  this  inveftigation  it  will  be  our  duty  to  lay  before  you,  it  appears  to  be,  whether 
a liberal  and  generous  Diet  is  requifite  to  reftore  men,  who  have  either  been  debilitated  by 
difeafe,  or  by  active  debilitating  remedies. 

It  appears,  that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  mode  of  carrying  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight  Hofpital  is  an  ap- 
parent faving  of  money,  but  at  the  lflj  of  Wight,  and  lately  at  Chatham,  we  have  ob- 
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ferved  an  unprecedented  number  of  deaths,  viz.  27  in.the  lad  month,  and  12  in  the  lad 
week,  frequent  relapfes,  and  tedious  recoveries,  with  a debilitated  date  of  the  patients  ; 
therefore,  fo  far  from  oeconomy  being  effected,  there  has  been  a very  ferious  lofs  of  men, 
and  ultimately  a great  expenditure  ; thefe  returns  called  upon  us  to  recommend  that  two 
Phyficians  fhould  be  immediately  fent  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

We  now  beg  leave  to  revert  to  the  inclofed  letters,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5. ; and  this 
we  do  in  obedience  to  your  commands,  when  we  had  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you. 
It  appears,  therefore,  that  Dr.  Jackfon  has  altered  the  edablifhed  Diet  Tables  as  ufed  in 
all  our  Hofpitals,  and  fan&ioned  by  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
that  he  has  reduced  many  other  articles  of  comfort  and  nourifhment. 

We  have  thought  it  would  throw  fome  light  on  the  fubje£l  before  you,  to  fend  the 
inclofed  monthly  Report  of  the  Foreign  Military  HofpitaR  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight  for  the 
month  of  Oftober  lad,  by  which  a comparative  datement  of  the  mortality  in  the  fame 
place,  under  different  diet  and  treatment  may  be  made.  Upon  the  whole,  it  will  appear 
that  Dr.  Jackfon’s  fydem  of  oeconomy  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  the  troops,  and  fhould 
not  be  introduced  into  our  home  General  Hofpitals ; and,  we  humbly  fubmit,  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  enforce  the  printed  Regulations  for  General  Hofpitals  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  L.  PEPYS. 

T.  KEATE. 

The  Secretary  at  War.  J.  RUSH. 


B.  r. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  Maclaurin  to  the  Army  Medical  Board , dated  London , December 

7 thy  1801. 


Gentlemen, 

Having  been  called  upon  officially  by  you  to  date  my  opinion  refpedting  a New  Diet 
Table,  propofed  by  Dr.  Jackfon,  head  of  the  General  Hofpital  for  the  Depot  at  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  and  perhaps  to  be  from  thence  introduced  into  general  ufe  in  Military 
Hofpitals,  and  report  my  fentiments  as  Phyfician  to  the  Army, 

I have  not  the  fmalled  doubt  in  declaring  as  a profeflional  man  th3t  the  arrangement 
of  Diet,  as  fubmitted  to  my  confideration,  is  much  too  low,  and  this  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion I objected,  while  upon  duty  with  Dr.  Jackfon  at  His  Majedy’s  General  Hofpital 
at  Chatham,  to  the  low  Diet  in  general  ufe,  conceiving  that  the  wants  of  the  patients 
were  not  there  fufliciently  fupplied,  that  difeafes  of  debility  efpecially,  were  much  in- 
creafed,  and  that  the  practice  in  the  hofpital  was  upon  a fcale  in  general  of  too  debili- 
tating a tendency.  I dated  this  in  letters  to  the  Phyfician  General  of  May  6th  and  8th 
lad,  and  in  one  of  June  8th  lad,  addrefled  to  the  Surgeon  General  to  the  Forces ; I have 
alfo  delivered  my  fentiments  to  Dr.  Jackfon. 

CC] 


TI10 


APPENDIX,  No.  8. 


The  arrangement  of  diet  for  the  Tick  at  the  Iflc  of  Wight  is  conGderably  lower  than 
that  of  Chatham,  and  in  my  opinion  confiderably  more  dangerous,  the  breakfaft  of  the 
propofed  diet  table  is  too  fcanty  for  general  ufe,  and  inadequate  to  fupplv  the  cravings  of 
a foldier  ; the  dinner  may  be  admiffible  in  full  diet,  the  fupper  deficient,  the  meat  is 
prefumed  to  be  raw  when  weighed  out,  nor  is  any  allowance  made  for  wade  in  drefling. 
I prefume  that  eight  ounces  will  not  in  fa£t  produce  much  more  than  fix,  the  allowance 
of  fmall  beer  is  much  too  fmall,  only  one  pint  per  man  daily  ; as  to  the  half  diet  the  fame 
obje&ions  hold  with  redoubled  force. 

Refpe&ing  the  low  diet  I have  indeed  little  to  obferve  ; it  would  be  infulting  you  by 
idly  occupying  your  time  In  confidering  it,  were  I to  detain  you  longer  than  to  fay  that 
it  fcarcely  contains  fufiicient  nutriment  for  an  infant. 

From  perfonal  obfervation  I take  upon  me  to  afiert  that  the  greatell  proportion  of  pa- 
tients will  be  of  thofe  upon  the  low,  the  fmalleft  upon  the  fcale  of  full  diet. 

Such  is  the  diet  propofed  for  the  fick  recruit,  or  the  convalefcent,  for  the  man  who, 
often  previoufly  debilitated  by  a long  March,  or  who  has  recently  been  the  fufFerer  under 
acute  difeafe,  and  who,  upon  recovery,  is  liable  to  be  immediately  called  upon  to  perform 
the  adtive  duties  of  a foldier,  who  is  deftined  to  undergo  rapid  changes  of  climate,  and 
the  fatigues  of  a campaign.  He  cannot  upon  this  meagre  diet,  inadequate  to  his  fupport 
recover  his  ftrength,  he  requires  occafional  indulgences,  he  requires  a liberal  generous 
treatment,  his  conftitution  muft  be  invigorated  by  extra  diet  and  by  comforts  adminiftered 
bountifully. 

Let  me  remark  that  Dr.  Jackfon  makes  no  provifion  for  extras,  he  names  entirely  his 
fcale  of  diet,  and  it  appears  to  me  from  the  omiffion  of  a column,  “ for  extras,”  that  h 
is  intended  none  fhall  be  given,  no  mention  of  wine,  brandy,  porter,  or  other  cordials 
■which  I aver  are  at  leaft  as  necefiary  in  the  cure  of  difeafes  as  any  other  medicines, 
cfpecially  in  the  treatment  of  thofe  difeafes  which  are  called  malignant,  and  which  feem 
by  the  Reports  I have  feen,  to  be  prevalent  at  the  Ille  of  Wight  hofpital.  I appeal  to  every 
medical  pradlitioner  of  fcience  in  fupport  of  my  afiertion. 

I have  had  much  experience  in  the  difeafes  of  foldiers  at  home  j I mull  deprecate  the 
horrid  fyftem  of  depletion,  I am  too  well  aware  of  its  dreadful  tendency,  of  its  fatality  j 
by  a too  free  ufe  of  the  lancet,  by  warm  bathing,  inflantly  fucceeded  by  cold  bathing, 
by  ftrong  emetics,  draftic  purges,  mercurials,  and  low  diet,  fick  are  fpeedily  reduced* 
even  Herculean  ftrength  would,  muft  foon  fink  under  their  baneful  influence,  how  much, 
how  dreadfully  then  muft  not  their  effects  be  increafed  when  indiferiminately  employed, 
when  without  reference  to  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  the  fame  means  arc  adopted, 
merely  becaufe  the  fymptoms  are  the  fame,  the  fame  fyftem  of  depletion  is  purfued,  the 
lofs  of  life  muft  be  prodigious. 

The  plan  however  ftriking  it  may  appear,  has  not  even  ceconomy  to  recommend  it, 
it  is  in  truth  more  expenfive,  not  to  fay  one  word  uponthe  foul  inhumanity  of  fuch  con- 
duct patients  are  longer  in  the  ftate  of  difeafe,  relapfesare  more  frequent,  convalefcence 
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is  retarded  the  Tick  recover  more  flowly,  are  longer  feeble,  while  by  a liberal  plan  the 
lick  recover  more  fpeedily  ; relapfes  are  rare,  the  convalefcent  is  quickly  improved  into 
the  healthy  active  foldier,  and  this  confident  with  the  utmoft  frugality,  I doubt  not  with 
even  a fmaller  expence  eventually  to  government  than  the  meagre  plan,  for 

Compare  the  lofs  to  government  by  long,  and  frequent  illnefs  of  foldiers,  by  tedious 
recoveries,  by  more  frequent  deaths,  and  that  deaths  will  be  more  frequent,  I unequivo- 
cally, unrefervcdly  afl'ert,  compare  thefe  with  the  effedts  of  a free  diet,  the  free  ufe  of 
wine,  when  rtquifite,  tempered  with  prudent  management : I rifk  myfelf  on  the  refult  of 
the  comparifon,  the  effect  of  the  latter  will  be  found  the  belt  oeconomy. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  CHICHESTER  MACLAURIN. 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Baronet. 

Thomas  Keate,  Efquire. 
and 

John  Rulh,  Efquire. 

B.  2. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Andrews  to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  dated  Brompton,  Kent , 

December  3,  1801. 


Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  I beg  leave  to  fay,  that  doing  duty  as  hofpital  mate  in  the 
General  Military  Hofpital  at  Chatham  Barracks  about  three  years,  I had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  the  different  treatment  refpedling  the  diet  allowed  to  patients,  with  the  effects 
produced,  molt  particularly  in  the  convalefcent  ftate. 

The  late  Dr.  Mitchell's  practice  ufually  was  to  allow  patients  coming  into  a convales- 
cent ftate  eight  ounces  of  meat  for  two  or  three  days;  afterwards  one  pound  of  meat,  with 
the  ufual  proportion  of  bread  and  potatoes,  till  they  were  difmiffed  the  hofpital ; by  which 
means  they  rapidly  gained  ftrength,  and  were  foon  able  to  do  their  duty,  without  falling 
into  relapfes.  During  the  prevalence  of  fever  Dr.  Mitchell  always  allowed  a free  ufe  of 
wine,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  patient,  and  afterwards  a reafonable  proportion 
of  wine  and  porter,  according  as  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  required,  not  limiting  it  to  any 
ftated  rule. 

When  Dr.  Jackfon  fucceeded  to  the  charge  of  the  hofpital  the  oeconomy  in  the  diet 
was  very  much  reduced  in  all  refpedls ; fometimes  eight  ounces  of  meat,  but  oftener  fix 
ounces,  and  four  ounces  of  meat  were  allowed  to  patients  on  recovering  'till  their  dif- 
miffal.  They  gained  ftrength  but  flowly,  and  feveral  relapfed  before  they  were  difcharged 
from  the  hofpital,  and  many  relapfed  afterwards;  and  it  was  long  before  many,  who  were 
difcharged,  recovered  their  ftrength.  During  fever  Dr.  Jackfon  allowed  a very  limited 
portion  of  wine,  and  in  the  recovery  a fmall  portion  of  porter,  for  a very  few  days,  with- 
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oat  wine.  Bread  and  potatoes  were  alfo  limited  ; tnefe  allowances  were  . >inatc  in  aP 
vafcs  indifcriminately  as  far  as  I could  difcover. 

On  the  removal  of  the  depot  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  Dr.  Maclaurin  had  charge  of  the  hof- 
pital  for  nearly  three  months;  ’till  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  ordered  away  his 
practice  was  nearly  fimilar  to  the  late  Dr.  Mitchell’s,  and  was  attended  with  remarkable 
i'uccefs. 

This  is  the  ftatement  of  fa£b  as  they  occurred  to  me. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  M.  ANDREWS; 

To  the  Army  Medical  Board. 


D' 


Copy  °f  a Letter  from  Charles  Morrfon , M.  D.  to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  dated  Londorty 

K,th  December,  1801. 

Gentlemen,  - - 

In  anfwer  to  your  queftions  refpe&ing  the  diet  and  medical  treatment  of  patients  in  the 
General  Military  Hofpital  at  Chatham  during  the  time  I did  duty  there  under  Dr.  Jack- 
fon  I beg  leave  to  ftate  the  following  anfwers  : The  allowance  of  diet  to  convalefcents, 

and  fuch  of  the  fick  whom  I attended,  was  too  fmall  ; in  confequence  of  which  they  re- 
mained long  in  hofpital,  and  were  more  fubject  to  relapfe  than  where  a fuller  diet  was 
ufed  ; for  I am  of  opinion  that  good  nourifhing  diet  and  occafional  ufe  of  cordials,  would 
have  reftored  them  fooner  to  health  and  ftrength,  and  have  made  relapfes  more  rare,  than 
where  a low  diet,  fuch  as  the  convalefcents  in  Chatham  hofpital  were  allowed.  Indeed 
the  commiflioned  medical  officer  who  attended  the  convalefcents  feemed  to  think  Co,  for 
.he  would  allow  men  recovering  from  fever,  See.  (and  who,  perhaps,  had  had  frequent  re- 
lapfes) extras  ; but  an  order  was  given  by  Dr.  Borland  that  no  patient  in  the  convalefcent 
hofpital  fhould  have  more  than  the  ufual  ration  of  the  hofpital  (making  no  allowances 
whatever  for  the  weak  and  debilitated  ftate  in  which  fome  of  them  were,  in  confequence 
of  the  depletion  they  had  undergone,  when  under  his  care  in  the  fick  hofpital).  In  confe- 
quence of  this  order  none  were  allowed  wine,  &c.  Hence,  the  relapfes,  particularly  in 
fever,  became  more  frequent,  recoveries  flow  and  tedious,  and  were,  when  difmifled, 
hardly  able  to  do  their  duty  as  foldiers ; and  I dare  fay  nobody  but  Dr.  Borland  would 
think  the  full,  or  half  diet  of  the  hofpital,  was  fufficient  for  a man  recovering  from  a fe- 
vere  illnefs.  You  will  fee  the  different  diets  in  the  printed  diet  tables  of  the  hofpital,  to 
which  I refer,  as  I do  not  now  recollett  the  exa£t  quantities  of  each  article. 


APPENDIX,  No.  8. 


As  to  the  Medical  treatment  of  the  patients  I do  not  hefitate  in  faying,  that  as  far  as  my 
obfervations  extended,  from  occafionally  vifiting  the  patients  in  the  fick  hofpital,  it  wis 
by  no  means  fuch  as  I fhould  have  adopted  in  fimilar  cafes.  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Army  Medical  Board. 


CHAS.  MORRISON,  M.  D. 


B.  4. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Stratford  to  the  Army  Medical  Board , dated  London , 6th 

December  1801. 

cf  I think  it  abfolutely  neceffary  further  to  inform  you,  gentlemen,  that  when  the  men 
were  admitted  into  the  Hofpital,  they  were  conducted  to  a Wafhhoufe,  containing  the 
warm  and  cold  bath,  they  were  inftantly  bled  to  the  quantity  of  from  16  to  20  ounces 
without  confulting  the  ftate  of  the  conftitution,  fymptoms  of  difeafe,  age,  or  infirmity  5 
they  were  on  reviving  from  fainting,  which  generally  occurred  in  confequence  of  the  lofs 
of  fo  much  blood,  plunged  into  a warm  bath,  in  numbers  from  four  to  fix  together,  and 
confined  in  by  blankets  faltened  over  the  machine  till  almoft  fuffocated,  from  hence  they 
were  dalhed  into  cold  baths,  and  continued  till  apparently  lifelefs ; immediately  after 
coming  out  of  the  cold  bath,  a ftrong  emetic  was  adminiftered,  which  ufually  operated 
very  feverely,  and  they  were  carried  to  bed,  in  this  deplorable  ftate,  not  being  able  to 
walk,  and  a dofe  of  eight  grains  of  calomel  and  fix  of  James’s  powders  was  given  as  a 
purge  which  always  occafioned  fpafms,  with  great  debility,  and  a train  of  other  diftreffing 
fymptoms,  for  the  relief  of  which  they  were  bled  again,  and  bliftered  from  head  to  foot ; 
they  were  bled  a fourth  and  fifth  time,  hi  the  fpace  of  thirty  hours,  and  ufually  loft  from 
60  to  70  ounces  of  blood  in  that  time. 

I am  forry  to  occupy  your  time  fo  long,  Gentlemen,  but  from  the  length  of  the  infor- 
mation I have  to  communicate  to  you,  I cannot  get  it  into  a lefs  compafs.  I have  fre- 
quently been  directed  to  bleed  from  12  to  14  patients  of  a morning,  without  knowing 
the  caufe  or  difeafe  -,  and  in  many  of  thofe  orders  no  quantity  was  expreffed,  and  I was 
left  at  diferetion  to  bleed  as  I thought  proper,  but  with  verbal  orders  never  to  take  lefs 
than  from  12  to  20  ounces  from  each  patient,  and  I can  affine  you,  Gentlemen,  I have 
frequently  been  obliged  to  open  fix  veins  in  one  fubjedt  to  get  the  quantity  required. 

It  is  painful  for  me  to  ftate  to  you,  Gentlemen,  that  more  inftances  than  one  have 
occurred  in  my  prefence  where  men  have  expired  in  the  adf  of  bleeding,  and  thefe  men 
I hare  affiftediu  opening  for  their  information-,  when  the  confequences  of  that  treat- 
A v ment 


APPENDIX,  No.  8. 


ment  proved  fatal,  the  cheft  was  ufually  full  of  water,  and  a tendency  to  anafarca  prevailed 
in  the  habit,  and  no  other  marks  of  difeafe  could  be  difcovered.  I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  STRATFORD,  Hofpital  Mate. 

To  the  Army  Medical  Board, 

London. 


Copy.  South  Hofpital,  l^th  May. 

31. — 6.  John  Bateman, — Fever,  V S.  W.  & C.  B.  Emetic  Purg.  Powder. 

•73. — 6.  Edward  Lacy, — Ditto,  V,  S.  W.  & C.  B.  Emetic. 

76. — Serjeant  Frafer, — Fever,  Pneumonic  tendency. 

76. — 11.  Samuel  Hinch, — Feverifh,  V.  S W.  & C.  B.  Purg.  Powder,  Blifter  to  Neck. 
78.—  9.  Murdock  M’Kever, — Cynanche  Tonfillaris,  Purg.  Powder,  Lin.  to  the  Throat. 
61.— 11.  Ditto,  Charles  Armftrong. — Feverifh,  V.  S.  large  Purging  Powder. — NafaL 
iy, — 1 1.  Charles  Moore, — Fever,  V.  S.  W.  & C.  B.  Emetic,  Purging  Powder. 


North  HofpitaL 

<58  Reg. — John  M'Goveran,— Sophilis. 

Copy. 

The  annexed  is  an  original  Paper,  and  contains  the  Prefcriptions  of  Dr.  Borland,  a£t- 
jng  under  Dr.  Jackfon’s  diredtion,  for  five  foldiers  and  a ferjeant,  on  their  being  admitted 
into  Chatham  Hofpital,  where  the  indiferiminate  ufe  of  the  lancet,  the  fingular  pra&ice 
of  plunging  patients  into  a cold  bath  direftly  out  of  a warm  bath,  fucceeded  by  an 
emetic  and  a purge,  fully  illuflrates,  nay,  proves  that  the  evidence  given  by  Dr.  Mau- 
claurin,  Mr.  Andrews,  and  Dr.  Morrifon,  was  well  founded. 

It  is  neceflary  to  explain  the  annexed  paper  as  it  is  written  (hort. — V.  S.  W.  and  C. 
B.  figriify,  venxfedtion,  warm  and  cold  bath. 

For  the  ferjeant  nothing  is  preferibed. 

Out  of  the  five  foldiers,  four  were  bled  without  any  dire&ions  being  given  to  what 
quantity  ; all  four  were  plunged  into  a warm  and  cold  bath}  out  of  the  four,  three  took 
an  emetic,  and  three  took  a purging  powder. 

It  is  in  evidence,  that  when  bleeding  was  ordered,  the  quantity  was  feldom  fpecified, 
and  that  the  blood  has  been  fuffered  to  run  from  the  vein  on  the  pavement,  without  any 
reflel  to  receive  it,  by  which  the  quantity  might  be  judged  of. 

7 Copy 


APPENDIX,  No.  8. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Dr,  Ataclaurin  to  the  Army  Aledical  Board,  dated  London,  January 

28,  1802. 


Gentlemen, 

The  Phyfician  General  to  His  Majedy’s  Forces,  having  called  upon  me  officially,  to 
Teply  to  certain  allegations  contained  in  “ Dr.  Jackfon’s  Statements  refpecting  the  Hofpi- 
“ tals  of  the  Army  Depot,”  in  which  he  ufes  terms  the  moll  ungentlemanlike,  and  un- 
becoming his,  or  my  dation,  I requed  your  attention  to  my  Reports  upon  the  fubjedls  of 
the  medical  treatment  at  Chatham  Military  Hofpital,  and  of  his  propofed  Diet  Tables  for 
the  fick  at  the  Dep6t  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  reminding  you,  that  I have  not  had  recourfe 
to  any  perfonality  ; I have  without  referve  certainly,  cenfured  the  Pra£tice,  convinced, 
(my  conviction,  founded  on  experience,)  that  it  is  extremely  dangerous  in  its  effects } 
but  I have  avoided  the  individual. 

A difference  of  opinion,  however  important,  might  have  been  difeuffed  without  that 
laughable  petulance  which  his  filly  refentment  has  urged  him  to  employ,  no  futile  argu- 
ment of  his  want  of  candour,  a no  fmall  proof  of  a confcioufnefs  of  his  own  weaknefs, 
and  which  has  not  been  provoked  by  any  improper  language  on  my  part.  To  me  furely, 
no  charge  of  “ fervility”  can  attach,  I am  governed  by  no  narrow  motives,  impelled  by 
no  perfonal  difpute  with  Dr.  Jackfon,  folely  by  zeal  for  the  public  fervice,  by  humanity 
towards  the  fick,  and  a mod  anxious  folicitude  to  conduct  myfelf  in  a manner  mod  ad- 
vantageous to  thofe  who  labour  under  difeafe  ; our  difference  of  opinion  is  profeffional 
only,  and  need  not  have  excited  this  habitual  feurrility. 

Dr.  Jackfon  afferts,  “ that  I never  once  faw  a fick  perfon  under  his  treatment,  fome 
“ few  patients  in  the  wards  under  my  care  for  whom  he  preferibed,  when  I found  my- 
“ felf  at  a lofs  what  do,  excepted.” 

How  unhandfome  is  the  account  he  gives  of  my  afking  a confultation  with  him  upon 
fome  occafions : I did  afk  his  opinion  refpe&ing  a few  fick,  when  I hoped  it  might 
affift  me,  or  in  any  way  benefit  my  patient  -y  and  have  merely  to  remark,  that  confultax 
tions  among  Phyficians  are  not  unufual,  among  the  bell  informed,  and  the  mod  expe- 
rienced ; to  omit  any,  the  mod  trivial  chance  of  information,  (even  a confultation  with 
Dr.  Jackfon,)  would  be  culpable  : in  no  indance  did  Dr.  Jackfon  difient  from  me,  but  co- 
incided as  to  the  means  adopted  : the  infinuation  meant  is  truly  contemptible,  and  the 
words  in  which  that  infinuation  is  conveyed  are  highly  illiberal,  with  a no  very  modeffc 
hint  of  his  own  fuperior  knowledge. 

Dr.  Jackfon’s  datement,  that  I faw  no  « fick  perfons  under  his  treatment  ,”  is  falfe. 
I,  in  frequent  indances  faw  patients  previous  to  their  being  placed  in  the  wards,  but  fub- 
fequent  to  his  having  preferibed  for  them  ; I have  been  in  his  wards  feveral  times,  have 
feen  him  examine  the  fick,  and  preferibe  for  them,  efpecially  a ftiort  time  after  my  arrival 
at.  Chatham  Barracks 5 his  recollettion  too  fails  him,,  that  he  occafionally  preferibed  for 
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fome  patients  placed  afterwards  under  my  care,  previous  to  my  feeing'them  ; that  I remon- 
ftrated  againft  fuch  condu&,  declining  to  take  charge  of  them,  unlef6  the  treym^nt  re- 
mained with  me  from  the  firft  admiflion,  particularly  as  I difapproved  his  medical  practice  : 
my  remonftrance  was  complied  with. 

I did  fee  “ men  ill  of  fevers  bled  freely,”  much  too  freely  I thought  then,  and  (till 
think,  (it  was  a pretty  regular  routine,  even  in  Fevers  of  Debility.)  I faw  too,  “ men  ap- 
“ parently  not  ill  of  fevers,  bled  freely,”  bled  to  fainting,  lying  upon  the  furgery  floor, 
in  a manner  equally  indecent  and  alarming ; this  not  an  accidental  circumftance,  but  a 
molt  frequent  occurrence.  I did  fee  Dr.  Jackfon’s  preferiptions  fent  to  the  furgery  ; in 
them  bleedings  directed,  without  the  quantity  of  blood  to  be  taken  fpecified,  but,  of 
courfe,  left  to  the  diferetion  of  any  Hofpital  Mate,  who  happened  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
operate,  and  who  had  not  then,  nor  could  have  previoufly  had,  an  opportunity  of  afeer- 
taining  with  accuracy  the  difeafe. 

You  mult  remark  the  flight,  evafive  (tile,  in  which  Dr.  Jackfon  names  his  practice  of 
bathing,  “ every  man  who  came  into  the  Hofpital  was  wafhed  clean,”  (fuch  alfo  was  my 
own  uniform  practice  ; fuch  is  the  general  practice  in  Army  Hofpitals,  the  direction  of 
the  Army  Medical  Board,  fuch  is  the  dictate  of  common  fenfe,  as  tending  to  prevent 
or  remove  difeafe.)  Many  were  immerfed  in  a warm  bath,  fome  were  wafhed  with 
cold  water,  others  had  buckets  of  cold  water  poured  upon  their  heads ; he  might  have 
added  that  many  were  kept  in  hot  water  for  no  fmall  time,  frequently  three  at  once  in 
the  fame  bath,  covered  with  a blanket,  fo  that  accefs  to  air  was  precluded,  and  then  in- 
ftantly  immerfed  into  a cold  bath  ; this  too,  not  only  at  the  commencement,  but  at  the 
advanced  ftages  of  difeafe,  and  repeated  : this  ftands  recorded  in  the  prefeription- 
books,  if  they  have  been  properly  kept,  is  well  known  to  mod  of  the  medical  gentlemen 
of  the  Hofpital  ; a practice  widely  unlike  the  very  unfair  reprefentation  given  of  it. 

Let  not  this  be  confounded  with  the  affufion  of  cold  water  ; or  even  the  wafhing  the 
entire  furface  of  the  body,  efpecially  in  fome  febrile  difeafes,  with  cold  water. 

Draflick  purges  were  in  ufe  mod  liberally,  with  large  repeated  blifters,  and  emetics, 
and  to  this  praCtice  was  in  general  added  a too  low  diet,  a meagre  plan  ; of  their  united 
powers  I entertain  no  doubt.  It  may  be  demanded  whether  I remonftrated  with  Dr. 
Jackfon  upon  thefe  fubjeCts,  or  mentioned  my  fentiments  to  any  fuperior  power;  I did 
both,  as  foon  as  I could  make  myfelf  fufliciently  acquainted  with  them,  and  reported  to 
the  Army  Medical  Board  early. 

Dr.  Jackfon  fays  that  I “ may  be  allowed  like  other  men  to  exprefs  my  opinion  of  the 
general  principle  of  practice,  which  he  recommends  in  the  treatment  of  acute  difeafes, 
but  this  can  only  be  Dr.  Maclaurin’s  opinion,  an  opinion  formed  without  evidence  of 
trial.” 

My  opin'on  then  is  decidedly  adverfe  to  this  « principle  of  practice.”  I view  it  with 
deteftation,  with  horror,  I moft  earneftly  deprecate  its  introduction  into  any  hofpital 
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whatever,  or  Into  ufe.  Dr.  Jackfon  confeffes  that  he  recommends  it  “ in  the  treatment  of 
acute  difeafes he  makes  no  difcrimination,  he  “ recommends”  it  in  the  treatment  of 
acute  difeafes,  in  any,  and  every  one  without  reference  to  feafon,  climate,  age,  fex,  or 
conftitution  of  the  patient ; he  admits  his  own  want  of  experience  as  to  mealies  and 
fmall  pox  at  Chatham,  confequently  want  of  knowledge,  yet  the  treatment  of  thefe 
difeafes  he  kept  in  his  own  hands  ; he  dates  his  having  followed  the  pra£lice  of  Sydenham  ; 
it  is  not  always  eafy  to  make  out  from  his  muddy  paragraphs  his  meaning  with  precifion. 

Nor  is  my  opinion  formed  “ without  evidence  of  trial.”  I had  more  than  fufficient 
knowledge  to  put  me  on  my  guard.  “The  principle  of  praflice”  is  not  new ; Dr. 
Jackfon  has  not  even  the  merit  of  its  invention ; it  was  “ recommended”  before  his 
day,  tried  and  found  deftruclive  ; but  I envy  not  Dr.  Jackfon  the  “ evidence  of  trial.”  I 
faw  too  much  of  it  to  permit  me  one  moment’s  hefitation,  had  not  I even  known  enough 
of  my  profeflion  before.  I a£led  differently,  different  indeed  too  was  the  refult. 

The  patients  of  Chatham  General  Hofpital  were,  almod  beyond  comparifon,  of  a differ- 
ent defcription  from  thofe  ufually  received  into  the  Army  Hofpitals  at  home  ; thofe  of  the 
Ifle  of  Wight  probably  excepted.  The  patients  of  the  depots  are  almod  entirely  re- 
cruits, young  and  unbroken  by  the  fatigues  of  fervice.  Of  the  general  hofpitals,  the  bulk 
of  patients  are  men  enervated  by  climate,  worn  down  by  chronic  difeafes,  and  fuffering 
under  the  mifchiefs  which  frequent  campaigns  have  occafioned,  or  the  effects  of  wounds 
received  in  adlion.  Yet  at  the  depots  the  number  of  deaths  much  exceeds  the  propor- 
tion of  thofe  which  occur  in  the  other  hofpitals  in  this  country,  as  far  as  my  information 
is  corredl.  If  my  datement  be  erroneous  let  it  be  corre&ed  ; if  it  be  juft  let  it  be  a fub- 
je£l  of  inveftigation  mod:  ferious  ; in  the  interim  I affirm  that  I very  rarely  faw  difeafe  in 
any  very  a£live  form  at  Chatham  hofpital.  I have  even  been  aftonifhed  at  the  frivolous 
cafes  Dr.  Jackfon  admitted  into  the  hofpital,  and  told  him  fo ; but  in  this  cuftom  he  had 
the  advantage  of  making  the  number  of  admiffions  appear  large.  After  Dr.  Jackfon’s 
removal  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  the  charge  of  Chatham  General  Hofpital  devolved  upon  me, 
with  affiftants,  men  to  whom  I (hall  ever  confider  myfelf  as  infinitely  indebted,  as  long 
as  profeffional  attention,  diligence,  and  fidelity  can  have  claims ; we  admitted  confiderably 
upwards  of  one  hundred  patients ; there  were  many  fevers  in  this  number,  feme  cafes  of 
mealies,  fmall-pox,  &c.,  not  one  of  whom  died,  nor  had  we  any  rnftances  of  relapfe.  Of 
thofe  left  us  by  Dr.  Jackfon  feveral  recovered,  contrary  to  expectation ; which  we  attri- 
buted, in  no  fmall  meafure,  to  a tolerably  liberal  ufe  of  wine,  and  a moderately  gene- 
rous diet.  Upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  eftablilhment  the  few  remaining  patients  were 
removed  to  the  York  Hofpital  in  a ftate  of  convalefcence ; no  flight  cafes  were  admitted, 
they  were  kept  as  out-patients.  I hav,e  a right  to  report  this  in  juftice  to  thofe  gentlemen 
with  whom  I aCted  ; requefting  alfo  that  a like  inquiry  may  be  made  as  to  the  refult  of 
my  attendance  while  with  Dr.  Jackfon.  The  long,  melancholy  returns  fent  from  the 
■depots  form,  I fear,  a mournful  contrail  to  the  latter  ones  of  Chatham  barracks,  netwith- 
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Handing  “ the  fyftem  of  depletion”  had  its  fway  ; notwithftanding  the  boafled  applica- 
tion by  Dr.  Jackfon  “ of  the  moft  aCtive  remedies  in  the  materia  medica  among  the 
means  employed  in  the  cure  of  fevers.”  The  propofed  diet  tables  for  the  Id  of  Wight 
hofpital,  thofe  regulators  of  inanition  are,  I hope,  aboliffied.  The  diet  at  Chatham  was, 
in  my  opinion,  much  too  low,  yet  Dr.  Jackfon  fpeaks  of  removing  patients  from  ward  to 
ward,  graduating  their  diet  accordingly,  till  they  arrived  on  the  fulled:  allowance  ; even 
this  was  much,  much  indeed  too  fmall,  efpecially  for  convalefcents  : I faw  an  order, 
though  it  was  never  regularly  inferted  in  the  hofpital  books,  in  which  it  was  exprefsly  pro- 
hibited to  give  any  extras  to  convalefcents,  thofe  of  mealies  and  fmall  pox  excepted  : 
the  fcale  of  diet  intended  for  the  hofpital  of  the  Ille  of  Wight  was  ftill  more  meagre,  a 
mere  thermometer  of  ftarvation ; I hope  I have  been  inflrumental,  not  “ fcrvilely”  in 
condemning  it  for  ever.  To  {late  my  opinion  I was  called  upon  officially  ; I have  done  it 
impartially  to  the  utmoft  of  my  ability,  and  confcientioufly.  I beg  to  repeat  that  I am  ac- 
tuated by  no  perfonal  motives,  but  entirely  by  my  good  wifhes  for  the  fick  foldier,  and- 
the  benefit  of  the  fervice. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Sec. 

JAMES  CHICHESTER  MACLAURIN, 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Bart. 

Phyfician  General,  &c. 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq.  Surgeon 
General,  &c.  London. 
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ExtraS 7 of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Matthew  Lewis  Efqui-  e,  dated  October  5 , 1 799* 

I beg  leave  to  reprefent  that  in  addition  to  the  20  (Hofpital  Mates)  who  were  attached 
to  regiments  by  Dr.  Scott  at  Canterbury,  part  of  whom  were  to  be  relieved  in  Holland 
by  Hofpital  Mates  that  failed  with  the  firll  expedition,  and  were  afterwards  appointed 
Affiftant  Surgeons,  that  Mr.  Rulh  was  only  able,  with  the  utmoft  exertions,  to  procure 
fix  who  were  fent  from  Deal ; by  the  29th,  ten  more  failed  from  Yarmouth. 

I beg  leave  further  to  ftate,  that  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Young’s  preffing  letters  of  the 
I7thand22d,  all  the  home  hofpitals  were  immediately  difmantled,  and  every  regular 
hofpital  mate  on  the  eftablifhment  was  ordered  to  Holland,  and  the  fick  and  wounded 
left  to  be  attended  by  refident  practitioners  of  the  different  towns  and  places ; yet  on 
finding  that  the  number  was  not  adequate  to  the  demand,  I have  at  laft  been  obliged  to 
fend  over  feven  that  were  not  qualified  for  promotion,  but  might  be  ufeful  as  dreffers  of 
wounds;  the  whole  number  as  dated  in  the  inclofed  lift  that  have  been  appointed  is 
83,  from  which  15  have  been  made  Affiftant  Surgeons.  I prefume  that  42  of  thefe  have 
arrived  in  Holland,  and  the  remaining  26  are  to  embark  at  Yarmouth  this  day.  It  is 

fcarccly 
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(carcely  neceflary  to  add  that  every  poffible  exertion  is,  and  will  be  made,  to  complete  the 
number  demanded,  although  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fubmit,  that  fo  great  a number 
of  the  fick  and  wounded  are  arrived,  and  are  expe&ed  to  arrive  during  our  prefent  ex- 
treme fcareity  of  afliftants,  that  the  fervice  may  be  greatly  injured,  unlefs  I may  be  per- 
mitted to  detain  fome  of  thofe  mates,  who  {hall  in  future  be  fent  over  with  the 
wounded. 


App.  No,  9.  A. 

ExtraEl  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Matthew  Lewis , Efquire,  dated  May  17  th,  1801. 

“ I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  His  Royal  Highnefs,  who 
was  of  opinion  that  every  hofpital  mate  who  can  be  found  ftiould  proceed  to  Egypt,  and 
as  the  neceflary  number  cannot  poflibly  be  procured,  His  Royal  Highnefs  directed  me 
to  fend  as  many  Surgeons  as  could  be  fpared,  together  with  Mr.  Joberns  Afliftant 
Infpedtor  and  Surgeon,  and  alfo  fuch  Phyficians  as  appertain  to  the  Mediterranean 
Staff.” 


App.  No.  9.  B. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr  .Keate  to  Mr.  Youngs  dated  May  23  d,  i8»i. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  fupply  of  ftores  and  medicines  originally 
intended  for  the  force  about  to  embark  for  the  Mediterranean,  was  amply  fufficient  to 
have  furniflied  fuch  an  army  with  thofe  neceffaries  for  the  confumption  of  one  year,  but 
having  received  orders  to  reduce  the  proportion  of  both  ftaff  and  ftores  then  in  readinefs 
for  embarkation,  the  affortment  was  neceffarily  curtailed  agreeably  to  thofe  inftrudlions. 

To  guard  againft  the  confequences  of  this  new  arrangement,  I however  direfted,  in 
proper  time,  a very  ample  fupply  of  ftores  to  be  forwarded  in  the  London  to  Minorca ; 
and  aware  of  the  great  diftance  at  which  the  army  was  likely  to  be  placed  from  all  means 
of  future  fupplies,  and  defirous  that  your  (lore  rooms  upon  fervice  ftiould  not  be  embar- 
raffed  with  fuperfluous  articles,  I recommend  that  a large  depot  might  immediately  be 
eftabliflied  in  the  Ifland  of  Malta,  for  fupplying  the  army  with  ftores  and  medicines 
proportioned  to  their  aftual  confumption,  and  that  as  foon  as  this  depot  was  amply  fup- 
plied  with  ftores,  you  ftiould  be  requefted  to  make  requifitions  upon  me,  for  fuch 
articles  only  as  you  might  deem  neceflary.  For  this  purpofe  four  divifions  of  both 
deferiptions  of  ftores,  each  calculated  for  3000  men,  upon  fervice,  were  (hipped  for  Malta 
in  the  Rebecca  and  Juno,  under  the  charge  of  Deputy  Purveyor  Kemp,  and  Apothecary 
Thomas. 

The  London,  which,  had  (he  arrived,  would  have  prevented  the  moft  diftant  diftrefs 
to  the  army,  unfortunately  foundered  off  Lifbon,  but  I truft,  that  the  Rebecca  and  Juno, 
which  were  to  leave  Gibraltar  on  the  15th  of  April  laft,  and  another  veflel  with  one 
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divifion  of  (lores  and  medicines  from  Lifbon,  which  failed  about  the  fame  time,  will  hare 
reached  fo  as  to  relieve  your  expelled  wants. 

In  confeqnence  of  your  lad  letter,  dated  March  17th,  I have  dire&ed  Cx  diviGons  of 
ftores  and  medicines,  each  for  three  thoufand  men,  to  be  (hipped  in  the  Polly  and  Bonito 
tranfports,  under  the  fuperintendance  of  Afliftant  Infpe£lor  Franklin,  to  whom  I refer 
you  for  the  particulars  of  this  tranfaftion,  and  for  the  neceflary  invoices,  duplicates  of 
which  will  be  tranfmitted  by  me  as  foon  as  they  are  received  from  Portfmouth  : and  in 
order  that  Minorca  2nd  Malta  may  be  prepared  to  relieve  your  future  wants,  as  well  as 
to  fupply  fuch  of  the  Tick  as  you  may  have  occafion  to  fend  to  thofe  iflands,  I have  dire&ed 
four  divifions  of  each  defeription  of  (tores  to  be  {hipped  for  each  ifland,  and  to  follow 
the  Polly  and  Bonito,  with  all  expedition. 

By  this  meafure  you  are  to  underftand,  that  Minorca  and  Malta  are  to  be  the  depots 
from  whence  all  the  garrifons  in  the  Mediterranean  in  future  are  to  be  fupplied,  and  to 
which  you  are  to  fend  your  fuperfluous  articles.  Upon  the  arrival  of  thefe  (lores  you 
will  pleafe  to  tranfmit  to  me  from  time  to  time,  requifitions  for  fuch  articles,  with  their 
proportions,  only  as  you  may  think  requifite,  Gnce  it  is  not  my  intention  to- fend  out  any 
more  general  fupplies,  without  your  application  for  them  (hould  render  it  neceflary. 

The  inclofed  ftatement  of  Purveyor  Lempriere  will  explain  in  a few  words  what 
(lores  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Mediterranean..  I have,  & c. 

Thomas  Young,  Efquire,  (Signed)  T.  KEATE. 

Egypt. 

App.  No.  9.  C. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Air.  Keate  to  Alatthew  Lewis  Efq.  dated  September  18,  1801. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  inclofe  for  the  information  of  His  Royal  Plighnefs  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  an  extradl  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Young,  Infpedlor 
General  of  Hofpitals  to  the  forces  in  Egypt,  advifing  me  of  the  arrival  in  the  Bay  of 
Aboukir,  of  the  Rebecca  and  Juno  with  a fupply  of  hofpital  (lores  and  medicines,  and 
complaining  in  very  ftrong  terms  of  the  diftrefs  to  which  the  army  is  expofed  from  the 
deficiency  of  hofpital  mates. 

To  prove  that  my  exertions  to  give  full  effe£l  to  the  requifitions  of  Mr.  Young  for 
hofpital  mates  have  not  been  wanting,  I take  the  liberty  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of 
April  28,  wherein  I made  very  early  application  to  have  the  neceflary  complement  of 
hofpital  officers  appointed  and  embarked  with  every  poflible  expedition  for  Egypt ; and 
finding  that  the  number  required  by  Mr.  Young  could  not  be  obtained  within  a reafonable 
period,  I recommended  that  Staff  Surgeons  and  Afliftant  Infpedlors,  who  originally  were 
Surgeons,  might  be  called  upon  to  aid  in  completing  the  propofed  number. 

By  my  report  of  September  2d  it  appears,  that  only  45  hofpital  officers  (100  being  de- 
manded by  Mr.  Young)  could  be  colle&ed  ; and  I mull  beg  leave  to  advert  to  my  fre- 
quent communications  upon  the  fubjett,  urging  the  departure  of  thofe  gemlemen  with 
the  hofpital  ftores  and  medicines  {hipped  in  the  Argo,  Bonito,  Polly,  and  Meffenger,  which 
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were  ready  for  failing  fo  late  back  as  the  30th  of  May,  but  which  did  not  depart  from 
Portfmouth  until  the  16th  ultimo,  nor  from  Torbay  until  the  10th  inftant ; I therefore 
trull!  it  will  appear,  that  I have  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  obviate  the  inconveniencies 
which  the  fervice  in  Egypt  has  experienced  from  the  deficiency  of  hofpital  officers,  or 
which  may  arife  from  the  future  probable  wants  of  hofpital  fupplies ; and  that  if  circum- 
ftances  have  rendered  it  neceffary  to  protract  the  departure  of  the  fleet  to  fo  late  a period, 
Ilhall  be  exonerated  from  the  confequence  which  fuch  a delay  may  occafion. 

As  a further  relief  to  Mr.  Young,  I beg  leave  to  recommend  that  fix  Hofpital  Mates  may 
be  ordered  to  embark  on  board  the  veflel  appointed  to  receive  at  Deal  a divifion  of  medi- 
cines for  Gibraltar,  and  as  the  latter  will  not  be  required  in  that  garrifon,  that  thefe,  with 
the  Hofpital  Mates,  may  be  directed  to  be  forwarded  from  Gibraltar  to  Malta.  As  it  ap- 
pears that  the  plague  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  army  in  Egypt,  I alfo  beg  to  re- 
commend that  8oofets  of  bedding  maybe  forwarded  by  the  fame  opportunity,  and  that 
the  tonnage  for  the  flores  and  medicines,  neceffary  to  complete  the  depot  at  Malta,  may 
be  taken  up  as  early  as  poffible. 

I. am,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  KE  ATE. 

Matthew  Lewis,  Efq.  & c. 


App.  No.  10. 

Embarkation  Return  of  Hofpital  Staff  attached  to  the  Service  under  Colonel. 
Auchmuty.  Weymouth,  4th  Dec.  1800. 


Ships. 

Officers. 

Rank. 

Wilhelmina  . 

Dr.W.  R.  Shapter  . . 

Infpe&or  of  Hofpitals. 

Do.  ... 

Richard  Mofs  . . . 

Purveyor 

Do.  ... 

Vick.  Hyam 

Hofpital  Clerk 

Senfiblc  . . 

John  Foreman  . . . 

Surgeon 

Do.  ... 

W.  T.  Price  . . . 

Hofpital  Mate. 

Do.  ... 

John  Rice  . ... 

Do.. 

Sheernefs 

Dr.  Emerfon 

Apothecary 

Do.  ... 

And.  White  , . . . j 

Hofpital  Mate. 

No  Storekeeper,  Steward,  or  Hofpital  Servant,  of  any  defcription,  proceeded 
on  this  Expedition,  nor  did  any  Officer  or  Servant  join  at  the  Cape. 

RICHARD  MOSS,  Purveyor  to  the  forces. 


Ext  raft 
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App.  No.  IT/ 

FutraB  of  a Letter  from  Lord  George  Lennox  to  Lord  Amherfi,  dated  Plymouth , 

24 tb  February,  1794. 

Bur  whatever  may  hitherto  have  prevented  the  eftablifhing  of  an  hofpital  here,  I feel 
it  an  indifpenfable  duty  on  my  part  to  renew  the  application  for,  at  lead,  a fufficient 
place  to  put  the  fick  in,  with  proper  attendance  and  every  accommodation  of  bedding,  & c. 
that  is  neceflary.  As  your  lordfhip  has  objections  to  a general  hofpital  it  is  not  fit  for  me 
to  call  it  fo ; and  indeed  all  I meant  by  that  name  was,  that  it  fhould  be  open  to  all  fol- 
diers  whofe  regiments  were  forced  to  leave  them  without  afliftance ; and  to  the  indepen- 
dents, who  not  belonging  to  any  corps,  were  confequently  without  a furgeon ; and  l feci 
myfelf  uncommonly  unlucky  in  being  fo  mifunderftood  as  I find  I am  by  your  lordfhip’* 
obfervation,  that  diforders  are  got  as  well  as  cured  in  general  hofpitals.  When  in  my  re- 
prefentation  to  your  lordfhip,  I particularly  ftated  that  a general  hofpital  is  neceflary,  be- 
caufe  there  would  be  the  convenience  of  feparating  from  the  reft  the  patients  who  had  in- 
fectious diforders ; but  I now,  by  no  means,  prefume  to  point  out  to  your  lordfhip  any 
thing  further  than  a faCt  which  I only  beg  may  be  inquired  into,  and  that  if  I prove  it  to  be 
fuch,  the  evil  I complain  of  may  be  remedied  in  whatever  manner  your  lordfhip  pleafes. 
ThefaCt  I allude  to  is  as  follows  : In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  539  fick  from  regiments 

that  have  put  into  this  port,  have  been  left  here,  not  only  without  any  eftablifhment,  but 
even  without  any  preparation  or  comfort  of  any  kind  provided  for  them,  except  what  has 
of  late  been  procured,  in  the  greateft  hurry,  and  in  moments  only  when  it  could  have  been 
little  lefs  than  abfolutely  facrificing  the  men,  not  to  have  fcraped  up  every  help  that  could 
be  procured  at  the  inftant.  But  even  thefe  delayed  attentions  could  only  be  collected  in 
fuch  confufion  as  is  ill  fuited  to  the  diftrefled  condition  the  poor  foldiers  are  reduced  to 
from  circum fiances  of  which  the  lead  that  can  be  faid  is,  that  their  wretched  mifery  was 
not  brought  on  through  their  own  negleCt.  I refer  your  lordfhip  to  Dr.  Boone  (the 
Phyfician  General  on  the  ftaft'  here  laft  fummer)  for  the  ftate  in  which  he  faw  the  Irifh 
independents,  and  I requeft  your  lordfhip  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  fend  here  any  perfon 
in  whom  you  have  confidence,  to  report  to  you  the  prefent  condition  of  the  40th  regi- 
ment, which  I am  told  was,  three  months  ago,  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  King’s  fervice,  but 
is  now  difabled  and  unferviceable,  without  having  loft  a man  either  from  the  enemy  or  a 
bad  climate,  except  that  which  their  truly  unfortunate  fituation  on  board  has  created  ; in 
confequence  of  which  they  have  244  fick,  and  71  have  died,  befides  above  fifty  inde- 
pendents who  have  alfo  been  buried.  And  to  prevent  this  fhocking  deftruCtion  of  men  in 
future,  which  I am  perfuaded  your  lordfhip  will  readily  approve  of  when  made  known 
to  you,  I earneilly  intreat  your  lordfhip  to  have  the  goodnefs  to  order  proper  perfons  to 
come  here,  to  infpeCt  and  inquire  into  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fick  of  the  40th  regiment, 
and  the  caufe  of  it ; with  directions  to  report  to  your  lordfhip,  whether  the  full 
experience  we  have  of  what  the  troops  have  fuffered  from  the  want  of  an  hofpital,  does 
■or  does  not  juftify  a regular  eftablifhment  for  the  comfort  and  prefcrvation  of  the  fick. 

10  To 
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To  this  I am  aware  it  may  be  faid,  this  objed,  though  late,  is  now  at  lad  obtained.  I 
allow  it  is  to  a certain  degree,  but  by  no  means  to  the  extent  it  ought  to  be  ; for  many 
neceffaries  are  dill  wanting,  owing  to  the  hurry  and  confufion  that  mud  naturally  attend 
every  thing  that  is  unfettled  and  put  off  to  the  lad  moment,  when  there  can  be  neither 
fydem  or  plan  to  go  upon.  But  what  is  wanted  is  a regular  and  permanent  eftabliffiment 
for  the  future ; which  will  demand  a fufficient  building  to  be  eredcd  by  Government 
for  the  purpofe,  and  which,  in  the  end,  putting  humanity  out  of  the  queftion,  will  be 
good  policy  ; for  it  is  not  only  cheaper  to  fave  the  life  of  a foldier  than  to  get  another, 
but  the  unavoidable  wade  that  mud  attend  what  is  not  fupplied  in  a regular  way,  and  the 
expenfive  hire  of  thefe  dablea  (where,  by  the  bye,  many  of  thefe  unhappy  men  lie  on  the 
pavement,)  would  be  faved  ; and  the  continuance  of  the  hofpital  would  not  depend,  as  it 
now  does,  on  the  will  of  the  landlord ; who  may  any  day  give  warning  that  we  ffiould 
qnit  the  place  in  fix  months-  Befides,  an  hofpital  here  is  wanted  in  time  of  peace  equally 
as  in  war,  although  not  to  the  fame  extent,  for  regiments  are  condantly  embarking  from, 
and  returning  to  this  port,  from  foreign  fervice  ; on  both  which  occafions  fick  are  left 
without  any  proper  place  to  put  them  in  ; for  the  two  regimental  hofpitals  are  not  diffi- 
dent for  the  fick  of  the  two  corps  already  dationed  here.  But,  as  I faid  before,  I hope 
your  lordffiip  will  appoint  fomebody  to  inquire  and  report  to  you  on  thefe  matters.  I 
only  defire  to  be  permitted  to  date  to  them  fuch  fads  as  I can  prove,  after  which  it  is  for. 
your  lordffiip  to  determine.. 


App.  No.  ii.  A. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Army  Medical  Board  to  Lord  Amherf , dated  March  5,  17  94. 

My  Lord, 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordffiip’s  commands,  we  have  attentively  confidered  the  ex- 
trad  from  Lord  George  Lennox’s  letter,  and  beg  leave  to  exprefs  to  your  Lordffiip,  our 
entire  approbation  of  every  thing  therein  contained.  No  doubt,  an  Hofpital  ffiould  be 
edabliffied  at  Plymouth,  or  at  Dock,  and  until  fome  proper  building  can  be  ereded, 
fome  houfe  or  houfes  ffiould  be  hired  immediately  for  the  reception  of  Infedious  Fevers 
and  Small-pox.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  a Surgeon,  with  ihe  fame  pay  and  rank,  as 
at  Portfmouth,  ffiould  be  appointed  to  the  Hofpital,  with  a Mate  likewife;  that  the 
Phyfician,  who  is  appointed'‘to  attend  the  camps  in  the  fummer  at  Plymouth,  ffiould  be 
direded  to  vifit  this  Hofpital,  when  called  upon  by  the  Surgeon  of  it.  Dr.  Boone,  who 
is  of  courfe,  by  this  time,  at- Plymouth,  to  infped  and  attend  the  ficknefs  of  the  40th  re- 
giment, will  make  a report  to  the  Board  of  what  elfe  offers,  as  being  neceffary  to  be 
done  till  a regular  Hofpital  can  be  edabliffied. 

We  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  L.  PEPYS. 

The  Right  Plonourable  Lord  Amherft,  J.  GUNNING. 

&c.  &c.  T.  KEATE. 
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App.  No.  II.  B. 

« ' / 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Army  Medical  Board  to  Lord  Amherf , dated  October  4,  t 79^ . 

My  Lord, 

We  find  ourfelves  again  compelled  to  "addrefs  your  Lordfhip,  and  to  Teprefent  the  in- 
jury that  the  fervice  daily  fuftains,  for  want  of  proper  places  of  reception  for  the  fick  and 
wounded  from  foreign  fervice,  for  emergencies  in  changes  of  fervice,  and  for  occafional 
difeafe  in  regiments  about  to  embark  for  fervice. 

We  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  to  your  Lordfhip,  fo  long  fince  as  the  5th  March,  and 
again  on  the  3d  of  May,  the  great  neceffity  there  was  for  building  three  Hofpitals  for 
this  purpofe  ; and  we  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  lives  of  many,  and  the  convenience 
and  comfort  of  many  more,  had  been  preferved  if  thefe  Hofpitals  had  been  erefted. 

Humanity,  therefore,  as  well  as  our  duty,  urges  us  to  call  upon  your  Lordfhip  again, 
and  to  ftate,  that  the  places  appointed  to  receive  the  fick  at  Plymouth,  Portfmouth,  and 
Deal,  are  very  inadequate  to  the  purpofe,  are  crouded,  and  tend  as  much  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  difeafe,  as  to  its  cure. 

We  have,  moreover,  received  information  of  the  arrival  of  a large  number  of  invalids, 
fick  and  wounded  from  the  Weft  Indies,  and  from  Flanders,  and  Holland.  More  muft 
be  expefted  at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign;  and  except  the  Small  pox  Hofpital  at  Chelfea, 
which  is  chiefly  for  furgical  cafes,  there  is  no  place  provided  for  their  reception. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  confider  the  length  of  time  that  has  already  elapfed, 
the  lofs  of  lives  in  confequence,  and  the  expe&ed  preffure,  in  a very  fhort  time  ; and, 
we  hope,  that  thefe  confiderations  will  induce  your  Lordfhip  to  give  fuch  orders,  as  with 
the  concurrence  of  His  Majefty’s  Minifters,  may  be  neceffary  for  the  War  Office  to  pro- 
ceed upon  the  different  buildings. 

We  have,  &c. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Amherft,  (Signed)  L.  PEPYS. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  T.  KEATE.. 


App.  No.  II.  C. 


Copy.  February  10,  1800. 

Mr.  Keate  prefents  his  compliments  to  Colonel  Brownrigg,  has  the  honour  to  return 
the  inclofsd  letter  of  Mr.  Hufkiffon,  and  to  tranfmit,  agreeably  to  his  requeft, 

13 


a re- 
turn 
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turn  of  the  fick  and  wounded  Britifh  troops,  who  were  admitted  into  our  General  Hof- 
pital6,  from  Holland  ; alfo  a return  of  thofe  who  have  died  up  to  February  I,  1800. 


Admitted. 

Dead. 

Colchefler 

- 

1687 

93 

Chelfea 

- 

601 

17 

Deal 

- 

2X9 

3i 

Harwich 

m «■ 

I2S 

3i 

Yarmouth 

- 

85 

14 

Total 

271.8 

iSj 

App.  No. 

if.  D. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Matthew  Lewis,  Efq.  to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  dated  War  Office, 

10th  June  1803. 

Gentlemen, 

FI  is  Royal  Plighnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  having  reprefcnted  the  neceflity  for 
appointing  an  Flofpital  Staff  for  the  new  Flofpital  at  Chatham,  calculated  to  receive  240 
patients  ; and  alfo  the  expediency  of  the  former  Medical  Staff  being  reftored  in  North 
Britain,  I have  the  Secretary  at  War’s  directions,  to  defire  that  you  will  recommend 
proper  officers  for  the  fame  accordingly. 

I am,  &c. 

M.  LEWIS. 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Bart. 

T.  Keate,  Efq. 

F.  Knight,  Efq. 


App.  No.  1 J . E. 


Copy  of  a Letter,  with  an  Inclofure  (a)  from  Matthew  Lewis,  F.Ji[.  to  Thomas  Keate,  Efq . 

dated  War-Office,  30th  July,  1803. 

Sir, 

I have  the  Secretary  at  War’s  dire£lions  to  tranfmit  you  the  cnclofed  copy  of  a letter 
from  the  Deputy  Quarter-mafter  General,  in  order  that  you  may  caufe  the  utmofl  exertions 
to  be  ufed  for  completing,  without  delay,  the  preparations  at  Chatham  and  Deal  Flofpf- 
tals,  and  forming  the  Medical  Depot  therein  directed  to  be  eftabliffied  at  Sevenoaks. 

I am,  Sir,  yours,  & c. 

{Signed) 


[E] 


Thomas  Keate,  Efq. 


M.  LEWIS. 

Inclofure 
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(COPY.) 

lnclofure  (a)  referred,  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 

Quarter- Mafler  General’s  Office,  2i)th  July  1803. 
Sir, 

\ I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  defirous  of  having  the  requifite  prepa- 
rations made  immediately  at  the  hofpitals  at  Chatham  and  Deal  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  number  of  fick,  they  are  calculated  to  contain.  • 

His  Royal  Highnefs  alfo  recommends  that  a depot  hofpital  and  medical  (lores  fufEcient 
for  a force  of  20,000  men  (hould  be  eftablifhed  at  Seven  Oaks  as  foon  as  poflible. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  HOPE, 

Deputy  Quarter-Matter  General 

M.  Lewis  Efq.  &c.  &c. 


App.  No.  II  F, 

Copy  rf  a Letter  from  Matthew  Lewis  Efq.  to  the  Army  Medical  Board,  with  an  lnclofure  (b) 

Dated  War  Office,  1/?  AuguJl  1803. 

Gentlemen, 

I am  direfted  to  tranfmit  to  you  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  Deputy  Quarter-matter 
General,  for  your  information,  relative  to  the  eftablifliment  of  a general  hofpital  at  Dun- 
mow,  for  the  reception  of  500  fick,  and  of  another  at  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  for  300 
fick  ; and  recommending  that  a General  Hofpital  for  300  fick  fhould  be  ordered  for  Edin- 
burgh. And  I am  to  requeft  that  you  will  propofe  fuch  Medical  Staff  to  be  attached  to 
the  refpedlive  hofpitals  therein  mentioned,  as  may  be  proportionate  to  the  number  of 
fick  to  be  provided  for  therein. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  & c. 
(Signed)  M.  LEWIS. 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Bart. 

T.  Keate,  Efq. 

F.  Knight,  Efq. 

lnclofure 
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(COPY.) 

i 

Inclofure  (b)  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Letter. 


Horfe -Guards,  30 th  July , 1 803. 


Sir, 

By  deGre  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief  I have  the  honor  to  requeft 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  fubmit  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  His  Royal  Highnefs  recom- 
mends the  immediate  eftabliffiment  of  a General  Hofpital  for  500  Gck  at  Dunmow,  and 
of  another  for  300  Gck  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds.* 

His  Royal  Highnefs  likewife  recommends,  that  a General  Hofpital  for  300  Gck  fliould 
be  ordered  for  Edinburgh,  and  that  a fuitable  proportion  of  Medical  Staff  may  alfo  be  al- 
lotted for  Scotland. 


I have,  &c. 


M.  Lewis,  Efq.  &c.  War-Office. 


(Signed)  ALEX.  HOPE, 

Deputy  Quarter-Mafter  General. 


* Both  in  the  Eaftern  Diftridt, 


# 


App.  No,  11.  G. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Matthew  Lewis,  Efquire,  to  Thomas  Keate,  Efquire.  Dated  War 

Office , 5 th  Auguji  1803. 


Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  iff  inftant  having  been  referred  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  I 
have  the  Secretary  at  War’s  dire£lions  to  acquaint  you,  that  His  Royal  Highnefs  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  hofpital  at  Plymouth  (hould  certainly  be  placed  on  a proper  eftabliffi- 
ment  for  the  reception  of  patients,  by  completing  the  Medical  Staff  of  that  hofpital,  as 
has  been  done  at  Deal;  you  will,  therefore,  take  the  neceffary  meafures  accordingly. 


T.  Keate,  Efquire. 


I am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

(Signed) 


.ft 


M.  LEWIS. 


[Ea] 


Copy 


c 
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App.  No.  ii.  H. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  ’Thomas  Keate , Efquiret  to  Francis  Moore , Ej, quire. 

Sir,  Arlington  flreety  Oct.  5,  1805. 

I have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  wherein 
•you  communicate  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief’s  pleafure,  that  the 
order  for  providing  General  Hofpitals  at  Dunmow  and  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  firould  be 
revoked,  but  that  the  bedding  and  utenfils  fhould  be  prepared  for  the  fall  eftablifhments 
and  lodged  in  ftore  at  the  above  places ; in  anfwer  to  which,  I requeft  you  will  be 
pieafed  to  inform  His  Royal  Highnefs,  that  in  confequence  of  former  orders  to  that 
effect,  I appointed  a regular  Hofpital  Staff  for  each  of  the  places  in  queftion,,  as  well  as 
for  the  propofed  General  Hofpital  at  Edinburgh  (which  arrangement  has  fince  been  ap- 
proved by  His  Royal  Highnefs)  and  ordered  them,  with  the  requifite  complement  of 
fuperior  fervants,  to  their  refpe&ive  deflinations.  I therefore  requefl  to  be  honoured 
with  inftrudtions,  whether  thofe  Officers  are  to  continue  at  Bury  Sr.  Edmund’s,  Dun- 
mow, and  Edinburgh;  and  if  fo,  whether  the  Secretary  at  War  will  be  pleafed  to  allow 
lodgings  and  other  contingencies,  granted  to  the  Medical  Officers  and  fervants  at  the 
feed  General  Hofpitals.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  KEATE. 


App.  No.  11.  I. 

A LIST,  f^ecifying  the  dates  of  fome  of  the  Letters  which  palled  between  the  War 
Department  and  the  Surgeon  General,  from  Oftober  1803,  to  November  1S04,  otv 
the  fubje£t  of  the  General  Hofpitals  at  Dunmow,  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  and  Edinburgh.. 


Date. 

From 

To 

8th  November  1803, 

Mr.  Moore 

Mr.  Keate. 

3.0th  Ditto, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore. 

7th  and  14th  December; 

Mr.  Moore 

Mr.  Keate. 

21ft  February  1804, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore. 

March, 

Mr.  Moore 

Mr.  Keate. 

27th  Ditto, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore. 

30th  Ditto, 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

16th  April, 

Mr.  Moore 

Mr.  Keate. 

aoth,  24th,  and  26th  Ditto, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore. 

1 8th  May, 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

2 2d  May; 
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Date. 

From 

To 

22d  May, 

Mr.  Merry 

Mr.  Keate. 

2d  June, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore-. 

13th  July, 

Mr.  Merry 

Mr.  Keate. 

6th  Auguft, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore. 

9th  Ditto, 

Mr.  Moore 

Mr.  Keate. 

Ditto, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore. 

3d  Odtober, 

Mr.  Moore 

Mr.  Keate. 

10th  Ditto, 

Mr.  Keate 

Mr.  Moore. 

3d  November, 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

App.  No.  II.  K . 


An  ESTIMATE  of  the  Annual  Expence  of  the  Eftablifhment  requifite  for  a General 
Military  Hofpital,  communicated  by  Colonel  Burnet  to  the  Commiffioners  of  Military 
Enquiry,  as  mentioned  in  page  25  of  Report. 


Rank. 

No.  of 
each  de- 
fer} ption 

per 

day. 

Total  Amount  ^ 
for  one  Year. 

Military  fuperintendant 

_ 

1 

So 

*5 

d. 

0 

£ 2734 

1 5 

Principal  medical  officer 

- 

1 

20 

0 

365 

— 

D eputy  purveyor 

- 

1 

10 

0 

182 

10 

— 

Hefpital  mate 

- 

1 

7 

6 

136 

‘7 

6 

Military  fuperintendant’s  clerk 

- 

1 

2 

6 

45 

12 

6 

Purveyor’s  clerk 

- 

r 

3. 

0 

5V 

'5 

— 

Matron 

- 

1 

2 

6 

45 

1 2 

6 

Steward 

• 

r 

2 

0 

36 

To 

— 

Orderly 

- 

1 

1 

0 

18 

5 

— 

Nurfe 

- 

1 

0 

9 

ij 

13 

9 

Quarter  Matter  Serjeant 

- 

1 

2 

A 

45 

12 

6 

Porter 

- 

1 

1 

0 

18 

5 

_ 

365  Rations  each  for  the  laft  7 perfons,  at 
Allowance  of  Coals  and  Candles 

is. per  ration 

127 

192 

£ l556 

15 

3 

9 

Weekly 
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App.  No.  rr.  L. 

Weekly  RETURN  of  Medical  Officers,  8th  to  14th  March  1807. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Remarks. 

Mr.  North, 

Dr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Carpue, 

Mr.  Hoff, 

Mr.  Wim  bridge* 
Mr.  Leeds, 

Mr.  Ivrazeifen, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

P.  M.  Officer. 

Phyfician. 

Surgeon. 

Apothecary, 

Deputy  Purveyor. 

Refident  Mate. 

Surgeon, 

Ditto, 

For  the  Depot  of  Stores, 
only. 

for  any  other  Service. 

W.  NORTH,  P.  M.  O. 

App.  No.  II.  M. 

COMPARATIVE  VIEW  of  the  Expences  of  Two  General  Hofpitals,  with  the  fame 
Number  of  P-tients  in  Hofpital,  but  under  different  Circumftances  to  as  Collateral 
Expences. 


idle  of  Wight,  from  25th  September  to  24th 
December,  1806. 


1  Principal  Medical  Officer 
1 Phyfician 
1 Staff  Surgeon 
1 Deputy  Purveyor 
3 Affiftant  Surgeons,  at  7X.  6d. 

1 Hofpital  Mate,  (prifon  fhip)  - 
1 Clerk — R. 

1 Steward — R. 

2 Ward  Matters,  at  6d. — R. 

X Superintend. in  Barracks,  at  6*/.  R 

3 Surgery-men,  at  6d. — R. 

1 Cooke — R. 

20  Orderlies,  at  3^. — R. 

1 Matron — R. 

4 Nurfes,  at  9 d.  — R. 

2 Sempftreffes,  at  is. — R. 


3<5  Rations  at  is. 


£ 


Gofport. 


Per  Diem. 

Per 

2 

— 

— 

t Principal  Medical  Officer 

I 

I 

— 

— 

1 Phyfician 

1 

— 

1 s 

— 

1 Staff  Surgeon 

— 

— 

10 

— 

1 Deputy  Purveyor 

1 

2 

6 

; 1 Apothecary  (and  for  Depot) 

— 

— 

' 

1 4 Hofpital  Mates,  at  6s.  6 d. 

I 



3 

— — 

I 1 Clerk — R. 



— 

I 

1 Steward — R. 



— 

i 

— 

1 Ward  Mailer — R. 

— 

— 

— — 

6 

1 Surgery  man — R. 



— 

1 

6 

12  Orderlies,  at  3 d. — R. 

— 

— 

— 

9 

6 Nurfes,  at  yd. — R. 

— 

— 

5 

i Matron — R. 

— 

— 

2 

6 

1 Sempftrefs — R. 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 HeadNurfe — R. 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 Cook— R. 

6 

7 

9 

£ 

5 

1 

16 

— 

2 6 Rations,  at  u. 

1 

8 

9 

£ 

/. 

*5  - 
10  — 

tc  — 
6 — 
3 — 


3 — 

4 6 

2 6 
1 — 
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EXP  ENCE  of  the  Medical  Eftablilhment,  and  Servants  of  five  Regimental  Hofpitals 
calculated  to  contain  200  Patients,  or  40  Patients  in  each. 


Five  Regimental  Surgeons,  at  12s.  loweft  rate  of  pay 
Ten  Alfiftant  Surgeons,  at  7/.  (yd. 

Five  Serjeants,  at  9 d. 

Five  Nurfes,  at 

Five  Orderlies,  at  qd.  - 


£■ 

3 

— 

3 

f5 

— 

3 

— 

5 

1 

£ 7 

5 

By  thefe  Tables  it  will  be  perceived,  1.  that  every  expence  of  the  Army  Depot  Ella* 
blilhment  for  the  fick  in  Hofpital  and  in  Barracks,  as  well  as  for  the  Stores,  exceeds 
that  of  Gofport  by  19 s.  per  diem,  in  confequence  of  the  additional  duty  at  the  Barracks 
of  the  Depot,  and  in  the  Stores,  &c. 

2.  That  the  Expence  of  the  Army  Depot  Eflablifhment,  exceeds  in  daily  amount  the 
mere  expence  for  attendance  on  the  fick  only  in  Regimental  Hofpitals  by  the  fum  of  1 8/.  4 d. 
per  diem. 

3.  That  the  expence  of  the  General  Hofpital  at  Gofport  is  lefs  than  that  of  the  above 
Regimental  Hofpital  calculation,  by  the  fum  of  8 d.  per  diem. 


App.  No.  II.  N. 

ARMY  DEPOT  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

From  25th  Dec.  1805,  {"Monthly  Average  of  Patients  (exclufive  of  Women  and! 

To  24th  Dec.  i8c6,  (_  Children)  remaining  in  Hofpital,  24th  of  each  Month  j 

Total  Admiffions  - - 1821 

Total  Difmiflions  - - - 17  K 

Total  Deaths  - - 67 

WILLIAM  MOORE,  M.  D.  Principal  Med.  Off. 


Comparative 
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App.  No.  ii.  O. 


Comparative  STATEMENT  of  the  Expence  of  York  Hofpital. 


On  Regimental  Plan. 


On  General  Hofpital  Plan. 


£• 

s. 

d. 

£■ 

/. 

J. 

2 Staff  Surgeons 

1 

10 

O 

1 Principal  Medical  Officer 

1 

0 

0 

1 Phyfician 

1 

0 

0 

I Phyfician 

1 ■ 

"0 

0 

I Affiftant  Surgeon 

0 

7 

6 

1 Staff  Surgeon 

0 

IS 

0 

j Hofpital  Mate 

0 

6 

6 

1 Apothecary 

0 

10 

0 

1 Temporary  Mate 

0 

s 

0 

1 Refident  Mate 

c 

7 

6 

1 Clerk 

O 

3 

0 

1 Hofpital  Mate 

0 

6 

6 

1 Paymafter 

0 

8 

0 

1 in  Rotation 

0 

6 

6 

1 Deputy  Purveyor 

0 

10 

0 

Depot. 

1 Clerk 

0 

3 

0 

1 Apothecary 

0 

ro 

0 

1 Clerk 

O 

5 

0 

4 

18 

6 

4 

15 

0 

r Matron 

l Steward 

Servants  in  Stores 

1 Wardmafter 

Wafhing  by  Barrack  Deputy 

1 Porter 

1 Serjeant 

j 1 Meffenger 

4 Orderlies 

j 3 Nurfes 

2 Orderlies 

App.  No.  II.  P. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  R.  Keate  to  Dr.  Verfurme , dated  Army  Medical  Board  Offict, 

February  2~jth>  1806. 

Sir, 

The  Surgeon  General  has  dire&ed  nie  to  inquire  of  you  if  the  temporary  Foreign  Hof- 
pital cannot  be  broken  up,  fo  as  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  foreign  Tick  in  the  General 
Foreign  Hofpital.  If,  in  your  opinion,  it  cannot,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  date  to  the  Sur- 
geon General  the  utility  of  keeping  up  two  eftablifhmentst 

I am,  fee. 

ROBERT  KEATE, 
Affiftant,  Surgeon  General's  Department. 

To  Dr.  Verlturme,  Infpecfor  of  Foreign 
Hofpitals,  l’ortfmoulh. 


Copy 


10 
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Copy  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  V trfurme  to  the  Surgeon  General , dated  Portfnouth , ijl  March, 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  ult.  I beg  to  acquaint  you  that  the  hofpital  at  Ly- 
mington is  for  the  immediate  accommodation  of  the  Gck  of  the  foreign  depot  quartered  in 
that  town;  becaufe,  as  the  General  Hofpital  eltablifhed  at  Eling  is  a diltance  of  13  miles, 
k would  be  an  uimeceflary  expence  to  convey  patients  afflicted  with  acute  or  flight  difor- 
ders  to  that  ellablilhment ; but  only  chronic  patients  are  fent  there,  or  fuch  Tick,  which 
when  difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  are  likely  to  be  unfit  for  regimental  duty. 

The  only  probability  to  break  up  one  of  the  two  eftablifhments  would  be,  if  a building 
able  to  contain  about  200  patients  could  be  provided  in  the  vicinity  of  Lymington.  But 
as  this  method  has  already  been  tried,  and  no  accommodation  of  that  kind  having  been 
found,  except  at  Eling  ; when  the  General  Hofpital  was  removed  from  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
and  alfo  the  Foreign  Depot,  it  was  found  requifite,  and  ordered  by  Government  to  efta- 
blifh  an  hofpital,  upon  a fmall  fcale,  at  Lymington. 

It  has  been  in  contemplation  to  build  permanent  barracks  for  the  ufe  of  the  foreign 
depot,  and  I have  been  defired,  at  that  time,  by  Lieutenant  General  Hewitt  to  give  in  a 
plan  for  a General  Foreign  Hofpital,  which  plan  has  been  approved,  and  will  likely  be 
executed  as  foon  as  it  has  been  decided  by  Government  where  thofe  barracks  are  to  be 
built.  Until  that  has  been  done  I do  not  fee  any  poffibility  to  break  up  the  eftablilhment 
at  Lymington. 

I have,  &c. 

L.  VERSTURME. 

To  Thomas  Keate,  Efq. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Surgcon-GeneraF  s Ajffijlant  to  Dr.  Verjlurme , dated  Army  Medical 

Board  Office,  March  8,  1806. 

StT, 

In  addition  to  my  letter  of  17th  ult.  and  in  reference  to  your’s  of  the  1 ft 
ink.  I am  diredled  to  alk  your  opinion,  whether  the  Hofpital  now  eftabliihed  at 
Lymington,  and  which  appears  to  be  neceffary  for  the  immediate  reception  of  casualties, 
&c.  might  not  be  converted  with  great  facility  into  a fort  ofGarrifon  Hofpital,  that  is,  to 
be  conduced  in  every  refpeft  on  the  footing  of  a Regimental  Hofpital,  with  a Staff 
Surgeon  at  its  head,  to  receive  the  ftoppages  for  the  refpe&ive  patients  who  may  be  ad- 
mitted therein,  and  to  account  for  the  fame  by  weekly  returns  to  the  Infpe&or-General 
of  Army  Hofpitals,  as  if  it  were  a Regimental  Hofpital.  The  half  yearly  contingent 
account  for  pay  of  ferjeants  and  orderly  men  would  be  the  fame,  and  this  fyftem  would 
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obviate  the  neceffity  (the  exigence  of  which  is  much  regretted)  for  two  General  Hofpitals 
ib  very  ne-ar  to  each  other,  and  in  fa£t  for  the  fame  fervice. 

The  Surgeon-General  alfo  requeRs  to  be  informed,  whether  there  are  any  Regimental 
Hofpitalsat  prefent  eRablifhed  at  or  near  Lymington,  in  addition  to  this  temporary  Ge- 
neral Iiofpital ; and  if  fo,  how  many,  and  of  what  regiments  ; alfo,  how  the  Regimental 
Medical  Officers  who  may  be  Rationed  at  the  Foreign  Depot  are  employed. 

I am,  &c. 

ROBERT  KEATE,  Affift.  Surg.  Gen.  Dep 

To  Dr.  VerRurme,  Infpettorof  Foreign 
Hofpitals,  Lymington. 

Ext  rati  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  Verfurme  to  Mr.  Keate , dated  Lymington , 10  th  March,  1 80  6. 

4 '''if  ’ ' ’ 1 *•’'  1 * “ • 

“ In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  inftant,  I have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I do 
“ not  fee  any  inconvenience,  medically,  to  convert  the  temporary  Hofpital  at  Lym- 
“ ington,  neceffary  for  the  immediate  reception  of  cafualties  for  the  recruits,  into  a kind 
“ of  Garrifon  Hofpital,  to  be  conducted  upon  the  footing  of  a Regimental  Hofpital, 
“ provided  the  commanding  officer  has  no  obje&ion  to  the  meafure,  and  therefore  in- 
**  tend  to  propofc  to  him  the  adoption  of  the  plan.” 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Francis  Moore , Efq.  dated  Army  Medical  Board  Ojfi.  e, 

2id  July , 1807. 

Sir, 

I beg  leave  to  Rate,  for  the  information  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  when  I recommended  the  Lymington  Hofpital, 
which  had  been  conduced  on  the  General  Hofpital  ERablifhment,  to  be  converted 
to  the  regimental  plan,  it  was  my  intention,  if  that  fltould  be  acceded  to,  and 
fhould  fucceed,  to  have  followed  it  up,  by  recommending  a redudlicn  of  Eling  General 
Hofpital ; with  this  view,  I have  lately  vifited  the  two  ERablifhments  of  Eling  and  Lym- 
ington, and  on  finding  the  inconvenience  to  be  very  confiderable  of  having  two  Hofpitals 
for  one  corps,  at  14  miles  diRance  from  each  other,  I examined  the  cafes  of  the  patients  at 
Eling,  which  were  nominally  60  ; but  20  of  thefe  being  for  the  itch,  who  ought  not  to 
have  been  fent  for  cure  to  Eling,  but  might  have  been  [cured  under  canvas  at  Lyming- 
ton ; feeing  alfo  that  many  other  cafes  were  flight,  or  convalefcent,  and  that  a very  frnall 
proportion  of  the  whole  would  require  to  be  long  in  Hofpital,  I confidcr  this  to  be  a pro- 
per time  to  propofe  the  redu£lion  of  Eling  Hofpital,  eRablifhed  for  the  foreign  troops 
in  Britifh  pay.  The  diRance  from  head  quarters,  and  the  confequent  inconvenience 
surd  expence  of  removing  fick  men  14  miles  in  carts  and  waggons,  for  their  cure,  is  not 
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the  only  motive  for  this  propofal ; the  heavy  expence  attending  two  eftablilhments,  and 
the  extreme  unfitnefs  of  the  building  at  Eling,  which  is  no  more  than  an  old  malt-houfe 
fitted  up,  the  ceilings  of  which  are  much  too  low  for  the  recovery  of  men  in  fevers,  or 
complaints  requiring  free  air,  are  additional  and  ftrong  grounds  for  recommending 
this  eftablifliment  to  be  reduced  •,  and,  as  I cannot,  under  exilting  circumftances,  offer 
any  fufficient  reafons  for  erefting  a building  on  purpofe  at  Lymington,  I (hall  beg  leave 
to  propofe,  that  the  Hofpital  at  Lymington  may  remain  for  the  foreign  corps  on  the 
regimental  plan  ; it  will  contain  30;  and,  it  is  prefumed,  may  be  increafed,  on  occafion, 
by  procuring  fome  other  fuch  building. 

For  the  reception  of  all  foreigners,  invalided  from  fervice  abroad,  I fubmit,  whether 
any  place  can  be  fo  appropriate  as  the  Army  Depot,  for  as  thefe  men  are  already  fent 
there  promifcuoufly  with  the  Britifli  on  their  arrival  from  foreign  ftations,  I conceive 
there  can  be  no  objeftion  to  their  remaining  there  until  they  are  cured,  or  are  fit  to  be 
fent  to  the  Head  Quarters  at  Lymington:  Women  and  children,  arriving  with  them  will 
be  taken  care  of  as  are  thofe  of  the  Britifli  line.  If  there  exifts  any  objeftion  on  account 
of  any  particular  foreign  corps,  which  is  under  a different  command,  (as  may  be  the  cafe 
with  the  German  legion,)  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  have  a feparate  eftablifliment  for  fuch 
corps,  either  at  the  Depot,  or«lfewhere,  on  the  regimental  plan. 

The  facility  with  which  the  Depot  Hofpital  at  Maidftone  has  been  carried  on  under 
this  plan,  has  induced  me  to  confider,  that  the  Eftablifliment  at  Lymington  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  fame  fyftem,  as  1 conceive  that  the  number  of  foreign  troops  in  Britifli  pay, 
for  whom  Lymington  is  the  Depot,  does  not  exceed  the  number  of  Britifli  cavalry,  whofe 
Depot  is  at  Maidftone. 

I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  KEATE. 

F.  Moore,  Efq. 

App.  No.  12. 

ExtraB  from  “ Regulations  to  Regimental  Surgeons,  life,  for  the  better  Management  of  the 
Sick  in  Regimental  Hofpitals."  June,  1798.  page  1 6.  “ Subfiftence.” 

“ It  is  an  important  confideration  in  regulating  regimental  hofpitals,  that  fufficient 
funds  fliould  be  eftablilhed  for  the  fupport  of  the  fick,  without  any  additional  charge  to 
Government ; and  at  the  fame  time  that  the  fick  foldier  fliould  be  provided  with  every  rea- 
fonable  comfort  and  indulgence  that  can  be  afforded.  The  fum  of  nine-pence  per  diem 
from  the  pay  of  each  foldier  will,  under  proper  regulations,  and  with  drift  occonomy,  be 
fufficient  for  this  purpofe,  which  fum  is  to  be  retained  by  thePaymafter  of  the  regiment, 
and  applied  according  to  the  direftion  of  the  Surgeon. 

The  fick  are  to  be  furnilhed  with  bread  made  of  the  fined  wheat  flour,  and  frefii  meat, 
perfeftly  good  and  wholefome. 


[Fl] 


That 


APPENDIX,  No.  12.  13. 

That  the  greateft  ceconomy  may  be  ufed  in  laying  out  the  money  for  the  fick,  every 
article  ought  to  be  purchafed  by  the  Surgeon  by  wholefale,  who  it  required  to  keep  a 
book,  in  which  he  is  to  enter  the  mod  minute  article,  whether  fo  purchafed,  or  ef  necef- 
Cty  by  retail ; on  the  oppofite  page  of  which  book  he  is  to  enter  the  amount  of  the  weekly 
confumption  of  each  man  according  to  the  diet-table,  No.  6.  ; and  this  book,  with  the 
diet  table,  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Commanding  Officer  and  Paymalter  every  week,  to  be 
examined  and  figned  by  each;  and  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the 
foldier  and  His  Majefty’s  fervice,  that  every  Commanding  Officer,  and  every  Paymafter 
of  a regiment,  fliould  fuperintend  the  expenditure.’* 


App.  No,  13. 

ExtrcEl  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Toting  to  Mr.  Keate , dated  16,  Lombard freet , (Portfmouth,) 

1~]th  November  1795. 

" I have  much  pleafure  in  faying,  that  I think  the  fervice  will  be  much  benefited  by 
the  a&iye  exertions  you  have  made,  in  fo  readily  fupplying  our  requifuions.” 


App.  No.  13.  A. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  the  Secretary  at  War , dated  March  10,  1795. 

Sir, 

1 beg  leave  to  fubmit  the  inclofed  invoice  lately  received  from  Martinique  to  your 
confideration,  and  to  remark,  that  the  great  variety  and  immoderate  quantities  of  fome 
medicines  which  are  not  held  in  general  eflimation,  yet  are  very  expenfivc,  have  not 
efcaped  the  obfervations  of  the  fen'ror  Phyfician  on  the  fpot,  who  fent  home  the  lift.  In 
regard  to  the  article  of  Muik,  there  is  not  fo  much  in  London  as  the  Medical  Committee 
have  called  for.  I beg  leave  further  to  cbfirve,  that  care  has  been  taken  to  obviate  any 
inconvenience  to  the  fervioe,  arifing  from  the  immediate  want  of  medicines,  by  confut- 
ing with  Mr.  Wilfon,  an  Apothecary  on  the  Staff,  who  is  lately  returned  from  thence,  and 
by  fending  out,  in  confequence,  a certain  quantity  of  what  he  deems  neccflary  articles,  in 
addition  to  the  large  number  of  chefts  of  medicines  now  on  board  and  on  their  paff>ge. 
The  delay  therefore  attending  the  taking  your  commands  on  this  fubjeft  is  not  likely  to 
be  attendedwith  the  leaft  detriment  to  His  Majefty’s  fervice.  I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  KEATE. 


Right  Hon.  W.  Windham. 
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App.  No.  13.  B. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  dated  April  23,  1799. 

Sir, 

I beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  you  for  the  information  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  that  the  very  great  demands  for  medicines  for  the  fervice  during  this 
war  has  occafioned  at  fome  periods  an  overflow,  and  at  others  a tendency  to  fcarcity. 
The  great  difference  between  the  number  of  troops  at  one  period  and  another,  their  being 
more  or  lefs  inured  to  climate,  the  Gcklinefs  of  different  feafons,  the  diftance  of  fituation, 
together  with  the  capture  of  veffels  by  the  enemy,  have  all  contributed  to  the  difficulty  of 
afccrtaining  the  presife  quantity  of  medicine  nccelfary  to  be  fent  out,  as  well  as  the  mod 
proper  time  of  fending  out  fupplies.  But  what  has  unavoidably  inereafed  this  difficulty  iu 
the  Weft  Indies,  where  the  demand  has  been  fo  great,  has  been  the  great  number  of 
changes  made  in  the  Heads  of  the  Medical  Department ; no  lefs  than  five  having  been 
appointed  to  that  fituation,  and  one  adding  ditto,  in  the  courfe  of  five  years. 

When  Mr.  Young  firft  arrived  at  Barbadoes  his  demands  were  very  great,  and  increaf- 
ing  for  a length  of  time ; he  at  laft,  before  he  quitted  the  Weft  Indies,  in  lefs  than  two 
years  complained  of  an  overflow.  His  fucceffor,  Mr.  M'lntyre, inftead  of  finding  more 
than  was  neceflary,  and  except  in  a few  articles  which  have  in  part  been  diftributcd  to 
other  ferviceB,  and  which  owing  to  a great  advance  in  the  price,  have  turned  to  a very 
good  account  to  the  Public,  has  complained  of  a fcarcity ; but  after  infpedding  the  differ- 
ent returns  at  home,  it  is  found  that  he  did  not  advert  to  a large  depot  at  Barbadoes,  nor 
was  he  better  acquainted  than  his  predeceflor  with  the  exadl  ftate  of  the  (lores  in  general, 
»nd  it  cannot  be  expelled  of  the  prefent  infpe£lor  that  he  fhould  be  at  once  equal  to  this 
extenfive  and  important  concern  ; nor  can  he  be  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  other 
fcrvices  fo  as  to  fupply  them  with  the  overplus  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

1 beg  leave  ther-foTe  to  fugged  for  the  confideration  of  His  Royal  Highnefs,  whether 
it  will  not  be  to  the  advantage  of  this  part  of  the  fervice,  and  a great  faying  to  the  Public, 
were  a peifon,  well  verfed  in  the  knowledge  ot  medicine,  and  with  the  demands  and  fup- 
plies fent  out  to  all  the  fcrvices,  to  be  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Leeward  lflunds  to  exa- 
mine the  (lores,  make  his  own  returns  and  report  at  home  upon  their  Hate,  and  leaving  a 
fupply  for  one  year,  to  diftribute  the  remainder  to  other  fervices. 

And  as  there  is  a very  confiderable  quantity  of  medicine  in  Jamaica,  (the  whole  of  the 
hofpital  (lores,  after  the  evacuation  of  St.  Domingo,  having  arrived  there,)  and  the  Garri- 
fon  Surgeon,  inftead  of  fending  home  a lift  of  the  medicines,  and  return,  fpeaking  gene- 
rally of  a vcTy  enormous  quantity,  l (hould  beg  leave  to  advife,  that  after  arranging  the 
medicines  in  the  Leeward  1 Hands,  and  leaving  them  in  charge  of  a very  rcfponfible  Apo- 
thecary 
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thecary  upon  the  Staff,  ir.ftead  of  a Hofpital  Mate,  as  they  are  at  prefent,  that  he  fhould 
proceed  to  Jamaica,  and  there  in  a fimilar  manner  making  his  reports  here,  arrange  the 
depot  of  that  ifland,  fo  that  one  year’s  fupply  of  every  article  fliall  be  left,  and  the  over- 
plus, if  any,  feat  to  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  Newfoundland,  See.  And  if  fo  difpofed  of,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  there  will  be  found  fufficient  to  fupply  the  different  garrifons  in  North 
America  for  the  enfuing  year. 

Should  His  Royal  Highnefs  be  pleafed  to  approve  of  the  above  meafure,  I beg  leave  to 
recommend  that  Mr.  Wood,  Apothecary  to  the  Staff,  from  St.  Domingo,  who  has  ren- 
dered effential  fervice  to  the  Public  both  at  that  ifland  and  fince  his  return,  particularly  in 
arranging  and  ufing  up  fuperfluous  medical  {lores  at  home,  and  in  examining  into  thofe 
of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  and  Jamaica,  fhould  be  fent  out  with  the  neceflary  powers  to  aft 
as  he  may  liqd  expedient,  in  making  the  proper  diftributions,  and  to  propofeany  improve- 
ment he  may  think  of  advantage  to  that  branch  of  the  fervice,  and  to  make  his  reports  to 
the  Surgeon  General  for  the  information  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Secretary  at 
War.  I have  the  honour,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  KEATE. 
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Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Mr.  Wood , Apothecary  to  the  Forces , dated  Army  Me- 
dical Board  Office,  June  15,  1799. 

Sir, 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commender  in  Chief  having  been  pleafed  to  approve  of  your 
going  to  the  Weft  Indies,  to  examine  the  medicines  and  purveyor’s  (lores,  and  diftribute 
them  as  the  fervice  may  require,  1 am  to  requeft  you  will  acquire  a knowledge  of  the  ave- 
rage confumption  of  medical  and  Purveyor’s  (lores  of  every  kind  in  the  feveral  ftations  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  remarking  on  any  articles  that  can  be  confidered  as  fuperfluous,  and 
what  part  of  them  can  be  (urnifhed  from  the  Quarter  Mafter  General,  or  Commiffary, 
fo  as  to  obviate  the  neceflity  of  increafing  the  expence  for  articles  that  may  be  had  on 
the  fpot. 

You  will  enquire  into  any  expence  attending  ftorehoufes,  or  fervants  attending  them,  and 
into  the  care  of  (lores  ; and  point  out  any  thing  improper  in  the  management  thereof. 

As  it  appears  from  the  returns,  that  many  of  the  Iflands  are  in  want  of  various  (lores, 
you  are  to  caufe  thefe  to  be  furniflied  from  Barbadoes,  or  any  other  ifland  having  a fur- 
plus  ; and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  fenior  Medical  Officer  in  the  Weft  Indies,  avoid 
fending  home  for  more,  until  an  arrangement  is  made  of  what  is  already  in  the  country. 

As  fome  returns  mention  having  damaged  medicines,  bedding,  cloathing,  See.  you 
will  examine  how  far  this  is  well  founded,  have  them  furveyed,  and  follow  the  ufual 

practice 
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practice  in  fuch  cafes,  for  a Board  to  examine,  report,  and  difpofe  of  them,  as  the  fervice 
may  require,  and  with  the  Military  Officer’s  permiffion  deftroy  the  infe&ed. 

Canada,  Halifax,  New  Brunfwick,  &c.  b-ing  in  want  of  (tores,  may  be  conveniently 
fupplied  from  the  Iflands,  fltould  there  be  found  more  than  they  demand. 

You  are  to  remark  on  the  caufe  of  fuch  frequent  complaints  of  breakage  on  the  voy- 
age, to  fugged  any  improvement,  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  indruments,  and 
point  out  any  faving  to  be  made  in  the  branches  of  the  Hofpital  Service,  you  are  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into.— You  are  to  correfpond  with  me  upon  all  points  contained  in 
this  letter,  for  the  information  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of 
the  Secretary  at  War. 

I am,  &c. 

W.  Wood,  Efq.  (Signed)  T.  KEATE. 


App.  No.  A.  13.  D. 

Copy  of  a Letter  ft  Mr.  Keate  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  IV ar,  dated  April  29,  1801. 

I 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  fome  fuggedions  for  edablifhing  a proper  controul 
over  the  fupply  and  expenditure  of  hofpital  dores  and  medicines,  and  beg  to  obferve, 
that  this  objeft  embraces  feveral  duties  of  great  importance  to  the  fervice ; for  it  not 
only  infures  that  the  dores  and  medicines  are  fent  from  London  in  the  exaft  proportions 
which  have  been  ordered  by  me,  but  it  may  be  alfo  extended  to  a nice  examination  of  the 
quality  of  thofe  articles,  to  their  more  expeditious  conveyance,  and  to  a judicious  and 
ceconomical  expenditure  at  the  places  to  which  they  are  configned.  It  therefore  is  diffi- 
cult to  afcertain  the  extent  of  the  faving,  or  the  utility  which  may  arife  out  of  a well 
regulated  fydem  of  this  nature;  but  to  give  it  the  fulled  effeft,  the  plan  ought  fird  to 
be  well  digeded,  and  afterwards  to  be  rigidly  enforced  by  fuch  orders,  and  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  are  indifpenfable  for  its  due  obfervance. 

The  following  regulations  are  fubmitted  for  confideration. 

id,  All  orders  and  invoices  for  hofpital  dores  and  medicines,  having  been  previoufly 
figned  by  me,  to  be  entered  into  a book  before  they  are  fent  to  Mr.  Trotter  and  the 
Apothecary  General  for  execution,  including  fuch  orders  as  may  be  given  by  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  as  well  as  thofe  for  regimental  fervice.  Copies  of  which,  it  is  recommended, 
may  be  tranfmitted  to  me  for  that  purpofe. 

2d,  The  Apothecary  General  to  be  dire&ed  to  tranfmit  to  me,  a duplicate  of  the 
invoices  which  he  intends  (hall  accompany  the  medicines  to  their  places  of  dedination, 
dating  the  periods,  and  the  veflels  in  which  they  have  been  (hipped. 


3d,  Such 
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3d,  Such  invoices  to  be  compared  with  the  original  orders,  as  entered  into  my  book, 
and  if  found  correft,  to  be  forwarded  by  me  to  the  hofpital  officer  to  whom  the  floret 
and  medicines  are  configned. 

4th,  A Medical  Board  to  be  appointed  by  each  of  the  fenior  hofpital  officer*  on  fo- 
reign (lations  to  examine  the  (late  of  the  (lores  and  medicines  upon  their  arrival,  and 
to  report  to  him  their  quality  and  whether  they  correfpond  in  articles  and  proportion* 
with  the  invoices,  the  fenior  hofpital  officer  tranfmitting  a copy  of  fuch  report  to  me,  with 
his  remarks  thereon,  who  will  dire£l  any  omiffions,  defedls,  or  flatements  to  be  entered 
into  his  book  of  orders. 

5th,  The  bills  of  the  Apothecary  General  for  articles  delivered  to  be  compared  with 
my  book  of  orders,  and  to  be  approved  by  me  before  they  are  fent  to  the  Secretary  at  War 
for  payment. 

Thus  the  bills  of  the  Apothecary  General  would  be  effe&ually  controlled,  the  perfons 
concerned  in  the  duty  would  be  excited  to  be  vigilant,  and  the  army  would  be  fupplied 
with  articles  of  the  bed  quality.  But  thefe  fuggeflions  are  only  calculated  for  fuch  (lores 
and  medicines  as  are  forwarded  dire£t  from  London  to  the  places  from  whence  the  requi- 
fitions  have  been  transmitted.  At  the  depots  upon  the  coafl  fomething  different  feems 
rrquifite,  fince  it  is  at  thefe  depots  where  the  controul  cannot  be  fo  eafily  effected.  When 
(lores  and  medicines  are  received  from  London  for  future  ferviccs,  a particular  and  nice 
examination  feems  totally  impradlicable,  unlefs  the  flores  are  packed  on  the  fpot, 
for  to  unpack  and  repack  them  would  require  more  time  than  the  fervice  would  allow, 
and  more  rifk  would  be  incurred  in  bad  repackage,  and  confcquently  in  breakages,  than 
any  faving  could  be  made  by  a fuppofed  deletion  of  fraud  or  error  : all  that  can  be  done 
may  be  comprifed  in  regulations  No.  1,  a,  3,  as  above,  and  in  the  following, 

1 ft,  Each  depot  to  be  placed  under  the  immediate  charge  of  a very  aftive  medical  ftore- 
keeper  whofc  whole  duty  is  to  be  confined  to  the  flores,  but  to  be  fubjefl  to  the  controul 
of  the  fenior  hofpital  officer  on  the  fpot,  and  merely  to  be  the  efficient  perfon  to  keep  in 
charge  and  to  deliver  the  flores  when  ordered. 

ad,  The  Storekeeper  to  correfpond  regularly  with  the  perfon  whom  I may  appoint  to  fu- 
perintend  the  whole  of  the  depots,  fending  him  frequently  returns  of  fuch  accommodation 
as  are  effential  to  forward  the  fervice. 

3d,  A Medical  Board  to  be  appointed  to  examine  in  a general  way  the  flate  of  the  (tore* 
upon  their  arrival  at  the  depots,  to  call  monthly,  or  oftener  if  neeeffary,  upon  the  ftore- 
keeperto  produce  his  book  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  to  examine  the  (late  in  which 
he  has  arranged  the  flores*,  in  fhort,  to  be  an  efficient  check  upon  the  condu&  of  the  (lore- 
keeper,  or  the  fenior  hofpital  officer,  reporting  from  time  to  time  to  me  the  proceedings 
of  tht  Board. 

It  is  well  known  that  much  inconvenience  has  occurred  to  the  feTvice  from  the  tardi- 
nefs  with  which  hofpital  (lores  have  been  forwarded  from  London,  and  which  it  has 
been  totally  out  of  my  power  to  obviate.  This  branch  of  duty  has  been  folely  inverted 
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in  the  Tranfport  Office,  as  they  could  not  be  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  hofpital  wants, 
they  too  frequently  have  podponed  forwarding  the  (lores  at  the  time  when  they  were  re- 
quired, while  two  or  three  feparate  fupplies  have  been  (hipped  on  board  the  fame  veflel, 
and  thus  the  whole  embarked  under  one  rifle.  To  remedy  this  evil,  it  is  expedient,  that 
I ffiould  be  empowered  to  dire£l  Mr.  Trotter  to  (hip  the  (lores  and  medicines  in  private 
veflels,  or  packets,  without  the  interference  of  the  Tranfport  Office,  and  by  dividing  the 
articles  infmall  proportions,  fecure  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  fupplies  within  a given  pe- 
riod ; thefe  inflances  only  excepted,  where  the  fupply  from  its  magnitude,  would  for  the 
fake  of  ceconomy  require  tranfports  for  its  conveyance. 

In  the  expenditure  of  Hofpital  Stores  and  Medicines,  much  mud  depend  on  the  Officer 
at  the  head  of  the  Hofpital.  but  as  a certain  controul  over  the  Purveyor  and  Apothecary, 
and  as  an  inducement  for  the  fenior  hofpital  officer  to  attend  to  his  duty,  a monthly  Medi- 
cal Board,  to  be  appointed  to  examine  the  Stores  and  Medicines,  and  particularly  Pur- 
veyors and  Apothecaries  returns  of  receipts  and  expenditure;  for  the  latter  of  which,  as  the 
gentlemen  forming  the  Board,  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  fick,  they  mud  be  more 
competent  judges  than  any  perfon  at  Head  Quarters  poffibly  can  be.  Thefe  Returns,  af- 
ter having  been  figned  by  the  Members  of  the  Board,  and  appointed  by  the  fenior  Hofpital 
Officer  to  be  tranfmitted  monthly  to  me,  with  a datement  of  fuch  articles  as  may  be 
required  to  fupply  deficiencies,  and  with  fuch  remarks  as  the  Board  and  Senior  Hofpital 
Officers  may  think  neceflary  : printed  blank  returns  to  be  fupplied  by  the  Hofpital  for  this 
purpofe.  In  all  Hofpital  expenditures,  whether  of  dores  or  money,  a Medical  Board 
thus  appointed  and  inveded  with  the  above  powers,  would  be  the  mod  effectual  controul 
over  the  Purveyor’s  condu£l. 

I aim,  &c. 

Matthew  Lewis,  Efq.  &c.  &:c.  &c.  (Signed)  T.  KEATE, 


App.  No.  13.'  E. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Army  Medical  Board  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  Hrar,  dated  King- 

freety  April  26,  1 799, 

Sir, 

- , * 

The  Phyfician  General,  Surgeon  General,  and  Infpe£lor  of  Regimental  Hofpitals, 
having  been  informed,  that  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  Mr.  Young,  late  Infpedlor  of 
Hofpitals  in  the  Leeward  Iflands,  had  mentioned,  that  Mr.  Keate,  late  Infpe£lor  of  Re- 
gimental Hofpitals,  might  be  included  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  were  benefited  by  the 
quantity  of  Medicines  and  Purveyors  Stores,  fent  out  to  the  Well  Indies,  Mr.  Young 
was,  in  confequence,  direcled  to  attend  at  the  office  in  King-dreet,  and  after  having  been 
deliberately  and  didin£lly  quedioned,  whether  he  had  ever  made  ufe  of  words  to  that 
etTe£l,  he  pofitive^y  denied  ever  having  made  ufe  of  words  tending  to  that  efFe$ ; and  in 

l G ] the 


APPENDIX,  No.  14. 


the  prefence  of  the  Fhyfician  General,  Surgeon  General,  and  Infpe£lor  of  Regimental 
Hofpitals  * and  alfo  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Clarke,  a£ling  Apothecary  General,  and  Mr. 
Wood  Apothecary  to  the  Forces,  difclaimed,  in  the  mod  full  and  fatisfadlory  manner, 
that  he  either  fuppofed  that  Mr.  Keate  had  the  lead  intereft  or  gratuity  from  the  above 
mentioned  Medicines  and  Stores,  nor  did  he  ever  fay,  or  hint,  at  his  ever  having  had 
any. 

(Signed)  L.  PEPYS. 

T.  KEATE. 

M,  Lewis,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  J*  RUSH. 


App.  No.  14. 

Copy  of  a Letter from  Deputy  InfpeBor  Somerville  to  Mr.  Keate , dated  Jedburgh,  id  May  1 808. 
Sir, 

I am  not  a little  furprifed  to  find  my  name  brought  forward  by  any  one  but  myfelf. 
After  my  arrival  in  England,  I conceived  it  to  be  my  duty,  in  laying  before  you  the 
Reports  made  to  me  by  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  examine  the  Rate  and  condition 
of  the  Hofpital  Stores,  to  add  a fpecific  Report,  wherein  I took  the  liberty  of  fuggefling 
fuch  improvements  in  the  purchafe  of  (lores  as  to  me  feemed  beneficial.  I had  brought 
a cafe  of  pocket  inftruments  to  enable  me  to  prove  the  ftatement  contained  in  my  Report, 
when  called  upon.  This  cafe  was  iffued  to  me,  by  my  order.  I do  not  recolledi  any 
communication  with  Dr.  Borland  on  the  fubjedl ; and  I requeft  that  I may  abide  by  my 
own  Report. 

I am,  Sir,  &c. 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq.  Surgeon-General,  &e.  &c.  Wm.  SOMERVILLE. 


App.  No.  14.  A. 

Extra!!  of  the  Report  of  a Board  of  Survey  on  Medicines , Inftruments , and  Stores , addreffed  to 
Deputy  InfpeBor  Somerville,  dated  Malta,  6th  September , 1 805. 

" It  appears  that  the  Hofpital  Stores‘of  every  Defcription  have  fullered  damage  from 
<l  having  been  put  into  troop  (hips,  and  (lowed  away  in  the  main  hold,  expofed  to  the 
“ water  ufed  in  waftiing  between  decks,  and  frequently  (hifted  about  to  get  at  the  water 
*l  calks.  This  appears  particularly  to  have  been  the  cafe  on  board  the  William  tranf- 
“ port,  where  the  (lores  have  received  the  greateft  damage,  and  where  it  became  ne- 
“ ceflary  to  remove  part  of  them  every  time  water  was  wanted. 
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“ It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  in  raoft  of  the  (hips  the  troops  have  accefs  to  the  main 
ho:d.  In  the  Tartar,  Julius  Cxfar,  and  fome  other  tranfports,  where  the  apothe- 
“ cary’s  ftores  were  kept  in  the  after-hold,  they  were  found  dry,  and  in  good  condition" 
“ The  fmall  fets  of  Inflruments  in  all  the  divifions  have  been  damaged  more  or  lefs,  ac- 
“ cording  to  the  general  Hate  of  the  Stores  in  each  (hip.  We  have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  add 
“ however,  that  the  capital  inflruments  are  in  good  condition,  one  portable  fet  excepted.” 


App.  No.  14.  B. 

ExtraB  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Somerville  to  Mr.  Keate,  dated  London,  20  ih  June,  1 8c6. 

“ In  addition  to  the  Report  of  the  gentlemen  who  made  the  furvey,  I have  to  ob- 
“ ferve,  that  the  damage  refulting  from  the  ftowage  of  medical  {lores,  as  at  prefent 
“ condudled,  is  rather  an  evil  arifing  from  the  nature  of  the  fervice  of  a tranfport,  than 
“ a negledl  to  be  remedied,  fince  the  conveyance  of  troops  is  the  chief  objeft  of  fuch 
“ veffels ; and  where  troops  are  embarked,  conflant  accefs  to  water  mufl.  be  permitted, 
**  which  will  always  produce  fome  damage  to  the  flores. 

“ From  the  circumflanccs  Hated,  I (hould  think  a cutler  as  necessary  an  appendage  to 
“ the  hofpital  of  a large  army,  as  an  armourer  is  to  a regiment ; and  a perfon  fo  em- 
“ ployed  might  alfo  be  ufeful  in  packing  ; fince,  from  want  of  experience  in  that, 
<*  great  difficulties  occur.” 


App.  No.  15. 

Bloonfbury  Square,  July  24,  1804. 

Gentlemen, 

I am  favoured  with  your  obfervations  upon  the  bills  of  the  Apothecary  General,  at 
prefent  under  your  examination  ; and  in  reply  to  your  firfl  general  queftion,  I have  the 
honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  caufe  of  the  charges  being  higher  upon  many  articles  in 
the  bill  of  the  year  1803,  than  in  that  of  1802,  arifes  in  fome  inflances,  from  the  fluctua- 
tions of  markets,  owing  to  the  renewal  of  the  war  : but  far  the  greater  part  fo  advanced, 
confifl  of  compounds,  which  are  governed  by  the  price  of  redlified  fpirit,  and  which,  laft 
year,  received  an  advance  of  duty  of  50  per  cent,  by  the  legillature.  The  article  of 
Peruvian  bark  claims  particular  notice.  It  has  been  a cudom  with  me,  to  examine  the 
charges  made  by  the  Apothecaries’  Company  for  medicines  furnifhed  to  the  navy,  and 
from  that  examination  to  form  the  bafis  of  the  charges  to  the  army.  But  their  price 
for  Peruvian  bark  in  the  laft  year,  at  the  period  when  almolt  the  whole  iffue  for  the  army 
was  made,  would  not  admit  of  my  adherence  to  it  in  this  inftance,  without  manifefl  in- 
juflice  to  Mr.  Gamier.  This  difference  I mud  attribute  to  the  great  fupply  for  the  army 
having  taken  place,  at  a different  period  to  that  in  which  the  Apothecaries’  Company  had 

[G  J]  made 


APPENDIX,  No.  15. 


made  their  purchafes,  and  which  alone  governs  them  in  their  charges,  without  regard  to 
the  flu£luation  of  the  market.  To  afcertain  for  your  fatisfaclion,  the  real  bona  fide  value 
of  fine  quill  bark,  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  apply  to  two  houfes  of  the  fird  eminence, 
the  one  as  drug  merchants,  the  other  as  wholefale  druggifts,  whofe  letters  I have  now 
the  honour  to  inclofe  you.  Taking  the  medium  price  of  13s.  per  lb.  and  adding  2s.  for 
the  expence  of  powdering  and  for  wade,  it  leaves  a bonus  of  2s.  pd.  for  intereft  and 
profit. 

In  Hating  this,  I wiffi  to  be  moll  clearly  underltood,  that  I am  not  reding  the  defence 
of  the  charge  upon  having  made  the  purchafe  at  an  high  price,  but  that  it  was  the  real 
value  of  the  article  at  the  time  it  was  iffued.  Had  it  fallen  in  price,  I {hould  have  deemed 
it  fair  to  have  abided  the  confequence,  having  no  right  to  fpeculate  for  the  Public  : though 
I mud  here  obferve,  if  it  were  not  for  extreme  caution  in  keeping  a proper  fupply,  I 
{hould  frequently  be  compelled  to  pay  an  enormous  price  by  going  into  the  market,  as 
a fudden  and  confiderablc  purchafer. 

The  next  article  of  your  obfervation  is  new  linen ; for  this  the  ready-money  price  is 
admitted  to  be  iqd.  per  yard.  The  calculation  of  intered  is  l-jd.  to  2d.  per  yard.  The 
profit  therefore  is  2d.  per  yard,  or  id.  per  yard  per  annum. 

The  prices  charged  for  eighteen-tailed  bandages  and  for  linen  rollers,  are  the  fame  as 
have  been  made  and  admitted  for  feveral  years  pad.  For  the  fird  of  thefe  articles,  on 
inquiry  of  the  indrument  makers,  who  are  the  only  perfons  I have  known  to  fell  them, 
I underftand  the  charge  is  from  4s.  to  4s.  6d.  each.  The  price  charged  to  the  army  is 
3s.  6d. 

The  linen  rollers  were  for  many  years  purchafed  of  a perfon  of  the  name  of  Dickinfon, 
and  for  which  we  paid  is.  1 id.  each.  I have  before  dated  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  in  every 
branch  of  trade,  the  profit  upon  different  articles  varies  materially  ; fo  it  will  be  found  in 
the  accounts  of  the  Apothecary  General.  A great  variety  of  articles  are  there  charged  at  a 
price,  fcarcely  paying  for  intered  of  money,  upon  others  therefore  the  profit  mud  be 
increafed  ; and  it  has  been  my  uniform  endeavour  to  affix  it  in  fuch  a manner  as  will 
admit  of  invedigation.  You  are  in  poffeffion  of  the  length  of  credit  taken  by  government 
upon  the  Apothecary  General’s  biHs,  and  which  you  are  fanttioned  by  tl*e  Treafury  in 
admitting  to  weigh  with  you  in  the  examination  of  his  accounts.  And  I do  verily  believe, 
were  he  to  purchafe  the  whole  of  his  at  tides  upon  the  term  of  credit  they  take,  there 
would  be  a lofs  to  him  upon  the  prices  charged,  indead  of  a profit.  I have  now,  gen- 
tlemen, only  to  hope,  that,  upon  your  duly  confidering  every  circumdance  under  which 
lie  fupplies  the  army,  you  will  be  as  fatisfied  with  the  explanation  I have  given,  as 
I am  that  your  whole  condudl  will  be  governed  by  equity  to  the  Public,  and  candour 
and  liberality  towards  Mr.  Garnier. 

I am  truly,  Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

, J.  CALVERT  CLARKE. 
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App.  No.  16. 

Ctpy  of  a Letter  from  Everard  Home  Efq.  to  Mr.  Keote,  dated  Sackville  Street , May  29, 

1808. 


Dear  Sir, 

I consider  Stodart  as  one  of  our  beft  inftrument  makers,  and  on  comparing  hi» 
fcalpels  with  thofe  of  the  other  inftrument  makers,  find  that  they  have  a better  edge,  for 
which  reafon,  for  feveral  years  paft,  I have  always  employed  him  both  to  make  and  fet 
fcalpels  for  me. 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  Gncerely, 

(Signed)  EVERARD  HOME. 

T.  Keate,  Efquire. 


App.  No.  16.  A. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  William  Lynn  Efq.  to  Mr.  Keate , dated  May  28,  Great  George  Street , 

Weflminjler. 


Dear  Sir, 

I have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  ufe  of  mpft  of  the  inftrument  makers’  inftruments 
in  London,  and  I have  both  Savigny’s  and  Evans’s  by  me  at  this  time  ; but  for  Lome  years 
I have  made  ufe  0/  none  but  Stodart’s,  as  I find  ^hem  fuperior  to  any  others. 

I have  often  operated  upon  indurated  parts,  at  the  hofpital  for  a confiderable  time,  with 
one  of  Stodart’s  fcalpels,  without  having  occafion  to  change,  which  I never  could  do  with 
any  other  maker’s. 

I am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  LYNN. 

T.  Keate  Efquire. 
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Inftruments. 

Apothecary 

General’6 

Prices. 

Savigny’s 
Pi  ices. 

£• 

d. 

c- 

s. 

d. 

Improved  Trephine 

1 

1 

— 

I 

I 

— 

Elaftic  Cathetar 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

3 Silver  Cathetars,  different  fizes 

1 

»3 

— 

{ 

16 

— 

12  Crooked  Needles,  in  a cafe 

— 

9 

— 

— 

18 

— 

12  Scalpels,  in  a cafe 

2 

2 

— 

2 

10 

— 

A Cupping  Scarificator,  in  cafe 

2 

7 

— 

2 

5 

— 

Screw  Tourniquet 

— 

12 

6 

— 

12 

— 

1 8 

r3 

6 

9 

1 

— 

App.  No.  16.  C. 

Extradt  from  ct  Obfervations,”  applying  to  fuch  parts  of  the  Fifth  Report  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Military  Enquiry,  as  relate  to  the  Patent  Office  of  Apothecary  General 
to  the  Army,  by  John  Calvert  Clarke.  Pages  22,  23,  24,  25,  2 6. 

“ It  is  incumbent  on  Mr.  Gamier  to  (hew,  that  in  his  letter  of  March  1797,  he  was 
corredt  in  the  reprefentation  he  at  that  time  made  to  the  Treafury.  Subfequent  circum- 
flances  cannot  implicate  him  in  the  charge  of  mifreprefentation,  and  he  trufts  he  (hall 
mod  clearly  prove,  that  he  did  not  affume  the  point  in  queftion,  but  that  he  argued  from 
the  only  datum  which  could  juftify  him  in  any  flatement  to  the  Treafury  ; namely,  the 
price  really  charged  by  Mr.  Evans,  upon  an  annual  credit  in  1795,  with  the  value  of  the 
additions  made  in  1796  and  1797.  In  1795,  Mr.  Evans  fupplied  the  Apothecary  General 
with  capital  inftruments,  for  which  he  charged  him  17I.  14s.  thefe  were  charged  to  thePub- 
licat  19!.  6s.  at  the  fame  time,  and  for  the  fame  fet  of  inftruments  made  by  Mr.  Stodart, 
the  Public  was  charged  only  16I.  In  1796  when  Mr.  Gunning  was  Surgeon  General, 
additions  were  made  to  each  fet  of  capitals,  for  which  Mr.  Stodart  charged  one  guinea  ; 
the  fame  fum  was  added  by  Mr.  Gamier,  making  the  charge  for  each  fet  1 7 1.  is.  In 
1797,  the  canula  of  the  trocars  was  changed,  for  which  Mr.  Stodart  charged  fourteen 
(hillings:  the  fame  amount  was  added  by  the  Apothecary  General,  making  the  total 
j 7I.  15s.  and  not  17I.  17s.  as  flated  through  miftake  by  Mr.  Gamier.  It  was  at  this 
period,  the  letter  mentioned  by  the  Commiftioners  was  written  •,  at  which  time  the  only 
two  inftrument  makers  known  to  the  Apothecary  General’s  department  as  capable  of 

giving 
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giving  annual  credit  were,  Mr.  Savigny  and  Mr.  Evans.  The  prices  of  the  firft  were 
fo  materially  higher  than  thofe  of  the  latter,  that  it  was  deemed  fair  to  the  Public  to 
make  the  comparifon  only  between  Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  Stodart,  and  not  with  Mr. 
Savigny. 

The  price  charged  by  Mr.  Evans. 

in  1795  was  £.  17  14  o 
For  additions  - in  1796  1 1 o 

Alterations  - in  1797  o 14  o 

Total  £.  19  9 o 

No  application  was  made  to  Mr.  Evans  for  his  value  of  the  additional  articles,  and  they 
were  put  at  the  prices  charged  by  Mr.  Stodart;  it  being  confidered,  that  as  Mr.  Evans’s 
prices  were  higher  for  other  inftruments  they  would  not  be  lower  for  thefe.  Since  the 
year  1795,  not  an  individual  inftrument  has  been  purchafed  by  the  Apothecary  General 
from  Mr.  Evans.  At  that  time  it  was  recommended  by  the  late  Surgeon  General,  to 
procure  from  Mr.  Stodart  whatever  inftruments  he  could  furnifti;  and  as  the  refponfibility 
for  the  quality  of  them  refts  with  the  Surgeon  General,  and  who  mull  be  allowed  to  be 
the  beft  judge,  it  has  been  the  conftant  cuftom  of  the  Apothecary  General’s  office  to 
procure  them  from  the  maker  mod  approved  by  the  Surgeon  General.  Mr.  Stodart 
was  approved  of  both  by  the  late  and  by  the  prefent  Surgeon  General,  as  the  fitted  per- 
fon  to  fuppiy  them  ; and  he  has  therefore  furniffied  fince  179&,  almoft  exclufively,  the 
whole  of  the  inftruments  for  the  army. 

In  1798,  the  fet  of  inftruments  conftituting  capitals,  was  newly  arranged  by  the  prefent 
Surgeon  General ; and  it  was  at  this  period  portable  fcts  of  capitals  were  firft  adopted. 
For  the  capitals  Mr.  Stodart  charged  1 61.  16s.  and  for  the  portable  fets  ul.  os.  6d. 
From  that  time  until  1803,  no  alteration  took  place,  when  the  prices  of  Mr.  Stodart  were 
17I.  13s.  6d.  and  ill.  t2s.  at  which  they  now  remain. 

In  order  to  prove  molt  fatisfadlorily  to  the  Public,  the  advance  put  by  the  Apothecary 
General  upon  the  maker's  price  on  this  branch  of  expenditure,  a correct  ftatement,  both 
of  the  coft,  and  of  the  charge  upon  the  Inftruments,  is  fubjoined,  from  the  year  1795 
to  the  prefent  time;  which  is  confirmed  by  a certificate  from  Mr.  Stodart.  The  value 
of  the  cafe  is  always  included  in  the  price  of  each  fet. 


Year 
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Year  of  Supply. 

Stodart’s  Price 
to  the  Apothe- 
cary General. 

Charge  to  the 
Public. 

Amount  of  Ad- 
vance by  the  Apo- 
thecaiy  General. 

1795,  Capitals 

£ M 

0 0 

£ 16 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1796,  Ditto 

•5 

1 0 

17 

1 

O 

2 

0 

0 

1797,  Ditto 

1 5 

15  0 

17 

•5 

O 

2 

0 

0 

1798,  Ditto 

1 6 

1(5  0 

18 

18 

O 

2 

2 

0 

1803,  Ditto 

1 7 

13  6 

1 9 

19 

O 

2 

5 

6 

1798,  Portable 

11 

0 • 6 

1 2 

12 

O 

1 

1 1 

6 

1803,  Ditto 

1 1 

12  0 

13 

S 

O 

1 

13 

0 

1795,  Tourniquets  - 

0 

10  6 

0 

12 

O 

0 

I 

6 

1803,  Ditto 

O 

t 1 0 

0 

I 2 

6 

0 

I 

6 ! 

From  this  account  it  is  {hewn,  that  the  rate  of  advance  put  upon  the  maker’s  price  ha  ■ 
varied  very  little,  and  it  now  {lands  : 


Costs. 

Charge. 

Advance. 

Capitals 

n 

J3 

6 

39 

19 

0 

256 

Portable 

- 

1 r 

1 2 

0 

13 

5 

0 

1 13  0 

Tourniquets 

- 

0 

1 1 

0 

0 

12 

6 

016 

- 

29 

16 

6 

33 

16 

6 

0 

0 

This  gives  a profit  of  4I.  on  29I.  16s.  6d.  or  lefs  than  13 § per  cent,  upon  the  credit  taken 
by  Government,  which  extends  from  eighteen  months  to  two  years  and  upwards.  It  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Gamier  agreed  with  Mr.  Stodart  to  advance  him  ready  money, 
by  which  alone  he  was  enabled  to  manufacture  the  inftruments  : for  this  advance  he  fti- 
pulated,  that  Mr.  Stodart  fliould  allow  him  a difcount,  and  without  which  he  could  not 
have  charged  the  inftruments  at  the  prices  he  has  done. 

Had  Mr.  Evans  been  fixed  upon  by  the  Surgeon  General  to  fupply  the  inftruments, 
the  Apothecary  General  would  have  felt  it  to  have  been  his  duty  to  have  procured  them 
from  him  : but  even  then,  he  could  not  have  alTumed  fo  far  as  to  put  the  queftion  to 
him  or  to  any  other  manufacturer,  which  was  put  by  the  CommifiioneTs  to  Mr.  Evans; 
which  queftion  can  alone  apply  to  a pre-contraCt.  Can  any  executive  department  know 
the  demands  for  the  army  for  ten  years  to  come  ? Would  the  Apothecary  General  have 
been  juftified  in  entering  into  fuch  engagement  ? — or  would  Government  have  fanCtioned 
him. in  it. 

The  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Evans  flates,  that  fince  1802, 'his  price  has  been  16I.  j 6>. 
for  the  fet  of  Capitals.— Since  the  publication  of  the  Report,  this  gentleman  has  been  re- 
ferred to,  when  he  admitted,  that  the  price  charged  to  the  Apothecary  General  in  1795 
was  x 7I.  14s.  and  that  he  had  not  fupplied  him  with  any  inftruments  fince  that  year; 

and 


% 


APPENDIX,  No.  1 6.  D. 


and  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  alterations  in  the  fet  called  Capitals,  until  he  faw  tho 
lilt  in  the  printed  regulations  of  1803.  Upon  this  lift  he  made  an  eftimate,  and  from 
that  time  his  price  has  been  as  ftatcd,  by  which  it  appears,  his  charge  is  now  below 
that  of  Mr.  Stodart. 

The  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Evans  refpe£ling  Tourniquets,  is  inaccurately  dated  in 
the  Report  ; upon  reference  to  the  Appendix,  No.  66,  it  appears  to  have  been,  that  “ he 
“ fupplied  the  Navy  with  fcrew  Tourniquets,  upon  an  underftood  contradf,  at  eight 
“ (hillings  each — the  ufual  price  of  which  is  ten  (hillings  and  fix- pence  and  which 
price  is  always  charged  by  Mr.  Evans  to  the  Navy,  except  when  fupplied  in  quantity. 
This  is  an  article  much  more  in  ufe  in  the  Navy  than  in  the  Army.  One  Screw  Tourni- 
quet is  the  allowance  to  a divifion  for  500  men. 

Of  the  variation  in  the  quality  of  inftruments  between  the  different  makers,  the  Apo- 
thecary General  does  not  prefume  to  judge:  but  in  all  branches  of  cutlery,  it  is  under- 
ftood to  be  very  great;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  Mr.  Stodart,  to  fay,  that  his  inftruments 
have  always  been  fpoken  of  in  high  terms  of  commendation.  The  point  of  quality  mud 
be  left  to  the  opinion  of  the  Surgeon  General,  and  of  other  profeflional  gentlemen  com- 
petent to  decide  : but  it  will  ftill  be  the  duty  of  the  Apothecary  General  to  employ  that 
maker  mod  approved  by  the  Surgeon  General. 

The  price  of  1803  cannot  affeft  the  ftatement  of  1797;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
thefe  explanations  will  fatisfa&orily  prove,  that  Mr.  Gamier  did  not  give  a mifrepre- 
fentation  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  in  1797  ; alfo,  that  the  profit  charged  by  him,  on 
the  inftruments  he  has  fupplied,  correfponds  with  the  certificate  figned  by  the  Surgeon 
General,  “ that  it  is  fair  and  reafonable.” 


App.  No.  16.  D. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  the  Apothecary  General , dated  December  1798. 

Sir, 

Your  bills,  which  have  been  under  the  examination  of  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  and  myfelf, 
are  now  ready  to  be  figned,  were  it  not  for  a circumftance  attending  the  fupply  of  the 
inftruments,  which  it  is  neceffary  to  have  previoufly  fettled. 

In  the  Report  made  by  the  Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts  upon  your  bill  for  the  year 
:795,  they  recommend  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  that  the  furgical  inftruments,  lint, 
tow,  &c.  fhould  in  future  be  furnifhed  at  a net  commiffion  of  ten  per  cent.,  and  which 
was  communicated  to  you  by  Mr.  Rofe.  In  your  reply,  I obferve,  you  have  dated  to 
their  Lordfhips,  that  the  only  articles  which  could  be  fupplied  on  commiffion,  are  thofe 
of  the  furgical  inftruments ; but  that  were  you  to  adopt  fuch  mode  of  fupply  for  them, 
they  would  coft  confiderably  more  to  Government  than  they  now  do,  for  the  reafons  you 
have  there  given  ; and  you  therefore  requeft  their Lordftiips’  concurrence,  that  you  (liould 
continue  to  furnilh  all  thofe  articles,  in  the  fame  manner  as  you  have  heretofore  done. 

QH  ] But, 
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But,  to  this  requeft,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  anfwer  given,  and  I cannot 
therefore,  confidently  with  my  duty  as  Surgeon  General,  fign  a certificate  to  allow  your 
charges,  until  you  have  firft  received'  their  Lordfhips’  fanclion.  When  that  is  procured, 
the  bills  ffiall  be  returned  with  their  proper  certificates  •,  and  1 am  ready  to  give  it,  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  manner  in  which  you  furnifh  the  inftruments  is  the  mod  beneficial  for 
Government  to  allow. 

!I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

George  Gamier,  Efq.  (Signed)  T.  KEATE. 


App.  No.  16.  IL 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  George  Rofe,  to  the  Phyfician  General  and  Surgeon 
General,  dated  Treafury  Chambers,  lyth  December  1798. 

Gentlemen, 

As  fome  difficulties  have  arlfen  refpefting  the  examination  of  Mr.  Garnier’s  accounts, 
I trouble  you  with  the  inclofed  Report  of  the  Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts,  and  the 
Papers  accompanying  it,  by  a perufal  of  which  you  will  fee  the  grounds  on  which  the 
Board  of  rfeafury  made  the  allowances  in  the  accounts  of  the  Apothecary  Generali  the 
payments  to  him  during  the  laft  three  or  four  years  have  generally  been  delayed  to  pe- 
riods later  than  ufual.  On  the  whole  you  will,  I am  perfuaded,  govern  yourfelves  in 
future  examinations  of  thefe  accounts  by  fuch  rules  as  you  fhall  think  juft  and  fair  be- 
tween the  Public  and  the  individual  interefted. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

To  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  Part,  and  (Signed)  GEORGE  ROSE. 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq. 


App.  No.  17. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War , dated  March  6,  1805. 

I consider  it  to  be  my  duty  at  this  period  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  at  "War 
to  the  quantity  of  medical  ftores  in  the  various  diflridls  in  Great  Britain,  a*  will  appear 
by  the  inclofed  return  ; in  which  I have  ftated  the  quantities  which  are  aftually  in  depots, 
and  the  proportions  pointed  out  in  the  ftatement  which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the 
16th  April  1804. 

As 
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As  thefe  have  been  lying  at  the  refpe£live  Depots  more  than  a year  and  an  half,  it 
is  very  defirable,  although  the  greatell  care  has  been  taken  of  them,  that,  (unlefs  they  are 
likely  to  be  required  for  home  fervice,)  the  furplus  at  lead  fliould  be  moved  to  Gofport,  or 
York  Hofpital,  for  the  purpofe  of  embarking  them  with  troops,- whilft  they  are  in  their 
prefeut  good  condition.  It  is  to  obferved  that  in  the  original  formation  of  thefe  depots 
it  was  in  contemplation  that  the  medicines  might  be  ultimately  ufed  for  foreign  fervice, 
and  they  were  prepared  and  packed  accordingly ; and  I would  further  obferve,  that  un- 
lefs this  meafure  fhould  be  adopted,  at  lead  in  part,  it  will  be  neceffary  that  orders  fhould 
be  immediately  iffued  to  the  Apothecary  General  to  get  in  readinefs  other  fuppl.ies  for  fo- 
reign fervice,  which  will  occupy  much  time,  and  occafion  very  confiderable  expence.  I 
have  therefore  the  honour  to  requed  that  I may  be  favoured  with  the  Secretary  at  War’s 
directions  on  thefe  points,  and  whether  tire  furplus*  only,  or  any  greater  proportion  of  the 
ftores  may  be  removed  for  the  above  purpofe.  . 


CH  23 


STATEMENT 
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STATEMENT  of  Places  of  Depots  for  Purveyors’  Stores,  Medicines  Scr.  and  of  thc 
Supply  required  at  each,  as  per  Secretary  at  War’s  Letter  d ited  April  16,  1824. 


Diftr.fts. 

DepSt. 

No.  01 
Sick 

otal  of  S ck 
in  the  D.i- 
uitt. 

I)  vifion  r-q  ■ ir- 
ei  *rr  the  il- 
lr  fl,  01  rej  lv 

f>. 

) v fion  no 
>n  the  LM- 
« i&. 

Surplus 

%efici- 

rncy. 

Southern  - ^ 

Chatham 
Seven  Oaks 
Dover  Caftle 

000 

000 

CM  Lri  d 

O 

O 

1 O' 

1 

6 

12 

6 

Eaftern 

Chelmsford 

Sudbury 

Dunmow 

Bury 

200 

150 

250 

»5° 

750 

4 

10 

6 

Northern 

Newcaftle 

200 

200 

1 

3 

2 

York 

York 

300 

2 

4 

2 

Weftern 

Langport 

Plymouth 

400 

400 

8:0 

J 

iO 

5 

South  Weft  - 

; 

Winchefter 

Portfmouth 

200 

400 

600 

4 

4* 

'He  of  Wight 

t 

>evern 

Gloucefter 

300 

3°° 

2 

4 

2 

t 

'iorth  Inland  - 

Litchfield 

300 

3°° 

2 

2 

touth  Inland  - 

Northampton 

300 

300 

2 

2 

lome  and 
London 

: 

Y<  rk  Hofpital 

2COO 

2000 

*3 

1 

now 

>.-1 

Scotland  - j 

Edinburgh 

Stirling 

400 

200 

600 

4 

12 

8 

8$ 

7250 

1 46 

60 

1 3 1 

1 7 B 

• Where  4 more  Divifions  are  required  to  make  up  ;o  for  the  DepAt. 

The  prefent  Depdts  are  at  Extterand  Plymouth,  befidcs  15  Divifions  at  Gofport  for  Foreign 
Service. 

f The  prefent  Dep6t  is  at  Brillol. 

£ There  are  21  Divifions  at  York  Hofpital,  20  of  which  are  ready  for  Foreign  Service. 

J The  prefent  Dep6ts  ate  at  Edinburgh.  Fort  George,  and  Glafgow. 

||  The  adual  Surplus  is  14,  of  which  quantity  5 arc  requited  at  Gofport,  leaving  9 difpofablc 
Divifions. 
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App.  No.  17.  A. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  Frnttcis  Moore , Efq.  to  Mr.  Keate,  relative  to  Medical  and  Pur- 
veyor’s Stores , dated  War  Office , 18 th  March  1 805. 


Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  (5th  ir.Rant,  inclofing  a return  of  medical  and  Purveyors’ Stores 
at  the  refpedtive  Depots  in  Great  Britain,  having  been  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  I have  the  Secretary  at  War’s  dire&ions  to  acquaint  you,  that 
His  Royal  Highnefs  approves  of  your  fuggeRion  to  apply  the  furplus  of  medicines, 
whilft  in  their  prefent  good  condition,  for  the  ufe  of  troops  embarking  for  fervice 
abroad.  I am,  & c. 

(Signed)  F.  MOORE. 


T.  Keate,  Efq. 


App.  No.  17.  B. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  F.  Moore,  Efq.  dated  May  18,  1805. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honor  to  Bate,  for  the  information  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  Secretary  at  War,  that  1 have  a&ed  iri  conformity  to  your  letter  of  the 
1 8th  March  1805,  by  bringing  from  the  Depots,  in  the  various  diRridls  of  Great  Britain, 
the  furplus  of  medicines  and  Bores  as  detailed  in  the  returns  which  accompanied  my 
letter  of  the  6th  March.  The  whole  of  this  furplus  has  already  been  difpofed  of  in  fup- 
plying  the  Forces  under  Lieut  Gen.  Sir  James  Craig,  and  Sir  Eyre  Coote  ; and  as  it  has 
been  dire&ed  that  20  divifions  of  medicines  and  20  divifions  of  Purveyors’  Bores  fhall  al- 
ways be  kept  for  foreign  fervice  at  York  Hofpital,  and  a like  quantity  at  Gofport  orPor- 
cheRer,  it  is  my  duty  now  to  reprefent  that  thofe  Depots  are  very  much  reduced,  as  will 
appear  by  the  inclofed  Ratement,  and  that  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  inRrudlions  to  the 
Apothecary  General  and  to  Meffirs.  Trotters  to  complete  them,  unlefs  it  Biould  be  thought 
advifeable  to  make  any  further  redudtion  of  the  medicines  and  Bores  now  remaining  in 
the  Depots  for  eventual  fervice  in  England  and  Scotland.  The  propriety  of  which  1 
Biould  beg  leave  to  fuggeR  in  preference  to  their  remaining  much  longer  in  Bore;  and 
if  it  is  the  pleafure  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  medicines  and 
Bores  be  Bill  kept  in  Depots  throughout  the  diRridts  of  Great  Britain,  I beg  leave  to  re- 
commend that  1 may  be  authorized  lo  diredt  a certain  quantity  of  medicines  and  Bores, 
fuch  as  might  be  required  on  a very  fudden  emergency,  and  not  in  divifions  as  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  which  were  calculated  both  for  foreign  and  home  fervice, 

114  and 
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and  have  been  found  extremely  ufeful  for  the  former,  may  be  fent  to  the  different  De- 
pots in  England  and  Scotland.  I am,  &c. 

(Signed)  T;  KEATEk 


F.  Moore,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c= 


App.  No.  2 7.  C., 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  F.  Moore,  Efq . to  Mr.  Keate,  dated  I Far  Office,  §th  June  1865: 
Sir, 

Your  letters  of  the  23d  and  2 7t!uult,  with  their  inelofures,,  having  been  referred  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  His  Royal  Highnefs  being  of  opinion  that  the  Depots  at 
York  Hofpital,  and:  Porchafter,  fhould  be  always  kept  complete,  as  has  been  heretofore 
direfted,  with  20  divifions  of  (lores,  and  20  divihons  of  medicines,  in  order  that  no 
delay  may  arife  in  (hipping  them  at  a moment’s  warning  for  foreign  fervice  ; I have  the 
Secretary-  at  War’s  directions  to  requeft  that  thefe  Depots  may  now  be  completed  to  that 
quantity  from  the  Depots  in  the  various  di(tri£ls,  as  fuggefted  by  you ; and,  as  it  is  not 
thought  advifeable  under  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  war,  that  the  didrift  Depots 
fhould  be  removed  altogether,  I have  alfo  to  requeft,  that  you  will  furnifh  them  with 
an  adequate  quantity  of  medicines  and  (lores,  fuch  as  might  be  required  on  any  fudden 
emergency,  and  not  in  divifions, , which  from  your  remarks,  appear  more  immediately, 
calculated  for  foreign  than  home  fervice. 

I am,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

T.  Keate,  Efq.  (Signed)  F.  MOORE. 


App.  No.  17.  D* 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  F.  Moore , Efq.  to  Mr.  Keate , War  Office,  2$th  June  1805. 

Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  inftant,  I am  direfted  to  acquaint  you  that  nei- 
ther His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  nor  Secretary  at  War,  fee  any  reafon 
for  caufing  any  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  fchedule  of  medicines  which  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  you  in  April  1804,  as  your  guide  in  providing  for  the  fick  in  the  refpeftive 
didrifts. 


T.  Keate,  Efq. 


I am,  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
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F.  MOORE. 


APPENDIX,  No.  17.  E.  F.  G. 


App.  No.  17.  E. 

i y 1 ♦ 

Copy  of  it  Loiter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  the  Apothecary  General , Dated  September  25,  1805. 
Sir, 

I have  to  requefl:  that  you  will  forward  to  Mr.  North,  Principal  Medical  Officer  at 
York  Hofpital,  Chelfea,  the  forty  fupplies  of  medicines  materials,  and  inftruments  in- 
tended for  the  Referve  Depots,  in  the  diftri£ls  in  Great  Britain.  1 am,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  KEATE. 

Apothecary  General,  See.  &c. 


App.  No.  17.  F. 


Copy  of  a Note  from  Mr.  Keate,  to  Colonel  Gordon,  Military  Secretary  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 

the  Commander  in  Chief, 


December  20,  1805. 


Mr.  Keate  prefents  his  compliments  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Gordon,  and  has  the  honour 
to  (late  that  he  has  this  day  tranfmitted  an  official  Letter,  through  the  War  Office,  on 
thofe  points,  which  now  alone  remain  to  be  fettled  of  'the  arrangements  adverted  to  in 
the  draft  or  memorandum  returned  in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gordon’s  note  of  the  14th,  the 
referve  depots  having  been  difeontinued,  and  the  Regimental  Surgeons  having  been  dire£ted 
to  apply,  as  formerly,  to  the  Infpedlor  General  for  their  Medicines ; and  the  (lores  and 
medicines  from  the  diftri&s  having  been  converted  to  the  purpofe  of  foreign  fupply,  in 
confequence  of  Lieutenant  Colonel’s  Gordon’s  note  of  the  21ft  ultimo. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Gordon,  &c. 


App.  No.  17.  G. 

f 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Infpeclor  General  of  Army  Hofpitals  to  Mr.  Keate,  November  1 8,  1 803. 
Sir, 

I beg  you  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  me  in  which  of  the  Military  Di(lri£ls  you  have 
Medical  Depots  that  can  anfwer  the  occafional  demands  of  Regimental  Surgeons,  and 
that  you  will  give  me  the  Rations  from  whence  fuch  Medical  Stores  can  be  drawn,  in 
addition  to  the  three  General  Hofpitals  of  Gofport,  Deal,  and  Plymouth. 

I have,  Ac. 

(Signed)  F.  KNIGHT. 


T.  Keate,  Efq.  &c.  &c. 


ATPENDIX,  No.  17.  II.  I. 


Copy. 


App.  No.  17.  H. 

November  24,  1803. 


Sir, 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  leceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1 8th  inftant ; and, 
in  a- Twer,  beg  to  inform  you  that  Medical  Depots,  to  anfwer  the  occafional  demands  of 
Regimental  Surgeons,  will  be  formed  with  all  poflible  difpatch  at  the  undermentioned 
places,  in  addition  to  thofe  of  the  General  Hofpitals.  of  Gofport,  Deal,  and  Ply- 
mouth, viz. : 

Chatham,  Chelmsford,  Durham,  Edinburgh,  York,  Exeter,  Winchefter,  and  Briftol. 


F.  Knight,  Efq.  &c. 


(Signed)  T.  KEATE. 


App.  No.  17.  I. 

Circular.  Army  Medical  Board  Office t 1 6th  Dec.  1803. 

Sir, 

Under  the  prefent  cireumftances  of  the  Country,  when  every  regiment  is  required  to 
be  kept  light  for  fervice,  and  void  of  fuperfluous  baggage,  it  has  been  thought  expedient 
to  withhold  the  regular  iffues  of  Medicines  (as  heretofore),  and  to  allow  the  Medical 
Staff  of  Regiments  to  draw  occafional  fupplies  from  the  Depot  of  the  Diftrift,  (by  re- 
quifitionto  the  Affiftant  Infpe&or)  not  exceeding  what  may  be  properly  conveyed  in  the 
Panniers.  Such  contingent  expences  as  may  neceffarily  grow  out  of  this  arrangement, 
either  by  correfpondence  with  the  Affiftant  Infpeftor,  (or  otherwife)  muft  be  formed  into  a 
feparate  bill,  and  when  it  has  his  approving  fignature,  be  made  an  item  in  the  half- 
yearly  account. 

As  much  unneceffiiry  trouble  and  correfpondence  continue  to  prefs  on  this  Office,  from 
various  irregularities  in  the  weekly  ftatements,  and  from  want  of  due  attention  and  ob- 
fervance  of  the  eftabliffied  regulations,  I am  reluftantly  obliged  to  apprize  the  Medical 
Staff  of  Regiments,  that  I ffiall  refrain  from  all  further  expoftulation  on  fuch  points: — 
And  that,  in  future,  all  unauthorized  or  irregular  expenditure,  whether  in  the  charge  it- 
felf,  or  in  the  detailed  ftatement,  will  be  correfled  at  this  Office  by  the  due  deduftions, 
and  the  expence  be  irrevocably  thrown  on  themfelves.  I am  well  aware  of  the  merits  and 
regularity  of  many  Regimental  Surgeons,  both  of  the  Line  and  Militia,  to  whom  thefe 
obfervations  do  not  apply  ; but,  as  I wifli  not  to  offend  the  feelings  of  any,  I hope  to  be 
excufed  in  addreffing  this  caution  (circularly)  to  all. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

F.  KNIGHT. 

Infpetlor-  General. 

P.  S.  You  will  be  pleafed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter  in  the  firft  Weekly 
Return,  or  in  the  Monthly  Sick  Return  of  the  enfuing  week. 


v 


APPENDIX,  No.  18. 


App.  No.  1 8. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  F.  Moorey  Efq.  dated  Jth  Nov.  1807. 

Sir, 

I am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  informing  me  that  the  Lords  Commif* 
fioners  of  His  Majefty’s  Treafury  have  been  pleafed  to  approve  of  the  damaged  medicines, 
furgical  indruments,  and  materials  at  Porchefter  Callle,  a return  of  which  accompanied 
my  letter  of  the  29th  of  September,  being  fold  by  public  advertifement,  the  proceeds  to 
be  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  to  which  dire£lions  I {hall  pay  immediate  attention.  With 
refpe£t  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter  conveying  obfervations  from  their  Lordftiips  as  to 
the  negledl  and  want  of  care  in  packing,  (lowing  and  ascertaining  the  Hate  on  delivery 
at  the  depot,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  fubmit  a few  remarks  which  I have  to  requelt  may 
be  laid  before  their  Lordfliips.  Firft,  With  refpe£l  to  the  original  packing,  although  in  the 
return  alluded  to  it  does  not  appear  that  any  lodes  are  attributed  to  the  original  packing, 
and  although  it  is  probable  that  the  articles  reported  on  have  been  for  a long  time  out  of  their 
original  packages,  yet  it  is  proper  to  admit,  that  damage  may  occafionally  happen  from 
that  original  package  ; but  it  is  alfo  necedary  to  (late  to  their  Lordfhips,  that  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  medicines  or  (lores  from  the  Apothecary  General,  or  M firs.  Trotters,  at  any 
hofpital  or  depot,  at  home  or  abroad,  a Medical  Board  is  convened  to  examine  their  (late  ; 
and  where  damage  exifts  to  report  the  caufe  thereof  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  ascertained, 
and  wherever  blame  appears  to  attach,  recompence  is  demanded  ; if  the  injury  originates 
with  the  Apothecary  General  he  is  called  on  to  replace  the  lodes,  if  from  negletfl  of  im- 
proper conduit  in  mailers  of  tranfports,  &c.  the  fame  is  invariably  reported  to  the  Secretary 
at  War. 

Secondly,  With  refpeil  to  the  (towage,  injuries  in  wet  births  doubtlefs  occur  to  (lores 
occafionally  on  board  fiiip,  but  that  cannot  be  attributed  to  this  department,  who  have  no 
controul,  and  are  not  even  allowed  an  opinion,  on  the  fubjeil.  With  refpeil  to  the 
(towage  in  depot,  I am  not  aware  that  injury  has  arifen  from  wet  in  any  (lore  but  in  that 
of  Porchefter  Cattle,  the  inadequacy  and  impropriety  of  which  building  has  been  for  a 
long  time  reported  by  me. 

It  is  alfo  necedary  to  (late,  that  a great  part  of  the  medicines  and  (lores  in  queftion  have 
on  various  foreign  fervices,  been  expofed  to  various  climates  and  voyages,  and 
the  indruments  and  materials  have  been  occafionally  in  ufe,  perhaps  for  the  lad  fourteen 
years. 

't  hirdly,  With  regard  to  the  (late  or  condition  of  (lores  received  into  depot,  I beg  to 
(late  that  whenever  medicines,  indruments  or  (lores,  are  fent  from  one  (lation  to  another, 
a return  of  their  (late  and  condition  ascertained  by  a Medical  Board  invariably  ac- 
companies them  j and  another  is  convened  to  examine  them  011  arrival  al  the  receiving 
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hofpit.il  or  depot.  From  the  perifhable  nature  of  vegetable  fubftances,  it  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  that  medicine  will  fpoil  by  long  keeping;  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  medical  ma- 
terials; and  the  delicacy  of  furgical  indruments,  as  well  as  the  impoflibility  of  keeping 
polilhed  fteel  free  from  ruft,  efpecially  in  long  voyages  and  expofure  to  various  climates, 
is  too  well  known  to  need  explanation. 

From  the  nature  of  the  military  ftrvice  of  this  country  too,  as  connefted  with  the  me- 
dical department  thereof,  it  is  neceflary  that  a large  fupply  of  medicines  and  medical  dores 
fliould  always  be  kept  in  depot  for  fudden  emergencies,  as  nothing  is  known  in  this  de- 
partment of  the  probable  medical  wants  for  expeditions,  until  the  very  moment  of  embark- 
ation, and  when  an  embarkation  is  ordered  no  medicine  or  ftores  can  be  (hipped, 
which  are  in  the  flighted  degree  damaged,  nor  are  medicines  dripped  which  hava 
'been  long  in  dore  if  this  department  can  afeertain  that  the  fhipment  required  be  fo? 
a very  didant  fervice. 

On  the  failure  of  expeditions  too,  on  the  evacuation  of  colonies  or  conqueds,  the  me- 
dicines, materials,  indruments  and  dores  unexpended,  as  well  as  thofe  which  have  been 
in  ufe  during  the  voyages,  and  the  retention  of  the  colony  or  conqued,  are  returned  to 
our  depots  ; and  taking  all  thefe  circumdances  into  confideration,  I am  induced  to  hope 
that  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  His  Majedy’s  Treafury,  as  well  as  the  Secretary  at  War, 
will  be  of  opinion,  that  very  little  blame  can  attach  to  this  department  for  the  occaiionai 
exidcnce  of  damages  and  unferviceable  dores. 

I cannot  conclude  without  taking  this  occafion  to  declare,  that  I have  always  confidered 
my  felf  in  the  charge  of  dores,  as  having  a refponfibility  attached  to  me,  to  which  neither  my 
rank  or  other  duties  fubjetted  me,  but  merely  becaufe  I found  no  other  officer  to  w’hom 
the  refponfibility  could  be  made  to  attach  ; the  charge  itfelf  too  was  at  fird  trifling,  butfor 
the  lad  fourteen  years  it  has  been  rapidly  increaling,  and  I now  find  myfelf  loaded  with 
a refponfibility  and  a charge  which  were  unknown  to  my  predecefiors  ; yet  I have  endea- 
voured to  execute  it  with  vigilance,  fidelity  and  regularity  ; but  neither  my  means  nor  my 
habits  are  perfectly  adequate  to  the  talk.  Although  refponfible  for  their  condudt,  and 
depending  on  their  probity,  I do  not  appoint  the  officers  and  fervants  adfing  under  me  in 
thefe  dores. 

No  rules  have  been  laid  down  for  my  guidance,  no  indru&ions  have  been  given  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  or  the  Comptrollers  of  Army  Accounts 
U'ifh  to  have  the  depot  conducted,  but  after  fourteen  years  of  increafing  labour,  I find 
myfelf  fubje&td  to  cenfure,  when  I feel  that  my  intentions  and  exertions  entitled  me  to 
hope  for  a different  return  ; and  I cannot  but  now  exprefs  an  humble  requed  and  hope, 
that  their  Lordfhips  will  be  pleafird  to  devlfe  fome  mode  by  which  I may  be  relieved  from 
a refponfibility  not  attaching  to  my  duty  as  Surgeon  General,  and  by  which  the  Public 
fervice  may  be  conduced,  as  to  the  fupply  and  cate  of  medicines  and  medical  dores,  in  a 
manner  more  to  their  Lord  (hips’  fatisfadlion. 

I am  yours,  &c. 


F.  Moore,  Efquire. 


(Signed) 
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APPENDIX,  No.  ip. 


App.  No.  19. 


PARTICULARS  of  the  Divifions  fent  to  the  Depots  in  1803,  by  the  Apothecary  General. 


Depots. 


Bury  St.  Edmund's 

Briltol 

Chatham 

Chelmsford 

Deal 

Dunmow 

Durham 

Edinburgh 

Exeter 

Falmouth 

Gofport,  for  South  Well  Diftri£t 
Plymouth  - - 

Sevenoaks 

Sudbury  - - 

York  - - 

York  Hofpital  Chelfea,  for  the  Home  Depot 
Winchefter 


Divifions,  each  for  500  Men. 

No.  3 

4 

1 

4 

2 

5 
2 

9 

4 

4 

20 

6 
10 

2 

6 

20 

4 

Total  No.  107 


JOHN  C.  CLARKE,  Dep. 

May  the  17th,  1808.  to  the  Apothecary  General. 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Cl  2] 


App. 


APPENDIX,  No.  19.  A.  and  B. 


App.  No.  19.  A-' 


SCHEDULE  of  the  Number  of  Diftridt  Supplies  of  Medicines,  Inftruments,  and 
Purveyor’s  Stores,  to  be  depofited  in  Great  Britain  for  eventual  Service,  for  4 Months 


Diftridts. 

Stations. 

To  whom  to  be  con- 
figned. 

Supplies. 
No.  of 

Number 
of  Sick. 

Southern 

Sevenoaks 

Deputy  Purveyor  Kemp 

6 

900 

Laltern 

Chelmsford  - 

Price 

s 

750 

Northern 

Newcaftle 

Aveling 

1 

200 

York 

York 

James 

2 

300 

Weftern 

Exeter 

Did.  Surg.  Beaumont 

5 

800 

South  Weft  - 

Winchefter 

Dep.  Purveyor  Mapother 

4 

600 

iiie  ot  Wight 

Dr.  Moore 

1 

200 

Severn 

Briftol 

Dep.  Pur.  Winnicke 

2 

3°° 

North  Inland 

Litchfield 

- 

2 

300 

South  Inland 

Northampton 

- 

2 

3co 

Scotland 

Leith 

Purveyor  Mol's 

4 

600 

Home,  and  f 

London  - \ 

York  Hofpital 

Deputy  Purveyor  Wim- 
bridge 

6 

2000 

Total 

40 

7>25° 

App.  No.  19.  B. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  the  Army  Medical  Board  to  Francis  Moore , Efq.  dated  November 

21,  1805. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inftant,  we  beg  leave  to  ftate,  for  the  information 
of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  that  the 
Surgeon  General  has  given  the  neceflary  orders  for  providing  the  due  fupply  of  medicines 
and  purveyors’ (lores  for  a force  of  40,000  infantry,  and  of  ic,cco  cavalry. 


App. 


APPENDIX,  No.  20. 


App.  No.  20. 


RETURN  of  Wine  ifiued  at  the  York  Hofpital,  from  the  nth  to  20th  December  1799, 

extradled  from  the  Diet  Tables. 


No.  of 
Sick. 

Gills  of 
Wine. 

Quantity  of 
Wine  in 
Gallons. 

By  whom  ordered. 

Remarks. 

257 

301 

232 

l?6 

Gal . Quts.  Gillf. 

7 1 

5 2 

Mr.  William  North,  Senior,  Surgeon 
Ditto 

280 

68 

204 

Ditto 

299 

178 

522 

Mr.  Carpue,  Surgeon 

329 

333 

397 

144 

280 

508 

4 2 

8 3 

15  3 4 

Pitcairn,  ditto 

ditto 

Mr.  Chevalier,  adding  Surgeon 

• 

61 

238 

716 

Ditto 

Operation  Ward 

31 1 
346 
3°3 

1 20 

49 6 
222 

3 3 

15  2 

636 

VIr.  Richard  North,  Surgeon 

Dr.  Rogerfon,  and  Apothecary  Beaumont 

Dr.  Rogerfon,  and  W.  North,  Senior 

453 

675 

2103 

Mr.  Irvine,  and  North,  Senior,  Surgeons 

* 

349 

46 

1 1 6 

— Phillips,  Surgeon 

307 

310 

926 

Charles  Griffiths,  Surgeon 

4328 

3^93 

"5  1 5 

App. 


APPENDIX,  No.  20.  A. 


App.  No.  20.  A. 


RETURN  of  "Wine  iffued  at  the  York  Hofpital}  from  21ft  to  31ft  December  1799, 

extratted  from  the  Diet  Tables. 


No.  of 
Sick. 

Gills  of 
Wine. 

Quantity  of 
Wine  in 
Gallons. 

By  whom  ordered. 

Remarks. 

Gall. 

Outs.  Gills. 

| 

255 

146 

4 

2 

2 

Mr.  WilliamNorth,  Senior,  Surgeon 

333 

*93 

6 

O 

1 

Ditto 

603 

42 

1 

I 

2 

Ditto 

300 

225 

7 

O 

1 

Mr.  Carpue,  Surgeon 

3l9 

141 

4 

I 

5 

— - Pitcairn,  Ditto 

386 

358 

1 1 

O 

6 

Ditto 

436 

624 

19 

2 

0 

Mr.  Chevalier,  a&ing  Surgeon 

29 

170 

5 

I 

2 

Ditto 

Jperatio  n Ward, 

42S 

124 

3 

3 

4 

Mr.  Richard  North,  burgeon 

397 

539 

16 

3 

3 

Doftor  Rogerfon,  Phyfician 

3°° 

342 

10 

2 

6 

Ditto,  and  Mr.  Carpue,  Surgeon 
Mr.  Phillips,  Surgeon 

393 

\co 

3 

0 

4 

345 

383 

IX 

3 

7 

— - Griffiths,  & Mr.  North  Sen. Sur. 

485 

670 

20 

3 

6 

f Irvine  and  McNiell,  Surgeons, 

and  Hofpital  Mate  M‘Donald 

.5006 

4<>57 

126 

3 

1 

I 

App. 


A P P E N D I X,  No.  20.  B.  C.  D. 


App.  No.  20.  B. 


Extraft  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Mr.  Fo/ier  P.  M.  O.  IJle  of  Wight , dated  Oftober 

3°»  1 79S- 

I shall  order  wine  and  brandy  time  enough  •,  you  (hould  be  more  fparing  where  you 
can. 


App.  No.  20.  C. 


Extra  ft  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Dr.  Boone,  dated  April  %6,  1796. 

I request  you  to  fend  a monthly  return  of  the  Hofpitals  to  me,  the  fame  as  to  the 
Board,  and  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  each  hofpital,  fervants,  &c.  and  what  hofpi- 
tals are  given  up.  The  expence  for  March  is  very  high.  The  wine  bill  exceffively  fo : 
I hope  you  will  foon  be  enabled  to  fhut  up  the  greater  part  of  your  hofpitals,  the  ex- 
pence  is  much  complained  of. 


App.  No.  20.  D. 


Extraft  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Hinchley  to  Mr.  Keate,  dated  Gofport  Military  Hofpital, 

Oftober  joth,  17 96. 

I have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  you  the  weekly  return  of  the  fick,  and  alfo  of  the  con- 
fumption  of  wine.. 


App. 


APPENDIX,  No.  20.  E.  F.  G.  H. 


App.  No.  20.  E. 

Ext  rail  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Hinckley  to  Mr.  Keate,  dated  Gofport  Military  Hofpital , 

OBober  23,1 796. 

Sir  William  Pitt  has  fent  a written  order  to  us  to  admit  all  foldiers’  wives  and  children 
arrived  from  the  Weft  Indies  into  the  hofpital,  till  otherwife  provided  for. 

The  Purveyor  inclofes  to  you  a weekly  return  of  the  confumption  of  wine,  which  is 
great  indeed,  but  the  wretchednefs  of  the  people  fent  to  us  makes  it  necefiary.” 


App.  No.  20.  F. 

Extraft  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Air.  Shapter,  1 oth  January,  1797. 

You  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  the  confumption  of  wine  in  the  hofpital,  the  re- 
turn appears  to  me  by  far  too  much. 


App.  No.  20.  G. 

Extr'aB  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Keate  to  Mr.  Shapter,  April  18,  1797. 

In  anfwer  to  yours  of  the  1 8th  inftant,  I am  torequeft  you  will  be  particularly  attentive 
to  the  expenditure  of  wine. 


App.  No.  20.  H. 

Copy  of  a Letter  to  Air.  Whitelock , Senior  Aledical  Officer , General  Hofpital,  Deal,  March  19, 

c.  *799- 

Sir, 

I perceive  by  the  hofpital  return  of  wine,  that  the  prefent  confumption  is  one  bottle 
per  man  per  week,  which  I think  too  much,  as  the  men  have  been  fome  time  in  hofpital ; 
lefs  wine,  and  more  porter  ftiould  be  given,  if  neceflary. 

I am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


Mr.  Whitelock,  Senior  Medical 
Officer,  Deal. 
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(Signed) 


T.  KEATE 
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App.  No.  21. 


Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Infpeftor  General  of  Army  HofpitaU  to  Mr.  Keate , dated  October  6 , 

1803. 


Sir, 

I see  no  objection  to  your  propofal  of  converting  the  Hofpital  at  Maidftone  into  a regi- 
mental one,  if  I am  to  underftand,  that  it  will  be  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  lick 
of  any  Regiment  in  that  town  or  neighbourhood,  and  be  fubjeCt  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Regimental  Surgeon  : but  if  it  be  a mere  receptacle  of  lick  from  the  diffe- 
rent bodies  of  recruits  at  that  Depot,  under  a Staff  Surgeon,  I do  not  feel  authorized  to 
recommend  the  change. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c.  (Signed)  F.  KNIGHT. 


App.  No.  2 2 . 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Keate , Deputy  InfpeEfor  of  Hofpitals , and  Mr.  Sheppard, 

Accomptant  of  the  Army  Medical  Board  Office,  to  Mr.  Keate,  dated  June  16,  1805. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  conveyed  to 
us  in  your  letter  of  20th  May,  we  repaired  immediately  to  Plymouth,  and  loft  no  time  in 
entering  on  the  performance  of  thofe  duties  with  which  we  were  entrufted. 

Our  attention  was  neceffarily  called  in  the  firft  place  to  the  inveftigation  of  various 
tradefmens’  books,  and  to  the  oral  teftimony  and  relation  of  circumftances  connected  with 
the  accounts  in  queftion,  which  could  only  be  collected  from  the  memory  of  the 
tradefmen  whofc  rtfidences  we  could  difeovtr,  and  who  were  difpofed  to  attend  t* 
our  enquiries. 

We  deem  ourfelves  fortunate,  confidering  the  lapfe  of  time  that  has  taken  place  fince 
the  date  of  thefe  accounts,  to  have  found  fo  many  of  the  parties  furviving  and  re- 
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fident  at  Plymouth,  and  to  have  obtained  the  quantum  of  information  which  it  is  now 
our  duty  to  report. 

In  doing  this,  we  conceive  that  it  will  eventually  fave  much  time  and  trouble,  and 
preclude  the  intricacy  which  mult  attend  a General  Report,  if  we  follow  in  our  remarks 
the  fyftem  adopted  by  Dr.  Boone  in  making  up  his  accounts,  namely,  by  monthly  ab- 
ftraiis;  and  we  thall  therefore  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  dates  and  numbers  of  each, 
according  to  the  inclofed  papers,  which  are  marked  monthly,  thereby  correfponding  with 
his  abltracts. 

Betides  the  detailed  Report,  which  will  be  found  in  thefe  papers,  it  is  our  duty  to  no- 
tice particularly  a monthly  charge,  entitled  “Tradefmen’s  fmall  Bills.” 

From  fuch  tradefmen  as  had  kept  and  Hill  prefervcd  their  books,  we  have  collected  a 
detail  of  the  articles  with  which  they  ferved  the  Hofpital  for  the  periods  fpecified 
in  Dr.  Boone’s  accounts  : and  we  are  forry  to  obferve  there  is  a material  difference 
between  the  charges  in  thefe  Accounts  and  the  books  of  the  Tradefmen,  who, 
however,  uniformly  allured  us,  that  the  books  we  infpe£ted  contained  the  total 
amount  of  all  the  articles  they  had  ever  fupplied  the  Hofpital  with  for  the  periods  of 
our  enquiry. 

The  undermentioned  tradefmen  were  in  fo  humble  a line  of  life  that  they  either  kept 
no  books,  or  ferved  the  Hofpitals  for  ready  money  only ; from  them  therefore,  no  other 
information  could  be  obtained  than  that  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  ferving  the  Hofpi- 
tals,  and  had  now  no  demand  againft  them. 

As  we  conceived  it  our  duty  not  only  to  examine  into  the  corre&nefs  of  thefe  accounts, 
and  to  dete£l  apparent  errors,  but  alfo  to  put  them  in  a fliape  tit  for  the  eye  of  the 
Commitlioners  for  Auditing  Public  Accounts,  whenever  a receipt  was  wanting,  and 
we  had  allured  ourfelves,  from  adlital  infpe£lion,  that  the  voucher  corrcfponded 
with  the  books  of  the  tradefmen,  we  did  not  hefitate  to  requeft  a duplicate  receipt, 
charging  the  (lamp  to  Government,  as  we  could  not  demand  it  of  the  tradefmen. 

This  will  give  rife  to  a charge  for  tlamps  from  a flationer  at  Plymouth  Dock, 
which,  without  this  information,  might  be  deemed  extraordinary.  The  receipts  as  well 
as  the  vouchers  we  colle£ted,  which  were  deficient  in  Dr.  Boone’s  Accounts  entrufted  to 
our  care,  are  herewith  inclofed  ; a lift  of  which  is  alfo  fubjoined. 

We  cannot  conclude  without  bearing  teftimony  to  the  reiterated  accounts  of  the  la* 
mentable  ficknefs  and  mortality  that  prevailed  at  Plymouth,  on  the  commencement  of 
thefe  Hofpital  Eftablifhments,  and  which  we  refpe&fully  fubmit  may  plead  as  an  apology 
for  many  irregularities,  though  not  for  the  improper  charges  that  have  herewith  been 
noticed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir,  &c.  Ac.  Ac. 

(Signed)  R.  KEATE,  D.  I»  of  H. 
ED.  SHEPPARD. 

1 1 


As 


As  the  annexed  report  contains  a fummary  of  all  the  obfervations  on  Dr.  Boone's 
Accounts,  I beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  whole  of  the  arithmetical  correflions  and  remarks 
were  the  refult  of  Mr.  Sheppard's  labour,  prior  to  our  journey  to  Plymouth,  which 
have  been  blended  with  the  other  remarks,  in  order  to  bring  the  whole  under  one 
view. 

(Signed)  R.  KEATE. 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


THE  END. 


Strahan  and  Prefton, 
^rintcrs-Strcet,  London. 
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